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GOD DOESN'T MAKE MISTAKES

Bob Ross, the iconic painter with big hair and a charming smile, had a saying, "We don't make mistakes, only
happy accidents." In our Paint and Sip class last month, we considered this concept as we faced the challenge
of applying dark, palm tree silhouettes over our beautiful sunset landscapes. Quickly, we discovered that
ONLY Bob must be content with his "happy accidents."

Because we're absolutely sure we make mistakes, this begs the question, “Can we truly believe that God
DOESN'T make mistakes?” When looking back at life retrospectively, it amazes me how naive I have been to
the vastness of God's will in a season of struggle. I seem to always think that this is something happening to
me that I'll need to lean on God to lead me out of.... but what if God put me there?

What if our struggles are actually redirection? Is God saving us from something, leading us another way? Or
what if a life obstacle is an opportunity to grow? If we're honest, how often do we decide we're going to face

our fears and do the hard thing instead of giving up?

Sometimes a painting looks chaotic before it comes together. Brushstrokes
may seem random up close, and you can't even really see the big picture. I'm
sharing images I took of a painting currently on exhibit at the Frist Museum
in Nashville. A mentor to revolutionary impressionists such as Monet and
Gauguin, the master painter, Camille Pissarro created many scenes of the
French harbor in Dieppe. Awe-inspiring, Pissarro uses smudges of paint that

look like nothing up close, but when the observer changes perspective, a bus-

tling harbor comes into view.

In the same way, life's difficult

seasons can feel confusing until

- we step back and trust the Great

| Artist. Bob Ross turned mistakes into something beautiful on

'lh;ﬁ— | canvas. Even when things don't make sense, we can challenge

| ourselves to turn it into something meaningful. Romans 8:28 says,

"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
20 who love him." Not all pain is a happy accident, and faith doesn't

~ mean pretending like things are fine. It simply means trusting that

. God is still at work within the mess.

God rarely reveals the whole picture at once! Can we trust him with only the next brushstroke?
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SUMMER EVENTS CLOSE UP

Here is an overview of the many events planned for
this summer:

Synodic Camp is May 31-June 5. Synodic wel-
comes students who have completed grades 9—12
and takes place at Crystal Springs in Kelso, TN.
The theme for this year is Kazros (one of the Greek
words for time).

Vacation Bible School is June 8-11. Many of
our youth and children participate in or volunteer
for this event! The theme for this year is Shake I#
Up Cafe: Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe!

Junior Camp is June 1419 at Crystal Springs
and welcomes children who have completed
grades 2-5. The theme is Finding Neno!

Youth ROCKS Mission Trip is June 20-26,
and we are headed to Missouri! We will be serving
nonprofits in Lebanon, MO, and surrounding
areas.

C.P.Y.C. (the Cumberland Presbyterian Youth
Conference) is July 5-10 at Bethel University in
McKenzie, TN, and welcomes students who have

completed grades 8—12. The theme for this year is
Call Me!

Middle School Camp is July 12-17 at Crystal
Springs. Students who have completed grades 6-8
are invited to attend. The theme for this year is I
the Wilderness.

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP
May 31-June 5: Synodic High School Camp
Jun. 8-11: Vacation Bible School
Jun. 14-19: Jr Camp
Jun. 20-26: Youth ROCKS Mission Trip
July 5-10: CPYC
July 12-17: Middle School Camp
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E Register for all Youth ROCKS
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"! Summer Events Here: Brenthaven.org/
Youth.

JOIN Us GROUPS

Morte Join Us groups are coming up... Sacred
Steps on Saturday, May 9 at 10:00 am at the
Deerwood Arboretum (contact Renee Mc Culley)
and Paint-n-Sip on Thursday, May 14 at 5:45 pm
in the Art Room (contact Rena or Suzanne). We
hope you will join us!

KOK GAME NIGHT

All children are invited to join Rena for a
GAME NIGHT on Wednesday, May 13 at
5:45 pm until 7:30 pm. Let's break out some
board games, play some cards, and strengthen
our fellowship. Walking tacos for dinner!

BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

The View from Lake Como by Adriana Trigiani is
May’s pick for the BookEnd Book Club, meeting
Thursday, May 21 at 9:30 am in the Adult Library.

VBS WORKSHOP SPOTLIGHT

Food-ology Factory is this yeat’s science x
workshop at Vacation Bible School.
Headed up by Brooke and Ben Gross,
our visiting chefs will have tons of fun
with food science! How do you make invisible ink
with food? Are you a “super-taster’”? And what
makes bread rise? Find out the answers to all of this
and more at Shake-It-Up VBS!

Please note that our preschool class is
currently FULL, but we have openings
for all ages kindergarten through 6t grade!

Shake It Up Cafe:
Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe
June 8=June 11

‘%Hﬂ @lﬁ%
Where Kids C
Y 0"' God's Recip®

Brenthaven.org/VBS.




PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions

David Dowland
Johnny Rush
Scott Strickland

Members

Jeri Behan, Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter, Kimberly
Crowe, Ben Davis, Bob Dozier, Marilyn Ewen, Carol
Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul Gonzales,
Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy Hennesy,
Nancy Humphrey, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter
McBee, Marty Mortis, Bill Moser, Rose O’Hara, Jack
Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi Rush, Phil
Slagle, Porter Stark, Cheryl & Don Tabor, Jane & James
Talley

Family and Friends

Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe
Mallgy), Mary Ruth Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl
Campbell), Quinn Campbell (grear-nephew of Linda Pulley), Lauren
(friend of Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (wiece of Martha
Stewart), John Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Chrissy
Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in
-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins), Mary Dale Edwards (mother of Jobn
Edwards), Kristen Ertel (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry
(uncle of Aaron Ferry), Charlotte Galambos, Bill Garrett (soz of
Beverly Garrett), Harriet Gilliam (fiiend of the Rushes), Miklos
Gerendas, Amy Glenn (daugbter of Becky & Ronny Jones), Gregg
Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (fiiend of the Crafting group),
Hudson Jones (friend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), River Leonard
(danghter of co-worker of Sharon Malley), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of
Walter McBee, St.), Bettie Mason (fiiend of Barbara Dial), Butch
Mayes (friend of Walter McBee), Siggy Mennen (great-granddanghter of
Barbara Dial), Colton Osbotne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan
Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben
Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone
(nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland),
Haden Scott (brother of Frank Scort), Marjorie Shepherd (mother
of Sharon Mallgy), Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill
Shouse (uncle of Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon),
Brittany Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan),
Nina Sullivan, Jim Summitt (uacle of Blair Summizt), Gary
Tessar (fiiend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl
Tabor), Lynn Underwood (daughter of Dawn McBee), Sam
Warren (son of Cindi & John Edwards), Jack Whitmore (father of
Brooke Gross)

BRENTHAVEN MINISTRY TEAMS

Our next All Ministry Team Meeting is Sunday,
May 17, after worship.

MEMORIALS

In memory of Millie Benefield
Joyce Burch, Jan & Larry Davidson, Barbara Dial,
Becky & Ronny Jones, Jan Marshall

A B1G THANK YouU!

I would like to thank everyone at Brenthaven
for the outpouring of love and care I have received
after the death of my brother and most recently,
my mother. You have been so gracious and thought-
ful with your cards, gifts, and even your hugs, and it
has meant the world to me. It may seem small but it
has really made a big difference because I know I'm
not walking through this difficulty alone. So thank
you so much for your kindness and for the prayers
you are praying for strength and grace that I know
God is answering. (Update: my oldest brother’s
infusions are working and he has greatly improved.
Praise God!)

Much love, Karen Benefield

THANK YOU, BRENTHAVEN!

) A huge thank you to everyone who
YOUTH supported our Youth Mission Trip
Spaghetti Lunch! Because of your
senmiavey | generosity, we raised over $2,500 to
= %e"mm"x help support our students as they serve

alongside local ministries in Missouri this summer.
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Ben Gross was recently promoted
to Professor as he continues to serve
as Department Chair of the College of &
Pharmacy at Lipscomb University. He
also received a Faculty of the Year —
Award that was voted by the current pharmacy stu-
dents. He gave the keynote speech to the incoming
inductees for Phi Lambda Sigma Society, which is a
select pharmacy leadership society. Congratulations,
Ben!
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BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MAY 10

May 7  11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) Sixth Sunday of Easter (white)
May 9 10:00 AM Sacred Steps (Deerwood Arboretum) Acts 17:22-31;
May 10  9:30 AM Sunday School Psalm 66:8-20;
10:45 AM Worship (Mother’s Day) 1 Peter 3:13-22;
John 14:15-21
May 12 10:30 AM Bridge Group (Youth Room)
6:30 PM Session (Adult Library)
May 13 5:45 PM KOK Game Night (Fellowship Hall) STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MAY 3
6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)
May 14 11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library) OPERATING BUDGET
5:45 PM Paint-n-Sip (Ar? Room) Dedicated Giving $200.00
May 17 9:30 AM Sunday School Donations towards Budgeted Expense 5,722.43
10:45 AM Worship Weekly Need 10,835.00
12:00 pm All Ministry Meeting (Fellonship Hall) - Received Yeat-to-Date 164,614.23
5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youzp Raom) Actual Spend Year-to-Date 212,885.85
Difference -48,271.62
STAFF & LEADERSHIP
Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor Session — The Elders
Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
’ ’ Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins

Linda Pulley, Director of Music
Amity Marsh, Organist
Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)

Russ Deaton
Joe Malloy

Mike Murphy
Ame Satterwhite

Frank Scott
Scott Strickland




