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METHODIST  
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CHIPPEWA VALLEY:   
ALTOONA, ANSON,  
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JIM FALLS, LAKE 
STREET, NEW  
AUBURN, PLEASANT 
VALLEY, STANLEY, 
THORP, TRINITY, & 
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Gettin’ Saved 
Pastor Jerry 

Let’s talk about what it means to be “saved.” Not about the Christian doctrine 
of salvation – I’ll do that in a sermon series this month – but about what the 
word means. We use it a lot in the Christian church, and we all have a sort of 
vague sense that it refers to something that identifies us as Christian, but what 
does it mean? Saved from what? In what way? By whom? And when we look 
at the word biblically and historically, it gets even more confusing. Sound fun? 
Great! Let’s go! 

Through most of the Bible, saved simply means saved: that is, rescued, 
delivered. From what? From whatever a person needs rescuing from. To put it 
another way, the word doesn’t have a specific religious meaning. Being saved 
simply means being helped out of whatever fix you’re in. In the Old Testament, 
the word most often appears in reference to God saving Israel from slavery in 
Egypt or, 600 years later, from captivity in Babylon. When the psalms talk 
about the “God of our salvation” they’re referring to the God who acts in history 
(e.g. in the Exodus) and in our lives (e.g. when we’re sick) to help us. Salvation 
in the Old Testament is practical, tangible, and this-worldly.  

The same thing is mostly true in the gospels. Jesus used it most often to refer 
to physical healing. Every time Jesus heals someone and says, “Your faith has 
made you well” the Greek phrase he uses is literally, “your faith has saved 
you.” Once or twice, though, Jesus uses the word in a broader sense. When 
Zacchaeus declares, after eating with Jesus, that he’s going to give half his 
money away to the poor and pay restoration to everyone that he has 
defrauded, Jesus says, “Today salvation has come to this house.” Here being 
saved seems to mean something like “delivered from an old life” or “changed 
into a different person.” This is closer to how we use the word today, but it still 
very much refers to a deliverance that takes place in this life. 

It isn’t until Paul that we get anything close to our specific religious use of the 
word. Paul speaks of salvation as deliverance from an old life into a new life. 
The old life – which Paul variously refers to as the flesh, the old man, the 
natural man, or just sin – is a life of slavery to our passions, and the new life is 
putting aside that slavery and putting on the freedom of trusting in God. 
Sometimes Paul refers to this salvation as something that has already 
happened to Christians, and sometimes as an ongoing process, but either 
way, Paul talks about salvation as a specific kind of salvation, that ultimately 
points beyond this life to eternal life. 

But wait! There’s more! Salvation isn’t done evolving! In the early church, and 
even more in the Protestant Reformation, a key issue was who can be saved. 
Following Paul, people like Augustine and John Calvin stressed that only God 
has the power to save people, and God can save anyone he chooses. Since 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday and Wednesday 
9:00 am - 4:30 pm 

Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Worship Services in January 
 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 3-4. 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 
Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 
Sermon: “God’s Gifts” 
Scripture: Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
 

Gettin’ Saved 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 10-11. 1st Sunday after Epiphany 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 
Worship: 9:00am with Communion.* Livestreamed on Facebook and 

YouTube. Radio broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 
Sermon: “Gettin’ Saved: From What?”  
Scripture: Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-10 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 17-18. 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 
Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 
Sermon: “Getting’ Saved: How?”  
Scripture: Romans 9:14-18, 10:9-13 
 
Saturday-Sunday, January 24-25. 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 
Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 
Sermon: “Getting’ Saved: The Good Myth”  
Scripture: John 3:1-17 
 
Saturday-Sunday, Jan. 31- Feb. 1. 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Living Room Worship: Available @ 6:00pm Saturday, Lake Street 

Facebook page 
Worship: 9:00am. Livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube. Radio 

broadcast 10:05 on AM 880 and 106.3 FM. 
Sermon: “Getting’ Saved: Companions on a Journey”  
Scripture: Philippians 3:7-16 
 
 
*United Methodists serve Open Communion, welcoming all to join Christ’s table, 
because that’s what he did, too. 
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A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP 

We seek to be a community of expectant, God-centered worship, through word and 
sacrament and God’s gift of music – offering together our utmost for God’s highest. 



