St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Lewes, DE

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity

(propers for Independence Day)
July 5, 2026, 10:15 a.m.

Holy Communion

According to the 1662 Book of Common Prayer



A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all our Volunteers who helped make this year’s Art Show such a
resounding success. The Church could not do the work it does without its Volunteers and we are so very
grateful for everyone’s hard work and commitment to this ministry. Thank youl!

CALENDAR

Morning Prayer is offered Mon - Fri at 9 am on Facebook

Sunday, July 5 Wednesday, July 8 (continued)
8 am Holy Eucharist 4 pm Holy Eucharist @ The Lodge
10" am Holy Eucharist 7 pm AA
7 pm Holy Eucharist
Monday, July 6 - OFFICE CLOSED
1 pm Yoga Thursday, July 9
7 pm AA 9> am Bible Study
7 pm Parish Nurses
Friday, July 10
Tuesday, July 7
Noon AA Saturday, July 11
Noon Stephen Leaders 830 am Men’s Breakfast (offsite)
5 pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, July 8
9% am Clergy Bible Study Sunday, July 12
10" am Centering Prayer 8 am Holy Eucharist
3 pm Holy Eucharist @ The Moortings 10" am Holy Eucharist

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, JULY 6th
IN OBSERVANCE OF THE HOLIDAY

SUMMER SPIRITUALITY SERIES SUMMER 2026
Mark your calendars now for our 2026 Summer Spirituality Series. Following each presentation we will
share ice cream from King’s Ice Cream. As always, this series is free and open to the public. We’ve got a
great line up of presentations this year - so come join us (almost) every Thursday evening in the Parish
Hall (unless otherwise specified) at 7 pm through the 27th of August.
July 9: Nancy Alexander - Community Resource Center - “The World is Heavy, We Lift What We Can”
July 16: David Schofield and Carole Somers: “It’s God’s creation, Do we get to give it up?”
July 23: Jessica Potter — Godly Play
July 30: Sue Ingram Keller - “Images of Simplicity, Gilbert Byron’s Lewes”
August 6: The Rev. Jeffrey Ross - “The Preaching Task”
August 13: Jack Dixon, Direct Support Leader, Sussex Help, Minnie Shorter, Tom Crowley) “Picking up
the pieces: women and children left behind”
August 20: St. Peter’s Players -August 20: St. Peter’s Players present “In His Time: Four Dialogues”
Written and directed by St. Peter’s member, The Rev. Dr. David B. Jost
August 27: Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Kaeton — “Carbonated Holiness: A theology of laughter and humor”
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OPENING VOLUNTARY Sonata in G, Op. 37, No.1 Joseph Bodin de Boismortier
I. Allegro; II. Adagio; III. Allegro (1689—1755)

A HYMN God bless our native land The Hymnal 1982, # 716

Standing at the North end of the altar the priest shall say
A THE LORD’S PRAYER

Priest (alone)  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done, In earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.

A THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Priest Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

A THE DECALOGUE

Then shall the priest, turning to the people, rebearse distinctly all the Ten Commandments. And the people shall, after
every Commandment, ask God for mercy for their transgression thereof for the time past and grace to keep the same for the
time to come, as followet).

Priest God spake these words and said: ‘I am the Lord thy God; thou shalt have none other gods
but me.

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in

heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow
down to them, nor worship them. For I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, and visit the
sins of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me, and show mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.’

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. For the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.’

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all that

thou hast to do, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt do
no manner of work—thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, thy manservant, and thy
maidservant, thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Priest ‘Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee’



People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Priest ‘Thou shalt do no murder.

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not commit adultery’

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not steal.

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Priest ‘Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor
his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is his.’

People Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

A THE COLLECT FOR KING THOSE IN AUTHORITY

Priest Almighty God, whose kingdom is everlasting, and power infinite, have mercy upon the
whole Church, and so rule the heart of thy chosen servant, Ehartes;our—tcmy—amd

Sovermont; (for whom it is our duty to pray) that he (knowing whose minister he is) may
above all things seek thy honour and glory; And that we and all his subjects (duly
considering whose Authority he hath) may faithfully serve, honour, and humbly obey him
in thee, and for thee according to thy blessed word, and ordinance, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with thee and the holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

A COLLECT OF THE DAY
Priest Lord God Almighty, who hast made all peoples of the earth for thy glory, to serve thee in

freedom and peace: Grant to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of
tforbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with thy gracious will; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 10:17-21

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy, beginning in the tenth chapter, at the seventeenth verse.

