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Thus was taken from the First Nation Bible Version. (Matthew 4 Mark 1: Luke 5: 8)

What's a group of fish called? That's nght a school. A school of fish live together, travel in the same

direction, and care for one another.

Jesus had a school too. A group who hived wath him and traveled with him from place to place and
took care of one another. But maybe more like schools vou are used to, Jesus' school wasn't full of
fish but mstead was full of students. Women and men who were excited to learn from him who
were called "disciples.”

The first students who joined Jesus' school were-vou guessed 1t! -fishermen. Jesus met Shimon
(S1mon) and his brother, Andreas (Andrew), fishing with theiwr friends Yaakov (James) and
Yokhanan (John), who were also brothers. Jesus told them, "Follow me! You have always used vour
nets for fish, but now vour job and vour joy will be to fish for people. You will find people, pull

them close, and welcome them mnto myv school.”

So these fishermen left their boats belind and joined Jesus as he fished for people 1 manvy places
where others wouldn't lock. He held on to people whom others mmght throw back He caught
people who had been given names hke Broken, Bad, Sick and Selfish and renamed them He pulled
them into belongmng like a fisherman gathenng a net and said, "You're in mv school now. Live with

me; travel with me: take care of one another. You don't need those old names."

Shimon (Simon), vour doubts are wild and wobbly, but I will call vou Petros: The Rock Matityahu
{(Matthew), you are not 2 Thief or a Cheat. Stop tring to fill vour heart with money. Fill it with my
love instead. Miryam the Migdal (Mary Magdalene), vou're not Bad. You're not Sick. You're not
Crazy. You're a mmdgal-a tower of truth! You're Loved. Come and belong wath me."

Jesus's school traveled all over the land, fishing for people and holding them tight as Jesus called
their names. Here's what they would sound like in English: "Thaddaeus! Philip! Susanna! Nathamniel!
Jacob! Joanna! Judas! Salome!"

"These are wonderful names. I'm delighted by them and by vou too. Come, follow me! Somehow

each one of you 1s my favorite. You are so delightful to me "

And so Jesus's school grew and grew. And all kands of different men and women were gathered up
to belong, and they tossed away their old names. They stopped thinking thev were made to be Smart
or Lazy or Forgotten or Rich or Poor or Best or Least, because as they hstened to Jesus teach and
watched him live, something special happened. The more they heard about the kingdom of God, the
more they wanted to live there, and the closer they wanted to swim to this man who already did. So
thev swam, a school of students, beautiful 1n all thewr differences and held close by the same goal: to
belheve in the names that Jesus called them and learn more about the kingdom he promised.



UMC Luverne Members and Friends that live in
Special Homes:

Mary Jane Brown Home
- David Johnson

MN Veterans Home
~ Keith Luethje

The Oaks
~ Sally Cooksley - Wayne Holmgren

@ The Tuff Home - Hills
~ Ralph Watts - Annabelle Frakes ~ COMMUNION sUNDAY
flaerivcare Norbert Fick

February 8, 2026

LOOKING FORWRRD

________________________________________________________________ SHUT IN COMMUNION/VISITS

Tentative Marshall Area Men’s Choir - Date TBD

Ignite Youth Conference - March 13-15, 2026

5th Sunday Special Offering - March 29

Palm Sunday/FUEL Auction/MN Hotdish Meal - March 29
Holy Week March 30 thru April 4

5th Tuesday special Event - March 31

Easter - April 5

FEBRUARY I, 2026

FEBRUARY 17, 2026
o Sunshine grocery cards - available on Sunday mornings and during office hours
o Genesis to Revelation Bible Study - Sundays at 4:30pm and Mondays at 3:30pm
o “Walk in Your Power” Group Study - Mondays at Spm

Prager Chapel - Every Wednesday 9am-2:30pm

o God's Circle - First Tuesday of the Month at 1:30pm - February 3, 2026

o Sewn in Faith - Second Tuesday of the Month at 1:30pm - February 10, 2026
o Prayer Warriors - Second Sunday After Church Sewvice - February 8, 2026
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Prayer Chain 1

[ We are here to help! If you have someone special 1
you would like us to pray for you may contact Jan 1
' Brandenburg at (507) 920-0555 or you can call the {
: church office during business hours. '|

The Prayer Chain list for the month of February 2026 is as follows:

WEEK OF February 1, 2026 - Everett and Jan Brandenburg, Wayne Holmgren, Wyatt and Ally Sands Family, Roger
and Sandy Vogt and for UMC Ministries in our State.

