
 

 Greetings! 

 

The confirmation process at St. John’s is intended to prepare youth for the rite of Affirmation of 
Baptism (Confirmation). Because infant baptism is a part of our Lutheran tradition, Confirmation 
gives individuals the opportunity to formally, knowingly and publicly affirm the faith into which they 
were baptized. Preparation for this faith milestone includes intentional study, service, and fellowship. 
The knowledge and experience gained through the confirmation process is the foundation for the 
learning and growth that will be part of the on-going journey of Christian discipleship and life in a 
community of faith. Confirmation is also meant to introduce our youth to the expectations of what it 
means to be an adult member of the church. Additionally, developing relationships between our 
youth and caring, trusted adults, as well as among peers, is a priority as we practice being a 
community of faith.​
 

At your child’s baptism, you promised “to live with them among God’s faithful people” and “nurture 
them in faith and prayer” (and some other stuff too!). Supporting them through confirmation is one 
way you can fulfill that commitment. Your children rely on you to display for them what it means to 
be a disciple of Christ. Attend worship with your child, talk with them about what they heard at class, 
serve the congregation alongside them as they fulfill their worship and service requirements, and do 
these things with JOY. It is said that “faith is caught, not taught.” Through this confirmation 
experience, we want to give our youth a basic understanding of the Bible and some knowledge 
about our faith. But, if they are surrounded by adults who also value faith and demonstrate 
commitment to practicing it, they are much more likely to grow up being a committed church 
member.​
 

Each year we reassess what tasks and activities we think will effectively help our students grow in 
faith and understanding, learn the teachings and practices of the church, and contribute to the life of 
our congregation. This packet should provide you with the dates, tools, and information you and your 
child will need as they work towards the Confirmation Banquet on Wednesday, October 22nd and 
their rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) on Sunday, October 26th. ​
 

We look forward to walking alongside you and your child throughout this journey. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.  

 

Pastor Alex Becker​ ​ Pastor Todd Nelsen​ ​ Emily Combs​
Lead Pastor​ ​ ​ Pastor​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries​
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org​ tnelsen@stjohn-annandale.org​ ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org 
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​
Baptism is… 

●​ An action of God on our behalf that joins us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
●​ A gift of grace that offers to us forgiveness, new life, and eternal salvation.  
●​ The guarantee of our identity as children of God 
●​ The beginning of our full membership within the Body of Christ, the Church 
●​ The beginning of a lifelong journey of discipleship 

 

 

 

Confirmation is a pastoral and educational ministry of the church which helps 
the baptized child through Word and Sacrament to identify more deeply with the 
Christian community and participate more fully in its mission.  

 

 

 

Affirmation of Baptism is… 

●​ Saying “yes” to God’s gift in Baptism 
●​ Publicly claiming as your own the faith that has been given to you 
●​ Publicly stating your intentions to continue, with God’s help, in the covenant that 

God made with you in Baptism. 
●​ Assuming greater responsibility within the Christian community 
●​ Something that can be done at several points in one’s life.  
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2026  Confirmation  Timeline​
 

 
Wednesday, January 14 

 

 
Initial meeting for 9th graders and parents at 7:00pm 

 
Wednesday, February 4 

Youth will have selected their mentors and returned 
filled out the Google Form with mentor details. 

Wednesday, February 25 
Wednesday, March 11 
Wednesday, March 18 

Suggested dates for Mentor/Mentee Worship + 
Reflection Experiences. If these dates do not work for 

you, please feel free to worship other dates. 

May - August 
1.​ _____________________________ 
2.​ _____________________________ 
3.​ _____________________________ 

Youth will meet three additional times 
with their mentors. At least one of these 

meetings should be an act of service 
either in the community or at church. 

 
 

Sunday, August 30 
 

Final Requirements Due! 
​ Written Faith Statement 
​ $30 payments for banquet, stoles, and supplies 
made payable to St. John’s 

​ 15 Sermon Notes/Journal 
​ Service Project + Mentor Completion Form 

Wednesday, September 23 
7:30-8:30pm 

Wednesday Class with Pastors 
(all youth attend) 

Wednesday, September 30 
7:30-8:30pm 

Wednesday Class with Pastors 
(all youth attend) 

Wednesday, October 7 
7:30-8:30pm 

Wednesday Class with Pastors 
(all youth attend) 

Wednesday, October 14 
7:30-8:30pm 

Wednesday Class with Pastors 
(all youth attend) 

 
Wednesday, October 21 

Confirmation Banquet + Pictures. 
Please be at the church no later than 5:45pm. 

