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Scripture:
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There’s a wonderful thing that happens on this hillside every spring,
and many other places, too. There are places where, sort of hidden by tall
grass or bushes, flowers that were planted many, many years ago, still
bloom. They just sort of appear, and are easily missed, but in some ways,
are as beautiful as any flower that grows in an impressive garden.

Though I love nature, I’'m not exactly a tree hugger, I suppose; that is,
I don’t usually get carried away in my deep appreciation of nature. But I
kind of do with these old, old flowers that still bloom in random places. I

pause and quietly say a thank you to them for blooming in spots often

forgotten; often unseen, but still just as beautiful.



I love just happening upon them; only just catching a glimpse by
chance, then pausing to say my thank you. I don’t say it out loud, but I
mean it just as much. And those little moments give me a touch of peace.

There are so many ways that this world is beautiful, but like those old
flowers still blooming in forgotten places, the beauty is too often missed.
The little opportunities for joy and peace and beauty are missed.

It’s these little blessings of beauty and joy and peace that help create
a life worth living. There are great and wonderful things about life too, of
course, but most of the time, the quality of a day 1s revealed to those who
know how and where to look.

Yes, it’s the little blessings of beauty and joy and peace that help
create a life worth living. And yes, the quality of a day is revealed to those
who know how and where to look. It’s all a question of focus. Trying to
get children to focus can be hard, but if an Easter basket is involved, wow!
They have the focus of a hound chasing a rabbit. So God would have us

focus on all things heavenly.



Are you a person who sees, who notices, a flower growing in an
unexpected place? Are you a person who believes there is goodness to be
found in each day as surely as a child who 1s seeking a hidden Easter
basket?

So much of life is found by what we care to see. To the Roman
leaders in the time of Jesus, they only saw an empty tomb, but to others,
salvation forevermore in a Resurrected Savior.

A miracle happened 2,000 years ago. Mary Magdalene was the first
to see a miracle for all time, standing right in front of her. For all others, it
was just another day. But quietly, in a garden, unnoticed, a miracle for the
ages took place. New life blossomed where dead hopes were buried.
That same miracle blooms for us, right here, today; right on this hillside.
For those with eyes to see, lives can be changed and healed and lifted up
and transformed.

For every believer who would excitedly tell others of what they
found, like Mary Magdalene crying out, “I have seen the Lord,” we know

that, sadly, too often, the message and Spirit and truth of this day, this
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Easter day, 1s missed, unseen, passed by, in this busy world of distractions
and urgencies; unnoticed like a flower planted long ago.

But beauty does not force itself on us. For many people, today is just
another day, and the beauty of this day is lost in common concerns and
mundane activities. However, for all of us, we have paused; we have
looked up; we have turned our eyes and hearts and spirits to that which is
heavenly, offering joy and peace, beauty and love; offering a message, a
truth, so wonderful that only God could bless this world in such a way.

It’s Easter, Resurrection Sunday, and the world has literally been
transformed by an event in a garden, where heaven overcame the world.
On this day, this Easter day, the window to heaven can feel wide open, as
we celebrate a truth, a gift, so amazing, so miraculous, that lives can be
changed and hope can be unleashed to fly as high as we care to fly.

In some of the last words of Jesus before his arrest and the scattering
of his followers, he says to the Apostles, “In the world you face
persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!” And truly,

he has conquered the world; he has conquered death; he has conquered sin



and hopelessness. Therefore, like the Apostle Paul, we can be sure that,
“neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”

Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed! It was true in the garden of Christ's
burial, it has been true throughout the improbable rise of Christianity
through the centuries, and it is just as true today as it has ever been, for we
speak in words of eternity and eternal truths, and a heaven beyond our
imaginations that has never been bound by our world's ways.

Can you believe in this joy of Easter morning? Will you? Can you
trust that the message of Christ's Church — spanning two millennia, and
worldwide — has been a witness to the greatest truth and the happiest of
messages for all time? Some of the greatest minds and souls that have
ever lived have staked their lives on it.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans that he was, quote, “fully

convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.” God desires to



be all in all, and to make all things new. Is God capable of fulfilling such
heavenly wishes? Certainly, in Christ we can answer with the fullest
confidence. Yes, a love from the heart of God's own being has made it so.

The Kingdom of God has come to us, and now a bridge of great price
has been offered to us on this most beautiful of mornings. We are now -
because of Christ — we are now eternal. We are in the eternity given to us
in Jesus right now. We can think of life — our lives — as now and forever;
forevermore. Eternal life 1s now in us. We will never die, if death means
end. Instead, it is death that has passed away. “O death, where 1s your
victory? O death, where is your sting?...Thanks be to God, who gives us
our victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” says the Bible. The

Apostle Paul says that, “as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in
Christ.” What wonderful words for an Easter morning! The Book of
Revelation says that, “Death will be no more; mourning and crying and
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” On this

morning, on this Easter morning, we are to remember that the truth is



found in this: that it is death itself that has passed away in the ultimate
sense of how we understand life eternal.

Friends, on this wonderful, miraculous Easter morning, I pray that
you may embrace the fullness of what God has done for us, for we are not
gathered this morning simply to celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.
More than that, we celebrate the Resurrection promise, offered to all.
Jesus said to Mary Magdalene, “Go to my brothers and say to them, 'T am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God, and your God."””

May this beautiful new day bring newness into your lives; new
hope; even new birth, and may the light of this Easter morning lead you

ever closer to the one and eternal God, now and forever. Amen.



