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Glad Tidings 

As Advent settles over our island, we enter a season of gentle waiting—
listening for the quiet ways God draws near. Each candle we light reminds us 
that hope, peace, joy, and love are not distant ideals, but gifts Christ brings into 
our everyday lives. 

At Christmas, we celebrate the miracle of God with us—love made visible in 
the simplest of places. Christ comes to us not only in a manger long ago, but in 
every act of kindness, every moment of grace, every place where light 
overcomes shadow. 

As we step into a new year, we trust that the God who has carried us this far 
will continue to guide us forward. We don’t begin the year alone: Emmanuel 
walks with us, renewing our strength and opening our hearts to new 
possibilities.  

May this Advent prepare 
us, may this Christmas fill 
us with joy, and may the 
New Year draw us deeper 
into God’s love. Blessings 
to you and your family in 
this holy season. 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Steve 
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Clerk’s Report by Ellen Gove 
Session continues to meet on the third Monday of each month.  
Many requests for use of the Fellowship Hall have been 
approved—Shelter Island Reporter Forums, S.I. Public 
Library Cookbook Club, All-Faith Youth Group/Shelter Island 
Food Pantry, Inc., and the S.I. Lion’s Club. Session will meet 
next on Monday, December 15th to hold our annual 
Deacon/Elder potluck dinner and meeting.  Session is very 
grateful for our Deacons and all they do for the church. 

Longtime member and Deacon, Shirley Mundy, entered into 
Eternal Rest on November 6th.  Shirley’s funeral service and 
the reception in the Fellowship Hall were well attended and 
beautiful.   
    
As of December 2025, the Shelter Island Food Pantry will no 
longer be under the Shelter Island Presbyterian Church 
umbrella.  They have become an LLC and registered with 
New York State as a non-profit. They established a Board and 
now have their own bank accounts and insurance.  A five-year 
lease has been signed by both parties. 
 
The Georgiana Conlin Estate Grant has been received. As the 

guidelines call for distribution to all Shelter Island youth, funds have been disbursed to Shelter Island All-
Faith Group, Imagination Island, S.I.H.S. Guidance Department, and the S.I.H.S. Yearbook Club.   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
                                                      It’s Advent Season! Pictured:                        
                                   Carol lights the second candle of Advent.  
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Youth Group Report by Bryan Knipfing 
Members of the Shelter Island Youth Group, with the help and generosity of the Shelter Island Food Pantry 
and Shelter Island IGA, handed out 40 Thanksgiving meals to local families on Saturday, November 22, 
2025.   

In December, Youth Group members will 
be buying Christmas gifts to donate to the 
Mattituck Family Service League. 

 
Photo includes:  Nolan Sanwald, William 
Marshall, Luke Knipfing, Caleb Springer, 
Natalie Mamisashvili, Maeve Springer, and 
William Knipfing.   

 

 

Mission Team Report by Marilynn Pysher  
 

It’s time once again to complete the re-application for our Earth Care Congregational certification.  We have 
continued to conduct activities throughout the year that will enable us to be re-certified, such as hosting 
speakers during coffee hour, putting monthly Eco Tips in the bulletin, and encouraging Pastor Steve to 
occasionally give Earth Care focused sermons. 
 
The Better World Book Club has read and discussed six books this year and garnered quite a few new 
members.  The members select the book from a list of recent best non-fiction books. We only meet every 
few months in order to give everyone a chance to read and digest these “heavy” choices.  The result is 
interesting and lively discussions after which all agree they learn something new.  All the books are 
available in the BWBC bookcase in Fellowship Hall.  Check them out if you’d like to, and please join us 
any time. 
 

Building & Grounds Report by Karin Bennett 
 
Our Fellowship Hall ceiling and trim look amazing. Thank you Phil DiOrio for completing this project in a 
timely manner.  Greg Raymond installed a new piece of siding by the double doors in the rear of the church 
and new fan switches in the Fellowship Hall.  Greg monitors the fire system and changes the smoke detector 
batteries as needed, and will be installing a double motion sensor light by the handicap door. Greg and I have 
been meeting to choose choir lights in memory of Paul Mobius.  
 