For more details, see page 7.  

Sunday, October 25 
9:45am: Confirmands + Parents Arrive 

10:00am: Worship Begins 
 

Service of Confirmation at St. John’s. 
Invite family, friends, and your faith mentors to this 

special worship service and final step in your 
confirmation journey. 
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THE MENTOR PROGRAM 

In the Bible, we hear God calling us into relationships with others so we might learn and grow as people of 
Faith. Moses trained and equipped Joshua to lead God’s people to Israel, who would soon enter the 
promised land.  Eli guided the boy Samuel to a deeper understanding of God’s call and claim on his life.  
Jesus sent the disciples out two by two to share the good news of God’s Kingdom.  The Apostle Paul 
developed a mentoring relationship with Timothy as they became partners in ministry.  Here at St. John’s, 
we value the importance of mentoring young adults in their 9th-grade year of D-way as they begin 
preparing for their Rite of Confirmation.  Mentoring relationships build trusted friendships that give youth 
another person in their lives to listen, laugh, learn, and most importantly help them grow in their faith.  
 
What Is A Mentor? 
Faith mentors live and model adult faith for students who are becoming increasingly independent in 
thinking and practice. Mentors both listen and share, using their own reflections on experiences in life and 
faith to guide and encourage students. Ultimately, they serve as a caring and trusted adult in the life of the 
student, which will very likely benefit both the student and the adult. 
 
What does this mentoring relationship look like? 
Mentors and mentees will develop a trusted relationship by engaging in guided faith discussions, worship 
experiences with reflection, and service opportunities. Mentors and mentees will meet for three guided 
worship-based discussions. In addition, mentors and mentees are asked to participate in one act of service 
together and meet two additional times prior by the end of August to discuss provided questions that 
might help students in constructing their Confirmation Faith Statement. St. John’s will provide discussion 
guides for all mentor/mentee meetings. 
 
Who Can Be A Mentor? 

​ An active, adult member of St. John’s that is not your own parent 
​ Someone willing to talk about faith and life 
​ Someone who is willing  to invest in a caring relationship with a confirmation student  

 
How are mentors selected? 

​ 9th graders are encouraged to identify a mentor who meets the criteria listed above, who they would 
be comfortable meeting with. 

​ St. John’s will provide you with a set of mentor expectations to share with the person you would like 
to select. 

​ If you are having difficulty identifying a mentor, please let Pastor Todd, Pastor Alex, or Emily Combs 
know and we will assist in making a mentor-mentee match. 

​ Please return the mentor form with contact details to St. John’s no later than Wednesday, March 5th.. 
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FAITH STATEMENT 
 
A faith statement is a summary of what you believe, hope, and trust. The finished project will be your own 
statement of faith in God, your Savior Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life. There is no 
one right way to write a faith statement. Your faith statement should be however long it takes to tell YOUR 
story, with a minimum of one page typed. Be honest; don’t worry about saying the right or wrong thing. 
Your faith statement isn’t graded or corrected. It is an opportunity to express yourself without fear. The 
following are some suggestions or ideas to consider as you work on your faith statement: 
 

1.​ At St. John’s, our mission statement is “with open arms to all, together we live and share the love of 
Jesus.” Focusing on the key words live and share, reflect upon the following questions:  

○​ Live: How does your faith impact how you live your life at home, at school, at work, among 
your friends? How will you continue to live out your faith once you are confirmed?  

○​ Share: In what ways do you currently share the love of Jesus in your daily life? Where do you 
see God at work in the world? How do you perceive God inviting you to join in His mission to 
love, bless, heal and restore all of creation? What are the specific gifts, talents, abilities that 
God has given you? What are your future career goals? How might you use those gifts, 
talents, and abilities to share the love of Jesus in the world? How might you serve God’s 
mission through your future career choice? 

2.​ Let others know: 
○​ What impact has Jesus had on your life? 
○​ Why is faith important to you? 
○​ Have you ever been transformed or changed through your faith? 

3.​ Think about and share: 
○​ How do people know you are a Christian? 
○​ How would you like to change the world because of your faith? 
○​ Do the relationships you have reflect your faith? 

4.​ What feelings or emotions do you have when you think about your faith?  
 
