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WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

 

PRELUDE                   “Come, Emmanuel”                   arr Schram 

 

         

COMING OF THE LIGHT 

Please use this time for silent meditation before worship. 

During the service, the people will make the responses 

in the bold print. 
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GATHERING  

Blessed be God, who looks favorably on all people and 

redeems them. 

Our Redeemer has raised up a Savior for us, as 

prophesied from of old. 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord, heralding salvation 

through a forgiving God. 

God’s mercy offers us a holy covenant; that we may 

serve without fear.       

By the tender mercy of God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us.         

Heaven’s light is offered to those who sit in darkness, 

guiding our feet into the way of peace.  Therefore, let us 

worship God! 

  

ADVENT CANDLE                                                       Shermans         
ALL: Lord, make us instruments of your peace.  Where there 

is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 

there is sadness, joy; and where there is darkness, light.  Grant 

that we may seek not so much to be consoled as to console, to 

be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love.  For it is 

in giving that we receive, in pardoning that we are pardoned 

and in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen.   

 

HYMN 115    “The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore” 

All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayers that follow. 

 

RITE OF RECONCILIATION 

In this troubled world, we all want peace, but the path of peace is 

difficult and we often go astray, in our lives, and in the world.  Let 

us confess our sins to God.  Please join me in the prayer of 

confession:       

 

Holy One, we give thanks that the Prince of Peace calls us to 

the ways of peace; yet look at us, O God; a world full of strife 

and discord.  Even inside of us, we feel worry and concern 

more than peace.  Forgive us, we pray, and bring peace and 

harmony to our troubled world. Amen. 
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Hear the Good News.  God’s ways are not beyond us.  God’s 

blessings are not for some distant future or place.  Heavenly peace 

is not just for others, but never ourselves.  Friends, turn to God and 

find a holy path offered to all.  Praise be to God.  Amen.           

Please be seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

   Let us pray.  Holy One, may the call of scripture to “prepare the 

way” give us courage to live out heaven’s ways in word and deed.    

Amen.  

       

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                   Isaiah 11:1-10                                               

  The Peaceful Kingdom                                  Pew Bibles, Page 640  

 

A LESSON FROM PSALM 72:1-4, 18-19                                                                   

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a 

king’s son. 

May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor 

with justice. 

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 

righteousness. 

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. 

Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the 

whole earth. Amen and Amen. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                   Matthew 3:1-12 

   The Proclamation of John the Baptist              Pew Bibles, Page 2                                    

 

SERMON                           “Not Likely?”        Pastor Doug Hanson 

 

HYMN 127        “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

After the Hymn, please be seated. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY                   “Pastorale”                         Archer/Smith                   

 

PRESENTATION 

All may stand as the offering is presented  

and remain standing for the prayer that follows. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 780                                        OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

With the help of our offerings, O God, we would be a haven of 

peace; a waystation of renewal and upliftment.  Bless our gifts, 

we pray, that in this Advent season, we may proclaim peace on 

earth, revealed in a babe in a manger.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION 

Jesus said: I am the bread of life.  

You who come to me shall not hunger;  

you who believe in me shall never thirst. 

In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, 

we come to this table to know the risen Christ 

in the sharing of this life-giving bread.  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to God.  
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Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing  

and distant as the farthest star, we thank you for your 

constant love for all you have made.  

We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith  

in every generation who have given themselves to your 

will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have sent 

from your own being as our Savior.  

We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and  

Resurrection, and for the calling forth of your church  

for its mission in the world.  

Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer  

  ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire 

  family of your faithful people everywhere: 
 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 

    the whole universe speaks of your glory,  

O God Most High.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!  

Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith,  

we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus Christ. 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread,  

and blessed, and broke it,  

and gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Take, eat: This is my body.”  

Jesus took a cup, and after giving thanks,  

gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many 

for the forgiveness of sins.”  
 

Let us say boldly what we believe: 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

Bless this bread, and bless this fruit of the vine.  

Bless all of us in our eating and drinking at this table, 

that our eyes may be opened,  

and we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst,  

in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. 

Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR                   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  

let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven…  (Use debts . . debtors) 

 
THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Come, for all things are ready. 

 
The ushers will invite you to come forward for Communion. 

Visitors are welcome to come forward.    

It is our custom to take the bread individually, and the cup 

together at the Pastor’s signal.  After receiving, the Pastor will 

dismiss you with a blessing. Use side aisles to return to your seat. 

Place cups in one of the baskets provided.  

We use wine, water, and white grape juice in our celebration of 

Holy Communion. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks, almighty God,  

that you have refreshed us at your table  

by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,  

and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
HYMN 103        “Watcher, Tell Us of the Night” 
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BENEDICTION 

After the Blessing, please be seated. 