 

 

 
HAVE YOU FOUND US 
ONLINE? 
 
Our website 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
always has 
the most up 
to date      
calendar, 
news, online 
giving and 
more.  Visit it  
often for past sermon   
recordings, past Circuit  
Riders, and a direct link to 
our Facebook page. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES 
If you have had an  
address change within the 
past four months and are 
receiving the Circuit  
Rider newsletter 
electronically, please send 
your new  address to the 
church   office:  adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org. 
 
Because your digital issue 
does not go to the post 
office, there is no Address      
Service Requested   
changes that come back 
to the church office. We         
appreciate your help to 
keep our database up to 
date.   

 
January Circuit Rider  

Deadline is  
Wednesday, January 21st 

for   
Thursday, January 29th 

mailing 
 

Be sure to send your news 
to Ellen Prellwitz at 

Adminsec 
@lakestreetumc.org 

3 

  RADIO SERVICE SUPPORT = $165/week     

 ❏ January 4  ❏ January 18  ❏ February 1 

 ❏ January 11  ❏ January 25   ❏ February 8   
    

Given by: __________________   In Memory of: ____________________  

In Honor of:________________ In Recognition of: _________________  

not everyone is a Christian, that logically means that God chooses to save 
only some. Thus, for Calvin, being saved comes to have a different 
meaning entirely – saved in the sense of “being set aside for later,” like 
pickles. And then, in the 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries, still another meaning was 

applied to the word by evangelists like George Whitfield and John Wesley. 
With the coming of mass evangelistic rallies ending with altar calls, 
salvation came to be thought of as a one-time event: a threshold that you 
choose to step over and in so doing immediately qualify for heaven.  

To summarize, salvation is obviously an important concept to Christianity: 
somehow, what Jesus did by becoming one of us, dying, and rising again 
has rescued us from something. But beyond that, Christians have used 
the word in a wide variety of incompatible ways, and different groups and 
people have completely different definitions of saved. In our own Mainline 
Christian world, we’ve almost stopped using the word entirely, because 
we are so uncomfortable with some of the ways that Evangelicals use it. 
Given how important the word is in scripture, that’s not a great plan either. 
So this month in my preaching I’m going to try to sort out some of the 
different sides of salvation. We’ll begin on January 11. 

Save the date. 

Worship Notes for January 

Choirs beginning again. After our Christmas hiatus, the Lake Street choirs 

and ensembles begin again this month. Evan Rognholt continues to direct 

our Handbell Choir and Tenor-Baritone-Bass Ensemble, and Kathy 

Amundson-Forsberg directs our women’s ensemble Ellesi. Kathy also 

continues serving as interim director for our Chancel Choir, while Staff-

Parish continues that search. If you have thought about joining a choir, for 

the fun of singing together, if for no other reason, then the beginning of a 

term is the perfect time. The choirs meet on Wednesday nights at: 

6:15pm Ellesi, in the Fellowship Hall 

6:15pm Handbells, in the sanctuary* 

7:00pm Chancel Choir, in the Fellowship Hall 

8:00pm The Ensemble, in the Fellowship Hall 

Celebration, our instrumental ensemble, is also looking for new voices 

(and instruments, if you play!). They meet on Sunday mornings after 

worship, in the sanctuary (about 10:15am). 

 

*See the note from Evan Rognholt, handbell director, on p. 4. 

mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
mailto:adminsec@lakestreetumc.org.
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A COMMUNITY OF INCLUSIVE WELCOME 

We embrace all of God’s children as persons of sacred worth regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socio-economic 
status, national origin, culture, tradition, physical or mental ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other 

difference real or perceived, and welcome all people into the life of this congregation. 

