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ALL ARE WELCOME
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

MIDDLETOWN. NEW JERSEY

This issue of the Crier focuses on some of the often
overlooked “Objets d’art” on the walls of our Christ
Church buildings. Where did the art come from and why
is it hanging here? If an issue about Art seems out of
place, consider the many mentions of artistic talents and
craftsmanship in the Bible.

While some passages warn against art as idolatry, others praise the artist.
Exodus, chapter 28, verse 3 says “tell all the skilled workers to whom I have
given wisdom in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his
consecration, so he may serve me as priest” and Exodus, chapter 35, verse 10
directs that “All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything
the Lord has commanded.” Philippians, chapter 4, verse 8 instructs, “Finally,
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”

Interestingly, the great Oscar Wilde in his “De Profundis” letter (written in 1897
while in prison), saw Jesus Christ as an Artist. “I see a far more intimate and
immediate connection between the true life of Christ and the true life of the
artist; and I take a keen pleasure in the reflection that long before sorrow had
made my days her own and bound me to her wheel I had written in The Soul of
Man that he who would lead a Christ-like life must be entirely and absolutely
himself, and had taken as my types not merely the shepherd on the hillside and
the prisoner in his cell, but also the painter to whom the world is a pageant and
the poet for whom the world is a song.”

Enjoy learning more about Christ Church art and its history

Vicki Schmelzer - Vestry Chair for Communications

Quick links:

Christ Church Website: www.christchurchmiddletown.org
Christ Church Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown/
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May Historic Church Events

Christ Church Middletown took
part in two events celebrating the
nation’s 250th anniversary. For the
third year, the Historic Church was
open for visitors during Weekend in
Old Monmouth. Later in May, for
the Middletown250 Block Party,
there were docent tours of the
historic church and cemetery.
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Epiphany Sunday and Blessing of the Prayer Shawls
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CHRIST CHURCH ANNUAL PICNIC
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CHRIST CHURCH ART

LET NO MAN DESPISE THY YOU TH BUT BE

THOU AN EXAMPLE OF THE BELIEVERS x

What is a Triptych? A triptych is described by
Merriam Webster as a “picture (such as an altar
piece) or carving in 3 panels side by side.”

Note: verbiage is from 1st Timothy chapter 4:12

The next time you are walking on the first floor of the Main Church building, take time to look at these two Triptychs
by artists Nina Barr Wheeler (above) and Edith Emerson (below). Research done by Christ Church Shrewsbury
(https://christchurchshrewsbury.org/?page_id=2385) informs that during WWII, a group called the Citizens Committee
for Army, Navy and Air Force commissioned art works for armed force use, with a goal of providing worship settings

for military personnel. Later these works were released, with some offered to churches at no cost. Rev. James Simpson
of Christ Church Middletown, along with the rectors of Christ Church Shrewsbury and St John’s in Little Silver, went
to Long Island to procure the art and returned with 11 triptychs by various artists. Each church received 2 triptychs,

with the location of the remaining 5 pieces still unknown.
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(Right) article from New York Times Oct. 10, 1942

An exhibition of chapel triptychs prepared for devotional use by
our armed forces opens today in the second-floor galleries of the
National Academy of Design, 1083 Fifth Avenue (between Eighty-
ninth and Ninetieth Streets). A preview, with tea, will be held this
afternoon from 3 to 6—admission $1.10. Thereafter the work may
be seen (afternoons from 1 to 6, admission 30 cents) through Oct.
23. Service men in uniform and their guests will be admitted
without charge. These new triptyches represent further
development of a plan launched some time ago by the Citizens
Committee for Army and Navy. Many artists have devoted
considerable time to this work, and it is evident that a great deal of
thought and care have been expended. The triptych, which, when
folded and packed in a special case that afterward serves as a
small altar, can be easily transported and seems very effectively to
solve the problem with which the artists found themselves
confronted.
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THE CASE OF THE MISSING TRIPTYCH?

The research from Christ Church Shrewsbury mentioned on Page 5
says that the 3 churches each received 2 triptychs in the early 1970s.
However, Christ Church Middletown appears to have 3 triptychs,
which would explain 1 of the missing 5 mentioned. But what
happened to the two side panels of the Gleb Derujinsky piece?
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MORE CHRIST CHURCH ART

The NYT story contains a few errors. First, the name of
ecclesiastical artist, liturgical designer and wood carver
Robert Robbins (1899-1975) last name is misspelled in
the first instance and it was Alexander Gagna
(1921-2010- obituary says 1920), and not Albert Ganya,
who stained and gilded the finished carvings. Read more
about Alex Gagna’s work at The House of Heydenryk:

http://www.hevdenrvk.com/gagna.html

Wood Carvings Depict Jesus’s Life

By MICHAEL GOODWIN
Special 1o The New York ';‘imu

MIDDLETOWN — Four-
wood carvings depicting the
life of Christ from the An-
nunciation to the Ascension
have been mounted zlong the
back and side walls of Christ
Episcopal Church.

