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A welcoming community of Christian disciples seeking to love and serve God and neighbor 

A HAVEN IN BRENTWOOD 

Our church is used for a homeschool. When they began meeting here a few years ago, they renamed them-
selves to match us. They named themselves “Haven Homeschool.” I'm not sure why this has never sparked 
my interest much until recently. We spend a lot of time thinking about the “Brent” in Brenthaven. (Afterall, 
being in Brentwood is a large part of our identity.) But perhaps God is calling us to think more deeply about 
the “HAVEN.” 

One thing that has stuck with me recently was hearing someone describe   
BrentHAVEN as “the best kept secret in Brentwood.” At first, it felt like a 
compliment. (And I definitely think it was intended to be.) But the more I sat 
with it, the more it got me wondering. Why should BrentHAVEN be a secret? 
Why should this wonderful, safe, welcoming HAVEN be kept a secret?  

Historically, some HAVENS were secrets. Safe houses along the Underground 
Railroad had to be hidden. Their existence was quietly passed along through 
songs, symbols, whispers, and stories of hope of enslaved people making it to 
safety. People in desperate need learned where HAVEN could be found be-
cause someone carried the message forward. Their secret was intended to keep 
the HAVENS safe, unchanging. If and when word got out, everything would 
have to change—new songs written, new paths forged, new stories of hope told 
in order to inspire others to follow.  

Should our HAVEN be a secret like the HAVENS of the underground railroad? I think not… But what is 
our song? What is our symbol? What do our whispers and stories of hope tell about WHY we are a HAVEN? 
What are people hearing about a community trying (imperfectly but faithfully) to love and serve God and 
neighbor together? 

This Sunday, we will gather together for our All-Ministry Team Meeting. We’ll talk about our ministries, our 
broken front doors, our times of fellowship, our VBS, our sick members, our worship services, and yes even 
our finances. But underneath all of those conversations is a deeper question. Who are we becoming, and who 
are we doing all of this for? What is our ultimate goal? 

I believe BrentHAVEN’s goal is to spread the gospel. And the good news of the gospel is that there is a   
HAVEN to be found in Jesus Christ. Jesus is a HAVEN where your sins are not counted against you any 
longer and you are loved truly and fully. BrentHAVEN is doing all of its work for any person who needs a 
HAVEN like that. BrentHAVEN is a place where people are known, supported, prayed for, and loved 
through imperfect seasons of life, just like Jesus.  

That is not something we should quietly whisper about. 

We spend a lot of time thinking about the “Brent” in Brenthaven. But perhaps God is calling us to think 
more deeply about the “HAVEN.” Not just for us—for everyone! 

Love ya,  
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CPWM NEWS 

   Our next CPWM meeting will be Tuesday, May 
26. We will be meeting at the church at 10:15 am 
and will carpool to Thistle Farms for lunch and then 
to Diaper Connection at 1:00 pm.  

 

 

   For our April meeting, Rena Sutton, was our 
guest speaker. She’s Brenthaven’s new Children’s 

Ministry Coordinator, and 
we wanted to get to know 
more about her.  

   As a child, she attended 
Woodbine C.P. Church. 
She is proud to be a Cum-
berland Presbyterian and 
loved attending church 
camps. During high school, 
she was also part of a “CO-

OP” group, studying childhood education. After 
having children, Rena started offering art lessons, 
teaching 30 kids, ages 5–18. She comes from a fami-
ly that loves nature—enjoying hiking, waterfalls,   
and exploring the world. She homeschools her three  
children and is the Director of the Homeschool 
“CO-OP” in Murfreesboro. After moving there last 
September she said, “I trusted God would work it 
out for me to be given this opportunity (at Bren-
thaven)—to do what I love with children so they 
feel safe and loved as they learn about God and  
their place in God’s kingdom. This is my life and  
I’m loving it!”  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026 

   Shake It Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out 
God’s Recipe—coming June 8 through June 11. 

Food-ology Factory is this year’s sci-
ence workshop at Vacation Bible 
School. Headed up by Brooke and 
Ben Gross, our visiting chefs will 
have tons of fun with food science! 
How do you make invisible ink 

with food? Are you a “super-taster”? And what 
makes bread rise? Find out the answers to all of this 
and more at Shake-It-Up VBS! Please note that our 
preschool class is currently full, but we 
have openings for all ages K–6th 
grade! Registration is now open. Please 
go to Brenthaven.org/VBS. 

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB 

   The View from Lake Como by Adriana Trigiani 
is May’s pick for the BookEnd Book Club, meeting 
Thursday, May 21 at 9:30 am in the Adult Library.  

JOIN US GROUPS 

   Paint-n-Sip is Thursday, May 14 at 5:45 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall (contact Rena or Suzanne).  

   Sacred Steps is Saturday, May 23 at 10:00 am at 
the Deerwood Arboretum (contact Renee McCulley). 
We hope you will join us!  

MISSIONS MINISTRY 

   The Missions Ministry is collecting laundry deter-
gent for Sacred Sparks Loads of Love Ministry 
throughout the month of May. Please bring your 
donations and leave them on the Sacred Sparks table 
in the Narthex. Thank you! 

THANK YOU! 

