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The Pastor’s Pen
Where Are You Traveling?

“You can enter God'’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the
many who choose that way. But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.”
Matthew 7:13-14

Summer Greetings,

The warmth of summer brings vacations and travel! Where are you traveling to? Miss Kendra and | will be traveling
in our camper the whole month of July, beginning with meeting the girls and their families in Broadway, Virginia.
Once the girls head back to their homes, we are heading to Williamsburg and then on to Cape May, New Jersey.
As we were mapping out our route, | noticed that the easiest way to get from Virginia to New Jersey would be via
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel. True confession time — tunnels and bridges freak me out a little. Knowing
that | will be pulling a 22-foot camper behind my truck over the 17.6-mile bridge/tunnel (that goes under water at
two points) has me very anxious. | am a closet claustrophobic! | don’t mind confessing the narrowing of the roads
(or what seems as a narrowing) always makes me a bit nervous. And when traveling over bridges, seeing nothing
but water on each side of me — that makes me a lot nervous.

The Christian life is a lot like the narrowing of the tunnel/bridge. Jesus called it the “narrow way” that leads to life.
As you and | stay on the bridge, walking in the light with the Lord, or staying focused on the road through the
tunnel, driving toward the light with the Lord, all is well and life is filled with peace, love and joy! But there are
dangers on either side of this narrow bridge. If you veer to the right or to the left, you are in serious trouble.

If | were to stay with the analogy of the bridge, one side of this bridge represents legalism. Legalism is gritting your
teeth and trying with all your might to live the Christian life and please God in the power of the flesh. It is an
exercise in pointlessness that leaves you broken and bleeding with guilt and frustration as you fail over and over
again.

How do you know if you have veered off the narrow way into legalism? Check your “joy” meter. For those stuck in
legalism, the Christian life becomes drudgery, a list of rules that you must keep or else. Those who operate in
legalism will experience continual defeat and nagging guilt. Furthermore, legalists often become like self-righteous
Pharisees — arrogant, prideful, and antagonistic to the narrow way of the Lord.

On the other side of the bridge is a very different danger. It is water filled with murky, stagnant water. If you fall in
there, it can be equally hazardous. The danger on this side represents wickedness and apathy, a complete
departure from legalism. A wicked and apathetic person sees God's grace as a license to sin or, worse yet, do
nothing about their sin.
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The Promise of Heaven

What comes to mind when you think about heaven? Many
people -- even Christians -- picture it as a place where little
happens and eternity stretches on endlessly. Yet the Bible
paints a very different picture -- one filled with wonder, joy,
purpose, and the presence of God.

Please join us on Wed., July 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall as we watch a DVD presentation by Dr.
David Jeremiah and explore the exciting promises God has
given us about heaven. Together, we'll discover why
heaven is a source of hope, encouragement, and
anticipation for every believer.

Hope to see you there,

Pastor Sue

Bloom Group

We’'ll try something different for lunch in July. Let’s go to
the Railroad House (152 Woodrow Ave., Sinking Spring).
We'll meet there on Sat., July 18" at 11:30 a.m. Please
sign up at the Welcome Center, so we’ll have a feel for
reservations.

Ladies’ Luncheon

The Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Tues., July 7", at 11:30
a.m. at the Red Plate Diner, Wernersville. Sign up at the
Welcome Center. You are welcome even if you didn’t sign
up. We can always pull up another chair. Questions or
comments, call Alice Heimbach at 610-698-5458.

Young @ Heart

Join the Young @ Heart group for ice cream and more at
Plum Creek Creamery (5035 Bernville Rd., Bernville) on
Wed., July 8" at 11:00 a.m. Please sign up at the Welcome
Center.

In August, we’ll be going to see JOSHUA at Sight and
Sound on Aug., 12" at 11:00 a.m. Be strong and
courageous! From the banks of the Jordan River to the
towering walls of Jericho, JOSHUA is a miraculous
adventure for the whole family. Journey alongside the
people of Israel as they navigate their new-found freedom
in an unforgiving wilderness. Tickets are $93.00 each, and
if you are interested, please Sue Rhoads (A.K.A. Logan’s
mom).

Thank You:

Sisters in Christ

For our June gathering, 18 sisters were in
attendance. We enjoyed a light breakfast;
devotion led by Jessica Morris and had our
Secret Sister reveal. After that, Vicki Knepper
and Susan Rhoads led us in doing a creative
decorative craft using a swim noodle to make a
cross and decorate it with different red, white
and blue flowers, ribbons and other accessories.
Thank you to Jessica, Vicki and Susan for your
contribution to the meeting.

Ladies, do you enjoy playing games like Uno,
Phase 10, Five Crowns, Yahtzee, and Farkle but
have trouble finding someone to play the game
with you? If so, you will want to attend the July
11th meeting at 9:00 a.m. After a light breakfast,
devotion and instructions on what to do to be
included in the next year of Secret Sister (names
to be picked at the August meeting), we will
break off into groups to play games.

