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RESOURCES

Voddie Baucham Sermon (Main Defense): https://youtu.be/1I1xUJyTrUnY

Dr. Michael Kruger, How We Got the Bible:
How Did We Get The Bible | Michael Kruger - YouTube

Dr. Michael Kruger, Canon Q&A:
Canon Q&A | Michael Kruger - YouTube

Apologist: Mike Winger Playlist:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ3iRMLYFIHUhAORPKZFHVCcjIMN -
F596&si=g2ZzwwAZcxI7HyUs

Why should | trust the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

How do we decide which books belong in the Bible since the Bible does not say which
books belong in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

How and when was the canon of the Bible put together? | GotQuestions.org

How can you trust the New Testament when the original manuscripts are different?

(4) The Latest Textual Discoveries of the Bible (ft. Dan Wallace) - YouTube

Does the Bible contain errors, contradictions, or discrepancies? | GotQuestions.org

Biblical manuscript - Wikipedia

DOCUMENTARY: Manuscript Evidence for the Bible (youtube.com)



https://youtu.be/1IxUJyTrUnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPUBjRxDQXo&t=343s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MPb8gFsLNE
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ3iRMLYFlHuhA0RPKZFHVcjIMN_-F596&si=g2ZzwwAZcxl7HyUs
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ3iRMLYFlHuhA0RPKZFHVcjIMN_-F596&si=g2ZzwwAZcxl7HyUs
https://www.gotquestions.org/trust-the-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/canonicity-scriptural.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/canonicity-scriptural.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/canon-Bible.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NikVdhp0YFs&t=199s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AfikYTymbs&t=6s
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-errors.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_manuscript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RDoW3ffd3xk&t=100s

INTRODUCTION

AT THE END OF THIS CLASS, WE ARE GOING TO BE ANSWERING ONE OF THE
MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION FOR ANY CHRISTIAN TO ANSWER!

WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF

AUTHORITY BELIEVERS UNBELIEVERS

« That’s how | was raised. . It.is full of c.ontradictions &
discrepancies.

I tru—t:d itand it changed - I¥’s descriptions of nature and
my life. natural history are at odds

with science.
 It’s the truth.
- It was written by ancient and

primitive people and has no
value to modern people
~ anymore.

- It’s just a made-up book of
myths, legends, history and
o~ moral precepts recorded by
man, not to be taken literally

Sample Footer Text



OUR MAIN DEFENSE

The Bible is:

A reliable collection of historical documents
written by eyewitnesses during the lifetime of
other eyewitnesses that report supernatural
events that took place in fulfillment of
specific prophecies that claim that their
writings are divine rather than human in origin.



BASED ON 2 PETER 1:16-21

For we did not make known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, following cleverly devised myths, but being eyewitnesses of His
majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved
Son with whom | am well-pleased’”— and we ourselves heard this utterance
made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have
as more sure the prophetic word, to which you do well to pay attention as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts. Know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes by one’s
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever made by the will of man, but men
being moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.



LET’S BREAK THAT DOWN
INTO

UNDERSTANDABLE SECTIONS




RELIABLE COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

- Itis acollection of Books - 66 individual Books
- Written in 3 different languages, Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic
- Written on 3 different Continents: Asia, Africa, Europe

- Written by over 40 Authors, many of which are very different from one another,
different “walks of life” Kings, Prophets, peasant, former Pharisee, doctors, tax
collectors, Fisherman.

- Written over a period of - 1500 years
- Hundreds of ideas, themes, and topics

- Luke 1:1-4 - Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have
been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from
the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since |
myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided to
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know
the certainty of the things you have been taught.




WRITTEN BY EYEWITNESSES

- Whatis an eyewitnesses? (One who gives a report on what he or she has seen)
- Should you trust an eyewitness or test an eyewitness?

- There is four categories when testing withesses.

-  Were the witnhesses even there to begin with — Present

- Are the withesses supported externally — Verified

- Have they been honest and accurate in the past —accurate

- Do the witnhess have an ulterior motive — Biased

- Does this statement sound like the Gospels - “No access to the author of the
report and no access to the witnhess he is writing about”

Sample Footer Text 8



WRITTEN BY EYEWITNESSES

All authors of NT were apostles or lived during the lifetime of ancient
Israel and its history (OT).