J.W. Piccozzi’s will be servicing both furnaces in the Church building and Manse. A new water pump was 
installed in the Church building.  A new microwave oven will be purchased for the Manse.  All bushes around 
the Manse and Church building were trimmed, cut back, and edged in October.  Our East Parking Lot has had 
a sink hole and several areas needing attention.  Thank you to Ken Lewis for patching these areas.   
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Events Planning by Ellen Gove 
Our October 22nd Celebrity Chef was a 

huge success—Chef Anthony Rando 
served stuffed portabella mushrooms, 

braised pork ‘osso buco’, and chocolate 
tiramisu. We are grateful to our S.I. 

School Servers—Maeve Springer, 
William Marshall, Makayla Cronin, AJ 

and Bear Rando, and Angie Rice.  After 
paying for the food, we netted $1,885.  

We are happy that we were able to 
squeeze one Celebrity Chef in before we 
start renovating the kitchen.  We hope to 

resume in late March.  Stay tuned! 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Fellowship Hall was filled on November 4th for the Election Day luncheon.  Dan Binder and team 
organized, fed, and served homemade clam chowder (Manhattan and New England), hot dogs, grilled cheese 
sandwiches, and homemade pie for $20.00! Altogether, $1,805 was donated to the Chris Lewis Kitchen 
Renovation.  

Maureen’s Haven Report by Marianne Baird & 
Dana Hallman 

 
We’re in our ninth year helping out Maureen’s Haven, the outreach program that ministers to the homeless 
population of the East End.  This season we’ve been asked to provide 20 bag lunches on the first Friday of 
each month from November through April.  (December will be the second Friday.)  Join us any time!   
 
In addition, we’ll be collecting warm coats, socks, gloves and travel size basic toiletries (soap, shampoo, 
shaving cream, razors, feminine pads, deodorant).  There is a big gray bin in the foyer between the sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall to place those items.   
 
We all feel blessed to be part of this mission and the clients are very grateful, especially through the coming 
months of winter cold.   
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Imagination Island Report by 
Amy Taylor Adkison &  

Taylor Gabrovic 
Where can you find wall to wall smiles and curiosity being cultivated by 
the bushel on Shelter Island? Imagination Island, of course! Serving an 
unmet need for childcare on Thursday and Friday afternoons, Amy and 
Taylor meet the children in the lobby of the Shelter Island school at 
2:30pm and walk them across the street to the playground at Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church, where they are encouraged to be kind, create, and 
explore until 5:30pm.  
 
Imagination Island participated in the 

Trunk or Treat by bringing a “Wicked” display. Sticking with the 
theme, Amy was Galinda and Taylor dressed as Elphaba. The real treat 
was seeing all of the frightfully fun costumes, laughter, and joy.  
 
We took a walk around the block to visit the beloved Lettuce Lady 
herself at her shed to learn more about one of Shelter Island’s best local 
businesses and the journey of becoming an entrepreneur.  
 
Over the past few months, we have done a plethora of crafts, most of 
which using recycled materials found at the Goodie Pile and donations. 
Some of our recent crafts include magic wands, spell books, pressed-
flower pumpkins, yarn-wrapped Coca-Cola bottle vases, string nail art, 
and orange pomanders. We love using recycled materials, therefore, we 
are currently in need of donations of fabric, buttons, beads, yarn, paper, magazines, and vinyl records 
(discs).  

 
We also ask that you consider donating something even more valuable: 
your time! We are in need of volunteers to spend time with us and the 
amazing kids at Imagination Island. Even one hour a week would be 
greatly appreciated. Please reach out to Amy 
at imaginationisland.si@gmail.com for more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:imaginationisland.si@gmail.com
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KIVA Team Impact Report by John Kerr 
 

Our 21-member group has been quiet recently with only fifteen loans made in the last three months. In 
2023, our team loaned a total of $8,320. In 2024, we loaned $7,445, and last year only $5,685. Please 
forgive me if I put on my cheerleader hat and pom-poms and encourage you to support those less fortunate 
than ourselves. I know all of our lives are challenging at times and our personal finances are being 
challenged by the economy. But, just for a moment, walk in the footsteps of one of the people requesting a 
loan. They may be a refugee living in a strange land or in a remote community with so many challenges to 
overcome. They may have a dream or a need to fill, and have heard about KIVA. They have to find the time 
and energy, after taking care of themselves and their family, to walk to a source of electricity, find a 
computer, and obtain the help needed to use it and make a loan request. Of the nearly two thousand loans 
we have made, 96.2% are successfully paid off on time and in full. That is an amazing history for the 10 
years our team has been loaning to people who dare to dream.  
 
