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From the desk of the Pastor
Elder Donald F. Jorden, Sr.

“Teach us to Pray”
Luke 11:1-4

Frequent fliers treat the pre-flight safety 
announcements the way many people treat 
evangelists. They are convinced that, while 
the information may be true, it is probably 
unnecessary and if it ever becomes vital, either 
further instruction will be given, or common 
sense will pull them through. Perhaps if you 
want to develop a skill---playing an instrument, 
using a computer, or repairing a car, you would 
most likely go to a qualified expert. Luke 11:1 – 4, 
Jesus was praying in a certain place. We make a 
mistake by reading (either in our interpretation 
or in any translation) “One day Jesus was praying 
in a certain place” as if praying was an unusual 
event. Luke makes it clear that prayer was the life 
of Jesus. Luke 5:16, “And he withdrew himself 
into the wilderness and prayed.” If Jesus chose to 

pray how much more should we? Like the disciples, we are impressed with what we 
see in the priority of prayer in the Lord’s life. We must not only admire this spiritual 
strength of Jesus, but we must learn to make prayer our life.

“Teach us to pray” is the only record in scripture where the disciples asked Jesus to 
teach them anything. I remain impressed by what the text does not say as well as 
what is expressed. The disciples’ request is not “Teach us a prayer,” but “Teach us to 
pray.” In our prayer request, I believe that what we ask is as important as that we ask. 
To learn to pray, is the art of learning to significantly live no matter what state we are 
in. For praying displays the soundness of heart within the disciples and remains the 
permanent need for us all. This pattern of prayer should be a model example of the 
language of intimacy of a loving conversation between a Father and His child.

Excerpts from: The Parables by Gary Inrig
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Take Courage My Soul
By Mother D. L. Davis

A loss, an illness, a painful breakup, death—suddenly or expected. Our 
uncertainty about how these things will affect our future can stir up fear 
and anxiety. We can look to our faith and the Bible to help replenish our 
courage. There is a song I like - Take courage my soul and let us journey on. 
Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go.”
The best thing we can do is to focus on how God empowers us, to live for 
Him. When we sink Scripture into our hearts it becomes a way of living, He 
leads us to success that is truly worthwhile. That may not mean earthly stuff 
like wealth or positions. He will give us a peace that surpasses understanding. 
So, what does Scripture instruct you to do so you can courageously face 
whatever happens, whether fear, inadequacy, or discouragement—three of our worst enemies? I will talk 
about a few things to help us when we start to feel discouraged.
1.	 Our intimacy with God determines the impact of what is happening in our Lives. It is the time you 

and I spend getting to know the Father better, interacting with Him through His Word and in prayer. 
When we spend time discovering who the Lord is—His attributes, His character, and His love for us, 
His child—we realize who is truly in control of all things and nothing can stand against Him. We also 
recognize the importance of submitting to His commands and His timing.

2.	 God acts on behalf of those who wait for Him. Do we respect the Lord enough to wait on His timing? I 
think of how God directed the people of Israel to take a strange course of action—marching around the 
enemy city of Jericho for seven days—rather than follow a typical battle offensive. Because the Israelites 
waited on God, He gave them a stunning and memorable victory (Joshua. 6). The same is true for us: 
Always wait on God.

3.	 We must fight our battles on our knees. Whenever a problem or hardship arises in our lives, our 
first impulse may be to check our resources and come up with a battle plan. But resist that and make 
prayer our first response. Ultimately, God is our Commander- in-Chief, and He knows the best strategy 
for our success. Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make our paths.” God will lead us to 
victory in the very best manner.

4.	 Adversity is sometimes God’s channel to a deeper relationship with Him. Through adversity and 
challenges, He reminds us that He is the One who fights for us and provides for us. And because He is 
all-powerful, all wise, all knowing and unconditionally loving, we can put our full faith in Him and have 
unfailing confidence for whatever we may face.

5.	 Disappointments are inevitable, but discouragement is a choice. We will encounter delays, obstacles, 
and events that appear to throw us off course. What is important is that we do not accept that as the end 
of our story but remember that all things work together for our good, continue serving God with faith. 
What is our first response when challenges come our way, it should be prayer and intimacy with God - 
Then say and believe in your heart- God, you got this. 