1 John 1:1-3 - What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what
we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and touched with our
hands, concerning the Word of Life—and the life was manifested, and we
have seen and bear withess and proclaim to you the eternal life, which
was with the Father and was manifested to us—what we have seen and
heard we proclaim to you also, so that you may also have fellowship with
us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ.

2 Peter 1:16 - For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told
you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty.

Sample Footer Text 9



WRITTEN BY EYEWITNESSES

John 20:30-31 - Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Acts 10:39-42 - “We are withesses of everything he did in the country of
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but
God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be
seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by withesses whom God had
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.

Sample Footer Text 10



DURING THE LIFETIME OF OTHER EYEWITNESSES

- Acts 2:22 - Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a

Sample Footer Text

man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and

signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves
know.

Acts 26:24-26 - Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a
loud voice, “Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you
mad!”’ But he said, “l am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the
words of truth and reason. For the king, before whom | also speak
freely, knows these things; for | am convinced that none of these things
escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a corner.

1



DURING THE LIFETIME OF OTHER EYEWITNESSES

« Luke 1:1-4 - Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in
mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, |
too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so
that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 - Now, brothers and sisters, | want to remind you of the
gospel | preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your
stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what | received | passed on to
you as of firstimportance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the
same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me
also, as to one abnormally born.

Sample Footer Text 12



DURING THE LIFETIME OF OTHER EYEWITNESSES

If eyewitnesses write during the lifetime of other eyewitnesses, this
makes their claims falsifiable if not true.

If claims are falsifiable, other withesses that lived during the same time
would have had proof that the eyewithesses writing the Bible are lying
about what they’re writing.

Historical writings are held to a standard of only writing about what
actually happened.

No other religious book in the world can make this claim.

Sample Footer Text 13



YOU CAN'T BE AN EYEWITNESS IF YOU WEREN’T THERE

Church Council comes together— AD 330

Temple Destroyed - AD 70

Siege of Jerusalem - AD 67-70

Deaths of Paul, Peter, and James the brother of Jesus — AD 61-65
Luke Writes Acts — AD 57-60

Paul Quotes Luke — AD 53-57

Luke Writes his Gospel - AD 50-53

Mark Writes his Gospel - AD 45-50

Life of Jesus — AD 1-33

Sample Footer Text 14



VERIFIED BY ARCHEOLOGY

They thought there was no “Quirinius” (Luke 2:1-3) — Until they discovered
the Antioch inscription.

They thought there was no “pavement” (John 19:13) - Until they discovered
the Tower of Antonis.

They thought there was no “Pontius Pilate” (the Gospels) — Until they
discovered the Pilate Inscription.

They thought there was no “Roman Crucifixion” (the Gospels) — Until they
discovered the Yohanan.

Sample Footer Text 15



VERIFIED BY ARCHEOLOGY

10 Crucial Archaeological Discoveries Related to the Bible

16


https://www.crossway.org/articles/10-crucial-archaeological-discoveries-related-to-the-bible/

VERIFIED BY NON-CHRISTIAN’S

Thallus = 52AD (quoted by Julius Africanus) “On the whole world there
pressed a most fearful darkness; and the rocks were rent by the earthquake,
and many places in Judea and other districts were thrown down. This
darkness Thallus, in the third book of his History, calls as appears to me
without reason, an eclipse of the sun”

Jesus lived - Jesus was crucified - Earthquake and darkness.

Sample Footer Text 17



VERIFIED BY NON-CHRISTIAN’S

Cornelius Tacitus — Historian 56-120AD “Consequently, to get rid of the
report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a
class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace.
Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tibarius and the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius
Pilatus. A most mischievous superstition thus checked for the moment,
again broke out not only in Judea. The first source of the evil, but even in
Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world
find their center and become popular.”

Jesus was called Christ — Crucified under Pontius Pilate — Followers were
persecuted

Sample Footer Text 18



VERIFIED BY NON-CHRISTIAN’S

Mara Bar Serapion — Syrian Philosopher 70AD “What benefit did the
Athenians obtain by putting Socrates to death? Famine and plague came
upon them as judgment for their crime. Or the people of Samos for burning
Pythagoras? In one moment, their country was covered with sand. Or the
Jews by murdering their wise king? After that their kingdom was abolished.
God rightly avenged these men The wise King lived on in the teachings he
enacted.

