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G U I D E L I N E S  F O R  P O S T E R  W A L K  M O D E R A T O R S  

 
Dear Moderators, 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming you to Bruges for the ISHA 2026 Annual Scientific Meeting. 
To assist with your preparation, we would like to provide you with some information relating to your invited task 
of Poster Walk Moderator. 
 
Concept 
 
This year, in addition to the EPosters available on screens and via the app, we will have a physical Poster 
Walk comprising the 48 top-ranked posters. The Poster Walk boards will be positioned in the Exhibition Hall 
and are designed to generate scientific discussion, with the Poster Walk presenters having been invited to 
man their posters during the coffee breaks. 
 
The format is designed to be simple and is not intended to be another oral presentation or judging session 
(note that an award for “Best Poster” will be decided separately by the ISHA Research Committee). The 
intention of allocating Poster Walk Moderators is to turn selected posters into short, focused and interactive 
scientific conversations at the poster itself. It complements the formal lecture programme by giving authors 
direct access to faculty and delegates, while allowing moderators to highlight clinically relevant findings, 
methodological strengths and questions for future research. 
 
Format 
 
You will see in your invitation email that you have been allocated a break time to complete your walk 
(Thursday morning or afternoon, Friday morning or afternoon, or Saturday morning). There will be two 
moderators circulating simultaneously during each break (routes A and B). 
 
Each coffee break is 45 minutes, but the active Poster Walk should last approximately 30 minutes: 
3 posters × maximum 10 minutes each. 
 
For each poster the suggested 10-minute flow is: 
 
0:00–0:45 – Moderator introduces the poster, author and central question 
0:45–2:45 – Author gives a maximum two-minute overview 
2:45–9:15 – Moderator-led discussion with author and audience 
9:15–10:00 – One clear take-home message and move to the next poster 
 
The remaining approximately 15 minutes in the coffee break allow for assembly, movement between posters 
and informal discussion. Please arrive at the Exhibition Hall in a timely manner when the break begins; you 
can begin your Poster Walk when you are ready, but it is recommended to allow 5-10 minutes for delegates 
and poster presenters to arrive in the hall. 
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The author should not give a conventional oral presentation or simply read the poster. The two-minute 
introduction should cover only: question → methods → headline finding → meaning → take-home 
message. Most of the ten minutes should be used for discussion. 
 
Your Role 
 
Each moderator will receive four or five abstracts in advance. Moderators should then: 

• Review all of their allocated abstracts 

• Select up to three primary posters to visit in the Poster Walk  

• Identify at least one reserve poster 

• Send the three selected poster numbers (including reserve) to the ISHA Conference Office by the 
deadline given when the abstracts are sent 

• Prepare two or three questions for each selected poster 

• Conduct the moderated poster walk during the assigned break time 
 

The selection of posters should reflect scientific interest and discussion value; this is not a formal prize 
ranking. Moderators should prioritise questions that encourage interpretation and clinical application rather 
than repetition of the abstract. 
 
Tips and General Guidelines 
 

• Begin promptly. Briefly introduce the purpose of the walk and explain that each poster has a strict 10-
minute discussion slot. 

• Keep the group physically close to the poster without obstructing adjacent displays or the general 
circulation area. 

• Invite the author to provide a two-minute overview, then lead questions and encourage concise 
audience participation. 

• Protect the timing: announce a two-minute warning if needed and move to the next poster at 10 
minutes. 

• Maintain a constructive, inclusive tone. Encourage early-career authors and ensure that no single 
audience member dominates the discussion. 

• Close each poster with one clear take-home message rather than a detailed recap. 
 

If the author is absent: The Moderator should still stop at the selected poster, provide a brief neutral 
summary and lead a short discussion with the group. If a confirmed reserve author is present and the route 
remains practical, the reserve poster may be substituted. The walk must remain on time. 

 
Suggested Questions 
 

• What is the single most important finding of this work? 

• Why does this question matter for hip preservation practice or research? 

• What is the main methodological strength, and what is the most important limitation? 

• How should these findings influence patient selection, treatment or rehabilitation? 
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• Is the observed difference clinically meaningful as well as statistically significant? 

• Which patients or settings may not be represented by these results? 

• What would be the next study needed before changing practice? 
 
Good Moderation Principles 

• Focus on the research question, the validity of the methods and the meaning of the results. 

• Ask one clear question at a time and allow the author to complete the answer. 

• Distinguish evidence presented in the poster from personal opinion or extrapolation. 

• Challenge ideas respectfully; do not personalise criticism or create an oral-examination atmosphere. 

• Invite relevant multidisciplinary perspectives, including surgery, radiology, sports medicine, 
physiotherapy and rehabilitation. 

• Avoid commercial promotion and redirect discussion to scientific evidence if brand-specific claims 
dominate. 

 
Managing Common Situations 
 

Situation Recommended response 

Author gives a long 

presentation 
Thank the author, summarise the point and move directly to questions. 

No audience questions 
Use the prepared prompts and ask about clinical relevance, limitations or 

next steps. 

Discussion becomes 

confrontational 

Reframe the disagreement around evidence, acknowledge uncertainty 

and restore a respectful tone. 

Poster location is 

difficult to access 

Keep the group compact, avoid blocking circulation and ask support staff 

for help if required. 

Route is running late 
Shorten transitions and final summaries; do not exceed the end of the 

allocated coffee break. 

 
Conflict of Interest 
 
Moderators are requested to declare any relevant conflicts of interest and to avoid leading the discussion of 
work where impartiality could reasonably be questioned. Should you have a conflict of interest relating to one 
of the abstracts, please ensure that you do not select it for moderation. If multiple conflicts of interest prevent 
you from being able to select three posters and a reserve poster, please contact the ISHA Conference Office. 
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On Arrival at ISHA 2026 
 
Upon arrival at the Bruges Meeting and Convention Centre (BMCC), please check in at the Registration Desks 
located on Level 0. Registration will open from 3pm on Wednesday 7th October. Here you will be able to pick 
up your name badge, and you will be directed to the Speaker Preview Room.  
 
If you are attending any of the pre-conference programmes, a registration desk will be open from 12 noon for 
you to collect pre-conference attendee badges.  
 
Registration 
 
If you have not yet completed your registration for the conference, we ask that you do so as soon as possible.  

 
ON SITE CONTACTS 
 
On site, contact either the Technical Managers Rob and Josh, who will be based in the Speaker Preview 
Room, or Nicola, Christine, Steve or David, the on-site team from ISHA, who will be based at the Information 
Desk in the Level 0 Foyer, Exhibition Hall and PCO/AV Office room (Level 1) of the BMCC. Caroline, the ISHA 
Secretariat, can be contacted either on the ISHA Booth in the Exhibition Hall, or via the Information Desk. 
 
Any questions before the meeting email: info@ishaconference.com or Tel: +44 203 519 9427.  
 
Thank you so much for your involvement at ISHA 2026. We believe that the physical Poster Walk will 
really add to the scientific value of the meeting.  
   
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Dr Filiep Bataillie 
ISHA 2026 Host Chairman 

 
Dr Oliver Marin-Pena 
ISHA 2026 Programme Chairman 
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