Courage will follow when faith takes the lead. Take courage College Hill and let us journey on.
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College Hill COGIC Missionary Board 53rd 
Anniversary Celebration

By Missionary Felicia Clark

“Serve the Lord with Gladness” — Psalm 100:2

To God be the glory for the great things He has done! What a glorious and Spirit-filled time we 
shared as we celebrated the 53rd Anniversary of the Missionary Board at College Hill COGIC. 
Our theme, “Serve the Lord with Gladness,” reminded us that every act of service should spring 
from hearts overflowing with joy, thanksgiving, and love for the Lord.

This year’s celebration was even more special as we also honored Grandparents’ Day, recognizing 
the wisdom, love, and steadfast faith of our grandparents — the pillars who guide, nurture, and 
strengthen both our families and our church community. Congratulations to Deacon Hosea and 
Missionary Arnetha Davis Patrick, winners of the Most Grandchildren Award!

We were richly blessed by the presence of our distinguished guests. A special surprise came 
from Lady Leah Odura, who joined her father, Elder Eddie Mathis Sr., filling our hearts with joy. 
We were also honored to welcome Lauren Dungy and Angela Birdsong, President of the Black 
Caucus of Hillsborough County, whose presence added great inspiration and encouragement to 
our celebration.

We were further uplifted by our Supervisor, Mother Jeannie Jenkins, and her group, Joy Over the 
Rainbow—widows and widow supporters whose strength, love, and unity filled the sanctuary. 
Their participation brought a beautiful spirit of encouragement to the day. We were also blessed 
to have Pastor Sturgis and other visiting friends in attendance.



4

What a wonderful time of fellowship, fun, and food the women of College Hill enjoyed at 
the 2025 Jurisdictional Women’s Retreat, held at the Hilton Inn in Riverview, Florida!

The retreat theme, “Broken Crayons Still Color,” was a beautiful reminder that God 
can use each of us—no matter our past or present circumstances—to create something 
meaningful and bright. Throughout the weekend, attendees were uplifted and inspired by 
powerful sessions featuring professional speakers who shared valuable insights on mental 
health, self-care, and women’s wellness.

It was truly a time of renewal, reflection, and sisterhood. The women returned refreshed, 
encouraged, and ready to continue coloring the world with God’s love!

Thank you, Missionary Lavern Dunbar, Assistant Supervisor and Coordinator and Mother 
Rosemary Gadsden, Supervisor Designate for having this momentous event.

Women’s Retreat 2025
By Sister Mishondra Key
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Highlights from the JSWF Women’s LeadHERship Conference 
By Mother Pauline Williams 

On Wednesday, September 10, 2025, our Women’s 
department presented Holy Women Inspired to 
Prioritize the Work of The Lord:  Luke 10:38-42, 
John 9:4
The focus of the conference was Next Level Leaders, 
Stepping into A New Dimension. The objectives of 
the conference were to define, identify and model 
leadership in a way that would enable others to act, 
and to encourage the heart. 
The purpose was to inspire, equip and to serve 
by using their gifts/mission to fulfill the Great 
Commission.
The Moderator for the LeadHERship Conference 
was our very own Sister Tempress Solomon. She 
presented each speaker with grace and enthusiasm, 
and after each speaker Sister Solomon was able to 
give positive feedback on their topic presented. 
A job well done! 
The first speaker was our very own Mother Olga 
Stirrup. Her topic was Model the Way. She shared 
with the audience “Leading others is about living the 
values everyday.”
By doing so we should:
1. Know the values and principles of leadership.
2. Explain our values and give voice to those values.
3. Lead with action, so others will value what is said.
4. Set examples and demonstrate a deep commitment 
to what we share.
5. Model behavior that is aligned with the values that 
are communicated to others.
A job well done! 
 I can truly say the College Hill love family was in the 
house and I know they share my sentiments as well.
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Celebrating Legacy:  The Family Enrichment Center’s Inaugural 
Founders’ Day Walk

