
        Thank you for Serving! 
                    Today – August 16 Next Sunday – August 23 
ITURGIST: Ross Mecham  
USHERS: Betty Semones & Tina Martin Diann Eaton & Patsy Sparks 
ACOLYTES: Ellie Johnson Owen Kersey 
SECURITY TEAM: Jim Mattox & Tom Bell    Jim Mattox & Tom Bell 
ALTAR TEAM: Mike & Sherri Derflinger Mike & Sherri Derflinger 

 

This Week at St. Paul 
Sun, Aug 16 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service  
Youth Group Starts Back 

9:00AM-9:50AM 
10:00AM 
5:30PM-7:30PM 

Mon, Aug 17 Baby Shop 
Council, JOY Classroom 

9:30AM-12:00PM 
7:00PM 

Tues, Aug 18 Christiansburg Lions Club, FH 6:30PM-8:30PM 
Sat, Aug 22 Council Planning Session             9:00AM-1:00PM 

 

Next Week  
Sun, Aug 23 Frank Wickham & JOY Classes 

Worship Service  
Church-Wide Picnic, FH and Outside  

9:00AM- 9:50AM 
10:00AM 
5:00PM-7:00PM 

Mon, Aug 24 Pastor Mike Out of Office 
September Newsletter Submissions Due 

 
3:30PM 

Tues, Aug 25   Baby Shop 9:30AM-12:00PM 
Wed, Aug 26  Chancel Choir Resumes 7:15PM 
Sat, Aug 29 Alta Mons Day, Camp Alta Mons Shawsville 

Activity Building Reserved 
10:00AM-4:00PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

August 16, 2026                                                                                        Ten O’Clock 
Please ask an usher for assistance for handicap access. 
Please turn your cell phone off or mute during worship. 

 

*Please stand for these acts of worship as you are able. 
 

Welcome to worship! Today, we are looking at Matthew 19:27-30 and invite you to 
read it before we begin. We will explore what it means to trust God with our sacrifices 
and our relationships, and to find our true security not in what we hold onto, but in 
what we are willing to let go. 
 

Gathering & Prelude                  “The Church In The Wildwood”                   Dr. William S. Pitts  
                                                         “He Keeps Me Singing”                                     L.B. Bridgets                 
                                                                               Carolyn Mills pianist, Brandis Godwin violinist 
                                                                                             

Welcome                                                                                                       Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                          Liturgist Ross Mecham   
     Leader: "We’ve left it all behind to follow you," Peter said. "What's in it for us?" 
     People: Jesus answers us with a promise: nothing given up for love is ever truly lost. 
     Leader: Jesus takes our small surrenders and returns them a hundred times over. 
     People: He takes our obsession with wanting to be the focus and turns it upside down. 
     All: Come, let’s worship God who puts the last first and rewrites our stories with grace. 
 

*Hymn                                       ♫191 “Jesus Loves Me”, vv.1,3               Liturgist Ross Mecham  
♫77 “How Great Thou Art”, vv.1,4 

    

*Affirmation of Faith                         The Great Reversal                         Liturgist Ross Mecham 
     We believe in the One who unties our tightly closed hands, inviting us to a Gamble,  
to follow into the unknown. 
     We confess our anxious grip on status and stone, forgetting that what we hold too  
tightly is only dust in the wind of the Spirit. 
Yet we trust the great and holy reversal: that every loss endured for His name, 
every decision to side with God, every moment willingly given for the sake of 
the Resurrected One, is gathered into a result beyond our wildest dreams,  
and every surrender is an opening for grace. 
     We throw our lives into this wild kingdom, where the forgotten are called to the front,  
where the proud step down from their towers, and the last become the first to taste life. 
     We look forward to the dawn of the Reversal, when the reality of the Throne of Glory  
will shatter our nights, and the faithful who walked through the shadows will inherit the  
sunrise of eternal life. 
 

Children’s Message                                The Line Game                            Pastor Mike Derflinger 
Children may go to Children’s Church afterwards. 

Our Church Staff 
Mike Derflinger, Pastor, mikederflinger@vaumc.org, 540-631-4469 

Carol Slaughter, Administrative Assistant, office@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-382-2410 
Ashley Johnson, Director of Youth Ministries, youth@stpaulvaumc.org, 540-250-5587 

Carolyn Mills, Organist & Director of Choirs, organist@stpaulvaumc.org 
Robin Raines, Custodian, rainesrobin88@yahoo.com 

Saint Paul United Methodist Church 
220 West Main Street, Christiansburg, VA 24073 

 
 
 

    
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaulvaumc.org/


Announcements                                                                                            Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns                                                                     Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Unison Prayer                                                                                               Liturgist Ross Mecham 
     Merciful God, we confess our attachment to the temporary things of this world.  
We cling to our possessions, our status, and our comforts. Forgive our self-reliance  
and our anxious calculations and remind us of the true wealth found in Your Kingdom. 
 
