
  A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
Chiming of the Hour 
 

Organ Voluntary The First Noel Zachary Golden 
  David Lasky 
 

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Ted. Goshorn 
 

Offertory What Child Is This? Zachary Golden 
  Timothy Albrecht 
 

*Carol in Procession Once in Royal David’s City IRBY 
  Katie Trotter, soloist 

  Please stand to sing stanzas 2-4 

 
 

First Lesson  Genesis 3: 8–15; 17-19 Ella Magda 
 God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 
 
Carol    Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree 
  Elizabeth Poston 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green; 
The trees of nature fruitless be, 
Compared with Christ the Apple Tree. 
 

His beauty doth all things excel, 
By faith I know but ne'er can tell 
The glory which I now can see, 
In Jesus Christ the Appletree. 

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought; 
I missed of all but now I see 
'Tis found in Christ the Appletree. 
 

I'm weary with my former toil - 
Here I will sit and rest awhile, 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the Appletree.

 



 
Second Lesson   Genesis 22: 15–18 Emily Stansfield 
 God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
 
Carol  The Holly and the Ivy 
  Arr. Reginald Jacques 
 

The holly and the ivy, When they are both full grown, 
Of all trees that are in the wood The holly bears the crown. 
Refrain: O, the rising of the sun And the running of the deer, 
The playing of the merry organ, Sweet singing in the choir. 
 

The holly bears a blossom As white as lily flow'r, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ To be our dear Saviour. 
refrain 

 

The holly bears a berry As red as any blood, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ To do poor sinners good. 
Refrain 
 

The holly bears a prickle As sharp as any thorn, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ On Christmas Day in the morn. 
refrain 
 

The holly bears a bark As bitter as any gall, 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ For to redeem us all. 
refrain

Third Lesson Isaiah 9: 2; 6–7 Callie Evans 
  The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 
Carol  Ding Dong Merrily on High 
  Arr. David Willcocks 
 

Ding Dong! merrily on high 
In heav’n the bells are ringing. 
Ding, dong! verily the sky 
Is riv’n with angel singing. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

E’en so here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen. 
And i-o, i-o, i-o 
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

  

Pray ye dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers. 
May ye beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Fourth Lesson   Isaiah 11: 1–3a; 4a; 6–9 Jackson Goshorn 
  The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 



Carol  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
  Terre Johnson 
  Katie Trotter, Violin 
  Soloist: Camilla Packroff 
 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold; 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men 
From heaven's all-gracious King" – 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel-sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 
 

But with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring; – 
Oh hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 
When Peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 
Fifth Lesson   The Gospel of Luke 1: 26–35; 38 Ella Magda 
  The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Carol  Ave Maria 
  Franz Biebl 
  Trio: Lynneth Whitten, Deanna Weber, Luke Baker 
  Cantor: Greg Elliott 
 

 Sung in Latin, English translation: 
The Angel of the Lord announced to Mary 
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 

  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: 
  blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
   

Mary said: 
Behold the handmaiden of the Lord. 
Do to me according to your word. 
 

  Hail Mary ... 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us now and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

 
Sixth Lesson  The Gospel of Luke 2: 1; 3–7 Emily Carroll 
  St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 
 



 
Carol  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
  Michael Praetorius 
  Quartet: Lynneth Whitten, Deanna Weber, Luke Baker, Quinten Clifford 
 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As men of old have sung. 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-spent was the night. 

 
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
She bore to men a Savior 
When half-spent was the night.

Seventh Lesson  The Gospel of Luke 2: 8–16 Will Magda 
  The shepherds go to the manger. 
 
*Carol  Away in a Manger 
  Arr. David Willcocks 
 

  Please join in singing this familiar carol: 
 

 
 
Eighth Lesson  The Gospel of Matthew 2: 1–12 Callie Evans 
  The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 



 
Carol   Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
  Arr. Howard Helvey 
 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance 
To see the legend of my play, To call my true love to my dance; 
 

refrain: Sing, oh! my love, oh! my love, my love, my love, 
This have I done for my true love. 
 

Thus was I born of a virgin pure, Of her I took fleshly substance. 
Thus was I knit to man's nature, To call my true love to my dance. 
refrain 
 

In a manger laid, and wrapped I was, So very poor, this was my chance 
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass To call my true love to my dance. 
refrain 
 

Ninth Lesson  The Gospel of John 1: 1–14 Elisa Reece 
  St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 

Carol   The Glory of the Father 
  Egil Hovland 
 

 The word was made flesh and dwelt among us; We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God. 
 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. He came to his own, and his own received him not. 
 

*Carol  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 
  Please stand and sing 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
*Benediction  Dr. Goshorn 
 

Closing Voluntary Angels from the Realms of Glory Zachary Golden 
  Edwin C. Johnson 
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Special thanks to Cam Bishop for frequent assistance, and for playing piano in today’s program. 
 

Special thanks to Elisa Reece for assistance with today’s readers. 
 
 

News of the Church 

Lighting of the Star with Centenary UMC |December 3 | 5:00 pm 
All church members are invited to join the Mulberry youth & kids tonight to attend Centenary’s 
annual Lighting of the Star on the front of the church. A light meal will be served at 5:00 pm, and 
there will be a brief service of scripture & song at 5:30. Bring a chair and enjoy a great evening of 
food, fellowship, and songs! 

Second Sunday Serve | December 10 | 12:00 pm 
For our December Second Sunday Service project, we will go caroling at several local nursing homes 
again this year! Join us for a catered lunch, and then we will head out to spread holiday cheer!  

Children’s Nativity | December 17 | 11:00 am 
Calling all kids! Join us during worship for this fun annual tradition - the congregation will sing carols 
as the children present the nativity story. Parents, this is a fun and interactive opportunity for your 
kids to help share the story of Christmas! Contact Elisa Reece with questions. 

Longest Night Service | December 20 | 6:00 pm 
This service is designed for when all is not merry and bright. While Christmas brings joy, it can also 
bring sorrow, difficult memories, and melancholy. And that’s okay! Join together in worship to give 
space to those emotions and to find encouragement through being a church family together. 


