Confronting Evil
Last week Jesus used seeds to tell us about how his word is
scattered throughout the whole wide world.

This week he's using seeds to help us face the problem of evil in
our world.

Somebody near and dear to me asks:
“*Why does a good God allow a world with so much evil in it?
Good question.

Jesus helps us wrestle with this question in what the King James
Version calls “the parable of the wheat and the tares.”

“Tares” is an old English word for something called "cheat wheat".
Cheat wheat looks like wheat.
It grows as a long grass, just like wheat, and it has kernels.

But unlike wheat, which nourishes us, cheat wheat causes
hallucinations and illness.

It is cheat wheat that the enemy sows in today's story.

And of course the first response of the workers is:



“Lets tear it out!

But, they cannot tear out the cheat wheat without also tearing out
the good wheat.

Because both look quite similar and the roots of each are
intertwined.

To remove the bad, you'll also have to destroy the good.
So the masters response is:

“Wait” which in the Greek can also mean “forgive,” or “let things
be.”

Did you notice in the story that after doing his nasty deed, the
enemy went away?

He didn't need to stick around trying to do anything more.

Jesus, by having the enemy exit the story, is asking us to pay
attention to how often the good, when responding to an evil act —
can turn the initial evil, into something truly monstrous.

Evil by itself, is simply the absence of good.

Evil by itself, is nothing.



CS Lewis once said that all of hell could be swallowed up by a
butterfly — and not even give it indigestion, because evil is so small
and impotent.

The real problem comes when we respond to evil as the workers
initially want to do.

Think about how our response to evil often creates consequences
far worse than the original evil.

Think of the 9/11 attacks, and the tragic loss of life of some 3300
people.

Our response was to avenge the evil that was done to us.

As a consequence, nearly 1,000,000 people in the Middle East and
Afghanistan were Killed as a direct consequence of that response;
and nearly 5,000,000 died as an indirect consequence.

1,500 Killed for every one of our victims.

The terrorist organization Hamas Killed about 1200 Israeli people a
few years ago.

In response, Israel has now slaughtered nearly 80,000 Palestinian
people.

66 Palestinians Killed for every one Israeli.

As we noted last week, all people are a mixture of good and evil.



While the proportions may vary, the mixture remains.

So how ought we, who are complicated combinations of good and
evil, deal with the problem of evil today?

How can we try to avoid circumstance where the good, in response
to evil, instead magnifies the evil?

This question requires us to wrestle with how we understand power.

Which involves understanding the difference between right-handed
power and left-handed power.

Genghis Khan once said:

“A mans greatest work is to break his enemies, to take from them
all the things that have been theirs, and to hear the weeping of
those who cherished them.”

Thats right-handed power.

It comes from the side of the brain dedicated to straight-forward,
logical thinking and to results-oriented attitudes.

Right-handed power fells us that we need to raise our kids with a
swift smack on the bottom, to get their attention.

Right-handed power is what the top-down boss uses to motivate
her workers to get with the program.



Right-handed power comes in all shapes and sizes; from the atom
bomb dropped on Hiroshima, to the 9/11 attack, to the bombs
bursting over Iran this week.

Right-handed power’s purpose is to get results; and, very often, it
succeeds quite nicely.

Right-handed power has overthrown governments and crushed
trade unions.

Yet right-handed power is not the power that Jesus offers us.

Instead, Jesus calls us to become a community entirely different
from the “eat or be eaten” lunacy that still grips the world.

Jesus calls us close, so that with him, we might think about power
in a different way.

Jesus offers what you might call, left-handed power.
Which, to all appearances, seems to be a fools errand.
Left-handed power is intuitive.

Its creative and meandering.

And, it is very patient.



While right-handed power often looks like General Patton in full
dress uniform; left-handed power looks more like old Uncle Ernie,
frazzled and frumpy -- carrying a bottle of wine and a hunk of
salami under his arm.

Left-handed power is gentle.

It tries to see the other gals point of view.

Its willing to walk a mile in her shoes before passing judgment.

Its aware of our need to remove the log from my eye before
reaching for the speck in yours.

Left-handed power listens carefully, not only to what's said, but to
what is left unsaid too.

Left-handed power, especially in todays world, seems like a bunch
of nonsense!

If you choose to use this power, you will be called a fool, or worse!
You may even get beaten up.

Depending where you happen to live, you may even be Killed.

And yet, while right-handed power seemingly gets results, its totally

inept at accomplishing the very reason for our existence: which is
to be in authentic and lasting relationship with each other.



Left-handed power waits, rather than charging in.
Left-handed power forgives, rather than trying to even the score.

Only left-handed power is able to create the space necessary for
genuine and lasting relationships to grow.

Especially when it comes to our enemies.

Or when it comes to those who are different.

Or those who have betrayed or offended us.

Because relationship is the whole point of our creation.

Because relationship is the very thing that makes the kingdom of
God — the kingdom of God.

While right-handed power returns evil for evil, which multiples evil,
left-handed power is immune to evil.

Because left-handed power forgives.

It absorbs.

And then it lets go of whatever evil may come its way.
“Father, forgive them, they dont know what they are doing.”

What is evil going to do with that?



With forgiveness, and the refusal to retaliate, evil is consumed,
then smothered, by what at first blush seems an act of profound
weakness.

Yet that apparent weakness is the one and only effective solution
to hate, to vengeance, and to evil, in all of its’ forms.

A community that practices left-handed power.

A community that serves rather than insisting upon being served.
A community that forgives.

That welcomes.

That community is the kingdom of God in our very midst.

For it is in that community where Jesus stands.

Just as he stood among the twelve as he explained today’s parable
so long ago.

Jesus could have gathered an army and raised a rebellion.
He couldve run away and avoided all the coming horror.

But Jesus chooses another way.



He accepts all of our violence and insecurity, our fears and egos,
and in the accepting, loves us, forgives us, and frees us.

Maybe thats why St. Paul can shout with amazement that while we
were still sinners, God sends Jesus to save us.

Maybe thats why Paul can correctly see that none of us are
blameless, no not one, as God takes on flesh, submits to the worst
we can do, and forgives us.

Can we recapture the essence of our faith which Jesus spells out
so beautifully in today's parable?

So that the next time there is the urge to rely upon right-handed
power following some evil in our life, whether it's that idiot driver
who cut us off in traffic — or a perceived enemy halfway around
the world — how might this world be different if instead of rushing
in to fix everything with right-handed power, we simply let things
be.

If we simply, forgive.

+amen