Jesus was the Wise King — Jews caused His death.

Sample Footer Text 19



VERIFIED BY NON-CHRISTIAN’S

Phlegon — 80-140AD (Quoted by Origen) “Now Phiegon, in the thirteenth or
fourteenth book, | think, of his Chronicles, not only ascribed to Jesus a
knowledge of future events... but also testified that the result corresponded
to His predictions.” “Jesus, while alive was of no assistance to himself, but
that he arose after death, and exhibited the marks of his punishment, and
showed how his hands had been pierced by nails.”

Jesus foresaw the future — Rose after death — Showed his injuries.

Sample Footer Text 20



VERIFIED BY NON-CHRISTIAN’S

Jesus lived and was called Christ and the wise King. Jesus foresaw the
future, and the Jews caused His death. He was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

and on the day of his crucifixion darkness and an earthquake came over the
land. After His death He rose and showed his injuries.

Sample Footer Text 21
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY (PAUL)
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CHAIN OF CUSTODY (PETER)
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WHAT WOULD YOU KNOW ABOUT JESUS?

Born miraculously
Recognized as God
Taught Divinely
Worked Miracles

Died on a Cross

Rose from the Dead
Ascended into Heaven
Reigns With God
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IS WHAT WE HAVE TODAY ACCURATE?

Historiography — The principles of determine the authenticity, reliability, and
accuracy.

Part of any good Historiography is what is called the?
Bibliographical Test -

Compares the closeness of the Old and New Testament’s oldest extant
manuscripts to its autographa (the date each book was originally penned)
and the sheer number of the Biblical extant manuscripts with the number
and earliness of extant manuscripts or other ancient documents.

What is a Manuscript — Is a handwritten copy over against a printed copy.

Sample Footer Text 26



RYLANDS LIBRARY PAPYRUS P52

The papyrus is written on both sides and hence must be from a codex, a sewn and folded book, not a scroll,
roll or isolated sheet; and the surviving portion also includes part of the top and inner margins of the page.
The recto consequently preserves the top left corner of a right-hand page; while the verso preserves the top
right comer of a left-hand page. The characters in bold style are the ones that can be seen in Papyrus $°2.
The recto text comes from the Gospel of John 18:31-33:

Ol IOYAAIOI HMEIN OYK EZEZTIN AINOKTEINAI
OYAENA INA O ACIOZ TOY IHZOY MNAHPO2H ON EI-
MEN ZHMAINGN MO0 @ANATO HMEAAEN AlNO-
©ONHZIKEIN IZHASEN OYN IMNMAAIN EIZ TO MNMPAITQO-
PION O NIAATOZL KAI EQONHZEN TON IHZOYN

KAI EINEN AYTQ Y EI O BAZIAEYZ TON 10Y-

AAIOQN

Eleven lines of the text are lost, containing 18:34-36. The text translates as:

the Jews, "For us it is not permitted to Kill

anyone," so that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he sp-
oke signifying what kind of death he was going to

die. Entered therefore again into the Praeto-

rium Pilate and summoned Jesus

and said to him, "Thou art king of the

Jews?"




RYLANDS LIBRARY PAPYRUS P52

The earliest manuscript of a New Testament text is a business-card-sized fragment from the Gospel of John (Rylands Library Papyrus P52) which
may be as early as the first half of the 2nd century. The first complete copies of single New Testament books appear around 200, and the earliest

complete copy of the New Testament, the Codex Sinaiticus, dates to the 4th century
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COMPARING SECULAR LITERATURE

Pliny the Younger — 750 Years

Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars — 1000 Years
Plato — 1300 Years

Aristotle’s poetics — 1400 Years
Sophocies — 1400 Years

Euripides — 1500 Years

Catallus — 1600 Years

Homer’s Iliad — 2100 Years

The NT —-30 Years
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GREAT ISAIAH SCROLL - DEAD SEA SCROLLS (1947)

Manuscript: Hand-written document; copy of an original source; usually on parchment or papyrus.