 

This is the profile of our most recent loan recipient: 

 Mrs. Dao, 62 years old, lives with her husband in a 
small house by the sea in Hải Hà commune, a poor 
coastal area of Vietnam far from the town center. She 
and her husband have three grown children who are 
now married and living independently. Life near the 
coast is not easy, but she and her husband work 
tirelessly to make ends meet. She works in a local fish 
processing factory, while her husband earns a modest 
income as a construction worker, sometimes taking on 
extra labor jobs to supplement the family’s expenses. 
Once listed as a poor household, they have managed to 
rise above poverty through years of perseverance. To 

improve their meals and generate additional income, Mrs. Dao began raising livestock and poultry using 
available agricultural resources. However, this work comes with risks from weather and disease. She collects 
and reuses animal waste as fertilizer for her crops, helping to sustain their small-scale farm. To continue 
expanding, she sought her sixth loan to buy piglets and feed, planning to raise them and sell to local traders 
for profit. Her previous loans have already helped her family achieve a better quality of life. 
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Message from the Congregational Nominating 
Committee by Heather Reylek 

 

Advent blessings to all! Our next Congregational 
meeting is a few months from now, but it’s still not too 
early to think of finding candidates for our elected 
church leaders.  So, once again, your Congregational 
Nominating Committee wants to invite all active 
members to consider possible nominations for the 
following positions:  
 

• Service as an Elder on Session, Class of 2028: 
This is a three-year term that can be repeated 
once. After serving two terms, the Elder has to 
come off for at least one year. Session is our 
governing body. Elders share in governing and 
leading the church in a faithful direction along with other duties. Session meets monthly and the 
Elders have roles in committees. A good and effective Elder serves the Church as a decision maker, 
a leader, and a peacemaker. 

• Service as a Deacon, Class of 2028: This is a three-year term that can be repeated once. After 
serving two terms, the Deacon has to come off for at least one year. It is their duty to minister to 
those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within 
and beyond the community of faith.  

 
Also, for service on the Nominating Committee: At least two members should be elders, at least one 
actively serving on Session. One member should be from the Board of Deacons and others from Members-
at-Large for a One year term of office. 
 
All offices are elected by the congregation at our Congregational Meeting. If you would like to propose a 
nomination, please contact Heather Reylek, Lynn Thomson, Cindy Griffin, or Lynne Weikart, our current 
CNC, by leaving a message at the church office, 631-749-0805. We look forward to seeing you a church.  
Peace on Earth. 
 

Deacons’ Report by Brenda Bergman 
 

The Deacons are planning the Christmas visits with special gifts to the shut-ins and the older population of 
Shelter Island for the beginning of December.  
 
We are one of the church groups who plan the coffee hours on Sundays, along with the choir, the Session, and 
the congregation at large. Coffee hour is a special time to meet and socialize with everyone outside the usual 
circle of friends.  
 
We will be replacing some Deacons, per church standards, and would love to see some new faces. Think 
about it! Thank you. 
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News from the Presbytery by Ellen Gove 
 
Our November meeting was held at First Church Northport Presbyterian.  I moderated the meeting and it was 
my final responsibility as First Moderator.  Beginning January, I will oversee the Shepherding Council 

Committee for my last year on the Moderator Team.  Our new 
Moderator for 2026, Rev. Rachel Vione, was installed. Rev. 
Stephen Adkison, Board of Trustees, Chair, called for two 
motions to be approved: (1) the Sale of the United Presbyterian 
Church in Levittown (Levittown & Massapequa Presbyterian 
Churches merged), and (2) the sale of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Glen Cove. This congregation has dissolved.  
 
A motion from the Personnel Committee to approve a new 
position description for Associate Presbyter for Congregational 
Vitality and begin an open search was approved.  Also, a motion 
to adopt the 2026 budget was approved. 
 
We then gathered in the Fellowship Hall for our Presbytery Day 
and heard from Corey Schlosser-Hall and Samuel Son sharing on 
“Reinventing Ministry for the Common Good.”  We connected, 
learned, and imagined together because we still all believe God 
has a future for the Church—a new Reformation! 
 