   A heartfelt thank you to 
the ladies of the recent 
CPWM Regional Meeting 
who gifted Marty and me a 
Prayer Quilt. It is beautiful 
and full of so many encour-
aging words of scripture. 
And to know that each 
piece of yarn tied together 
was done so with a prayer 
of healing, a prayer from 
ladies we don't even know. 
Thank you so much to all 
involved. Marty certainly 
enjoyed the visit from   
Beverly Garrett, Becky Jones, and Jan Davidson in 
delivering the special gift. It meant a lot.                                                                                 

   Thank you, Cheryl Morris  
 

   (Note: The prayer quilt is part of a biannual cus-
tom from the Nashville Regional CP Women’s Min-
istry. The custom is carried out by one CP church’s 
handiwork with another choosing the recipient. The 
quilt was handmade by someone in the Dickson CP 
Church, and Brenthaven chose Cheryl and Marty as 
the recipients. It was recently delivered to them by 
the three Brenthaven women. The numerous knots 
on the quilt are tied as a prayer is offered up in the 
name of the person(s) receiving it.)  
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

Recent Additions 

 Marty Morris  
 Johnny Rush (father of Kip Rush) 
 Bob Seigenthaler (friend of Bob Dozier)  

Members 

 Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly Crowe, 
David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Carol Ford, 
Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales, Madge 
Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy, Nancy 
Humphrey, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Bill 
Moser, Rose O’Hara, Jack Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry 
Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Scott 
Strickland, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James Talley 

 Family and Friends 

 Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe 
Malloy), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl 

Campbell), Quinn Campbell (great-nephew of Linda Pulley), Lauren 
(friend of Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha 

Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewart), Chrissy 
Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in

-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of John 

Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry 
(uncle of Aaron Ferry), Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (son of 

Beverly Garrett), Harriet Gilliam (friend of the Rushes), Miklos 
Gerendas, Amy Glenn (daughter of Becky & Ronny Jones), Gregg 
Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (friend of the Crafting group), 
Hudson Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard 
(daughter of co-worker of Sharon Malloy), Walter McBee, Jr. (son of 

Walter McBee, Sr.), Bettie Mason (friend of Barbara Dial), Butch 
Mayes (friend of Walter McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-granddaughter of 

Barbara Dial), Colton Osborne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan 
Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben 

Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone 
(nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland), 

Marjorie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Malloy), Casey Sherwin   
(co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy 
Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany Spradling, Caden 
Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina Sullivan, Jim 
Summitt (uncle of Blair Summitt), Gary Tessar (friend of Jan 

Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor), Lynn 
Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam Warren (son of Cindi 

& John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of Brooke Gross), those 
serving our country 

Deaths 

 Family of Ben Davis  
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MEMORIALS 

In memory of Millie Benefield 
   Loretta Sneed 

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT 

KOK GAME NIGHT TONIGHT 

   All children are invited to join Rena for a GAME 
NIGHT tonight at 5:45 pm until 7:30 pm in the 
Adult Library. Let's break out some board games, play 
some cards, and strengthen our fellowship. Walking 
tacos for dinner! 

   Baker Hasty is graduating from Hillsboro High 
School. He was in the International Baccalaureate pro-
gram, active in Youth in Government, and played on 
the 2025 State Championship Lacrosse Team. Baker 
plans to pursue pharmaceutical sciences on the pre-
med track at Ohio State University. He’s the grandson 
of Brenda and Ron Medlin. Congratulations, Baker! 
 

   Isabel Draper-Hasty is graduating from Vanderbilt 
Divinity School with a Master of Divinity degree and 
was honored as the Founder’s Metalist and Valedicto-
rian. Isabel is married to Jackson Hasty, grandson of 
Brenda and Ron Medlin. Congratulations, Isabel! 

   Ollie Faircloths’s Make-A-Wish 
was to donate LEGO’s to Vander-
bilt Children’s Hospital. Donations 
to Make-A-Wish allowed him to 
purchase over $8,000.00 of LEGO’s 
for kids in the hospital, and his story 
inspired hundreds of additional   
donations. Ollie, who battled an aggressive form of 
cancer, used Legos to help him cope during his treat-
ments at the hospital. He wanted to give back and help 

children who might be going 
through something similar. He 
recently was able to deliver the 
donations he had purchased. “I 
just felt so happy knowing that I 
can inspire other people to do 
good things as well, like I can do,” 
Ollie said. For Ollie, the donation 
was about making the hospital a 
little better for those children who 
might be facing a similar situation 

that he once faced. Way to go, Ollie! 



     May 14 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) 

   5:45 PM Paint-n-Sip (Fellowship Hall) 

     May 17 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship   
   12:00 PM All Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

   5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room) 

     May 18 10:00 AM Young @ Heart (Adult Library) 

      May 20 6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)  

      May 21 9:30 AM BookEnd Book Club (Adult Library)  

   11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) 

     May 23 10:00 AM Sacred Steps (Deerwood Arboretum)  

      May 24 9:30 AM Sunday School  
   10:45 AM Worship (Pentecost Sunday) 
     

BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
516 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909 

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M. 

PHONE: (615) 373-4826 
FAX: (615) 373-4869 

www.brenthaven.org 

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY 17          

STAFF & LEADERSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor 

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor  

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry 

Linda Pulley, Director of Music 

Amity Marsh, Organist 

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.org) 

Session – The Elders 

Class of 2026 Class of 2027             Class of 2028 
Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell 
Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins 
Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott 
Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MAY 10 

Seventh Sunday of Easter (white)  

Acts 1:6-14; 

 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11;  

   John 17:1-11 

Stamp 

 OPERATING BUDGET 

Dedicated Giving                                       $00 

Donations towards Budgeted Expense 9,420.41 

Weekly Need 10,835.00 

Received Year-to-Date 174,034.64 

Actual Spend Year-to-Date 214,413.02 

Difference   -40,378.38 
Reminder: Our next All-Ministry Team Meeting 
is this Sunday, May 17, after worship.  