For the LORD your God 7 God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which
regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow,
and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt. Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him
shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name. He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for thee
these great and terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.

Here endeth the reading,

A PSALM 145 God, my King, thy might confessing The Hymnal 1982, # 414



THE EPISTLE Hebrews 11:8-16
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews, beginning at the eleventh chapter, at the eighth verse.

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an
inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of
promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she
was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. Therefore sprang there even of one,
and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the
sea shore innumerable. These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if
they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to
have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

Here endeth the reading,

A GOSPEL Matthew 5:43-48
The holy gospel is written in the fifth chapter of Matthew, beginning at the 43rd verse.

Jesus sayeth, “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the
publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Here endeth the Gospel

A THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible
and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not
made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made, Who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary, And was made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried, And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, And
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. And he shall come again with
glory to judge both the quick and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in
the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and giver of life, Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, Who
with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spake by the prophets.
And I believe one catholic and apostolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission
of sins. And I look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE SERMON The Rev. Jetfrey Austin Ross, 5757 Rector of St. Peter’s

Then shall the priest return to the Lord’s Table and begin the Offertory, saying one or more of these sentences following, as
he thinfketh most convenient in his discretion.

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven. St. Matthew 5:16

Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon the earth, where rust and moth doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal. St. Matthew 6:19-20

Let him that is taught in the word minister unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not deceived;
God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap. Galatians 6:6—7

While we have time, let us do good unto all men, and especially unto them that are of the household of
faith. Galatians 6:10

Charge them who are rich in this world, that they be ready to give and glad to distribute, laying up in
store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may attain eternal life.

1 Timothy 6:17—19
To do good and to distribute, forget not the poor, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Hebrews 13:16.

Whilst these sentences are read, the Deacons, Churchwardens, or other fit persons appointed for that purpose shall receive
the Alms for the Poor and other devotions of the people in a decent basin (to be provided by the parish for that purpose),
and reverently bring it to the priest, who shall humbly present and place it upon the Holy Table.

AT THE OFFERTORY Chaconne: Henry Purcell (1659-1695)
Two in One Upon a Ground arr. Daniel Rippe

When there is a communion, the priest shall then place upon the Table as much bread and wine as he shall think sufficient.
After which, the priest shall say,

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church militant here on earth.

Almighty and evetliving God, who by thy holy apostle hast taught us to make prayers and supplications,
and to give thanks, for all men: We humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept our alms and
oblations, and to receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty, beseeching thee to
inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And grant that all
those who do confess thy holy name may agree in the truth of thy holy word, and live in unity and godly
love. We beseech thee also so to direct and dispose the hearts of all Christian rulers, that they may truly
and impartially administer justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the maintenance of
thy true religion and virtue.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and pastors (and deacons), that they may, both by their life
and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy sacraments. And
to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present, that, with meek
heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy word, truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life. And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to
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comfort and succour all those, who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any
other adversity. And we also bless thy holy name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and
tear, beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow their good examples, that with them we may be
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only mediator and
advocate. Amen.

Almighty God, whose image is reflected in every human person: We give thee thanks for the women and
men who, seeking justice and equal dignity for all, suffered and died in the struggle for civil rights in this
nation. Grant that, inspired by their courage, strengthened by thy Holy Spirit, and guided by the example
of thy Son, we may steadfastly defend the rights and freedoms of all people, oppose every form of
hatred and oppression, and labor for that day when justice and peace embrace one another; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Of the multitudes who have given their lives in the cause of freedom and for the civil rights of every
human being, we especially remember:

During the silence, members of the congregation are encouraged to select ONE name from the list below or someone else
known to them who has died in the cause of Civil Rights, and to say the name alond. A candle will be lit in thanksgiving
for their lives and witness.

