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A Word from Minister Bobbie

We Are Resurrection
People. | also pray that
you will understand the
incredible greatness of
God'’s power for us who
believe him. This is the
same mighty power that
raised Christ from the
dead and seated him in the place of honor
at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.
Ephesians 1:19-20

If you attended a worship service on Easter,
you most likely heard the words, “Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed! After the solemnity
of Lent and Good Friday, it was exciting to
be part of a celebration of Christ’s
resurrection.

But what happens the days weeks and
months after Easter? Do we go back to the
“same old” ordinary things of life¢ Or are we
changed because of what happened on
that first Easter Sunday?

My prayer for all of us is that we live each
day as Resurrection People. The power that
rose Jesus from the dead, now resides in us
in the Holy Spirit. We have a Living Savior to
follow, Who has promised to never leave us
and we have instant access to God our
Father!

Resurrection people still deal with the
problems of daily life, we get sick and feel
tired. We can lose patience when stuck in
traffic, and experience loneliness. When we
lose a loved one to death, we grieve.

But we have a confident hope, a profound
trust, an overwhelming joy that Christ’s
victory over sin, death and evil is our victory
as well. Through faith in Him, by the grace of
God, we are living infused with resurrection
power.

With that power we will confinue to serve
others in need. With that transformational
power we have courage and humility to
share our faith with people, strangers we
meet at the grocery store, and those in our
own families. All because we no longer rely
on our strength, but on His. We can do all
that God is calling us to do to love others
through His power.

Lord Jesus, remind us daily of the resurrection
power You have given us to live fully now for
You, blessing others in Your name. Fill us with
the certain hope we have of living eternally
with You. Amen.

In Christ,
Minister Bobbie




God’s Work, Our Hands
On April 6, members of St. Luke gathered in
Memorial Hall to assemble charming stuffed
lions and lambs. These delightful creations
were shared with children during the Easter
Sunday’s children sermon. Minister Bobbie
encouraged the children by explaining that
Jesus is both the Lion and the Lamb. Each
child was able to pick out either a lion or
lamb to take home with them. Thank you
Joe Vendetti for the clever tags for each
animal.

This meaningful project was led by Hailey
Hukari through Thrivent Action Team.

On April 13, members of St. Luke gathered to
fill Easter Bunny bags, thoughtfully crafted by
Donna Biehl and Bonnie Kuser. Each bag
contained a cheerful spring kitchen towel
and a selection of special treats. These
heartfelt gifts were delivered to St. Luke
Knolls residents and shut-ins, spreading joy
and connection. This meaningful initiative
was led by Celeste Ball as part of her Thrivent
Action Team project.




Ruth Nice has successfully applied for an
Action Team grant in support of Safe Berks.
As part of this effort, we have a collection of
suitcases ready for delivery in the former
nursery school room. Additionally, Ruth has
generously purchased hygiene products,
pillows, sheets, and a variety of puzzles and
games to support those in need.

A heartfelt thank you to Pam Ferraro and
Celeste Ball for delivering a car full of these
essential items. Your kindness and dedication
are truly appreciated!
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Memorial Day Basket

Remembering Our
Veterans on
Memorial Day. Our
local Veteran's
~ group is in need of
_ specific items which
N are always a

~ challenge to keep
on hand. These items include men’s
thermals, sweatpants and crew neck
sweatshirts, sizes L — 3XL. Mike Ferraro’s
Thrivent Team has provided seed money to
purchase these items. This is in memory of
Dale Shaner, who always did a project for
veterans. If you would like to make a
donation for our Vets, please choose a tag
or two from the “Memorial Day” basket in
the Narthex. There is a container in the
Narthex to place the donations in. We will be
collecting until Sunday, May 18.

Remembering a special Veteran o1
MEMORIAL DAY!



April Atendance

April 6 53
April 13 54
April 20 98
April 27 51
2025 Yearly Average 49.5
2024 Yearly Average 50.8

Celebrate Mother's Day
With the Special Women in Your Life

Join us on Mother’s Day,
May 11, as we celebrate
A the wonderful women

= who bless our lives with

¥ love, strength, and grace.
To honor them, every
woman who attends
worship will receive a flower as a small
token of our appreciation.

We invite you to bring the special ladies in
your life—your mother, grandmother,
daughter, niece, neighbor or friend—so we
can honor and celebrate them together as
a church family. Let’s fill the sanctuary with
love and gratitude for all the incredible
women God has placed in our lives!

Geranium Orders

June 8 will be a special day at
St. Luke. We will observe
Pentecost on that day, as well
as celebrate the Affirmation of
Baptism and the Reception of
new members!

You are welcome to order red geraniums
to help decorate our chancel on that
day. The cost of each geranium is $6.50,
with checks made payable to St. Luke
Lutheran Church.  Geraniums will be
ordered from Levengood Flowers.

Please complete the order form below. A
tentative order is due May 18, and we
cannot accept orders after May 25.
Orders and payment can be placed in
the offering plate.

Many thanks!