I would like to thank all those who gave to the Friends at 
the Lake Meaningful Christmas. These donations are 
greatly appreciated and will benefit those who are unable 
to pay for the program. 
 
I would like to share some of the comments that were 
written on a recent survey handed out to caregivers. To 
the question What are the most helpful aspects of the 
program for you and your loved one?  here are some of 
the responses: 
 
“The completely openhearted, nonjudgmental volunteers, 
they are special.” 
 
“Having some time off from caregiving, a provided lunch, 
low cost, socialization for my loved one, and being 
inspired by the awesome volunteers.” 
 
“Provide activities that keep people engaged and 
interacting with other people. I really like it that kids are 
often present. Having time off is so helpful.” 
 
“As caregivers, we get four hours a week to ourselves to 
run errands. Participant is very happy when picked up so I 
know she had a great day.” 
 
“Giving me an opportunity to get things done, 
giving her an opportunity for socializing.” 
 
Overall satisfaction of the program results were 
100% totally satisfied! 
 
This program is certainly filling a need in our 
community. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please let me know. My email is:  
  Laurievb@lakestreetumc.org   
 
 

Ever Thought about Ringing 
For Worship? 

 
A word from our Handbell director 

 

Handbell Choir wants you! The bells 
and I are looking for more ringers in 
2026. While we managed in 2025, 
our numbers are so low that being 
down a single member becomes 
quite crippling. With more people, we 
could more complex scores by yours 
truly and rehearse consistently 
without covering parts. A surprising 
number of you have mentioned to me 
that you wish you used to be in bells. 
If those people did return, we'd be 
golden. So to all of you, here's your 
sign! We need you! And to everyone 
else, no experience necessary! We'll 
take as many as there are interested 
volunteers! Rehearsals resume 
Rehearsals resume on Wednesday, 
January 7th at 6:15pm in the 
Sanctuary.   

 

 Thank you, Evan Rognholt 

Upcoming Pancake Breakfasts 
 

Remember, the pancake team takes December 
off. Our next breakfast will be:  
 
January 18 
February 15 
 
Cost: $8.00. Children 
and guests free. 
Volunteers always 
welcome. 

mailto:Laurievb@lakestreetumc.org


 

 

5 

 

ARCW Wish List for 
January: 

Meal-in-a-Can 

Consider supporting our local 
food Pantry during the month 
of January. Your donation 
will  be appreciated during this 
cold, cold month.  Please put 
your gift {beef stew, soup, 
spaghetti, tuna, lasagna, etc.) 
in the ARCW box located just 
outside the entrance to 
Fellowship Hall.  

                                               
Thanks for your continued 
support! 

 
 
Blessing Box:  Thank you to 

everyone who continue to 

supply items for our Blessing 

Box.  Items currently needed 

are toothbrushes, wash 

clothes, toothpaste, socks, 

large underwear, Vaseline, 

and Band-Aids.  We have 

enough soap, shampoo, and 

conditioner for now. . 

 

Beacon House: Our next 

opportunity to serve is 

January 18
th
-24

th
 2026.  Thank 

you to Kyler Rognholt, Sherrie 

Southard, Susan Wilkom, 

Dale and Peggy Fleming and 

Veronica Marshall-Potter for 

preparing the meals.  Contact 

Kent Gierhart at 715-864-

2056. 

 

A COMMUNITY OF COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH 

Our time and talents and resources are not gifts for our enjoyment but a calling to serve others,  
particularly the marginalized and those without other defenders.  

We seek to serve God by serving God’s children in our community, our nation, and our world.  

 
January Mission Offering:  

Chippewa Valley Street Ministry 
 
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry is a ministry that seeks to meet the 

needs of those who are not able to find housing, clothing and other 

various needs to survive. On most Monday and Thursday nights we 

can be found from about 5:30 - 7:00 pm in the parking lot opposite 

Sojourner House on Barstow Street in Eau Claire, WI ministering to 

people who are living on the streets. We offer them warm clothing, 

gloves, hats, blankets, water, candy, hygiene kits, and whatever else 

we might have. If they need something that we don't have, we will try to 

get it! We also seek to connect resources offered by other ministries 

and governmental services to people who are in need. Beyond 

meeting the physical needs of people, we are also there to offer 

prayer, a compassionate ear, a human touch, and our friendship. We 

are a ministry that works with those who tend to fall through the cracks 

of our society.  

