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Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give a hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace

n From the Fastor’s

The next day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper, and said,
"Take care of him, and when I come
back I will repay you whatever more
you spend.” (Luke 10:35)

You might recognize this passage
as coming from a story Jesus told
after an expert in the law stood
up to test Jesus. The expert asked
Jesus what he must do to inherit
eternal life. Jesus answered, “You
shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soufl and with all your strength
and with all your mind and your
neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus
answered, “You have given the
right answer; do this, an§ you will live.”

The man then asked a further question, “who is my
neighbor?” Jesus answered with the story of the Good
Samaritan. The story told of two experts in the law —a
priest and a Levite (a man of the priestly tribe). These
two men passed by a wounded Samaritan man and
didn’t help him because of the man-made laws. There
were two laws that prohibited these two men from
caring for this woundre)d Samaritan man.

The first had to do with purity laws. Jews were not
to touch blood or they would f\;ecome tainted in sin,
be ‘unclean” and therefore, not right before God. Had
that been one of God’s commandments? No, of course
not. It had arisen out of these man-made laws.

The second reason they did not help this man is
because he was a Samaritan — a foreigner and an
unpure Jew who came from the northern kingdom and
was an enemy to the Jews. Did God ever say that we
should not take care of the foreigners or our enemies?
No. In fact, God commanded just the opposite — “Love
your neighbor as yourself” and Jesus said, “Love and
pray for your enemies.”

These are hard sayings, and being a Christian who
follows Jesus’ commands is difficult. We like to say ‘we
care’ about all. We welcome ‘all’, but is that the truth?
Ask yourself whether or not we have self-imposed
boundaries as to whom we would care for and whom
we would welcome.

Jesus” story about the Good Samaritan is a story
about unconditional love for our neighbors. And our
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neighbors happen to be anyone we
encounter — even our enemies.

We want people to come to
church to experience our worship
and our hospitality, but this is only
part of how the other experiences
God’s love. When it comes down
to it, the way we show God’s love
is to care for the other. Loving our
neighbors isn’t just sitting next to
them in worship and then ignoring
them the next six days of the week.

Many attribute the saying
“People don’t care how much we
know until they know how much
we care” to Theodore Roosevelt. That might not be an
accurate attribution, but it sure is a good saying.

We need each other. We need to care for all neighbors
— even the ones who sit next to us in church. The
block party was very special. I got to meet some of
our nei%hbors who live, work, and play here. Iheard
some of their joys, discovered some real talents, and
felt some of their concerns. In a short amount of time, I
discovered a whole new appreciation for the people on
our block. They are literally our neighbors, and I began
to care for them.

While the weather is still relatively nice, we can all
live out the command of Jesus to love and care for
(Continued on page 2)
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(Pastor Letter continued from page 1)

our neighbors - whether they are friends, enemies, or
strangers. Turn off the electronics and wonder outside.
Introduce or re-introduce yourself to your neighbors.
Get to know them, and you might just find out gou
care more deeply for them than you thought possible

Enjoy the ending of summer and look forward to fall
as we repent of our made-made restrictions and turn
towards God and live as followers of Christ.

Peace and blessings be upon you all!

Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

Regular Worship Schedule

9:00am g.-‘;" g
Contemporary @‘(

10:45am
Traditional

Pastoral Acts

Death — Pastor Debbie officiated at the
graveside of John Heiniger.

This summer, Pastor Debbie also made
ten visits, two hospital visits, and held
the pet blessing. Pastor Debbie was also

active at the follow events: Led VBS with St. Johns
UCC; Represented Grace LC at Red Lion Street Fair,
Revolution Game, and the Block Party; Did a pulpit
exchange with St. Paul, Hametown to celebrate their
150th anniversary.

CHURCH®@" oy COUNCIL

Repors Newy

Treasurer: Scott shared the minor corrections made
to the financial reports ( titles) . Scott also requested
that we transfer $30,000 from Merrill to the operating
account to cover anticipated expenses. A motion was
made and passed.

Social Ministry: Clothing distribution set up will start
on 8/19. An additional evening set up will be on 8/20.

Mission & Discipleship: Kristine asked for volunteers
to help with the RL Street Fair on 8/10. She also shared
the items available as handouts at the booth. That
evening members will be manning a booth at the Revs
1§ame. Small business Saturday is 11/30 and we will be

olding a bazaar. The successful blood drive of 6/27
was mentioned also. Haircuts will be offered on 11/24
to community members.