Name:

Number of geraniums ordered:

Geraniums in honor or memory of:

PRAYER PUPS By JEFFREY SMITH

YOU MADE A GREAT CHURCH
BULLETIN THIS WEEK. BUT
YOU MISPELLED "MESSAGES."
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Calling All Knitters

Shriner's Hospital and a family
shelter need hats- newborn hats,
all sizes of children's hats, even
adult hats.

If you prefer making lap blankets
or prayer shawls, those are also requested.

Yarn is available in the room across from
Minister Bobbie's office. There is also a loom to
make hats on top of the yarn shelf.

Thank You

The exterior of St. Luke received a refreshing
makeover for spring, thanks to the generous
efforts of Dave Girton, Denny Girton, and
Tom Undercuffler. They dedicated their fime
and resources to spreading mulch
throughout the gardens, ensuring a beautiful
backdrop for the Easter celebration. A
heartfelt thank you to David, Denny, and
Tom for their hard work—it helped chase
away the lingering chill and welcome the
warmth and renewal of the season.

Dennis, and David
(Tom not pictured.)

Thank you to everyone
who attended the St. Luke
Lenten Worship services.
Following the service, a
fellowship gathering was
held, where guests
enjoyed coffee, tea, and a delightful
assortment of cookies.

We are especially grateful to Bonnie
Kuser for her hard work and dedication
in ensuring that no one went hungry.
Your kindness and effort are fruly
appreciated!

A heartfelt thank
you to Mike

I Burkhart for

S braving the wind,
cold, heat, and
rain to keep the
church sign
updated. Mike's dedication ensures
that both our members and the wider
community stay informed about all
that's happening at St. Luke.
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We also extend our gratitude to Kathy
Billger and everyone who contributed
to purchasing flowers, making our
sanctuary beautifully decorated for
Easter. Additionally, a special thanks to
our sacristan group for their ongoing
commitment to changing the
paraments each Sunday.

So many hands come together each
week to support our worship—it's
difficult to name everyone, but please
know that we are truly grateful for each
and every one of you!

We ftruly are a small church with a big
heart.



May 1
May 2
May 4
May 6

May 7
May 8

May 9

May 11
May13
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 18
May 20
May 21
May 23
May 25
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30

St. Luke Calendar

Girl Scouts 6:30 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Third Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Worship & Music 3:00 pm
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Donations 1:00-4:00 pm
CCR shopping 6:00-8:00 pm
Council Meeting 6:45 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Fourth Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR shopping 1:00-4:00 pm
Girl Scouts 6:30 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Fifth Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Shopping 1:00-4:00 pm
AA 8:30 pm

Sixth Sunday of Easter 9:30 am
Scouts 7:00 pm

CCR Shopping 1:00-4:00 pm
Girl Scouts 6:30 pm

AA 8:30 pm

Sponsors
There are open slofts for sponsoring the
Flowers, Communion Elements,
Sanctuary Lamp and Bulletins for our
weekly worship services in 2025.

Communion Elements, Sanctuary
Lamp and Bulletins are a $10 donation.
Flowers are purchased and brought to
the sanctuary. Please see the sponsor
form on the bulletin board for open
dates or call the church office if you
would like to sponsor a date. You can
always put a note in Marsha's mailbox
in the library.

"It's hard o beat a person who never gives up.”

- Babe Ruth

May 1
May 6
May 12
May 14
May 22
May 24
May 27
May31

Wedding Anniversaries

(e

Paul & Lori Lyons

Mike & Pam Ferraro
Dennis & Karen Girton
Gary & Linda Fronheiser
Larry & Bonnie Kuser
Rocky & Brenda Butcher
Terry & Pat Conrad
David & Donna Conrad

If you celebrate an anniversary but it is not listed or have any
other corrections, please contact the church office.

May Birthdays
May 1 Bill Christy
May 4 Margaret Girton
Dorothy Stasik
May 6 Doug Girton
May 7 Joy Moyer
May 9 Alexander Gregory
Danielle Smith
May 12 Darby Taylor
May 17 Gene Levengood
May 18 Terry Conrad
Wayne Dreyman
Cory Shalaway
May 19 Cory Smoyer
May 21 Bill Christy
May 22 Bryce Barr
May 23 Karen Girton
May 26 Norman Gephart
May 29 Archer Taylor
May 30 Dorothy Girton
May 31 Brendan Rome

"Happiness is like jam. You can't spread
even a little without getting some on
yourself."—Anonymous




- St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
o7 36 Wilson Ave., PO Box 338
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

Council Meeting Minutes

Date: March13, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 6:50 pm by Leslie Romasco.

Donna Biehl was appointed by the council president to record the
minutes of the meeting due to the absence of the secretary.

Attendance: Minister Bobbie Hoffman, Leslie Romasco, Scott
Moyer, John Bealer, Donna Biehl, Mike Ferraro, David Girton,
Vince Harris, Pete Huber, Bonnie Kuser, and Joe Vendetti.

Excused: Pam Reifsnyder, Tom Undercuffler and David Janzow.

Adoption of Current Agenda
The agenda for the meeting was approved with a motion by
Vince Harris and second by Mike Ferraro. The motion passed.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting of February 13, 2025 were
approved with a motion by Dave Girton and second by Vince
Harris. The motion passed.

