
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 14, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The artwork on the cover is “Communion/Eucharist” by Cara B. Hochhalter.  
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57515

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God in loving memory of our 
parents, George and Sarah Grier; Brooks and Mary Beth Gaudry,  

given by Frank and Mary Anne Gaudry. 



Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary O God, Our Help in Ages Past Charles Callahan

Entrance & Praise

* Opening Hymn No. 626 PICARDYLet All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Greeting & Call to Worship  

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

We’ve come to worship God, 
who loved us before we were yet born, 
who knows us even better than we know ourselves, 
whose presence never leaves us, 
and whose love for us never ceases. 
This is our God. 
Let’s worship together!

Children 3rd grade & under are invited to exit for Children’s Church at this time.   
They will return to the sanctuary to receive communion with their families during the offering.

I believe in God, the creator of the universe, who spoke, “Let there be light!” 
and there was light, setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this 
day.
I believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world that shines in the darkness. 
The darkness cannot overcome it. He embodied humanity in the image of 
God. In kindness, truthfulness, humility and devotion, he suffered for the 
greater good. He was and is the Son of God. He died on the cross for us, 
God’s saving grace!
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the guiding light of God in our world. Through 
the Spirit, God reveals the darkness of human sin, helps people grow 
and become the people they are meant to be. I believe in the power of 
transformation, through God’s spirit and light, here in this world and in the 
world to come. Amen.
Written by Andreas Wagner for ModernLiturgist.org

* Affirmation of Faith   



Rev. StoneScripture Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-20 (Pew Bible pg 215)
1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2 At that time Eli, 
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD 
called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So 
he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 
my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word 
of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, 
a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 Then the LORD said to 
Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 
anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that 
I am about to punish his house forever for the iniquity that he knew, because 
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated 
by sacrifice or offering forever.”

Proclamation & Response

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is. 
Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 
- Psalm 34:8

Anthem O Taste and See 
Camilla Packroff, soloist

Ralph Vaughan Williams

Give God the glory, God and none other;  
Give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;  

Give God the glory, God with us, my brother: Glory to God on high!

* Gloria CHRISTE SANCTORUMChrist Is the World’s Light



Thanksgiving & Communion

Sermon   

Invitation to the Table Rev. Stone

Confession and Pardon  
All:   Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we 
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved 
our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we 
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
All pray in silence.

One: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All:   In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.

The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Offertory   
Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give or in the offering plate.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 Eli said, “What was it that he told 
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 
anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 
to him.”
19 As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the LORD.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* Closing Hymn No. 593 HERE I AM, LORDHere I Am, Lord

Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Sending Forth

Closing Voluntary Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Gilbert M. Martin

Breaking the Bread

Children are welcome to receive communion at the discretion of parents.  
Let an usher know if you wish to be served in the pew. 

Gluten free bread is available on the pedestal at the base of the steps.
An offering plate along the sanctuary wall is available for a communion offering, 

which is designated for the pastor’s discretionary fund.

Sung Communion A (pages 17-18)
Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Celebrant says words appropriate to the season, then the congregation sings: 
Amen. Amen. Amen.



Office Closed | January 15
The church office will be closed on Monday, January 15 in observance of Martin 
Luther King Day. Regular office hours will resume on Tuesday.

MLK Day of Service | January 15 | 10 am - 1 pm
We are partnering with Centenary Community and other downtown churches for 
a day of giving and receiving community support. From 10 am - 1 pm, we’ll be at 
Centenary offering grocery items, clothing, simple bike repair, hot meals, and 
more! This is a great opportunity to spend a day in service and in community! 

Register to volunteer at https://forms.gle/YWhfxTRLk3ATiszr5

Bishop Graves Preaching at Mulberry | January 21
On Sunday, January 21, special guest Bishop David Graves will preach during our 
11 am worship. Come hear from Bishop Graves, who is our episcopal leader for the 
South Georgia Conference of the UMC, and give him a warm Mulberry welcome 
once again!

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Season of Epiphany

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

The season of Epiphany is the period 
of time following Christmas through Ash 
Wednesday and the start of Lent. Epiphany 
represents the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ as a Savior for all. The color of the 
paraments is green to represent hope, 
peace & growth.
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