 

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

POSTLUDE          “Here We Come A-Caroling”      D. Wagner 

                                                                                      

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP 
 

 

THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Pastor Doug Hanson                                          

THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman 

THE LECTOR today is Dave Wise Jr. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by his 

family in loving memory of Irv Wise on what would have been his 

98th birthday. 

THE SOCIAL HOUR today is hosted by the Krasleys, Dave Wise 

Jr., and Scott Raichle 

 

 

TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS TONIGHT: To prepare for our 

Hanging of the Greens service at 7pm on December7th, volunteers 

will be needed to help set up.  Please consider staying after 

worship this morning to join in the various preparation needs.  

We will be collecting gifts for Bethany Children’s Home tonight at 

the service. If you would like to bring a gift, please see their wish 

list on page 11 of today’s bulletin. 
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PONSETTIA ORDERS: Today is the last day to place your order 

for a poinsettia. Please see Kathy Krasley if you have any 

questions. 

WORSHIP HELPERS: Please take a look at the sign up sheets 

posted in Fellowship Hall to see where you may be able to help. 

We would love to be able to fill the rest of 2025. Thank you to 

everyone who has volunteered! 

SANTA FRED: Santa Fred and helpers will be sitting at the 

church entrance each Sunday leading up to Christmas. They will 

be collecting monetary donations to help St. Mary’s Shelter. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

       

 

You can give to the church by scanning 

the QR code here: 

All online giving will be designated on 

your giving statements. Thank you! 
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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE OF 

SERVICES  
 

 
 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 7 at 7:00pm 

 
Caroling 

Friday, December 12 at 7:00pm 
 

Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 24th 

5:00pm Family Service 
9:00pm Candlelight Service of Lessons 
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Our Prayer List 
        Andrea Lafleur 

Angie Schlessman 

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother 

       Austin Myers 

       Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths 

Barbara Shivers 

       Carol Meyer 

       Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins 

       Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson 

       Charles and Virginia Garber 

       Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman 

       David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman 

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner 

Dr. Michael J. Ward 

Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s 

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley 

Friends and family of Betty Booraem 

       Friends and family of Jason Cox, cousin of Kelly Martini 

       Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa 

       Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin 

       Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson 

       Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson 

Jennifer Osborne 

Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman 

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother 

John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman 

       Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty  

       Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey 

Laura Dick 

Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman 

Linda Chernek, friend  of Deb Wetty  

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson 

Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy 

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons 

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson 

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon 

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister 

       Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister  

       Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law 

       Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law 

       Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow 

       Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman 

       Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley 

       Travis McClimon 

       Virginia Lawrence 
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Bethany Children’s Home 2025   
 

 

Activity Items: Art and Craft Kits, Adult Coloring Books, Paint By Number, Tie Dye 

Kits, Card Stock, Paint Brushes, Glue Sticks, Stress Balls, Gel Pens, Hand Held Games, 

Board Games, Scrapbook Paper, Sharpies, Wooden Bird Houses/Wooden Crafts to Paint, 

Stretched Canvas (various sizes), Canvas Boards and poster boards, 1” binders 

Cottage Needs: Small bins with handles to hold toiletries, wash cloths, bed pillows, bath 

towels, pool towels, shower curtain liners, shower curtain rings, kitchen dish 

cloths/towels, twin comforters, 4 slice toasters, DVDs (G, PG and PG-13 only)  

Hobbies/Games: Teen/Young Adult Series Books, Books for grade 1-5 reading levels, 

jigsaw puzzles, hard bound journals, popular board games.  

Gift Cards to Support Independent Learning Skills: Walmart, Target, Lowe’s, Home 

Depot, Five Below, TJ Maxx/Marshall’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Famous Footwear, 

Payless Shoes, Game Stop, Boyer’s IGA, Redner’s, Dairy Queen, McDonald’s, Ross, 

Michael’s, Hobby Lobby, Red Box and Netflix.  

Teen Girls Clothing: (Juniors and Misses sizes please)  

Sweatpants– Sizes Small-2X, Panties – size 5,6,7,8,  

Sports Bras/Bralettes- Sizes Small-2XL, Socks-all types, Pajamas- all sizes, bath robes, 

tank tops, slippers, gym shorts.  

Teen Boys Clothing: (men’s sizes please)  

Sweatpants for men-Sizes Small-2XL, Underwear-All men sizes and styles, Socks-all 

types, Pajama pants-Sizes Small – 2XL, white t-shirts – all sizes, gym shorts, slippers. 

Accessories: Hair straighteners, curling irons, curling iron wavers, hair dryers, umbrellas, 

electric digital alarm clock with no radio, collapsible hampers or wash baskets, rain 

ponchos, rain boots, wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper. 

*Please note that all items must be new. We cannot accept used items. Thank you!* 
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