By Akila W. Boyd
The Woodland Terrace Park recently served as the backdrop for a momentous occasion—the Family 
Enrichment Center’s inaugural Founders’ Day Walk. This event brought together community members 
and congregants from College Hill Church of God in Christ to honor the enduring legacies of Bishop W.E. 
Davis and Superintendent Charles Davis, two visionary leaders whose commitment to spiritual guidance 
and family empowerment shaped generations.
The Family Enrichment Center (FEC), a local nonprofit dedicated to strengthening families across Tampa 
Bay, stands as a testament to the vision of these dynamic founders. Their unwavering dedication to service 
and community upliftment laid the foundation for an organization that continues to impact lives today.
The Founders’ Legacy Walk featured a two-mile route designed to celebrate the vision of the Family 
Enrichment Center founders, music, dancing, and fellowship that fostered unity and joy among participants. 
A time was had!
According to FEC Board President Marlene Monroe, the event was “more than just a stroll or a chance 
to exercise—it was a movement.” She emphasized that by coming together, participants were “not only 
celebrating the past but actively investing in the future of Tampa Bay families,” ensuring that the founders’ 
mission of service remains alive for years to come.
The atmosphere was charged with a spirit of love and community. Deacon Ryan T. Boyd reflected on the 
success of the event, noting that “everyone exercised, danced, mingled, and had a lovely time. The spirit of 
Superintendent Davis was definitely in the atmosphere.”
This inaugural walk marks the beginning of a tradition that will continue to honor the founders’ vision 
while inspiring future initiatives aimed at family enrichment and community empowerment.
If you would like more information about the Family Enrichment Center and how you can help support the 
vision, contact The Family Enrichment Center at (813) 447-8108 or email Robert Davis at rdavis@fectampa.
org. You can also find more details on the organization’s website: https://www.fectampa.org.
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Hitherto Hath the Lord Helped Us!
By Evangelist Carrie Williams

For weeks leading up to December 28, 2025, verbal announcements were made, artistic electronic 
postings were circulated, and the Church officials fantastically arranged every element of celebration for 
us to remember marching into our present location. The College Hill Saints marched into our present 
edifice 49 years ago with pride and joy because of Bishop W.E. Davis’s dream being manifested. We are 
blessed to have many of the Saints still on active roll and in attendance who were in the “49-years-ago” 
parade. It could roll off the tongues easily – hitherto, the LORD has helped us!

Our Minister of Music, Sister Karin Davis Thompson, had the Mass Choir in rank and order for a 
euphoric procession from the rear of the Church to the altar. As in days past, the Choir gathered at 
the altar for the Pulpit’s opening prayer and then marched into the choir stand. The musicians and 
Choir kept lively songs flowing throughout the opening segment, the praise and worship, offering, and 
song selections. Of course, holy dancing, handclapping, tambourine whipping, and jubilations matched 
every elevation in their rhythm and lyrics.

“Terrific tyro” is the appropriate description of Brother Willie Johnson and Sister Gwendolyn Morrison’s 
scriptural account and affirmation. Sister Marlene York-Monroe’s narrative of the Church’s genesis 105 
years ago, as well as the state of affairs in the past 49 years, garnered pride for productivity in community 
service, praise for God’s guardianship, and fortitude for future conquests.

Our Pastor, Eld er Donald F. Jorden, Sr., expressed high acclamation for the Church’s accomplishments. He 
likened the impressive passages to the “Wells of Water” episodes in Genesis 26:17-25. His commendations 
were very encouraging and increased a passion in the members to “D-I-G” (Demonstrate! Inform! 
Go!). For every “WELL” we dig, we want to hear the Lord say “WELL” done!

Biblical literature states “hitherto hath the Lord helped us” is a formidable avowal from 1 Samuel 7:12. 
It highlights a moment of divine deliverance where Samuel set up a stone called Ebenezer (meaning 
“stone of help”) to commemorate God’s faithfulness in defeating the Philistines, signifying gratitude 
for past aid and confidence in future assistance.  It is a phrase used to signal God’s consistent support 
through life’s encounters, from trials to triumphs, encouraging faith for what lies ahead. College Hill 
declares that every enemy-placed stone that may have been intended to block or stop up our wells will 
be perceived as an “Ebenezer” – our “stone of help” reminder! And we shall continue to stand on the 
“rock-solid” promise of 2 Timothy 4:18, KJV: “The Lord shall deliver us from every evil work and will 
preserve us unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever.” Let the Church say Amen! 
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Women of Elegance Fashion Show
By Sister Denise Brown