Crispus Attucks 1st Lt. Richard W. Collins, I1I Viola Liuzzo
Nicholas Bordoise & Vernon Dahmer Felix Longoria
Howard Sperry Jonathan Myrick Daniels Harry & Harriette Moore
John Brown Medgar Evers Harvey Milk
Celia George Floyd The Rev. James Reeb
James Chaney, Renee Goode Breonna Taylor
Andrew Goodman, & Alex Pretti Emmett Till
Michael Schwerner Fred Hampton Mary Turner
Addie Mae Collins, Heather Heyer Nat Turner
Carol Denise McNair, Chief Crazy Horse Denmark Vesey
Carole Robertson, & Jimmie Lee Jackson Malcolm X
Cythia Wesley The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

For more information about these and other civil rights martyrs please visit MartyrsDay.us
They have provided this initial list for this inaugural Civil Rights Martyr’s Day.

At the time of the celebration of the Holy Commmunion, the communicants being conveniently placed for the receiving of the
Holy Sacrament, the priest shall say this Exhortation.

Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to come to the holy communion of the body and blood of our
Saviour Christ must consider how Saint Paul exhorteth all persons diligently to prove and examine
themselves, before they presume to eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if
with a true penitent heart and lively faith we receive that holy sacrament—for then we spiritually eat the
flesh of Christ and drink his Blood; then we dwell in Christ, and Christ in us; we are one with Christ, and
Christ with us—so is the danger great, if we receive the same unworthily. For then we are guilty of the
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Body and Blood of Christ our Saviour; we eat and drink our own condemnation, not considering the
Lord’s Body. We kindle God’s wrath against us. We provoke him to plague us with diverse diseases and
sundry kinds of death. Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be not judged by the Lord. Repent
you truly for your sins past. Have a lively and steadfast faith in Christ our Saviour. Amend your lives, and
be in perfect charity with all men. So shall ye be meet partakers of those holy mysteries.

And above all things, ye must give most humble and hearty thanks to God, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world by the death and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God
and man, who did humble himself—even to the death upon the cross—for us miserable sinners, who lay
in darkness and the shadow of death, that he might make us the children of God and exalt us to
everlasting life. And to the end that we should alway remember the exceeding great love of our Master
and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumerable benefits which by his precious
blood-shedding he hath obtained for us, he hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries as pledges of his
love, and for a continual remembrance of his death, to our great and endless comfort.

To him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, let us give (as we are most bounden) continual
thanks, submitting ourselves wholly to his holy will and pleasure, and studying to serve him in true
holiness and righteousness all the days of our life. Amen.

Then shall the priest say to those who come to recezve the holy commmunion,

Ye who do and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with your neighbours, and
intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God and walking from henceforth in his holy
ways, draw near with faith, and take this Holy Sacrament to your comfort, and make your humble
confession to almighty God, meekly (standing or)kneeling upon your knees.

Then shall this general Confession be made in the name of all those who are minded to receive the Holy Commmunion by one
of the ministers, both he and all the people (standing or) kneeling humbly upon their knees and saying,

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men: We acknowledge
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, Which we from time to time most grievously have
committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath
and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; The
remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us; Have
mercy upon us, most merciful Father. For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past,
And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour and glory
of thy name, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Then shall the priest (or the bishop, being present) stand up, and, turning himself to the people, pronounce this Absolution.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Then shall the priest say,

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to him:
Come unto me, all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. St. Matthew 11:28.

So God loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. St. Jobn 3:16.

Hear also what Saint Paul saith: This is a true saying and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15.

Hear also what Saint John saith: If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 Jobn 2:1.

After which, the priest shall proceed, saying,

Priest Lift up your hearts.

Answer We lift them up unto the Lord.
Priest Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
Answer It is meet and right so to do.

Then shall the priest turn to the Lords Table and say,

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto
thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty Everlasting God.

Who art one God, one Lord, not one Person only, but three Persons in one Substance. For that which
we believe of the glory of the Father, the same we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without
any difference or inequality. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee and saying:

‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord
Most High. Amen.

Then shall the priest, kneeling down at the Lord’s table, say in the name of all those who shall receive the comminnion this
prayer following.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table.
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be
made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

When the priest, standing before the Table, hath so ordered the Bread and Wine that he may with the more readiness and
decency break the Bread before the people and take the Cup into his hands, he shall say the Prayer of Consecration, as
Sfolloweth.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to
suffer death upon the cross for our redemption, who made there—by his one oblation of himself once
offered—a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his
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precious death until his coming again: Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee, and
grant that we receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed
Body and Blood: Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread, and, when he had given
thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you:
Do this in remembrance of me.” Likewise after supper he took the cup, and, when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink ye all of this, for this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed
for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of

me.” Amen.