WEEK OF February 8, 2026 - Wyatt and Ally Sands Family, Curt and Becky Nelson Family Sondra Coulter, Marie
Paulsen, Vicki Walker, Stephen Foster and for Revival of our Nation.

WEEK OF February 15, 2026 - Patrick and Andrea Bennett Family, Mark Dahl and Dr. Diane Kennedy, Lay and Mara
Verepaw, Keith and Betty Luethje, Shane and Katie Sauer and our Senior Care Ministry.

WEEK OF February 22, 2026 - John and Jeanne Bowron, Shawn and Gretchen Davis, Cody and Elly Gehrke Family,
David Johnson, Fran Vos and for Rock County Ministries.
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Please remember to tune into KDWC Christianson broadcasting on 99.3

FM to broadcast our morning worship services at 10:30am each Sunday.
They do begin promptly at 10:30am. Just letting you know so you don't
miss anything.

If you are interested in sponsoring a radio broadcast, you may
contact the office. Thank you!

OFr————

I1's that time again .. Pizza Ranch Take Out Night!! On the 2
Wednesday of each month, you go to or call Pizza Ranch and orde
yeur favorite pizza to go. Pizza Ranch will denate 10% of all orders
back to our church... All proceeds will g0 towdrd our Children and
Youth Education programs! it's as easy as that..
The nert take-out n].]ld is scheduled fnr

February 11, 2026

Trust in the Lord

\51 with all your Heart 4
. and lean not on
. own understan

N 0 B b L -
Residential ) Recovery

Project Morning Star's residential recovery facility is
located on a serene and picturesque farmstead eight miles
south of Worthington Minnesota. It is surrounded by
beautifol trees, fields of corn and soybean fields which
provides a peacefol setting, perfect for self-reflection and
spiritual growth. Both homes provide a safe, stroctored
environment for both men and women who are committed to
their recovery, and ready to rebuild their lives for the fotore.

[
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We also have a Trunk Ministry for Sovp-er Bowl, a
collection of soup to go out to the Rock County Food Shelf.

I Uocomma 2026 Sllver Buckets - More Soon I
|
; Febroary - Project Morningstar/Soup-er Boul |

{ Moy - Love Offering |
] July - Food Shelf '
| September - Soicide Walk/Hotline :
| October - SHARE/Undy Sunday I

| December - Commonity/Christmas Eve Dinner
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Luverne UMC moved to Amplify software, a new tool to help
our leaders manage church records, consolidate tasks, and
stay connected with you.

All the information we send out is directly from the church
websitel When we communicate with text the number below
is what you will see:

34166

e Official Texts: You will receive messages from 34166..
These are official church updates, not spam.

e Official Emails: Our pastor and staff will also email
you through this platform.

e Church App: Download the My Church app for free on
the Apple App Store or Google Play Store. Look for the
icon pictured below.

e Download this app today!

If you have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Dorie,
Jakki in the office or Shannon Dwire

Many warm wishes
for a joy-filled season.

Ciday eards, il blessings!
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[ just wanted to say thank you for all the I
wona’e/[u[ Christmas mra/sfrom this churcfvgfamilg 1
and other t/n[ngs [g[t in my Christmas box!So sweet !
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Sewn in Faith’s next meeting will be on February 10, 2026 and Becky will
provide details for that upcoming meeting. So, be on the lookout for that! After
that, the next meeting will be held on March 10, 2026.

Sewn In Faith needs a good iron. The one we had no longer heats, and the
replacement iron doesn't heat well enough to get out wrinkles. If you have an
iron, you no longer need, please consider donating it to our sewing group.
Thank you!

A 5" Tuesday event was held on
December 30, 2025 in the Upper
Room where the group made Pipe
Cleaner Flowers, had lunch and
great fellowship so we decided not
to have a regular meeting in
January.