To find out more about this ministry visit:: 

https://www.chippewavalleystreetministry.org. 

 

 
 

Community Table 
 

Our next dates at TCT are: 
  
January 14 – 9:00-2:00pm 
February 11 – 9:00-2:00pm 
 
To volunteer, contact 
Peter Nelson at 715-
379-8135 or at 

petermnelson@sbcglobal.net . 

Beacon House Hosting 
 

Our congregation hosts evening 
meals at Beacon House next on:  

January 18-24. 
Thank you to 
all the many 
volunteers 
who  keep 
this ministry 
alive, 
especially 
our new volunteers. 

Community Table:  On December 10, Lake Street volunteers pre-

pared and served a meal of sweet & sour stir fry, fruit salad, lettuce 

salad and dessert to 76 guests.  Our next dates to volunteer are 

January 14 and February 11.  Please call Peter Nelson at 715-379-

8135 or petermnelson@sbcglobal.net to volunteer. 
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A COMMUNITY OF SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

We seek to be a place where all God’s children, of all ages and abilities, can grow together in knowledge and faith, 
through study, through participation in worship, and through service to others. 

Men at Prayer: Thursdays @ 7:30am 

A weekly time of praying together and 

studying scripture verse by verse.  

Followed by “After-MAP” 

at The Goat Coffee House on Water Street. 

Sunday Book Group: Now Bible Group 
 

The study group that meets on Sunday mornings 
in the church office conference room has for many 
years been reading books together, but has 
shifted focus. We will now be doing “pick up Bible 
study.” We will have a plan for the study a few 
weeks ahead, but preparation is optional. We will 
read and discuss a Bible passage and a related 
commentary together and then discuss. Over the 
holiday season we are studying Jesus' birth 
narratives. 

Children’s Sunday School 
 
In January, we move to the New Testament. We are 
still learning about the Bible, as we finished up the 
Old Testament, we now begin learning the New 
Testament and  the way the New Testament is 
organized starting with the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. The class is learning a song “The 
Books of the Bible”, to help them remember all of the 
books.  Our New Testament study this year will be 
on the Fruits of the Spirit.   
 
January 11 – Introduction to the Fruits of the Spirit. 
Focus on Love with the story of the Good Samaritan. 
 
January 18 – Third Sunday the class helps with 
serving Pancake Breakfast. 
 
January 25 – Fruit of the Spirit focus will be on Joy 
and the Prodigal son story. 
 

Camp Scholarships for this Summer 

Some of the gifts and bequests that have been 

invested with our Lake Street Foundation were 

designated at their giving to be used for youth or 

education purposes, and so some of our grant 

money is reserved for those goals. But over the 

past few years, we have not used all that money, 

and it has been building up. This year, the Church 

Council has authorized using that money to support 

scholarships to those who would like to go to camp. 

We have not talked about this enough, but the 

Camp and Retreat Ministry of the Wisconsin UMC 

is one of our crown jewels. Camps Pine Lake and 

Lake Lucerne offer an incredible array of camp 

experiences - for all ages and for a wide range of 

interests. There are grandparent camps where 

grandparents can have times with their grandkids, 

camps for children, camps for youth, camps for 

computer programmers, camps for music and 

theater, and more. Visit their website at 

wimucamps.org to see the full range of options. 

With the scholarship money that our Council has 

freed up, cost should not be an obstacle to anyone. 

Camp can be an incredible experience. We want to 

help make that experience possible. 