Oldest complete
copy of the Book
of Isaiah, being

approximately
1000 years older
than the oldest

" Hebrew
manuscripts £
known g

| before the
scrolls’
discovery
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NUMBER OF NEW TESTAMENT MANUSCRIPTS

Pliny the Younger — 7 Copies

Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars — 10 Copies
Plato - 7 Copies

Aristotle’s poetics — 49 Copies

Tacitus — 20 Copies

Thucydides — 8 Copies

Homer’s Iliad — 643 Copies

The NT - 24968 Copies

Sample Footer Text 31



DEFENDING MANUSCRIPTS

5. So Yes- we don’t have any of the original manuscripts (due to the type of paper they
were written on, what Paul would have actually written). However, some of the 6000
copies that we do have are dated as early as AD 120 -- within 30 years of when the
Bible was finished written in AD 90.

6. Manuscript variance — almost all manuscripts do not match exactly. BUT the important
thing to know is that none of them change the story - we would still be able to
reconstruct the original with virtually 100% assurance of truth. There's simply no way
to alter the original, either by accident or on purpose, with the amount of copies we
have. You'd somehow have to corrupt thousands of scribes, over different locations,
over hundreds of years.
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BIASED

What does all bias come down to?

Motive

All sins or crimes for that matter come down to 3 motives?
Financial Greed

Sexual or Relational Lust

« Pursuit of Power

These are the only motives behind any wrongdoing.

Sample Footer Text 33



APOSTLE PAUL (SAUL OF TARSUS)

Before Paul he was Saul of Tarsus.

On the road

Paul’s Suffering’s (2 Corinthians 11:21-27)

Five times he received from the Jews forty lashes minus one.
Three times was beaten with rods.

Was pelted with stones.

Three times shipwrecked.

Was in danger more times than not.

Gone without sleep, and without food.

Was cold and naked

Sample Footer Text 34



WILLING TO DIE FORA LIE

How the Apostles Died -par1

{qﬁ\\— /ﬁ vy

—

—

WHERE WHEN
APOSTLE DIED DIED MANNER OF DEATH
PETER Rome Italy 54-56 AD Crucified head down at his own request
(Nero)
ANDREW Edessa, 2?2 AD Severly scourged & ties by ropes on an x-
Greece shaped cross where he hung 2 days before
dyir
JAMES Jerusalem 44 AD Beheadeé ls?th sword.
(Herod) 1st apostle Mark 10:39 & Acis 12:1-2
martyred
JOHN Ephesus 98 AD Thrown in boiling oil but unharmed.
Died of natural causes in Ephesus
PHILIP Hieropolis, ?AD Crucified
Syria
BARTHOLOMEW India or ?AD Beaten, flayed, and crucified head down
Armenia
THOMAS Edessa, ?AD Lanced by ldolatrous priests
Greece and burned up in an oven
MATTHEW Nadabah, About 60 AD Axed to death with a halberd
Ethiopia
JAMES Jerusalem 66 AD Thrown down from the Temple tower
& not dead, so clubbed to death with

a fullers clud at age 94
Basucs Bible Charts

Sample Footer Text
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WILLING TO DIE FORA LIE

How the Apostles Died -rar2

Z - -~ = —
e\ Py
o N > g
WHERE WHEN
APOSTLE DIED DIED MANNER OF DEATH
THADDAEUS Edessa, 72 AD Crucified
. Greece
SIMON ' Brittainnia, 2 AD Crucified
Europe
JUDAS ISCARIOT Jerusalem 30 AD Suicide by hanging
MATTHIAS Jerusalem ? AD Stoned & beheaded
PAUL Rome. ltaly 66 AD Beheaded

= :&"; R =
./-.. $
/ »
—

Rest well, our Brothers . . . Rest Well
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THAT REPORT SUPERNATURAL EVENTS

2 Peter 1: 16-18: This verse is referring to the Mount of Transfiguration
(Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9) where Peter, James, and John withessed
the transfiguration of Jesus where “His face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.”

They saw Jesus’ revealed glory and majesty as Christ the Son of God,
Messiah. They see prophets of old who have died and heard the voice of
God.