Unl

|n 1ith

The next meeting will be held on
February 3™ at 1:30pm in the
Upper Room.

18™ ANNUAL CHOCOLATE BUFFET
AND SPAGHETTI DINNER
As you can see our Annual Chocolate Buffet Luverne United Methodist Church

and Spaghetti Dinner is coming up on
February 15, 2026. This has always been an

Sunday, February 15, 2026
annual favorite! It is hard to believe that d BopL GO
anyone doesn’t like chocolate...or
spaghetti...? T

Like all great things it requires help to get it
there. There will be signup sheets in the
Sanctuary for prep work, clean up and of
course who will make chocolates, brownies,
cookies and other yummy treats.

So, break out your aprons and sign up today!

TREATS TO GO will be available.
Everyone welcome ~ Ering a frienud ~ Free-will donation

- -‘.-' 2 - - -
— 3 . ‘=-~.-' - - S -
- . -— = o, o e
= - o A - - -
-

Proceeds will go to the LUMC Compassion Fond
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What is Lent? What does it Signify?

Lent is a 40-day Christian season of prayer, fasting, and repentance
leading to Easter, symbolizing Jesus's 40 days in the wilderness,
preparing believers to commemorate His sacrifice and resurrection
through spiritual reflection, self-discipline, and drawing closer to God,
often by giving up luxuries or developing new spiritual habits.

° Remembrance: Commemorates Jesus's 40 days of fasting and
temptation in the desert.

° Repentance: A time to confess sins and turn back to God, using
practices like sackcloth and ashes as symbols of mortality and
SOrrow.

° Preparation: Prepares believers for Easter by focusing on
Christ's suffering (Good Friday) and resurrection (Easter
Sunday).

e Spiritual Discipline: Involves acts of self-denial (fasting, giving

things up) and spiritual discipline (prayer, almsgiving, service).

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten Season. Ashes on our forehead symbolizes
mortality, mourning, and the need for spiritual renewal by reminding Christians to turn back
to God and remember Jesus® sacrifice for us.

February 18, 2026 ~ First Presbyterian ~ 7pm
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The Lenten Season is upon us which means 7pm service on
Wednesday nights with coffee and treats after. We will need
volunteers to make bars/sweets and getting things set up
beforehand.

If you are interested in helping out, please get in touch with
Christine VonHoltum. Thank you.

We will need volunteers on
February 25, March 11 and March 25, 2026.

Disciples Needed

We are excited to plan another unit of teaching the kids about the disciples. This means we
need 12 men who are willing to take on the persona of one of the disciples and commit to one
Wednesday night with the kids and participate in a special service for Palm Sunday.

We had sooo many great comments and a wonderful experience the last time we did this, it
became something we want to do again. There is not a lot of work that goes along with it, just
the time commitment and learning a little bit about your disciple.

This is a great and simple way to reach out and impress upon the kids the importance of
walking in your faith and being committed to their faith walk. Talk to Pastor Dorie soon,
please! Otherwise she'll track you down... &

o—-m—};og—-ﬂ i
The Confirmation Retreat to the GrandStay is here! We will There are Blessing Bags in the back of the
meet at the church at 3pm and go to check in at the hotel. After | | Sanctuary. These bags contain some snacks,
we check in we will return back to the church to help with the hygienic products, hat and gloves. The purpose of
Chocolate Buffet and Spaghetti Dinner. these bags is for you take with you and hand them

out to people that you see are in need.
During this retreat we will study the Social Principles of the

United Methodist Church and of course there will be fun fun! It If you have already given one out and need to grab
has always been an amazing time! another you can do so. These bags were put
together by our kids. This teaches them how to be
The Retreat is 2 days, February 15-16, 2026 kind and merciful to another person less fortunate.
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Worship Responsibilities