Several Committees did not meet in the month of
July: Music & Worship, Parish Ed,

Property: Mark shared the results of the security
system bids. A total of $25,798 is needed to replace
our system. That bid is from Choice Systems. Snow
removal bids was discussed. Mark shared the Progress
on acquiring materials for the clothing ministry
changes.

Rebuild: Joe gave us an update on the member
sessions held in July and August. There is the 3rd
session on 8/25.

Food Pantry: RL Homecoming food drive will
happen again this year.

Clothing Ministry: Kristine shared that the new
layout has been finalized. The $3,000 expense is
anticipated to be from community members (from
letters sent to various businesses) Approximately $775
has been pledged so far. Servants, Inc has volunteered
to help with construction. The many advantages to the
program were discussed and the positive effect on our
users was discussed.

Kristine shared that we are holding a homelessness
seminar on 8/14. Various community groups are
participating.




ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

This monthly column is inspired by Erma Grim. She has a
life-long interest in Christian inspirational messages, and has a
large collection from various sources. Currently, The Beacon is
working through a book owned by Erma entitled: Between-Time
Meditations by Samuel F. Page and published by The Bethany
Press, St. Louis, MO in 1954
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Increase my love, O God,
To take in every man
Of every clime, and every

race,
As well as my own little
clan.

Increase my sight, O God,
That I may come to see
In ever bit of beauty here
A touch of thy divinity.

Increase my will, O God,
That I may have the power
To live the way I want to

live-
Through every week, and
day and hour.

Increase my strength, O
God,
That I may come to do
This fascinating work of
thine-
Till every task is through.

GRACEFUL WOMEN

You won’t want to miss the sEeCial presentation by
Mary Loyer as we meet this Thursday, September 5
at 7:00 p.m. Come and find out about her surprising
and insightful trip to Morocco this summer. All are
welcome!

Prezentotion
by Mory Loyer

o

Craceful Women
September 5@ 7 pm

DISCOVERY AND CONNECTION
SCHEDULE

Our Discovery and Connection
sessions are meeting in the
Welcome Center from 10-10:30
a.m. Everyone is invited to share
in the lessons that are presented.
Here is a list of the lessons for
September:

September 1 - 40 Years in the Desert DVD Bruce
Feiler

September 8 - Safety in the Church

September 15 - The Wired Word

September 22 - The Wired Word

September 29 - The Wired Word
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Girls Scouts

PRAY FOR A GREAT YEAR!

WHAT'S IN THE DISPLAY CASE?
Food Pantry Display

In the cabinet for September is a
typical example of what each family
receives on one of our food giveawa
days which happen four times eac
year. The only thing missing is an
example of the perishable items which
would include milk, margarine, bread,
eggs, frozen meat, fish, pork, chicken,
or hamburger.
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It really says so much about food
insecurity and what we sometimes take
for granted. It is even more meaningful
to volunteer at the food pantry days.

Went Bo Receive Ghe Bedcon
ElectBronicadlly®
It's Easy!
Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.
We’'ll take care of the rest.




BOOK CLUB

This month, we are reading The
W 4@ Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
by Rebecaa Skloot. If you would
like reading and discussion, you
are welcome to join the group
every third Thursday at 6:30 p.m.
in the Welcome Center. We are
a registered book club in the York Library system and
therefore all of our books are loaned to us. Goodreads.
com has this to say about the book:

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know
her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer
who worked the same land as her enslaved ancestors,
yet her cells—taken without her knowledge —became
one of the most important tools in medicine. The first
“immortal” human cells grown in culture, they are still
alive today, though she has been dead for more than
sixty years. If you could Eile all HeLa cells ever grown
onto a scale, they’d weigh more than 50 million metric
tons—as much as a hundred Empire State Buildings.
HelLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine;
uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the atom
bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances
like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene mapping;
and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet
Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown, buried in
an unmarked grave.

Now Rebecca Skloot takes us on an extraordinary
journey, from the “colored” ward of Johns Hopkins
Hospital in the 1950s to stark white laboratories with
freezers full of Hela cells; from Henrietta’s small,
dying hometown of Clover, Virginia — a land of
wooden quarters for enslaved people, faith healings,
and voodoo — to East Baltimore today, where her
children and grandchildren live and struggle with the
legacy of her cells.

