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Keeping a Father on the Road 

For a hardworking single father, reliable 
transportation wasn’t just a convenience—it 
was a necessity. His car was essential for 
getting children to school, attending doctor’s 
appointments, and commuting to a job in An-
aconda. But when one of his tires blew out—
and another was close behind—he found 
himself in a difficult situation. He needed two 
new tires, but the cost was more than he could afford, filling him with 
anxiety about how he would manage.  

Thanks to the generosity of Aldersgate Church, we were able to help find 
a solution. With the funds provided, we partnered with Lisac’s Tire Shop 
to secure two gently used tires in excellent condition, ensuring his vehi-
cle was safe and roadworthy once again. 

The father was deeply grateful, expressing how much this support meant 
for both him and his children. Knowing he could continue providing for 
his family without interruption brought an incredible sense of relief.  



Seth’s Message 
We continue our series of articles about how our 
church works. Each month we will look at one of the 
ministry teams, who is on the team, what they do, and 
how often and when they meet. 
Last month our focus was on the Christian Education 
Committee. This month our attention is on the Com-
mittee on Nominations. 

 This is a group that only meets at one time of the year, but 
when they meet they are busy. Our entire purpose is to discern the abili-
ties and capabilities of the congregation to staff all of our ministry teams. 
We meet in the preparation leading up to charge conference and in many 
cases our work is finished after one, two, and sometimes three meetings. 
We usually start with the leadership and then focus on the committees 
that are required by our Book of Discipline (Staff-Parstor / Parish, Fi-
nance, and Trustees), and then every other committee. Our goal is al-
ways to find just the right people who have the gifts and graces for each 
position in the church. Once all we have staff each committee we forward 
our report onto the Administrative Council who then forwards the deci-
sions to Charge Conference. 

The chair of the committee is the pastor and this is a requirement 
of the Book of Discipline. Committee members are: Brad Belke, Janet 
Fletcher-Rich, Marcia Lubick, Janet Axelson, Betty Banderob, Heather 
Marsh, Lauren Kippen, Roberta Dobb, and Isaac Hoffman. 

Next month we will look at the ministry brought to us by the Lay Ad-
vocates. 

Seth 
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Sermon Series 
 ALLELUIA … The month of February is African American History 
Month and to honor our brothers and sisters we will be looking at, exam-
ining, and signing five great African Spirituals. The choir will be working 
with our pastor to bring their anthem into these messages. You will find 
hope, power, and songs that continue to transcend history. 

ALLELUIA 
February 2

nd
 – “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” 

February 9
th
 – “Go Down Moses” 

February 16
th
 – Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child” 

February 23
rd

 – “Steal Away to Jesus” 
March 2

nd
 – “Amazing Grace” 

Midweek Lipreaders – a Lay-led Bible study – will reconvene 

January 15
th
 at 10:00 AM to start a new book  – “Knowing: Basics 

of the Faith”. Anyone who enjoys good conversation and black 

Methodist coffee is welcome to attend! 
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Kitchen Renovations: 
I announced Sunday (26th) that work started on our kitchen renovation 
last week and would probably continue through March.  The kitchen 
is now 60 years old and it’s time for an update.  Fortunately, we have 
had some members who gifted us the funds necessary to complete this 
renovation.  One woman gifted us $95,000 on the bathroom project so 
we wouldn’t have to wait to start the kitchen project.  When someone 
donates money to the church for a special project Leadership is obli-
gated to use the gift for the designated project.  That means we can’t 
use the money for our day-to-day expenses or for other projects.   
Heating system:  I have applied for two grants to help with covering 
the expense of a new boiler/heating system.  Our application for the 
first grant was insufficient but I think we are on track to fix that appli-
cation and be back in the running soon.  We are expecting to hear on 
the second grant in late February.  For right now Ed has the system in 
good shape and he thinks we have 3 or so years before we need to 
worry.  Thanks Ed. 
Day-to-day expenses.  While special gifts are wonderful, we can’t for-
get our tithes and offerings.  It’s these weekly or monthly gifts that 
pay the salaries, utilities and other day-to-day expenses that keep our 
church home in operation. 
Brad Belke 



BEING A TEN TALENT CHRISTIAN 
I believe that God loans us time, talent, and 
treasure, and how we use these gifts deter-
mines our recognition and reward in heaven.  
The wise use of our talents here on earth de-
termines how many crowns we are rewarded 

at the judgment, crowns being another word for blessings we 
receive for our service to others in their time of need.  
Some of you, most of you probably, realize that I like to win. 
Which is a polite way to say that I am a poor loser.   But the 
truth is I don’t want to get into heaven by the skin of my 
teeth, or as the scripture said, “as one escaping through 
flames”.  I want a crown.  Actually, I want as many crowns as 
I can get.  Because when I stand at the seat of judgment, I 
want my God and Savior to exclaim for all to hear that I was a 
good and faithful servant.  
Which brings us full circle to the title of this message and the 
story of the ten talents.  I want to be Ten Talent Christian. I 
want to be recognized for taking the 5 talents I was given and 
investing them wisely.  And then I want to leave the seat of 
judgment with the crowns of blessing as my reward, a true 
ten talent Christian. 
 At the second judgment of believers, I want to be awarded 
the Crown of Self-control for avoiding temptation and sin.  
I want to be awarded the Crown of Influence, for praying for 
others, for giving my time and money, and for forgiving those 
around me that trespassed against me.  
I want to be awarded the Crown of Righteousness for running 
the race to which I was assigned and eagerly waiting for 
God’s return.  
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End of Year Financials 
Total Spending: 
  Year to Date Budget        Year to Date Actual Spending 
   $191,269      $208,480  

Total Giving:  
  Year to Date Budget     Year to Date Actual Giving 
   $191,402      $175,702  

As we reflect on our church’s financials in 2024, we wanted to share an up-
date on our budget. While our expenses have exceeded income, we are en-
couraged by the increase in giving during November and December, which 
helped us get closer to our giving goals.  

We continue to make necessary repairs to the boiler, adding to the cost of our 
regular expenses. As we move into the new year, we kindly ask for your con-
tinued support and generosity. Your contributions make a significant impact, 
and we are deeply grateful for your dedication to our church’s mission in 2024.  

And finally, I want to be awarded the Crown of Life for having 
used wisely all the talents that God entrusted to me and then 
being acknowledged as a good and faithful servant, by my 
Lord and Savior.  
Today my prayer for all of you, is that you will decide to use 
your talents wisely, and act with resolve to run the race and 
live as true Ten Talent Christians.  So that on the day of Judg-
ment, our Lord and Savior will say to each of you, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant, come and share your master’s hap-
piness.”  
Brad Belke  