Many other examples of supernatural events, MIRACLES. Bible is not just
theology, philosophy, general wisdom, or a bunch of rules about religion.

Man with Withered Hand in Matt 12. Jesus/Peter walking on water in Matt
14. The 37 Miracles of Jesus in Chronological Order

Sample Footer Text 37


https://sunnyhillschurch.com/3301/the-37-miracles-of-jesus-in-chronological-order/

THAT TOOK PLACE IN FULFILLMENT OF SPECIFIC PROPHECIES

2 Peter 1:19 And we have as more sure the prophetic word, to which you
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

Hundreds of OT prophecies fulfilled. Approximately 25 percent of the
Bible is predictive. This means that, when written, over one fourth of the
Bible—more than one in four verses—was predictive. There are over
1,800 prophecies in the Bible.

Isaiah 53, Genesis 3, Genesis 22, Daniel 9. When Jesus was on the cross,
He cries out first line of a Psalm when he was on the cross. Psalm 22 (My
God, My God, why have You forsaken me) Verse 6-9, 12-18 —Was all a
prophetic scene of the crucifixion. David writes this Psalm not even
knowing what crucifixion was, Romans had not invented it yet...not for
another 1000 years would the act of crucifixion even exist

Sample Footer Text 38



THAT CLAIMS THEIR WRITINGS ARE DIVINE RATHER THAN HUMAN IN ORIGIN

2 Peter 1:20-21: Know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
comes by one’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever made by
the will of man, but men being moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Over and over again we see in scripture “Thus says the Lord” “The Lord
spoke to”....and “the Lord spoke”....thousands of times. Words from
Yahweh Himself. MEN did not write the Bible. Holy Spirit inspired every
word to be written.

Sample Footer Text 39



COMMON ARGUMENT ON THE
CANON OF THE BIBLE:

THE BIBLE DIDN’T EXIST UNTIL MUCH LATER IN
HISTORY....

COULDN’T BE AGREED UPON WHAT BOOKS TO
INCLUDE....

SO WHY SHOULD I TRUST IT?




DEFENDING THE CANON - HOW THE BIBLE WAS FORMED

« Many believe the Bible wasn’t truly canonized until the 4t century by
Constantine and it was forced on to the church. This is not true.

- The books of the Cannon of the New Testament was already functioning as
scripture by the middle of the second century.

- 22 out of 27 books already existed as a core Canon and was not picked by
Constantine or a committee of church leaders.

- They were handed down by the Apostles, naturally from their origin.

- The cannon that God gave us...the church recognized the authoritative
nature of each book, and it grew out of God’s purpose and intention and
was recognized and validated at the 4t century Council of Carthage.

4 MINUTE VIDEQ: WATCH M



https://youtu.be/DDJI_f8bTUM?si=5U-u5_Db18f6caul

7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 1: Early Christians who had heard the gospel didn’t even think there would be a
Bible/Canon. Oral Tradition was the only thing that was needed, and it was only much later that it
was decided to have it written down. It was pushed onto the church by whoever was in charge WAY
later in time.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: Christianity was the exact perfect storm by which the NT would emerge very
early and naturally. Need to understand the concept of a covenant: the word “Testament” is just
another word for “Covenant”. (So: Old covenant = Old T and New Covenant= New T).

In the ancient world, it was everyday practice that a “promise” or “covenant” between 2 parties
was written down. So, it is only natural and “everyday practice” that the early church would have
expected the New Covenant or New Testament to be written down. One of the first examples we
see of this is the 10 Commandments. But in NT: Jesus said “Behold | am making a new covenant” ---
a new written covenantal set of documents. People in the ancient world would have been looking
for a new written set of documents.

