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MUSIC    “Creator of the Stars of Night”                                ELW 245 

1 Creator of the stars of night, 
your people's everlasting light, 

O Christ, redeemer of us all, 
we pray you hear us when we call. 

 
2 When this old world drew on toward night, 

you came; but not in splendor bright, 
not as a monarch, but the child 
of Mary, blessed mother mild. 

 
3 At your great name, O Jesus, now 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
all things on earth with one accord, 

like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord. 
 

4 Come in your holy might, we pray, 
redeem us for eternal day; 

defend us while we dwell below 
from all assaults of our dread foe. 

 
5 To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, Three in One, 



praise, honor, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. Amen. 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved. 

 
WELCOME 
 
L:  The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ that guards our 

hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
L:  Let us pray, 

Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare a pathway for your Christ. By his coming speak 
peace to your people and turn our hearts toward you, that your saving grace and 
splendid glory may dwell in all the earth; through Jesus Christ, whose day draws near. 

C:  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
L: We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, 
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 
when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C: Amen. 
 
Light the first candle. 
 
MUSIC         “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”              ELW 246 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!" 

 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 

from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 

shines upon the morning skies. 



3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
come with pardon down from heav'n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all, to be forgiv'n; 

 
4 So, when next he comes in glory 

and the world is wrapped in fear, 
he will shield us with his mercy 

and with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 
 
WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE READING              Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
“ Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the Lord! 
L: Word of Wisdom, Word of Life.  C:    Thanks be to God! 
 



SCRIPTURE READING                 Psalm 122 
 1 I was glad when they said to me, 
“  Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
 2 Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 3 Jerusalem is built as a city 
  that is at unity with itself; 
 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.  
 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“  May they prosper who love you. 
 7 Peace be within your walls 
  and quietness within your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 
 9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, 
  I will seek to do you good.”  
L: Word of Wisdom, Word of Life.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                 Romans 13:11-14 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; 
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let 
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
L: Word of Wisdom, Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
MUSIC                  “My Lord, What a Morning”                        ELW 438 

Refrain 
My Lord, what a morning; 
my Lord, what a morning; 

oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
when the stars begin to fall. 

 
1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 

to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 



2 You will hear the sinner cry, 
to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
 

3 You will hear the Christian shout, 
to wake the nations underground, 
looking to my God's right hand, 

when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 
                          Text: African American spiritual 

 
GOSPEL READING                Matthew 24:36-44 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“ About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
L: This is the Good News of Jesus Christ.  C: Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE         Perla Flores, Guest Preacher  
 
MUSIC                          “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”                        ELW 436 

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
Midnight hears the welcome voices, 

and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 

The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
your lamps with gladness take!" 

Alleluia! 
Rise and prepare the feast to share; 

go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
and all her heart with joy is springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 



Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 
the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 

her star is ris'n; her light is come. 
Now come, O Blessed One, 
Lord Jesus, God's own Son. 

Sing hosanna! 
Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 

and follow to the banquet hall. 
 

3 Gloria! Let heav'n adore you! 
Let saints and angels sing before you, 
with harp and cymbal's clearest tone. 

Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, 
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming, 

with angel choirs around your throne. 
No eye has caught the light, 
no ear the thund'ring might 

of such glory. 
There we will go: what joy we'll know! 

There sweet delight will ever flow. 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite 

Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYER 
 
L: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 

renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

 
L: God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay 

leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your 
paths. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to 

care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of 

hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of 
war to sow peace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions 

who are ill or despairing (especially . . . and those affected by HIV and AIDS as we 
remember World AIDS Day). Surround all with care and consolation. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and 

relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, 
counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, 



C: hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
L: God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us 

with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. 
God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 
L: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
PEACE 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSIC      “He Came Down”                 ELW 253 
 

1 He came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

2 He came down that we may have light; 
he came down that we may have light; 



he came down that we may have light; 
hallelujah forevermore. 

 
3 He came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

4 He came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
Text: Cameroon traditional  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
L:  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C:  Amen. 
 
MUSIC     “Soon and Very Soon”             ELW 439 
 
SENDING 
L:  Go in peace, remember the poor! 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ 
 
 