All sisters are always welcome. Sign up at the
welcome center. If you have any questions, feel
free to contact: Valarie Noecker: (484) 638-
2382; valarienoecker@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Handmade shawls and blankets are needed. This
ministry reaches far and wide and touches
(literally) folks who need it; however, we need the
items to distribute so this wonderful sharing
continues. You can choose colors and patterns.
Please contact Lisa DelLong with any questions
you may have.

Calling All Youth: Grades 7-12

Youth Group will meet for game night on Fri., July
24th at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We'll
play “minute to win it” games and more! Feel free
to bring your favorite game to share. Dinner and
snacks will be provided. As always, friends are
welcome. If you have any questions, please call
or text Shaena Zacharias at 610-761-7608.

Thank you to all who donated gift cards and or food items the last week in June when we hosted Family
promise, an organization which helps temporarily homeless families get back on their feet again. We “hosted”
four families providing two meals that week for each as well as gift cards for household items. Thank you to the
Wallters for gathering people to prepare the meals for each family!
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The devil doesn't care which side you fall into; he just wants you to veer off the bridge. The devil knows that if
you stay on the bridge with the Lord, you will experience the wonderful blessings of heaven. Since the devil is a
thief who comes only to steal and kill and destroy, he will try with all his might to get you to turn to the right or the
left. For some, he will tempt with rules and regulations, appealing to a person's pride — look at how godly | am!
For others, he will tempt with the passing pleasures of sin that appeal to the flesh — it’s my dirty little secret!

But the good news is this:
"Greater is He who is in you, than he who is in the world" (1 John 4:4).

| don't know where you are today, but God does. He knows, and He cares. If you have derailed and have fallen
into legalism or wickedness and apathy, you can get back on track with Jesus... and you can do it today. Cry out
to Him. Confess your sin to Him. Repent and get right!

Might | encourage you to do as | do when traveling over a bridge? | stay on the inside lane. While | can see the
water on either side, | feel safe driving the middle. It is in the middle of the narrow way where | can stay focused
on what is in front of me and not be distracted by the things on the left or the right. The good news is regardless
of where you are traveling, His hand is stretched out to you today. He says, “Take My hand and | will lead you on
the narrow way.”

Enjoy your summer and your vacation plans, but remember to stay on the narrow way. It's where you will
undoubtedly meet Jesus!

Blessings and love,
Pastor Jim

Kingdom Men: “The Titus Ten”
2nd & 4" Saturday | 8:30 — 10:00 a.m. | Coffee House

The study of “The Titus Ten” continues in July. For many years, Josh Smith has used the teaching from the book
of Titus to lead men’s groups to a clearer understanding of biblical manhood. With topics such as Dominion,
Gospel, Identity, Assignment, Authority, Character, Doctrine, Mission, Zeal, and Investments, | encourage you to
come and learn, be filled and be encouraged. Scripture instructs us “And let us consider how we may ‘spur one
another one’ toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:24) All men are welcome to join at any time.

Moment for Missions

Moment for Missions for July is Western Berks Shepherding Ministry, a nonprofit organization which facilitates
getting ambulatory people to medical appointments. To qualify, people must complete an application and must
be approved. Their motto is “God doesn’t need your good works but your neighbors do.” If you would like to
volunteer to drive people to appointments or need rides to appointments, please talk to Kathy Falter, Sue Yoch
or Pastor Bertoti, who is on the board.

Wilson Area Food Pantry

Thank you to all who donated nonperishables for the Wilson Area Food Pantry. Nonperishables are always
needed, and collection bins are at north door to the Sanctuary. Food is given out to local qualified families the
third Friday of each month at the West Lawn Community Center. If you are free that day, head over to volunteer
between 3:00 — 5:00 p.m.

Looking Ahead:

Our annual church picnic will be held on Sun., Aug, 23", starting at 10:30 a.m. at the tent at Green Valley Swim
Club (160 Green Valley Rd., Sinking Spring). There will not be any services in the church building that day.
Watch the Welcome Center and upcoming emails for more details. If you are interest in being baptized that day,
please reach out to Pastor Jim.



Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

Our next monthly breakfast will be held on Sat., July 18t at
8:15 in the Fellowship Hall. Don Walters and his kitchen crew
will be prepare a delicious breakfast ($5/pp). The devotional
leader this month will be Dave Parmer.

For our June breakfast, we had 15 men attend. Dave Goss was
our devotional leader, and he shared on the topic of stress in
our lives. He read a devotion from Chuck Swindoll that spoke
about stress from Luke 10 where Martha and Mary were
hosting Jesus. Martha was stressed out getting the house
ready and preparing the food, while Mary was conversing with
Jesus. The things Martha stressed about were small in the
larger picture, as spending time with Jesus is the most
important. Dave related some of recent events of stress in his
life, and how in these events that caused extra stress turned
out well. In the end, placing out trust in God is the best solution
for worry, hurriedness, distractions, and stress in our lives.