42



7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 2: Authors of NT did not think they were writing scripture. Paul
wrote scripture, they became beloved over time, and someone said...hey we should

put these in the Bible and injected an authority into those books. Just as a second
thought.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: This makes the canon a late idea again and that the authority was
given to those books by someone else, not God. These writers were fully aware of
the authority they were given. Paul made sure you knew his apostolic office in the
beginning of the books and that he had a true authority, speaking for Jesus.
Example: 1 Corinthians 14: 37: If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him
recognize that the things which | write to you are the Lord’s commandment. In 2
Peter 3 Peter talks about Paul’s letters, referencing it as the authoritative Word.
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7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 3: Early Christians disagreed widely over which books
belonged in NT. Everyone had their own canon. A big mess. It wasn’t
until 4t or 5t century until the chaos was finally decided upon.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: This is not historically true. Early Christians agreed on
a core collection of books very early....middle of 2"9 century. 22 out of 27
books well established... and there was very little disagreement. 5 others
2"d John, 3 John, 2 Peter, James, and Jude. Don’t let people bully you
into believing differently. The core 22 books existed, which then later
helped the other 5 to be recognized as authoritative.
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7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 4: There was no canon until 4% or 5t century. YEAR 367
on Easter, Athanasius wrote a letter that referenced the 27 NT books.
Most scholars agree that no list existed before then. So then therefore
Canon of scripture didn’t exist before then.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: This is a very poor argument. Just because there
wasn’t a list before that time, this doesn’t qualify that the Canon didn’t
exist. There is plenty of other evidence...the main one being there WAS
reference that all 27 NT books existed. Origen of Alexandria (a full
century earlier) spoke of all 27 books of NT in one of his sermons on the
book of Joshua. He doesn’t act like this is a new idea — he mentions it
casually as if everyone already knew about these 27 books.
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7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 5: Apocryphal books are just as VALID as NT books.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: A few gospels are dated at the 15t century. Technically 4 —
The Gospels. The consensus is that the 4 gospels are the earliest books

written. All the rest are written later. The Apocryphal books could not have
been written by the apostles.

Most Apocryphal books are filled with legendary embellishments, are very
strange, weird and bizarre. Example is at the end of the Gospel of Thomas it
tells of what “happened” at resurrection seeing Jesus coming out of Tomb. He

is 60 feet tall, His head touches the clouds, followed by a hovering cross, and
the cross starts to talk.

46



7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 6: Apocryphal books are just as POPULAR as NT
books; widely read.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: No other books in scripture reference these
books. This proves that they were not popular at all. There are
hardly any historical manuscripts that exist for these books. There

are thousands of copies of just the gospels alone. Total number of
copies of the Gospel of Thomas is 3.
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7 MISCONCEPTIONS OF NT CANON

False Statement 7: NT books were picked by the church.

TRUTH/DEFENSE: Counsels that were held by early church
fathers were only held to VALIDATE what was already
existing. They did not come together in a room and vote and
choose what would be included. When talking to others, use
the phrase...the church “recognized” was what already
true...they did not “choose” what books to include.
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SCIENCE

How does science prove the Bible?
World is a sphere. Isaiah 40:22, Proverbs 8:27
Earth turns on an axis: Job 38:12-14

Stars can’t be numbered/counted: In the book of Genesis, God brought Abram outside and said, “Now
look toward the heavens, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” And He said to him,
“So shall your seed be.””

- Additionally, in the book of Psalms, it is stated that God determines the number of the stars and calls
each of them by name. This further underscores the idea that the stars are beyond human
comprehension and enumeration.

All of which was written thousands of years before scientific
discovery was even thought of.

MORE ON SCIENCE PROVING THE BIBLE TO COME IN A DIFFERENT APOLOGETICS LESSON!
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THE ULTIMATE PROOF

THE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST

His existence is beyond human invention, and beyond all philosophy.
His existence and resurrection is proved with over 500 eyewitnesses. He is who the Bible says He is.

LIFE TRANSFORMATION
« The Word of God does what it says it will do: Transforms lives, saves souls.

- The Bible has withstood the attempts of kings, dictators, and whole societies to abolish it and it remains the top-
selling book of all time.

« Itis also critical to note that most of the New Testament authors and early church fathers were martyred for their
words. It is highly unlikely that such a wide assortment of men, all claiming a single truth, would suffer extreme

persecution and eventually be murdered for words they knew to be a lie. (Another great study if people have the
time to study it on their own — early church history!)

« Its words have transformed murderers, addicts, tyrants, and nations because the Bible resonates as truth in the
deepest part of the human soul (Ecclesiastes 3:11). “He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put
eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.”
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