Methodism 101 
 

One of the requirements of our Confirmation 
program is some time learning exactly what 
they’re getting into … no, that’s not the best way 
to put it … learning about the distinctive nature 
of the Methodist tradition. For that purpose, 
Pastor Jerry will be leading his “Methodism 101” 
class this month, beginning on Sunday, January 
11, at about 10:15am in Room 202. We will 
wrap up on February 1, after four sessions. 
 
While this is required for confirmands, this is 
also recommended for anyone else who has 
been attending our church and is thinking about 
joining the congregation 
officially. It’s good to 
know what you’re getting 
into … no, I didn’t mean 
that … it’s good to un-
derstand the distinctive 
glory of the Methodist 
tradition (along with 
some of its peculiar 
quirks) from our founder, 
John Wesley all the way 
up to today.  
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January 
Birthdays 

 
1-04   Dewain Lightfoot-85 

1-10   Beatrice Larson-90 

1-17   Pat Peterson 

1-19   Colleen Bates-92 

1-27   Gretchen Glasshof-85 

1-28   Jan Voss 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
(UMW) NEWS 

 

UWF on Hiatus 

.CHANGES to HOLEY SOCKS PROJECT 

Lake Street United Women in Faith continues 
their Holey Socks project, which is a recycling 
program that raises funds for Northcott Neighbor-
hood House in Milwaukee.  The Terra-Cycle pro-
gram will now only accept GOLDTOE-Brand 
socks.  A collection box is in the Fellowship Hall by the water 
fountains.  This is an all-church project. 

A collection box is in the Fellowship Hall by the water foun-
tain.  This is an all-church project, so start looking for those 
Holey Socks today. 

There was a time when United Women of Faith (then, 
United Methodist Women) took a couple of months off 
from their regular meetings in the summer. But in recent 
years the thinking has changed. Actually, summer is a 
great time to meet. It’s in January and February, when 
any given day may involve shoveling snow or driving on 
ice, that people may not want to get out. So UWF will not 
be meeting in those two months. To hold you over, here 
is a picture taken at the December Christmas Tea—at 
the pre-tea concert, led by the Ahrens family.  

The Lake Street Stampers ... 

Will meet in Room 202 on 
Thursday January 8th  at 1:00 
pm.  Please note the time 
change.  
We always welcome new     
helpers so maybe this different 
day might allow 
you to join us.  It’s 
a good time to be 
together. 
 

End of an Era for Trustees 

The Methodist Book of Discipline has rules 

to prevent one person from always serving 

on the same administrative committee. 

After three years (or, at most, six) people 

have to step down to make way for 

someone else.  

That being said, it is hard to imagine the 

Lake Street Board of Trustees without Jon 

Case, who is stepping down after his most 

recent six-year stint. There is no one who 

has cared for this building longer and more 

faithfully than Jon, not only as a Trustee 

(multiple times) but as a volunteer and 

even, for a while, as interim custodian 

when we needed someone.  

When you see Jon in church—3rd pew 

from the back, pulpit side—tell him thank 

you. 
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RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 

On Giving and Taxes 

Pastor Jerry 

Some years ago, a survey was taken of clergy in which 

they were asked “Why do you think your parishioners 

give to the church?” One of the top reasons that clergy 

suggested was “for the tax benefit.” Well, that was silly 

even back then. If money were the object, not giving at 

all is still less expensive than giving and then subtract-

ing a percentage of that gift from taxes. Duh. 

But either way, that theory has been proven false since 

then. A few years ago Congress passed a law that they 

amusingly called the “Tax Simplification Act.” (My own 

accountant called it the “CPA Guaranteed Employment 

Act.”) In that law, the Standard Deduction for taxes was 

raised so high that nearly everyone was better off taking 

the Standard Deduction than itemizing deductions. And 

if you don’t itemize, then your charitable giving is irrele-

vant to your tax bill. And yet people continued giving to 

the church. It was never about taxes. 

(So why do people give to the church? Well, that same 

question was asked to church members, and it turns out 

that the top two reasons that people give to the church - 

or to any charitable organization - are: (1) because they 

agree with and support the work of that organization 

and (2) they believe that their gifts will be handled re-

sponsibly. So it turns out that the best way to increase 

church giving is for the church to do something worth 

supporting. Who knew?) 

