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AZMET RESOURCES FOR PLANTING DECISIONS
The Arizona Meteorological Network (AZMet), part of University of Arizona Cooperative Extension,
continues to inform planting decisions with data from several stations in cotton-production areas
across the state.

Previous Cooperative Extension research indicates that soil temperature becomes favorable for
planting as it approaches 60 °F, as long as dry weather is forecast with afternoon maximum air
temperatures above 80 °F and morning minimums above 45 °F. These conditions minimize
problems from disease and low plant vigor at the start of the growing season. Soil temperature
below 55 °F increases the likelihood of such problems.

How early in the year does soil temperature reach the 60 °F threshold, marking the start of the
planting season?

Based on measurements of daily minimum soil temperature at 4-inch depth from the AZMet
Buckeye station since 2020, for example, five-day moving-average values no longer drop below 60 °F
between March 23 and April 12, with an average timing of April 2 (see Table).

Previous Cooperative Extension research also finds that an accumulation of at least 300 to 400 heat
units (86/55 °F) since January 1 is another indication that conditions have become favorable for
planting.

To track soil temperature, heat
units, and other meteorological
conditions at AZMet stations
leading up to the 2026 planting
season, please visit the AZMet
website at azmet.arizona.edu.
There, you also will find locations of
current stations in cotton-
production areas across the state,
both those listed in the Table and
additional ones, on an interactive
network map.

If you have any questions regarding
these or other AZMet resources,
please contact Dr. Jeremy Weiss,
AZMet Program Manager, at
jlweiss@arizona.edu or 520-621-1319.

               
This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is AMS.
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ARIZONA GROWN COTTON: STRONG ROOTS & GLOBAL REACH
As the cotton industry looks ahead to the coming months, market analysts continue to emphasize
the importance of demand-side growth in an increasingly competitive global environment. While
global supplies remain ample and competition is strong, long-term market stability will depend on
expanding export opportunities and reinforcing the value of U.S. cotton in key textile markets. This
reality underscores the importance of proactive international engagement, an effort the Arizona
Cotton Growers Association has been actively advancing on behalf of its growers.

In early November, the Association welcomed representatives from Envoy Textiles Limited of
Bangladesh, one of the country’s leading garment manufacturers supplying global brands such as
Levi’s, Target, Gap, Zara, and H&M. Envoy imports approximately 150,000 bales of cotton annually,
yet only a small portion currently originates from the United States. Their visit provided an
opportunity to highlight what distinguishes Arizona-grown cotton, including superior fiber quality,
consistency, advanced production practices, and the stewardship that defines Arizona growers. The
delegation expressed interest in increasing U.S. sourcing, presenting a meaningful opportunity to
strengthen demand and expand Arizona cotton’s presence in one of the world’s most important
textile-producing regions. Arizona’s trusted merchant partners also participated in the discussions,
reinforcing the state’s reputation for reliability and consistency in global supply chains.

More recently, the Association met with representatives from the Chinese Embassy, the Consulate
General of China in Los Angeles, and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade
(CCPIT) to discuss potential areas for expanded collaboration in agriculture and trade.
Conversations focused on Arizona cotton’s long-standing reputation for quality, innovation in fiber
development, efficient marketing systems, and logistical advantages, including proximity to the
Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. The Association also highlighted the importance of stable,
mutually beneficial trade relationships and the role Arizona cotton plays in the integrated global 

textile supply chain. Historically, approximately
50% of Arizona’s cotton exports have been
destined for China, though that share has
declined in recent years to roughly 10–15%. The
meeting provided an opportunity to exchange
views, reaffirm relationships, and explore
pathways to rebuild demand and cooperation
moving forward.

Together, these engagements reflect the
Association’s commitment to promoting Arizona
cotton beyond our borders. In a market where
differentiation matters more than ever, sharing
Arizona’s story- one rooted in quality, innovation,
and trust, remains essential to securing long-
term opportunities for our growers.

Bangladesh Envoy Textiles Ltd Meeting
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced new appointments to the
Arizona Farm Service Agency (FSA) State
Committee on January 13, 2026. The
committee plays a critical role in
overseeing the delivery of federal farm
programs and ensuring Arizona producers’
perspectives are represented at the state
level.

Among the appointees are Steven Earl
Bales Jr. of Buckeye, who was named
Chair (pictured left), and Cassy England of
Marana (pictured right), both of whom also
serve in a leadership role on the
Association Board of Directors. Bales is a
fifth-generation farmer with a diversified
operation that includes cotton, alfalfa hay,
small grains, and custom harvesting
services. England co-manages more than
4,300 acres of cotton, alfalfa, and small
grains and brings firsthand experience
from Arizona crop production to the
committee.

Their appointments, along with fellow
committee members representing
ranching and diversified agriculture across
the state, ensure that Arizona producers
have experienced, knowledgeable voices
helping guide FSA program delivery and
policy implementation.
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The 57th Legislature’s Second Regular Session began
January 12 and is already shaping up to be fast-paced
and politically charged. Republicans hold majorities in
both chambers, and Governor Katie Hobbs enters the
final year of her term. As expected, taxes, water, and
the budget are driving early tension.

Bill introductions continue at a historic pace,1,400 bills
have already been introduced. Additional legislation is
still possible ahead of the final introduction deadline
on February 9. Until then, legislators are limited to
being the prime sponsor on seven additional bills
unless granted permission by leadership—an
indication of just how crowded this agenda has
become.

Budget discussions took center stage last week as the
Joint House and Senate Appropriations Committees
heard testimony on the Governor’s proposed FY 2027
budget. Budget Director Ben Henderson presented a
mixed economic picture: strong GDP growth and low
unemployment alongside persistent affordability
challenges for working families.

The executive budget projects 4.6% ongoing revenue
growth for FY 2027, higher than the Legislature’s
forecast, with spending growth of 7.0%. Major policy
proposals include eliminating the data center tax
incentive program, creating a new Colorado River
Protection Fund partially funded by water-use fees on
data centers, and significant investments in
corrections, Medicaid (AHCCCS), and developmental
disabilities services.

Water policy remains tightly linked to fiscal decisions,
particularly as Arizona prepares for long-term
Colorado River management challenges. Education
funding also received attention, with proposals to
expand school facility bonding backed by the state
land trust. With deadlines approaching and
negotiations intensifying, these issues will continue to
take shape over the coming weeks.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE ACGA SUPPORTS THE BUY
AMERICAN COTTON ACT
The Association is actively engaged with
members of Congress to advance the Buy
American Cotton Act (BACA), bipartisan
legislation recently introduced in both the
U.S. Senate (S.1919) and the House of
Representatives (H.R.7230).

The Buy American Cotton Act is designed to
strengthen the market for U.S.-grown
cotton by encouraging the use of
domestically produced fiber and
supporting American textile manufacturing.
Rather than imposing mandates, BACA
uses market-based incentives and
traceability tools to reward transparent
supply chains and expand demand for U.S.
cotton and cotton products.

For Arizona’s cotton industry which
produces high-quality upland and extra-
long staple cotton, this legislation matters.
Cotton is more than a crop: it’s a foundation
for rural jobs across farming, ginning,
warehousing, transportation, and textile
manufacturing. By enhancing opportunities
for American-grown cotton in federal
procurement and marketplace supply
chains, BACA can help strengthen local
economies and support long-term
investment in U.S. agriculture.

The Arizona Cotton Growers Association has
been reaching out to congressional offices
to share information about BACA and
request consideration of cosponsorship. We
believe this bipartisan bill supports both
American agriculture and American
manufacturing, and we are committed to
working with elected officials to secure
broad support.