In addition to the opening
and closing scenes iIn the
life of Christ, the set includes
the Nativity, Christ -in the
Temple, the Sermon on the
Mount, Palm Sunday, the
Last Supper, the Crucifixion
and Easter.

“Since our parish church
is located on the pre-Revolu-
tionary road known- as The
King's Highway, it seemed
appropriate to call these me-
morials ‘The King’s Highway:
Events in the Life of Christ,”
said the Very Rev. Jarhes
B. Simpson, the rector.

Robert Robbijus, .a prom-
inent ecclesjastical artist,
first sketched the  proposed

scenes and, upon: approval,.
completed the carvings in.

his New York studio. Work-
ing in American white wood,
Mr, Robbins and his brother,
Alan, spent nearly a full year
on the project. . .
Thé finshed carvings were
then stained in natural wood

tones, with gold and silver:

polychroming, b Albert
Ganya. of the Heydenryk Gal-
leries in New York. All three
men were present at the re-
cent dedication ceremonies.

Mr. Simpson initiated the
project nearly three wvears
ago. He was inspired by a
hymn that begins:

“lI know not where the
road will lead . . . I only
krow I walk the King's High-
way.”

“The phrase, ‘'The King's

Albert Gaﬂy@'ﬁﬁiéﬁing a wood éan;ving'- for the éhrist_ “EbiScOpal Chqi'_qi igi'Mi_q

Highway,’ ‘is ‘a . coincidence,

of coursé,” Mr, Simpson sadd.-
“The king who -owned . the’
highway is not the same king

in the hymn.” - :

1t is his hope that the

carvings will be vivid remin-
ders of Christ’s life and, as
such, a source of encourage-
ment for adults and an edu-
cational aid for children.

The carvings are moumed:

on the back and side walls
of the colonial-style church,

which was constructed in:

1965, Each of the carvings—
they measure about two by

two feet and are two inches
thich-—was donated ' to- the
church. by - parish “mernhérs
in hopor of friends or rela-
tives ~ who' ‘died recently.
Small gold - plaques-: placed
beneath the carvings carry
the names. of the donor and
the deceased. - -
According to Mr. Simpson,
the nearly 300 famniilies in
the parish have-received- the
works very enthusiastically.
A booklet containing photo-
graphs of the - carvings is

being" prepared .for. distribu._

tion to visitors.

&he New York Eimes
Published: June 8, 1975
Copyright © The New York Times

Man Robbins
dletown |
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What's Happening at Christ Church

July 10 - Summer Social

July 19 - Christmas in July
August 11 - Beach Party

September 4 Summer Social

In coming weeks, work will begin
on replacing the Historic Church
roof. This may last for 1-2 weeks,
depending up the weather.

This means that the 8 am services
may have to be moved to the Main
Church.

HISTORIC ROOF — Hond hewn stungles are being used to re-roof higteric

Ctrist Church. Middfctown. with the cssisfonce of o gront trom ihe LLS. De- |
poriment of the Interior in recognirion of the structuie s listing on the Na-
hienal Register of Historic Places Two porishioners. atlorney Willlam N
sadgen ond locat historion Mrs Theima K lelliffe. wepect the work The

chureh bujloing wos complgted m 1838 or & framewors sating Y
1744.  ALA fm,( é}ylﬁ-—-—- .f?.lwfa y

Please contact Steve Grieshaber if
you have any questions

IMPORTANT LIVE-STREAM MESSAGE: In order to present the best quality of our new audio/
visual system, the church plans to switch all live-streaming (except for Morning and Evening Prayer)
to YouTube from Facebook in the weeks ahead. For anyone at home, you would simply click the
link on the Worship/Worship Bulletins page (it will say YouTube instead of Facebook). You do not
need to be a YouTube subscriber to watch the service. When the time comes, we will also put the
YouTube link on the Christ Church Facebook page until everyone is comfortable with the transition.

Christ Episcopal Church
90 Kings Highway
Middletown, New Jersey 07748
Office: (732) 671-2524
Email: office@christchurchmiddletown.org