But there is one way that giving can significantly reduce 

taxes. As many of you know, there comes a time when 

retirees have to begin withdrawing money from their tax-

deferred retirement accounts, whether they need that 

money to live on or not. And when it’s withdrawn, that 

withdrawal is taxed. But under another relatively new 

law, if that required withdrawal is sent directly from the 

retirement fund to a charitable organization, then the 

withdrawal is tax-exempt. In this way, people who don’t 

necessarily need the money from their required with-

drawal for their own expenses are able to meet their 

pledge to the church from retirement savings and save 

themselves a tax bill.  

SCRIP Continues 

One way that we have been 

able to give to (and through) 

our church has been the 

SCRIP program. In this pro-

gram, the church buys gift 

cards at a discount, then sells them to 

the church at face value and keeps the 

difference. Most of the discounts are 

small – 3%, for instance – but by using 

SCRIP for our ordinary purchases, we 

are able to designate that small percent-

age of our shopping to a good cause. 

Over the years, we have used the 

SCRIP profits to support various pro-

jects, from our capital campaign in 

2018, when we were fixing our bell tow-

er to mission projects such as Feed My 

People and The Community Table. 

Well, for eleven years, SCRIP has been 

run by Dave Doxsie – single-handedly 

for the past six or seven – and at the 

end of last year Dave retired. The 

SCRIP program will continue, however. 

Al Weisenbeck has agreed to take on 

the management of this program. Watch 

your Short Circuit for updates on any 

changes. 
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Financial Report, through November, 2025 

Thank you. We had a strong financial month in 
November. You gave more than expenses, more than 
budget, more than expected. At the end of October, we 
were about $29,300 in the red, but we made up close to 
$8,000 in November putting us at $21,500 in the red.  

Even more interesting is a comparison with last year. At 
the end of November, 2024, we were about $34,000 in 
the red. We ended up making up most (though not all) of 
that in December giving, so this year is looking quite a 
bit better. Nearly all of the difference between last year 
and this year is your giving. As you see in the chart 
below, our “Offerings and other income” year-to-date are 
about $344,000. Of that, about $324,00 is direct giving. 
Last year at this time, our “Offerings and other income” 
was $335,306 (of which, $313,000 was direct giving).  

So, first of all, thank you. Thank you for your confidence 
that this church is actually doing things worth 
supporting, and thank you for your confidence that your 
money will be handled with integrity and spent 
prudently.  

Now, there’s even more good news. In the past month, 
we have received word that our Friends at the Lake 
program has been awarded $4,000 in grants. In 
addition, one of our extended family (that is, a non-
member in a different city who supports our ministry) 
recently sent us another $1,000 to use as Friends at the 
Lake Scholarships. We are still not yet to the point of 
breaking even with this ministry. We knew we wouldn’t 
at first, and so we are still subsidizing it from our 
“Anonymous Donor Fund,” but these grants give us 
even more time to get on our feet. 

Again, thank you for all the ways you give. See the 
articles on p. 8 for more details on some of those ways. 

 

Memorials and Special Gifts 
Through December 22 

 
 

SPECIAL GIFTS  
  
Donors: Paul and Virginia 

Hilbrich; Designated for: 
Radio Ministry.  

 
Donors: Tom Bauer, Cathy 

Duerkop and Cindy and Mike 
McCluskey; Designated for: 
Friends at the Lake 
Scholarship Fund; 

RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
The CIRCUIT RIDER is a monthly 
news and information publication 
for members and friends of the 
Lake Street UMC. 
 
EDITORS 
Rev. Jerry Morris —Layout Editor 
Ellen Prellwitz – Copy Production 
Aaron Athas — Digital Production 
 
DEADLINE 
News items for the February is-
sue (mailed on Jan. 29) need to 
be received by January 21. 
 