Then shall the minister himself first receive the communion in both kinds; and then proceed to deliver the same to the
bishops, priests, and deacons in like manner (if any are present); and after that to the people also in order, into their hands,
all meekly kneeling. And when he delivereth the Bread to anyone, he shall say,

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto
everlasting life. Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart
by faith with thanksgiving.

And the minister who delivereth the Cup to anyone shall say,

The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto
everlasting life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s Blood was shed for thee, and be thankful.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Trio Sonata in F, No. 73 Georg Phillip Telemann
I. Grave; II. Allegro; III. Andante (1681-1767)

When all have commmunicated, the minister shall return to the Lord’s Table and reverently place upon it what remaineth of
the consecrated Elements, covering the same with a fair linen cloth.

Then shall the priest say the Lord’s Prayer, the people repeating after him every petition.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Our Father...
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, Thy kingdom come...

On earth as it is in heaven. On earth as it ...

Give us this day our daily bread. Give us this day...

And forgive us our trespasses, And forgive us...

As we forgive those who trespass against us. As we forgive those...
And lead us not into temptation, And lead us not...

But deliver us from evil. But deliver us...

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For thine is the...
For ever and ever. Amen. For ever and...

Alfter that shall be said as followeth.

O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to
accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, most humbly beseeching thee to grant, that by the
merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole church
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may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and present
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto
thee, humbly beseeching thee, that all we, who are partakers of this holy communion, may be fulfilled
with thy grace and heavenly benediction. And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to
offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not
weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with
whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father almighty, world
without end. Amen.

Then shall be said or sung, [“Glory be to God on high”]

A GLORIA IN EXCELSIS All glory be to God on high Page 12

Then the priest (or bishop if he is present) shall let them depart with this blessing.
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the

Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Pastorale from Sonata in A Major Antonio Vivaldi (?) (1678-1741)

Please note that this service is being live streamed on YouTube. Yon might be visible on the video feed.

Today we are pleased to welcome guest musicians:
Fred Geiersbach (flauto traverso),
and Daniel Rippe (viola da gamba),

and Minister of Music, T.]. Thomas (harpsichord.)
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Words: Nikolaus Decius (c.1485—c.1541), para. of Gloria in excelsis, tr. Catherine Winkworth (1829—1878)
Music: Allein Gott in der Hob, att. (c.1485—c.1541)

12



Notes on Today’s Liturgy

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church! Today we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the founding of our nation
using the lessons appointed for Independence Day in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Our Bishop,
the Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown, has authorized the use of a liturgy based upon the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer that would have been familiar to worshippers at St. Peter’s on July 4, 1776.

St. Peter’s Church and the American Revolution

At the time of the American Revolution, the Anglican churches of the thirteen colonies were served by
missionaries of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (SPG), headquartered in
London. The SPG received significant income from the Codrington plantations in Barbados, which were
worked by enslaved people. Those funds helped support the Society’s missionary work and clergy
throughout the colonies. The Rector of St. Peter’s Church in 1776 was the Rev. Samuel Tingley. Like all
other Church of England clergy, he had sworn allegiance to the Crown and promised obedience within
the Church. His stipend as rector was largely supported by the SPG. Most members of St. Petet’s
strongly supported independence from Great Britain, placing them in potential conflict with their
Loyalist Rector. The Book of Common Prayer used by St. Peter’s in 1776 was the 1662 Book of
Common Prayer, which remains the official Prayer Book of the Church of England today. This Prayer
Book required prayers for the monarch at every service. For this reason, many Anglican clergy ceased to
lead worship during the Revolution, including the man later consecrated as the first Episcopal Bishop
after the Revolution, Samuel Seabury. Of him it is said: He insisted that an omission of prayers to the king
“would not only be a breach of ny duty, but in some degree countenancing their rebellion and supporting that independency
which they had declared. As the least culpable course, I determined not to go to church.” By withdrawing from the public
arena, ministers attempted to avoid a direct confrontation with the revolutionary authorities on the one hand, and a breach
of their consciences on the other. (excerpt from Nancy L. Rhboden’s Revolutionary Anglicanism: the Colonial Church of
Eungland Clergy during the American Revolution, NYU Press, 1999). Tingley had a true pastoral heart and tried
to remain faithful to his vows AND the people he was called to served. To preserve peace within the
congregation while remaining faithful to his understanding of his obligations, Tingley altered his Prayer
Book by crossing out the word “King” and replacing it with “those in authority.” In a letter to the SPG,
he explained his actions and assured church leaders in London that, whether the congregation realized it
or not, he believed they were still praying for the King. He said: Instead, therefore, of saying, as we are
directed, O Lord save the King, I said O Lord, save those whom thou hast made it our especial Duty to pray for...In the
Litany, instead of these words, “Thy Servant George our most Gracious King & Governor”, I said, “those whom THOU
hast set in authority over us.” You many noticed that the words he removed have a line through them and
the words he added appear in blue. Today, the actual prayerbook is in front of the altar opened to the