For this month’s breakfast, there is a sign-up sheet on the
Welcome Center counter, or you can respond back to the email
reminders that will be sent out closer to the date. We finish
around 9:30 or shortly thereafter. Men of all ages are always
welcome to join in this time of food, fun, and fellowship, as the
bonding of brothers in the body of Christ cannot be broken!

Serving Dinner: Hope Rescue Mission

Our next monthly meal at Hope Rescue Mission (HRM) will be
Wed., July 15" at 5:45 p.m. Thanks to the four folks who served
in May. The mission is located at 645 N. 6th St., Reading.
There is a sign-up sheet at the counter for up to eight folks to
serve the meal, pour the drinks, hand out trays, and interact
with the men while they eat.

We may serve between 100 and 150 men and should finish
between 7:00 and 7:15. Thank you to being a beacon to serving
the least of these, as Jesus taught us to be as his followers in
Matthew 25!

Upcoming Musical Highlights

Children's Ministry

VBS was wonder-FULL! We experienced the Rain
Forest and explored the Nature of God. We had a ton
of fun learning, singing, playing, and the tree top treats
were really good! We also learned how each one of
our fingerprints is different; and another night we
talked about God’s unconditional, selfless and
powerful love for us. (See the insert for photos.)

Thank you to everyone who donated something to
make this another awesome VBS week! Whether it
was items from the bulletin board, monetary
donations, prayers, and/or your time, | really
appreciate how our church family comes together to
see the smiles on the kids’ faces!

Don’t forget that we have Summer Sunday School
each week at 9:00 a.m.

The kids are having fun in Jr. Church too!

Parents, may | please ask that we keep our Jr. Church
program for children ages 4 through (and including)
grade 6. As much as | appreciate the older children
helping the younger ones, | think it is important that
they stay in big church and listen to Pastor's message.

| am giving the kids in grade 7 to 9 a challenge: If you
complete four (4) weeks of the sermon outlines, and
bring all four of them to me, | will give you a prize
(Absolutely no cheating allowed! YOU must listen and
complete the outline all on your own!)

Blessings,
Kendra Bertoti
724-766-1816

With the Senior Choir on summer hiatus, there is still plenty of great music scheduled for July:

e July 5: Donna Danielski will be singing “God Bless America” and “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” There will also

be a patriotic hymn sing that day.

e July 19t: Val Delp and Sophia Oberlin will sing a duet entitled, “| Speak Jesus.”

These are sure to add a great deal to your worship experience!

Pet Loss Support Group

The Pet Loss Support group will meet again on Monday, July 6t starting at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Sessions are
led by Dr. Becky Frank, DVM, associate veterinarian with Lap of Love Veterinary Hospice. Dr. Becky is also certified in
Thanatology (death, loss, grief, and bereavement). The program entails six different sessions and participants may join at

any time. For more information, visit: www.stjohnsss.org/pet-loss

M&M Essentials Bags

We thank you for all your donations! We have been able to expand the M&M Essentials Bags Ministry into UPMC Magee
Women'’s Hospital in Pittsburgh; Penn State Health, Lancaster Medical Center as well as Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. Over 200 bags have been delivered. Please continue to donate to this ministry, because | just know it will

keep growing. Thank you! ~ Kendra
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Church Phone: 610.678.1446
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office@stjohnsss.org

Office Hours: M/W/Th

9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Senior Pastor: Rev. Jim Bertoti
Assoc. Pastor: Susan Weisman

Director of Children’s Ministry: Kendra Bertoti

Director of Youth Ministry: Breanna Corjuc

Admin. Asst.: Nikki Koch

Director of Music Ministry: Phyllis Sands

Bell Choir Director & Contemporary Worship Leader:
Pam Van Luvanee

Angel Choir & Youth Bell Choir Director: Diane Krueger

Consistory Members:
Elders

Kay Hamilton, President

Francine High, Secretary

Rob Olson, Vice President

Jerome Seidel

Kathy Stayton

Stephanie Troutman, Spiritual Council Chair

Deacons

Rob Lozenski, Treasurer
Jarrod Meister

Derek Oberlin

Caleb Richter

Keith Rothenberger
Shaena Zacharias

Mission:

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, the
mission of St. John'’s is to raise up,

nurture, and encourage disciples to

glorify God through the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ, His son.

Vision:

Helping people and neighborhoods

encounter Jesus!
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JOIN US SUNDAYS!
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship & Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

Livestreaming:

Both Sunday worship services are livestreamed on
the church’s YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/user/sjrcss

Visit our website for more information:

www.stjohnsss.org
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