Henrietta’s family did not learn of her “immortality”
until more than twenty years after her death, when
scientists investigating HeLa began using her husband
and children in research without informed consent.
And though the cells had launched a multimillion-
dollar industry that sells human biological materials,
her family never saw any of the profits. As Rebecca
Skloot so brilliantly shows, the story of the Lacks family
— past and present — is inextricably connected to the
history of experimentation on African Americans, the
birth of bioethics, and the
~ legal battles over whether we
control the stuff we are made
of.

. Intimate in feeling,
astonishing in scope, and
impossible to put down, The
" Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks captures the beauty
and drama of scientific
. discovery, as well as its
human consequences.

COME AND MAKE MUSIC

Choir rehearsals will resume
on Wednesday, September 11,
with Grace Choir at 6:30 p.m.
in the sanctuary followed by
Ringers by Grace on the balcony
at 7:00 p.m. Any children ages
10 and up interested in ringing
chimes with Ringers by Grace are
invited to attend on the balcony
at 7:00 p.m. on September 11.

SAFETY SUNDAY

All are invited at attend a special program in the
sanctuary on September 8 at 10a.m. During the
presentation called Safety Sunday, you will learn how
to be safe in our church, how to protect members from
attacks or accidents, what to do to keep yourself safe
and other important information designed by firemen
and policemen who helped contribute to the program.
Mark your calendar and plan now to attend this very
important lesson.

Safety Starts
Wzth YOuU?

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, %)ublicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THE NOTEBOOKS OF JAMES HAZELWOOD
Approaching God through Metaphor: The Psalms as Sacred Symbols for Today

This monthly feature is from the website: https://www.jameshazelwood.net/newsletter and is a subscription (it's free) newsletter
where Bishop Hazelwood “circumambulates around a topic involving gritty Christian Mysticism, the Depth Psychology of Carl Jung
and contemporary Post-Secular society. For more, checkout the website.

“If we are honest the only way we can approach God
is through metaphor, through symbol.” gays the lead
singer ot the Irish Band U2. I came across that quote
while rewatching his conversation with author Eugene
Peterson.

The Psalms are a unique piece of ancient sacred
text found in the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament.
Essentially, lyrics from the Hebrew people’s worship
liturgies, prayers, and poems are from various tribes,
villages, priests, and people. They would have formed
the prayer life of people for hundreds, if not thousands,
of years. Yeshua quotes them frequently as he wanders
the hills around Galilee and in the streets of Jerusalem.
At the end of his life, he taps into the Psalms of pain and
suffering, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Psalm 22)

Yahweh (pronounced yah -way, what the Hebrew
Bible calls God) inhabits the Psalms because those lyrics
exllnress an encounter with the numinous, mystery, and
holiness in a vibrant manner. The ineffable is always
unknowable directly. All we can ever know is the
image that comes to us from it. Bono means this when
he says the only way we can approach God is through
metaphor, through symbol. Even the word God is a
sgmbol. Three letters are put to%ether, spelled out in
the English language, and a symbol.

In his book The Sacred Psyche, Edward Edinger
describes the power of the Psalms. “I have known
several quite irreligious people who were astonished
to discover that certain Psalms were the only texts
that spoke to their condition during a period of grave
upheaval.” People find comfort, yes, gut even more
so, they find companionship in the Psalms. They have
this sense that someone, perhaps a human being or
a supreme being, has been in the same place before
them. We cannot underestimate the value of that
companionship.

But the language of the Psalms can read a bit rough,
awkward, and out of step with our time and language.
This is why Eugene Peterson’s translations of the
Psalms are a book I go to a lot, especially when my
passions are firing on many cylinders. Peterson gave
these ancient lyrics a new rhythm, language, and
relevance - at least for me and the 17 million others
who have bought The Message.

An Example
Psalm 13 (A Classic Translation)
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long must I bear pain in my soul
and have sorrow in my heart all day long?
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
Psalm 13 (The Message)
1-2 Long enough, Goc% —

you've ignored me long enough.
I've looked at the back of your head
long enough. Long enough
I've carried t%is ton of troulgale,
lived with a stomach full of pain.
Long enoul%h my arrogant enemies
have looked down their noses at me.

Both work, but in The Message, I can enter into the
Psalm, read or speak the words, and own them. Yes, I
know the arguments from scholars and academics that
critiqued this work. Some have merit, butI'm interested
in finding ways to help people discover or re-discover
ways to make for a more intimate relationship with the
divine. The Message helps make that happen.