page he edited. You are welcome to examine it at the end of the service.

Worship in 1776

The text of the service in this bulletin has been adapted with contemporary spelling for ease of reading
while preserving the language and structure of the 1662 Prayer Book. There would not have been a
liturgical procession with the cross at the beginning or end of the service and you may notice other
portions of the service are altered, in a different order or even missing altogether. The Lord’s Prayer
appears twice within the service, following the practice of the 1662 Prayer Book. Most of the liturgy in
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the eighteenth century would have been led entirely by the clergy. Today, however, we are following
contemporary Episcopal custom by inviting lay persons to assist with some of the readings. You may
notice that the Nicene Creed is recited in the singular (“I believe”) rather than the plural (“We believe”).
Although the Creed originally began “We believe” when adopted by the early Church, Western
Christianity had long used the singular form by the time of the Reformation. This remained the practice
in Anglican Prayer Books through the American Prayer Book of 1928. The lessons appointed for today
come from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer rather than from the lectionary that would have been
used in 1776. The Bible translation most familiar to Anglicans at that time was the King James Version,
which is being used for today’s readings. Congregational hymn singing was far less common in the
eighteenth century than it is today. Rather than using a hymnal, many Anglican congregations sang
metrical versions of the Psalms. Since we are using the modern lessons appointed for Independence Day,
including the Psalm, our Music Minister has selected music appropriate to the period for today’s
observance. You are welcome to stand or kneel, as you prefer. The custom at the time for all prayers
would be to kneel, including for the prayer of consecration.

Music in the 1662 Liturgy

The rubrics (unrecited, italicized instructions) of the 1662 prayer book provide little in the way of music.
We know that metrical psalmody was the primary expression of congregational song, so we have chosen
to sing Psalm 145 (The Hymnal 1982, # 414, “God, my King, thy might confessing”) appointed for
today’s propers. On this 250th anniversary of our nation’s founding, one might ask why we are not
singing “America the beautiful” or other now-familiar patriotic songs? Simply put, these texts and tunes
were not yet in existence; many come from the late 19th and early-20th centuries. We have endeavored to
offer hymns and instrumental music which may have been known to late-18th century Anglican
worshippers.

The Church and Its Furnishings

The Holy Table in this period was generally less adorned than is common today. The 1662 Prayer Book
did not require the level of ornamentation often found in contemporary churches. The use of altar
candles varied considerably after the Reformation and remained a point of discussion within the Church
of England. Likewise, elaborate frontals were less common than many people expect. In most colonial
Anglican parishes, clergy celebrated Holy Communion wearing a cassock and surplice rather than the alb
and stole often seen today. The clergy serving this liturgy are vested accordingly.

Celebrating the Eucharist

Holy Communion would have been celebrated much less frequently than we do today. Most Sunday
morning worship would have consisted of Morning Prayer. Historians continue to debate where clergy
stood during the Prayer of Consecration in the 1662 Prayer Book. Some argue that the priest remained at
the liturgical north (left) side of the Holy Table, while others maintain that the priest moved to a position
directly before it. Because the historical evidence is not conclusive, the officiant today will stand at the
liturgical north side of the Holy Table, a position long associated with the 1662 Prayer Book tradition.
The altar in our Church is the original altar from the first church building of 1708. It is made of black
walnut wood. While its size may have been due to the size of the first Church building, it may also have
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been constructed in such a way to easily celebrate the sacrament from the horns (sides) of the altar. The
officiant will also use only minimal hand gestures during the Prayer of Consecration, reflecting what
many scholars believe would have been the customary practice of the period.