Devotions were led by Mike Ferraro.
Sharing was held.

Unfinished/Old Business
Stewardship — Stewardship Committee met and discussed ideas

and looked at resources for the 2026 campaign. Next meeting
scheduled for April 21, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Church Rental Agreement — Ongoing project.

Thrivent Contributions — Scott asked Council to think about ideas
for Thrivent contributions before the next Council meeting. A
suggestion was made to donate annually to a charity (non-profit,
benevolence).

AED - Vince reported that the last payment for our AED
Maintenance Management Program was made in 2022.
Therefore, currently we are not in the program. The maintenance
program provides for replacement of parts and inspection after
use. The cost of the program is $295.00/year. The life span of the
AED unit is 18-20 years, so our unit will probably need to be
replaced in approximately 7-8 years. The cost of a new unit is
$2,500-$3,000. Vince will also look into AED training.

Vince made a motion to add the AED Maintenance Management
Program fee to the annual budget going forward. Bonnie Kuser
seconded and the motion was passed. Vince also made a motion
to pay the 2025 invoice in the amount of $295 for one year,
which will then start our AED Maintenance Management
Program effective March 1, 2025. Mike Ferraro seconded and the
motion was passed.

Updating Church Directory — Ongoing project.

Carillon — An email was sent to Council for review prior to
Thursday’s meeting by Scott Moyer regarding what is necessary
for St. Luke’s Carillon to operate again. Council is in favor of
moving forward with this project. There is currently $5,500 in the
Carillon fund and the cost of installation of the new unit is
$13,530. Vince and Debbie Harris have graciously agreed to

contribute, from Betty Shank’s memorial fund, to the cost.

Pastor’s Report - Bobbie Hoffman reported that she has made 15
pastoral care calls since last meeting. She is following up with
members regarding their spiritual gift questionnaires. Bobbie is
also scheduling the Affirmation of Faith for the Ramos
confirmands, a new member service and a baptism.

Treasurer’s Report — Scott reviewed the report with Council.

Committees
Worship & Music — No meeting held in March.

Evangelism — The committee did meet to discuss goals for 2025.
They are currently working on information cards to be placed in
the communion card slots at each pew.

Social Ministry — A written report was submitted.

Property Committee — It was shared with Council that St. Luke
was contacted by a parent whose sons had to complete a few
hours of community service. Tom Undercuffler reached out to the
father and the boys cleaned up the twigs and branches located on
St Luke’s property.

Finance — Pete Huber shared with Council, the minutes from the
March 11, 2025 committee meeting. He recommended
consolidation of the 100™ Anniversary Fund and Parking Lot
Fund into the Checking Reserve Fund within our Vanguard
Account. Council approved this recommendation.

Endowment — The committee is accepting endowment
applications.

Christian Ed — A committee meeting will be scheduled.

Organizations
Scouts/Girl Scouts — Scott shared that 4 scouts will be
transferring from New Hanover to St. Luke.

Community Connections/St. Luke Knolls — An architect was
selected to move forward with the expansion of St. Luke Knolls.

New Business

Office Administrator — Marsha Staub has notified St. Luke that
she plans to retire as of November 1, 2025. Leslie is working
with Bobbie to find Marsha’s replacement. This process will
begin soon as the plan is to have Marsha train the new
Administrator before she leaves. Council is appreciative of all
that Marsha has done for St. Luke during her tenure at St. Luke.
She has indeed been a valuable asset.

Adjournment — Bonnie Kuser moved to adjourn the meeting at
9:15 pm. Pete Huber seconded the motion, and the motion
passed.

We concluded with prayer by Mike Ferraro

Our next meeting is Thursday, April 10, 2025

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Biehl
Acting Secretary of Church Council



Worship Leader Schedule

Worshi Office
Date orsnip Lector Ushers Audio Visual !
Leader Volunteer
May 4 Rev. Kim Leslie Gary Fronheiser Ron Ball Donna Biehl
Y Truebenbach | Romasco Ron Hukari (May 1)
Min. Bobbie Pat Dave Girton . Cindy Bealer
May 11 Hoffman Hallman Pete Huber Mike Ferraro May 8)
Mav 18 Min. Bobbie Dave Ron Hukari Ron Hukari Pat Hallman
Y Hoffman Janzow Dave Janzow (May 15)
Min. Bobbie Kathy Larry Billger Donna Biehl
May 25 Hoffman Billger Terry Conrad Ron Bal May 22)
Sacristan for May—Val Schlegel

Confirmation/New Member Sunday .
Do we have any \isitors
Our confirmands, Carter and Azlyn Ramus with vs this morning 2

will be receiving the Affirmation of Baptism
during worship on Pentecost (June 8). We
will also have a recognition of new members
followed by refreshments and food that
same Sunday. If you would like to become
a member, please call Minister Bobbie at
610-999-0173, the church at 610-367-9738 or
email Minister Bobbie at
minister_bobbie@outlook.com prior to

June 8.

ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH

§ 35 Wilson Ave., P.O. Box 338
' Gilbertsville PA, 19512

610-367-9738
stluke19525@outlook.com

stlukegilbertsville.org



https://stlukegilbertsville.org/home