Thank you to Heather Reylek for serving as Commissioner and to 
Laurie Fanelli joining Pastor Steve and I. Shelter Island was 
surely represented! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your great work 
as First Moderator, Ellen! 
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A Letter From The Food Pantry  
by Carrie Wood 

 
Greetings from The Food Pantry. After many years of service under the wings of Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church, I am excited to announce that with fellow officers Natasha Stowe and Robert Profusek, and the 
assistance of Debbie Brewer, we have worked diligently for the past year to transition the Food Pantry to a 
distinct 501(c)(3) organization.  So, with great joy, we announce the formation of Shelter Island Food Pantry 
Inc.   
 
On November 21st, we held our 6th annual 'Everything But the Turkey' event.  We had the pleasure and 
privilege of giving over 2,000 pounds of food (including 40 turkeys donated by IGA) to over 40 Island 
households, with help of the S.I. All Faith Youth Group, and many community volunteers.  We continue to 
offer shelf stable food, personal care items, and some fresh produce to the community twice a week on 
Tuesdays from 4-6pm, and Fridays 10am-1pm, during which time we also accept food donations. If you or 
someone you know is in need, please just drop in, and a volunteer will help you – no registration 
required. 
 
You can read more about us at www.shelterislandfoodpantry.com and correspond with us at 
hello@shelterislandfoodpantry.com, and P.O. Box 370, Shelter Island, NY 11964.  Many thanks to the 
Session, the many volunteers who have kept the Food Pantry going for over 40 years, and this Congregation 
for encouraging a beautiful Island ministry to continue from within your walls.  We cannot do it without you!  
It is our wish to continue to serve with your blessing from within your walls, for years to come. 
 
Have a beautiful Christmas Season, and Happy New Year!  
Carrie Wood 
Treasurer, Shelter Island Food Pantry Inc. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.shelterislandfoodpantry.com/
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Worship Team Report by Rose Wissemann 
 
Advent has arrived! Time to get ready. Our church is beautiful. But 
this time of year it is even more so. Thank you in advance for the 
poinsettias. It is a joy to get ready for the most wonderful time of 
the year.  Happy Christmas! 

A new tradition is born: 
Rose has asked the 
congregation to assist in 
decorating the tree this 
year. What a beautiful 
vision come to life! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
News From the Music Ministry  

by Linda Betjeman 
 
December is always the month for special Christmas events.  
 
Mark your calendars for:  

• Sunday, December 14th: Choir anthem with flute played by Karen Hunkele 
• Sunday, December 21st at 3pm: Annual Community Chorus Christmas Concert 
• Sunday, January 11th at 3pm: Annual Messiah Sing 

 
The Sweet Island Dulcimers will be playing new and old Christmas Carols at the 8pm Christmas Eve 
Service.                                       
 
Peace on Earth and Good Will to All, 
Linda Betjeman 
Minister of Music 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our sincerest gratitude to all for our 
successful stewardship drive! We have 
received over 35 pledges for 2026.  
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to Sunday Services: 
Please note our Sunday Services are all livestreamed and can be 
viewed on YouTube. The links are available on our website, or 
directly on our YouTube channel. Search Shelter Island 
Presbyterian Church on YouTube for previous services. Find 
upcoming services, including our weekly Sunday Services, on our 
channel under the “Live” heading.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 
December 15th – Elder and Deacon Potluck Dinner Meetings @ 5pm 
 
December 21st   – Annual Community Choir Christmas Concert @ 3pm  
 
December 24th  –  Christmas Eve Service @ 8pm 
 
January 11th  – Annual Jack Monaghan Messiah Sing @ 3pm  
                        (Inclement weather date: January 18th)  
 

PO Box 612 
32 North Ferry Road 
Shelter Island, NY11964 

 

631-749-0805 
Info.sipchurch@gmail.com 
www.sipchurch.org 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We envision the Shelter Island Presbyterian 
Church as a spiritual heart of our small island 
community—a congregation that keeps its doors 
open to all and offers service and support to 
friends, neighbors, and visitors from beyond our 
shores. 

We will encourage the spiritual growth of our 
Church's people in Jesus Christ through worship, 
service to others, stewardship, study, and fellow- 
ship with one another. We will work to increase 
our spiritual engagement with youth, young 
families, and our growing senior population. 

Inspired by God's Word, we look forward to our 
future with faith and confidence in God's 
purpose for us. 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO WE DO. 
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