The Henrietta Sims Stlver Communion Set

The set was commissioned by the then colonial Governor of Delaware, the Honorable John Penn, Esq,
(grandson of William Penn). His name on the vessels really only tells part of the story. On March 24,
1770, Penn wrote to David Nunez (a prominent colonial Jew AND member of St. Peter’s Church) that
as the administrator of the estate of Henrietta Simms, a spinster deceased in Sussex County, had left
money to the church and inquired what the church needed. Nunez requested a communion set and
Penn hired the Philadelphia silversmith John David to create a communion set (consisting of a paten
(plate), Chalice (cup) with lid, and flagon (pitcher) of coin silver. Curiously, Henrietta Sims name is
nowhere to be found on any of the vessels, but Governor Penn ensured that his name was featured
prominently. John Marshall Phillips, sometime Curator of the Mabel Brady Garvan Collection at Yale
University said this about the set: “The most outstanding communion service in the country and finest
silver in the State of Delaware.” The set has been loaned to several museum exhibitions including at the
Louvre in Paris, the British Museum in London, the Metropolitan Museum in NYC and the Biggs
museum in Dover, DE. It is used liturgically on special occasions by the parish.

Civel Rights Martyrs Day

As we celebrate Independence Day, we also honor and remember those who made freedom more fully a
reality. This year marks the inaugural observance of Civil Rights Martyrs Day, a national call to remember
the protesters, activists, and leaders who were killed or gave their lives in the struggle for justice and
equal rights. The date was chosen because on July 5, 1852, Frederick Douglass delivered his famous
address, “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” challenging the nation to confront the gap between
its ideals and its realities. We continue that call today. At the appointed time in the service, you are
invited to speak aloud the name of one of those listed in the bulletin, or another person whom you wish
to remember. A single candle will be lit in their memory as a sign that their witness continues to shine in
our own day.
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The flowers on the altar today are given by Jim Prettyman in memory of Michael Prettyman and by
James Lewis in honor of Chatles Graham’s 95th birthday on June 14th.

Prayer List:(names usually stay on for about a month): Sharon Bembry, Sherri Borrin, Elizabeth Brown,
Nancy Brown, Barbara Cangiano, Fr. David Canan, Fr. Tom Carlson, Pat Casadei, Russ Consaul, Ginger
Craft, Rebekah Crager, Suzanne Crager, Carol DeCatur, Angelique Devlin, Patricia Ditmars, Jody Ebert,
Dorothy Eisenhour, Melissa & Arline Fleisher, Anna Maria Francis, Pere Yvan Francois, Al Gensch, Paul
Goebel, Anita Gossett, Charles Graham & Ray Myrtle, Bill Granger, Nancy Grasing, Pr. Sterling Green,
Linda Gregory, Norma Jane Henry, Judy Howard, Bob, Vernon Huber, Brian Jenkins, Pr. Bob Kiriesat,
Keith Levan, Ann Lewis, John Martus, Rosanne McConnell, Gibson McDade, Kip McDaniel, D & S,
Elizabeth Messick, Helen Murphy, Fran, Kristen Nelson, Debbie Padgett, Ruby Peters, Tom Popovich,
Steve Portalupi, Diane Potter, Joyce Rocko, Janet Ross, Jay Rooney, Pat Schofield, Hugo Seta, Mary Shea,
Debbie Simms, George Singer, Ronnie Smith, Gary Tice, Nancy Treiber, D] Turnell, Rosemary Vasan,
Patty Warden, ML, Tom Welch, Marianne Wiedmann, Sara Wilkinson, Jerry Williams, Ben Zak, Joleen,
Jaxon, Julie, Kyle, Genevieve, Connie, Dennis, Nashe, Rick, Ron, Steven, Tim Deaths:

Following today’s Service, join us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall.
Today’s Host: Ferris/Whitman
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