Individual, silent confessions 
Words of Pardon and Assurance                                                                         
Intercessory Prayer (Response: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer) 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)                                              
 
Scripture                                                 Matthew 19:27-30                       Liturgist Ross Mecham 
 
Meditation                                             No Greater Reward                      Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
Hymn    ♫398 “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”, vv.1,3,4,5 
 
Meditation                                                A New Family 
 
Hymn    ♫606 “Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine”, all vv.  
 

Stewardship Minute 
 
Offertory Prayer                                                                                   Liturgist Ross Mecham           
     Gracious God, You are the Giver of all good things, the source of wisdom and 
understanding. Please receive our gifts and gratitude for your abundant blessings,  
the gift of knowledge, the joy of learning, and the opportunity to grow in your grace 
educationally and spiritually. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Offertory                                  “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”              Charles C. Converse  
                                                                               Carolyn Mills pianist, Brandis Godwin violinist  
 
*Doxology 
 
*Hymn                             ♫664 “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”, both vv. 
 
*Benediction                                                                                                 Pastor Mike Derflinger 
 
*Postlude                                          “Living For Jesus”                                   Harold C.  Lowden  
                                          “Give Of Your Best To The Master”                            Charles Barnard 
                                                                               Carolyn Mills pianist, Brandis Godwin violinist 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

If you are new to St. Paul, we hope you will worship with us again very soon. 
To catch all our previous services, please go to our YouTube Channel 

StPaulUMCChristiansburgVA.   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________          

Text: Matthew 19:27-30 
One of the themes of the text is rewards. What two things does Peter claim the disciples have 
done in verse 27?  _______________________ and ________________________. 
 

This text is part of a larger section, Matt. 19: 16-30. Jesus’ “everyone who has left houses…” 
promise reads like it is a universal promise, not just to people who practice a radical discipleship 
such as missionaries and martyrs but widening the scope to all believers who prioritize Him over 
earthly ties. How does Jesus’ inclusion impact you? ___________________________________ 
 

We are reminded that we need not fear that sacrifices go unnoticed. How does this impact your 
faith walk and your understanding of what it means to be a Christian? _____________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am so ready for chancel choir to begin our 2026-2027 singing time together! Please think 
about joining us as we begin our rehearsals on August 26th from 7:15- 8:30p.m. in the 
chancel choir room on first floor. I have so much missed our time! Oh, how I hope others will 
join us!  You are missing some good times with great people if you stay away.   
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  Serve the Lord with gladness: come before His 
presence with singing.” Psalm 100 begins this way and doesn’t say a thing about perfection, so 
“I can’t sing” cannot be an excuse. We all can “make a joyful noise”. Come join us! Contact 
Carolyn Mills. 
 
Nurture Bike Group – Save the Dates!  
Plan ahead now for the final bike rides of the year! Locations will be decided and announced   
closer to each date: 
September 12th, 10:00AM 
October 11th, 10:00AM 
 
Youth Group starts this evening for the new school year! 
5:30 - 7:30pm, dinner is provided 
Grades 6th - 12th.  All are welcome! 
Pickup/drop off at the playground entrance of St. Paul.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PRAYER LIST – Team Matthew is our Caring Team this week 
SPUMC Congregation, friends, family members and neighbors 

Cancer Patients:  
Rob Bedford, Kathy G. Davis, Jamie Epperly, Jan Jackson, Susan Perry  
 

Parkinson’s: Jim Clark 
 

Alzheimer’s: Roger Woolwine 
Kenny J.  
 

Health Issues: Bob Dickenson, Ed Hayes, Jim Mattox, Vicki Sciarretta, Bill & Peggy Streich 
Ginger Barton-multiple fractures in lower back (sister of Peggy Chafin), Mike & Caren 
Gallimore, Steven Hall (Carol’s older brother) 
 

Praises: Debra Scanland (friend of Priscilla Rollins), she is doing well  
 

Anticipating Surgery: Issac Johnson, ear surgery on 8/18, Carilion NRV 
 

Recuperating from Surgery at Home:  
Harold Spencer, Denise Spencer’s dad 
 

Grieving: Friends & Family of Marjorie Modlin 

If you wish to place someone on the prayer list for prayer only, please contact the church office, or write 
their name on the attendance pad with “prayer” after their name. If a person would like to receive 
ministry from our caring teams (cards, phone calls, visits, food, etc.) please list an address/phone number 
for our caring teams. Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance August 9, 2026 
In-Person 

Adults 
Children’s 

Church 
Livestreaming 

(Real Time) 
YouTube 

(Recorded) 
Total 

Worship 
64 16 9 72 161 

August Stewardship 
AMOUNT NEEDED FOR AUGUST $32,500. We have five Sundays in August. 