After thoughtfully considering the above questions, write down your Faith Statement telling how you have 
personally experienced and have come to understand the love of God in Jesus, what it means to be a 
disciple of Jesus, and how you feel called to share the love of Christ with the world. Remember that faith is a 
LIFELONG journey. This faith statement isn’t meant to be a final document, but more of a journal entry 
along your lifelong journey of faith as you prepare for the ceremony of Confirmation. 
 
Your faith statement is due by Sunday, August 30. You are invited and encouraged to discuss your 
thoughts and faith statement with your parents and mentor. Then, after writing a rough draft, ask them to 
read it and give you some constructive feedback before creating your final draft. But remember… this is 
YOUR statement of faith.  
 
 
SERMON NOTES 
 
At St. John’s, we believe that worship is vital to a living faith, and at the heart of worship is the proclamation 
of the Gospel! It is our hope that you, as a family, will make it a priority to worship together on a regular 
basis, and that you will use those opportunities to have conversations together about the sermon. All 

5 



 

students are required to complete at least 15 Sermon Reflection Notes per year. Students have been 
encouraged to work on these throughout the D-Way year. They should continue to complete these in their 
Sermon Note Journal that is kept on the usher cart near the doors of the Sanctuary. Sermon notes can be 
taken during in person worship, or by watching worship online. They can also be completed during worship 
at churches other than St. John’s. You must finish your 15 sermon notes for the year by Sunday, August 30th.  
 
 
SERVICE HOURS 
 
One of the marks of being a Disciple is being a caring neighbor, not only inside the walls of St. John’s, but 
also in our community. Each one of us has been given unique gifts and talents and we are called to share 
these gifts with our church and community. 9th grade D-Way students are asked to complete 10 service 
opportunities; 5 of them here at St. John’s and 5 out in the community. Students will need to fill out a short 
questionnaire after each one to receive credit and have until Sunday, August 30th, 2026 to complete this. 
The following is a list of areas (ideas) where you can serve.​
 
Examples inside St. John’s: 

Ushering​ ​ ​ Altar Guild​ ​ Tech Team​ ​ Scripture Reader 
Scripture Reader​ ​ Coffee Bar​ ​ Sunday School​ Communion Assistant​  
 

Examples in our community: 
Cardinal Buddy​ ​ Tutoring*​ ​ Mowing/Shoveling*​ VBS (can be used for either) 
Nursing Home​ ​ Service Projects​ Taco Booth*​ ​ Firecracker 5K 

 
*Service hours are to be completed without monetary compensation. Therefore, if you are attending any of the trips through church 
this summer, the Taco Booth is not an option as that is a fundraising effort for youth.  
 

“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts. Use 
them well to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10 

 
REHEARSAL AND CONFIRMATION BANQUET 
 
This is a very important night for confirmands. Please mark your calendars and make sure youth and 
parents are present. This year, the rehearsal and confirmation banquet will take place on Wednesday, 
October 21, 2026. Youth should be at the church no later than 5:45pm!  
 
There are several things that take place on this night: 
 

1.​ Pictures by Zahler Photography (6:00pm) 
Class and individual pictures will be taken. Picture order envelopes will be sent to you in the 
fall. Please bring your order and payment on the day of pictures. Checks for pictures should 
be made out directly to Zahler Photography. ​
 
Additional family pictures can be taken following the service on Sunday with your personal 
cameras.  
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2.​ Rehearsal (6:30pm) 
We will begin rehearsal at 6:00pm or as soon as pictures are completed. At least one parent 
should be present.  
 

3.​ Confirmation Banquet (6:45pm) 
Join us for a special dinner in the Fellowship Hall for Confirmands, their parents and mentors. 
Siblings of the confirmand are also welcome to attend. We will ask for an RSVP count closer 
to the date of the banquet. ​
 

4.​ Sharing of Faith Statements (After dinner - approximately 7:30pm) 
After the banquet, we will transition to the Sanctuary where Confirmands will share their 
Statement of Faith at approximately 7:30pm. Feel free to invite other family and/or your 
mentor to this part of the evening.  

 
 
RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (CONFIRMATION) WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
This is the final step in our confirmation process. This special worship service is dedicated specifically to our 
Confirmands. Feel free to invite friends and family as your child publicly affirms the faith into which they 
were baptized. 
 
Youth are expected to arrive at church by 9:45am. 
Worship begins at 10:00am.  
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