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It's 83 and sunny in Manhattan, and the eight of us are standing behind
two tables in Washington Square Park, fanning ourselves with pieces of
cardstock that we hold out for passersby to read. “Sir, can you answer
this question?”

Printed in black on the front of the cards is a question many of you may
know well: What is your only comfort in life and in death?

It's the desire to share an answer to this question that brought six of us
to New York for a SEED trip. After stumbling a bit on our first subway
trip from Queens to Manhattan, Rev. Paul Murphy instructed us in the
definition and purpose of evangelism and outlined the message we
need to preach. He also gave us some homework: preparing to share
our personal testimonies and a 1-2 minute presentation of the gospel.

Something that Rev. Murphy emphasized was that we ought to
evangelize from the church to the church. The church ought to be
sending out its members to tell the good news, and those members
ought to bring those they tell to the gathering of believers. Our group
was greatly encouraged by how welcoming the members of Rev.
Murphy’s church, Messiah’s Reformed Fellowship, were to us at Sunday
worship and throughout the week. Besides sharing lunch and going for
a walk with a good portion of the congregation, several members
helped us with evangelism and led us around the city during the week.
We even squeezed a bunch of us into a member’s studio apartment for
some pizza when a church picnic was rained out.

After some more evangelism training, we spent Monday and Tuesday
afternoon in Washington Square and Central Park handing out the
gospel of John and asking strangers about their only comfort. Many
were too busy or simply uninterested in stopping to talk, but we had
some good conversations with those who did. Later in the week, we
also had the opportunity to go door to door in Jersey City, NJ, asking
similar questions and inviting people to Rev. Sam Perez's church, Grace
Reformed Church.

Besides sharing the gospel, we also had opportunities to serve the
community by serving lunch to the homeless in Manhattan, doing
yardwork and building shelves at a pregnancy resource center in Jersey
City, and helping a kids ministry in that area to prepare for a music
program.

A lot of the people we talked to in New York had an answer to the
question we asked them... sort of. They could speak of comfort in life—
family, money — but when it came to death they didn't really know. Many
of us feel like evangelism is great for pastors or outgoing people, but
what | learned this week is that anyone who knows their only comfort is
in Christ can and should proclaim it. We need teachers, trips, and
opportunities like SEED to open our eyes to the work of God and our
need to depend on him.