What an awesome and beautiful fashion show with the COGIC SWFJ Women 
Department, which took place on August 23, 2025, in Sarasota. If you did not make 
it, you missed a phenomenal event. Our First lady, Lady Ta-Tanisha Jorden, Mother 
Barbara Mathis, Missionary Felicia Clark, and Elder Eddie Mathis strutted across 
the runway like America’s Top Models. Lady Jorden glided across the floor as if she 
owned it in every beautiful outfit she modeled. Elder and Mother Mathis let everyone 
know they were representing College Hill modeling their red outfits together, plus 
he was the only male model there letting you know he was the king of that runway. 
Missionary Felicia Clark sparkled, danced, and had church going down the runway. 
We had an awesome time and cannot wait for this event to come again.
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The track buzzed with excitement as students packed the bleachers, 
the lights dimmed, and the final moments of homecoming night 
unfolded. Whispers filled the air, hearts raced, and every nominee 
stood waiting as the announcer paused—stretching the suspense 
just a little longer. In that breathless moment, when anticipation 
was at its peak, the entire crowd leaned in, eager to hear one name 
and that name was Noah Jorden.

Homecoming week concluded on a high note as Noah Jorden 
was proudly crowned Homecoming King, marking a memorable 
moment for students, staff, and the entire school community.

Throughout the week, the campus was filled with excitement, 
school spirit, and a strong sense of unity. From themed dress-up 
days to the homecoming festivities, students came together to 
celebrate tradition and connection. Noah stood out not only for 
his enthusiasm but also for the positive energy and kindness he 
consistently shows to those around him.

Known for his friendly personality and willingness to support others, Noah has made a lasting impression 
on his peers. Many describe him as approachable, respectful, and someone who represents the values 
of the school both inside and outside the classroom. His selection as Homecoming King reflects the 
admiration and respect, he has earned from classmates.

The announcement was met with loud cheers and applause as Noah accepted the crown with gratitude 
and humility. Noah Jorden’s crowning as Homecoming King will be remembered as a proud moment in 
this year’s homecoming celebration—one that highlights leadership, character, and school pride.

Congratulations to Noah on this well-deserved honor.

Noah Jorden Crowned Homecoming King
By Sister Kathy Jorden
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Today, we are honored to shine a spotlight on Deacon Occlyde Broome, a remarkable man 
born in the small town of Utica, Mississippi. Throughout his life, Deacon Broome has 
shown dedication and a strong character.
He proudly served in the U.S. Army, exemplifying patriotism and commitment. Following 
his military service, he dedicated over 32 years to the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
where he worked tirelessly until his retirement, always advocating for and supporting our 
Veterans.
Deacon Broome has a special love for animals. He owned his own farm, where he cared for 
horses, bulls, cows, and pigs. His hands are his tools, he enjoys building and fixing things, 
often using his skills to serve and improve his surroundings.
A devoted family man, Deacon Broome is a loving husband and father to two sons and 
three daughters. He finds joy in working around the church—cleaning, helping the saints, 
and lending a hand whenever he can. His cheerful spirit is evident in his love for joking 
around.
An avid traveler, he prefers land journeys, you are unlikely to catch him on a plane (smile).
Above all, Deacon Broome’s greatest love is for God, which inspires everything he does.

Member in the Spotlight
by Sister Victoria Fabian

Deacon Occlyde Broome
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College Hill Church of God in Christ
6414 N. 30th Street - Tampa, FL 33610

(813) 239-3161

“A People  of Faith  
Committed  to

Spiritual  Growth  and
Sharing  God’s Love”

Are you looking for a Church?
Are you in need of prayer?

If you are interested in learning more about our Church
 contact us at www.chcogic.org or (813) 239-3161

Come visit/worship with us
Sunday Morning Worship Website (live streaming tab),  

YouTube and in person
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible Study Virtual ONLY (Zoom or YouTube)
7:00 p.m.

Zoom Info:
Mobile dial in: 929-436-2866

Meeting ID: 813-813-6414
Password: 6414

Insta Link: HTTPS://BIT.LY/373YGK7 Designed by Sol Davis Printing

Upcoming Events
Unity Day
•	 March 7, 2026
Deacons’ Day and  
Deacon Wives Service
•	 March 15, 2026
Sunday School  
Pancake Breakfast
•	 March 29, 2026
Easter Egg Hunt
•	 April 3, 2026
Easter Sunrise  
Service at 6:00 am
•	 April 5, 2026
Graduation Service
•	 May 24, 2026