You can discover the Psalms via the Message online
and compare translations. I'm old school in this regard,
so I own a couple of paperback copies of The Book of
Psalms: The Message Version. I like to give them out.

Then there is U2’s version of Psalm 40, titled simply
40.
I waited patiently for the Lord.
He inclined and heard my cry.
He brought me up out of the pit
Out of the miry clay.

I will sing, sing a new song.
I will sing, sing a new song.
How long to sing this song?
How long to sing this song?
How long, how long, how long
How long to sing this song?

You set my feet upon a rock
And made my footsteps firm.
Many will see, many will see and hear.

I will sing, sing a new song.
I will sing, sing a new song
How long to sing this song?
How long to sing this song?

How do you express the yearning, the desire, the
connection with that which can ultimately notbe named
or claimed? You can’t, but through art, literature, song,
and many other ways, we get close through the use
and gift of metaphor and symbol.

“At the core of Carl Jung’'s perception is intimated
the expression “the symbolic life.” There is a very deep,
autonomous process at work in each of us which
reaches the surface in metaphor or in symbol.” - Dr.
James Hollis



LUTHERAN CAMPING

] As Summer, ends,
the Lutheran Camping
Corporation continues to
host varied activities for
allagesrightherein South
Central = Pennsylvania.
If you would like more
information, visit the
website:  https://www.
lutherancamping.org/

upcoming-events/ or call 717-677-8211.

Dinner Church - September 8 at 5 p.m. at the Wittel

Farm. Dinner Church is a community gathered around
a shared meal to listen, connect, sing, pray, eat, drink,

and

be with God in creation. Bring some food to share.

ALIVE - September 27-29 at Nawakwa. ALiVE is the
Lower Susquehanna Synod’s annual middle-school
retreat.
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Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

01 — In honor of our returning students
& teachers

08 - In memory of Albert & Blanche
Arnold, George & Rosette Barshinger, &
Edward Arnold by Fern & famil

15 — In memory of Noah & Ethelda
Smith by their children & grandchildren
22 - In memory of Peggy Keener &
Linda Yelle & in honor of Jay Keener by
their children Cindy, Teresa, Craig, &
Blaine

29 - The altar flowers are presented to
the glory of God
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. October’s flowers:

06 - In memory of our grandmothers,
Doris Workinger and Dollie Miller, by
Samantha and Dylan Miller
13 - In memory of Mr & Mrs Augustus
Neiman, Mr& Mrs Woodrow Fix &
Mr & Mrs Wiley Flinchbaugh by the
Flinchbaugh & Fix families

- The pedestal flowers are in memory
of the deceased loved ones by Ed
Dellinger & familty
20 - In memory of my dad's 102th
birthday Fritz Reider by Dee, Tom,
Krista & Lili
27 - In memory of Phil Golden by Pat
Golden & family Y
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September (Celebrations

Birthdays
=1

14- Marion Wiemert
15- Alec Crawford
16- Sharon Phillips
17- Lillien Kiehner
17- Jennifer Kuhn

01- Jeffrey Arnold
01- Hunter Jones

02- John Hartman
02- Trevor Manahan
04- Dee Bowles

05- Diana Bailey 19- Bradley Mummert
05- Brett Hammers 19- Carol Vigna
07- Jessie Fishel 23- Robert Miller

24- Adam Golden

24- Sami Peters

25- Cindy Christenberry
26- Morgan Gwinn

26- Benjamin Hanzlik
27- Lesa Arnold
27-James Isett

27- Ralph Urey

29- Sharon Bucher

29- Todd Barnes

07- Susan Hammers
08- Nancy Becker
11- Peggy Ericson
11- Mason Shaffer
11- Matthew Shaffer
11- Andrea Stanley
11- Pamela Stadler
12- Jennifer Lloyd
12- Robin Walker
13- Joe Turek

14- Holly Barker

14- Sharon Hont

==t i
Wef/aﬁ'nﬂ Anniversaries T E& r__::_-_"il

01- Zach & Bryel Turner
04- John & Laura Hartman
11- Richard & Geri Jacobs
13- Carl &Dee Bowles

18- Robert & Jessie Fishel
19- Nate & Abby Snyder
28- Kurt & Tammy Golden
29- Mark & Linda Ricci
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