Phone # – 715-832-6603 
Fax # – 715-832-9500 
 
MAILING ADDRESS 
337 Lake Street, Suite A 
Eau Claire WI 54703 
 
WEBSITE 
www.lakestreetumc.org 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
Rev. Jerry Morris 
pastor@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Laurie Van Beek 
laurievb@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Ellen Prellwitz 
adminsec@lakestreetumc.org 
 
Jennifer Blakeley-Mode 
finance@lakestreetumc.org 
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The Year of the Laity 
Pastor Jerry 

As a whole, pastors are good people. I hope that’s not controversial to 
say. Very few pastors begin their vocation for selfish motives—e.g. 
wealth, fame, power. Yes, there are a few ministers who end up 
achieving those dubious goals, but they are rare exceptions. Most of us 
begin with a desire to serve God and others, and manage to hold on to 
that sense of calling throughout our time in the pastorate.  

That’s not to say that we don’t have our quirks and specific weaknesses, 
mind you. For instance, we have a real problem with a need to be 
needed. Having started out with a desire to help people, it makes us 
feel good when we feel as if we’ve done that. So we often rush into 
other people’s crises, seeking that feeling of affirmation that we’ve been 
helpful. In my first pastorate, there was a woman in the church who had 
been through a difficult divorce, and she would call the new pastor two 
or three times a week and talk for hours at a time. At least at first, I loved 
it. To be this person’s sole support in crisis made me feel like a real 
pastor. But I wasn't helping her. She wasn’t interested in changing 
anything; she just liked to kvetch, and nobody else she knew would put 
up with it anymore. It took me several months and some increasingly 
direct help from my more emotionally intelligent wife to help me see that.  

I’m a little better now, after almost 30 years. I don’t feel the need to be in 
the middle of everyone’s crises, at least. But there are other ways that 
my need to be needed comes out. One of the things that I do well and 
enjoy most in ministry is preaching: I get lots of affirmation that way. And 
consequently, one of the things that I have traditionally done very poorly 
is let other people preach. But I have come to the conclusion that I need 
to change this.  

Two things are behind this: first, my sabbatical summer last year, and 
second, my realization that I will retire in a few years. As I talked to 
church members upon returning from sabbatical, I heard both personal 
affirmation (“We missed you”) and  appreciation of the other preachers. 
The fact is, my style of preaching is not everyone’s favorite. I tend to be 
cerebral, focusing on theological and academic questions, but many 
prefer more direct, practical sermons. Everyone I talked to appreciated 
hearing different perspectives. As for my approaching retirement, I have 
begun to ask myself, is preaching important to me for its own sake, or 
just for the recognition it brings me? If I care about preaching for its own 
sake, what am I doing for the sake of good preaching after I’m retired?  

So this year I am intentionally turning my focus to raising up teachers 
and preachers in the congregation. We will have lay speakers on 
average once a month, and I plan in both Spring and Fall to host Lay 
Speaking classes at church. This Spring I will be teaching a class on 
“Leading Worship” on two consecutive Saturdays in March (March 21 
and 28). This class covers the rest of the worship service - beyond the 
sermon. All who are interested are encouraged to join us. There is a 
required book – which has been ordered and will be provided free of 
charge. I’ll let you know more as time approaches. 

 

CONFERENCE AND COMMUNITY 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
NEW YEAR'S 

DAY -- Office 

Closed  

2 3 
9:00am Fellowship 

Hall In Use (Wallace 

Family Event)  

12:00pm Fireside 

Library (Sat NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

4 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley  

                                         Street Ministry  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery Available]  

Message: "God's Gifts";  

Text: Ephesians 1:3-14;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Girl Scout Troop 3514/3324 (Rooms 

101/102/103/Dockside)  

5 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Meeting (Rooms 

101/102/103)  

6 
10:00am Friends at 

the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:00pm Fellowship 

Hall (EC Male 

Chorus Board)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tues Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall (EC Male 

Chorus)  

7 
10:00am Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and Body)  

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library 

(Wed NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

1:00pm 

Stampers 

(Room 202)  

