
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE
January 7, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is an Eastern Orthodox icon of Jesus Christ as the True Vine.  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55553

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Wayne L. Wold

Entrance & Praise

Greeting & Call to Worship  
One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

O God, Searcher of our hearts, You have formed us as a people and claimed 
us for your own. As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, 
and to enter anew into covenant with you, reveal any ways we could come 
before you inauthentically. 

Let your Spirit impress your truth on our souls, and receive us in mercy, for 
the sake of our brother, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever, Amen.

And now, let us give thanks for all of God’s mercies.

O God, our Covenant Friend, You have been gracious to us through all of the 
years of our lives. We thank you for your loving care, which has filled our days 
and brought us to this time and place.  
We praise your holy name, O God.

You have given us life and reason, and set us in a world filled with your glory. 
You have comforted us with family and friends, and ministered to us through 
the hands of our sisters and brothers. 
We praise your holy name, O God.

You have filled our hearts with a hunger after you, and have given us your 
peace. You have redeemed us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus. 
You have given us a relationship with you through the Spirit and the witness of 
your Church.  
We praise your holy name, O God.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece
Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 

Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

Give God the glory, God and none other;  
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;  

Give God the glory, God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

* Gloria Patri CHRISTE SANCTORUMChrist Is the World’s Light

You have been our light in darkness and a rock of strength in adversity 
and temptation. You have been the very Spirit of joy in our joys and the all-
sufficient reward in all our labors.  
We praise your holy name, O God.

You remembered us when we forgot you. You followed us even when we tried to 
flee from you. You met us with forgiveness when we returned to you. For all your 
patience and overflowing grace: 
We praise your holy name, O God.

* Hymn No. 606 KINGSFOLDCome, Let Us Use the Grace Divine

I believe in God, the creator of the universe, who spoke, “Let there be light!” 
and there was light, setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this 
day.
I believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world that shines in the darkness. 
The darkness cannot overcome it. He embodied humanity in the image of 
God. In kindness, truthfulness, humility and devotion, he suffered for the 
greater good. He was and is the Son of God. He died on the cross for us, 
God’s saving grace!
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the guiding light of God in our world. Through 
the Spirit, God reveals the darkness of human sin, helps people grow 
and become the people they are meant to be. I believe in the power of 
transformation, through God’s spirit and light, here in this world and in the 
world to come. Amen.
Written by Andreas Wagner for ModernLiturgist.org

* Affirmation of Faith   



Proclamation & Response

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise. 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

Anthem Be Thou My Vision 
Katie Trotter, soloist

 Arr. Alice Parker

Rev. StoneScripture Reading John 15:1-8 (Pew Bible pg 878)
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in 
me and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Stone 



Covenant Prayer  
O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as I come 
humbly before you. Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done as you 
wish, for you have promised mercy to me If I turn to you with my whole 
heart.
God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 
I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with 
you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. Against your ways, I have 
turned my love toward the world. In your power, I will watch all temptations 
that will lead me away from you. For my own righteousness is riddled with 
sin, unable to stand before you. 
Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him.   
Before all heaven and earth I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God. 
I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, and vow to give 
up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of my life.   
God has given the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation. 
Jesus, I do here humbly accept Christ as my salvation, and sincerely join 
myself in a covenant with him. O blessed Jesus, I come to you, hungry, 
sinful, miserable, blind, and naked - unworthy even to wash the feet of 
your servants. I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and 
Head. I renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the Lord, my 
righteousness. I renounce my own wisdom, and take you for my only guide. I 
renounce my own will, and take your will as my own.  
Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.  

Invitation to Covenant Renewal  
...It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of 
Christ. Let us, therefore, go to Christ and pray:  
Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own. I 
will give up myself to your will in all things.  
Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.   
Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: Put me to 
doing, put me to suffering, Let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,  
Let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have nothing.  
I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal.   

Covenant Renewal

Proclamation of Covenant Renewal  



I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall.  
Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part me from 
you.
God has given holiness as the rule of your life.  
I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. All 
your ways are holy, just, and good. I therefore take them as the rule for my 
words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order my whole 
life according to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect anything I 
know to be my duty.  
The almighty God searches and knows your heart.  
O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without 
deception or reservation. If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and 
help me to set it aright.  
And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I from this day forward 
shall look upon as my God and Father. Glory be to you, O God the Son who 
has loved me and washed me from my sins in his own blood, and now is 
my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, who by your 
almighty power has turned my heart from sin to God.   
O mighty God, the Lord All Powerful, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have 
now become my Covenant Friend. And I, through your infinite grace, have 
become your covenant servant. So be it.  And let the covenant I have made 
on earth be ratified in heaven.  Amen.

Commitment to Renewal of Faith
As a sign of our reaffirmation of faith, you are invited to be anointed with water as 

we remember our baptism, from which began our faith journey. 
You will also receive a Covenant Card to keep in your wallet or Bible; a tangible 

reminder of the covenant renewed today. 

Sending Forth

* Hymn No. 378 AMAZING GRACEAmazing Grace

Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Postlude Fantasy in F minor (excerpt) W. A. Mozart



Bishop Graves Preaching Jan 21
Come hear from our episcopal leader, 
Bishop David Graves, and give him a 
warm Mulberry welcome once again!

MLK Day of Service 
January 15 | 10 am - 1 pm
Join with Centenary UMC for a day of 
giving community support. Sign up at 
forms.gle/YWhfxTRLk3ATiszr5

719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Epiphany

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Epiphany is the period 
of time following Christmas through Ash 
Wednesday and the start of Lent. Epiphany 
represents the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ as a Savior for all. The color of the 
paraments is green to represent hope, 
peace & growth.
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News of the Church