Date Acolytes Lay Hosts Power Sound | Counters | Coffee |Grocery
Reader Point Cards
Feb. Myika M. Laura Roger and Reegan David Felicia Felicia Christine
1 and Hollaren | Sandy Vogt | Gabrielson Vis Hanson Hanson | VonHoltum
Sam K.
Feb Grace S. Christine | Jerryand Jennifer Luther Everett Bill and Brenda
8 ) and V. Ann Hilfers Hall andJanB. | Maggie Stickling
Emerie S. Rigney Paulsen
Feb Duane and Bill Sue Jeanne Jason Gene Mary Karis
15 Ezra Paulsen Stroh Bowron Kruse Ashby Gehrke Dwire
Nelson
Feb. AntoniaT. | Maggie Christine Journey Riley Felicia Josh and Sharron
2 and Paulsen V. Anderson | Anderson | Hanson Emily Bettsinger
Korie S Crabtree
Communion Video
The Aning Family Beth Fick
January 26, 2026 thru February 1, 2026 Roger Carlson

February 2, 2026 thru February 8, 2026

Bryce Schoemacker

February 9, 2026 thru February 15, 2026

Laura Hollaren

February 16, 2026 thru February 22,2026

Morris Fick

February 23, 2026 thru March 1, 2026

Jack Hanson
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It’ s new! We have a QR
code This code will make
it much easier to do
online giving! Just scan
the code with your phone
and it will bring you right
toit

If you are not familiar with
QR codes and need help
with this, have questions,
or want more information
about the code or online
giving you may speak to
Shannon Dwire!

Just a reminder to
everyone: Ginny and Jon
Menning are still
collecting and taking
care of the aluminum
cans. Please drop off in
the plastic bin -
"Clyde the Can Man's”
bin in the southwest
corner of the courtyard.
Thank youl!

LUMC Scan to Give!

February 25, 2026

March 25, 2026

April 22, 2026
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OTHERS

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

4 - Dr. Diane Kennedy 14 - Jim Hanson

5 - Daniel Fick 17 - Morris Fick

6 - Terry Nelson 21 - Ashley Connell
7 - Colby Crabtree Riley Anderson
8 - Brenda Stickling 26 - Peggy Nelson

9 - Beth Wieman
13 - Lincoln Kracht

Cal

LUVERNE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

109 N. FREEMAN AVENUE
LUVERNE, MN 56156
(507) 283-4529

Pastor Dorie Hall
(Home) 507-283-4551
(Cell) 507-920-5278
pastor@umcluverne.com
pastordoriehall77@gmail.com

Church Secretary
Jakki Lindsley
jakki@umcluverne.com
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Dec. 21, 2025 thru Jan. 19, 2026

Category Amount
Children's / Youth Education $205.00
Community Dinner $520.00
General Budget $28,53799
Radio & Broadcasting $565.00
Silver Bucket $10.00
Special $50.00
Trustees £1,080.00
Waorship & Technology $1140.00
VTOTAL CATEGORY $32,107.99
al M Ch

FiN 1A
HEALTH

Hey everyone, we finished 2025 is in strong form and now
we can report in February that we are starting the new year
greatly as well. Money in the bank, all bills paid and all
apportionments are paid. Your commitment to your church
and to your faith is showing and it is amazing! Our
commitment to supporting the church is a decision we make
on purpose. Jesus would tell us through his words that
money is the #1 competitor for our hearts. And that makes
huge sense. Money is a touchy subject, do we agree?
Money is also a stressful subject, especially when we don't
have enough to take care of the things important to us. God
teaches us that He will meet all our needs according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus. And so we come back to
having trust in God's word and our faith. It teaches us that
when we give, we honor and trust Jesus to be our Provider.
And that is exactly what we are being shown right now.

Let us continue to test our Lord as is written in Malachi
3:10 and bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that
there may be food in my house and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.

Imagine the church we will build! Thank you for loving
your faith family and your church! Money is a big deal and
it’s on most people’s minds a lot of the time. However,
every time you give, it’s an opportunity to remember that
God is the master over everything — including money.
Giving reminds us that Jesus is the source of everything we
have. When we give, we HONOR and TRUST Him to be
our provider. That can be terrifying, but in this verse, I see
both a command and a promise. If I will honor God with my
money, Scripture CLEARLY states that He will take care of
me. I’ve seen this happen in my own life, and I know God
wants to do it for you, too!
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