9 
Kairos Home 

School 

(Rooms 

101/102/Third 

Floor, 

Fireside, 

Fellowship 

Hall and 

Dockside)  

10 
9:00am Room 202 In 

Use (Amateur Radio 

Testing)  

12:00pm Fireside 

Library (Sat NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

11 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley  

                                     Street Ministry  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery Available]  

Message: "Saved: From What?";  

Text: Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-10;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Children's Education (102/103)  

10:15am Confirmation/Youth (Fireside)  

10:15am Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

12 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

3:00pm Staff Parish 

(Conference 

Room/on line)  

4:15pm Fellowship 

Hall In Use (ADK 

Group)  

6:00pm Welcome 

and Worship Team 

(Room 202/online)  

13 
9:30am Missions 

Team (Fireside 

Library)  

10:00am Friends at 

the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tues Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall (EC Male 

Chorus)  

14 
9:00am The Community 

Table  

10:00am Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and Body) 

6:15pm Ellesi Rehearsal 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:15pm Pack 128 

Committee (Room 202)  

6:30pm Fireside Library 

(Wed NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

15 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

16 
Kairos Home 

School 

(Rooms 

101/102/Third 

Floor, 

Fireside, 

Fellowship 

Hall and 

Dockside)  

17 
10:00am Room 202 

(Huntington's 

Disease Support 

Group)  

12:00pm Fireside 

Library (Sat NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

6:15pm Pack 128 

Meeting (Rooms 

101/102/103)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

18 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley  

                                     Street Ministry  

8:30am Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) with 

Children and Youth Helping  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery Available]  

Message: "Getting Saved" How?";  

Text: Romans 9:14-18, 10:9-13;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Celebration Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

10:15am Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

3:00pm IM Church (Fellowship Hall)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

5:00pm Beacon House Hosting  

19 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

20 
10:00am Friends at 

the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

5:30pm Trustees 

(Room 202/on line)  

6:30pm Finance 

Committee (Fireside 

Library/on line)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tues Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall (EC Male 

Chorus)  

21 
Circuit Rider Deadline  

10:00am Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and Body) 

5:00pm Beacon House 

Hosting  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library 

(Wed NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

22 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

5:00pm 

Beacon House 

Hosting  

23 
8:00am 

Fellowship 

Hall In Use 

(Sewing Guild)  

5:00pm 

Beacon House 

Hosting  

24 
12:00pm Fireside 

Library (Sat NA 

Group)  

5:00pm Beacon 

House Hosting  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  

25 
Mission Emphasis: Chippewa Valley  

                                       Street Ministry  

9:00am Worship with livestream on 

Facebook and YouTube; [Nursery Available]  

Message: "Saved: The Good Myth";  

Text: John 3:1-17;  

10:00am Coffee Fellowship (Fellowship Hall)  

10:15am Confirmation/Youth (Fireside)  

10:15am Methodism 101 (Room 202)  

3:00pm Souleng Ministry (Chapel)  

26 
10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and 

Body Class)  

10:00am Staff 

Meeting (Conf 

Room)  

6:00pm Church 

Council (Room 

202/online)  

27 
10:00am Friends at 

the Lake 

(Fellowship Hall)  

6:30pm Lounge 

(Tues Womens NA)  

7:00pm Fellowship 

Hall (EC Male 

Chorus)  

28 
10:00am Fellowship Hall 

(ADRC Brain and Body) 

1:30pm Room 202/Fireside 

Library (ADRC Memory 

Loss Support Group)  

6:15pm Handbell Choir 

(Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Fireside Library 

(Wed NA Group)  

7:00pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

8:00pm Ensemble 

Rehearsal (Fellowship 

Hall)  

29 
7:30am MAP 

(Men At 

Prayer) 

[Fireside 

Library]  

9:00am 

Quilters (Room 

101A)  

9:30am Circuit 

Rider 

Assembly 

(Room 202)  

30 31 
12:00pm Fireside 

Library (Sat NA 

Group)  

6:00pm Living Room 

Worship on 

Facebook  
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