August Offering Counters: Wayne Bishop, Doris Elliott 

TOTAL AUGUST STEWARDSHIP                   08/09                       Total 
General Fund – Offerings and Loose Plate $17,000 $19,244.16 
General Fund – Online Giving $1,093.53 $1,723.75 

 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS AUGUST                       08/09                      Total 
Communion Offering (Alta Mons) $45 $115 
Baby Shop $280 $340 
MCEAP $250 $250 
Volunteers in Mission $160 $160 

 

St Paul envisions 
“Growing into a most Vibrant, Joyful Christian Community, 

Unified in Loving Service to our Neighbors, for the Glory of God.” 
--Vision Statement, approved by Church Council, 2018— 

 

Phone: (540)382-2410 Fax: (540)382-1373 
Church Website: www.stpaulvaumc.org 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9:00AM – 3:30PM 

Please remember our members and neighbors in assisted living: 
 

Kroontje Health Care Center, 1000 Litton Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060  
Ruth Boothe, rm 308, Cell: 919-906-5097 

 

English Meadows, 3400 South Point Dr., Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Wayne & Dolores Brockenbrough, Apt.217 

Margaret Woolwine, rm. 235 
 

Commonwealth Senior Living, 201 Wheatland Ct., Christiansburg, VA 24073 
Bonnie Cochran, rm. 208 
Mary Childress, rm. 113 

 

328 Fieldstone Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Kathy Davis  

(540-250-2163 - mail cards to Rachel Link, 1534 Catawba Rd., Blacksburg, VA 24060) 
 

Manchester Commons – Woodside Place, 6351 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505  
Roger & Brenda Woolwine, Brenda’s Cell Number: 540-320-0986 

 
And our dear friends and neighbors: 

 

650 N Jefferson St., Apt. 218, Roanoke, VA 24016 
Former Pastor: Rev. Art & Willie Wingfield 



Birthday Celebrations this week – Brian DeHart on August 16th; Rosa Griffith on August 18th; 
Kevin Cox on August 19th; Dale Huff, Jr. on August 20th; Charles Childress & Bobby Swain, Jr 
on August 21st; Shirley Hodge on August 22nd.                                           Happy Birthday to all! 
 
Wedding Anniversary Celebrations this week – Doug & Penny Kanney on August 17th.  
                                                                                                                        Happy Anniversary!                             
 
Church-wide Picnic Sunday, August 23rd 5 - 7pm Fellowship Hall/Playground area 
Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
Fun, fellowship, games - all are welcome! This is a joint effort between UMM, Frank Wickham 
class, Nurture and Youth. Thanks to all who help make this picnic possible. 
 
Alta Mons District Day Saturday, August 29th 10am - 4pm 
2842 Crocket Springs Rd, Shawsville VA, Worship - 11am, Potluck lunch to follow 
Swimming, wagon rides, bounce house, swing shot, etc. All are invited! 
 
Looking Ahead: 
Monday, August 17 – 7:00PM. Council Meeting, JOY Classroom. 

Tuesday, August 18 – 6:00PM. Outreach Team.  

Saturday, August 22 –  9:00AM-1:00PM. Council Planning Session. 

Sunday, August 23 – 5:00PM-7:00PM. Church-Wide Picnic. 

Monday, August 24 – 3:30PM. September Newsletter articles due. 

Wednesday, August 26 – 7:15PM. Chancel Choir starts back. 

Tuesday, September 1 – 7:00PM. Community Hand Bells starts back, rm 301.  

 
Wonderful Wednesdays will resume September 9th. A full schedule from our Nurture Team 
will be available soon. 
  
Can we sing your favorite hymn or song in August and September?  Write the titles  
on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate or email it to Pastor Mike at  
MikeDerflinger@vaumc.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul Scheduling Survey 
This survey is to assist our staff, committees and council with planning and we are asking for 
your feedback.  This is NOT a commitment, just information that will give us some help with 
scheduling.  We would love to hear from everyone – all ages, long-time members, those new to 
the congregation, etc.  Everyone’s voice matters! 
 

Name:          
 

When would you be most likely to attend events at St. Paul UMC? (check all that apply) 
Early AM Morning  Afternoon Evening Late evening 
(7 – 9am) (9am – noon) (12 – 3pm) (4 – 7pm) (7 – 9pm) 

Sunday  _______ ________ _______ ________ _______  
Monday _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
Tuesday _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
Wednesday _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
Thursday _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
Friday  _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
Saturday _______ ________ _______ ________ _______ 
 

Would you be interested in attending studies at St. Paul? 
________  Yes, I’m interested in long-term studies. (ex: Bible study every week, year round) 

________  Yes, I’m interested in short-term studies (ex: 6 week Lenten study). 

________  No, I’m not interested in attending studies at St. Paul at this time.  
 
Any additional comments:   
               
               
 
Please return in the offering plate or in Ashley Johnson’s mailbox (by the church office 
door) by Friday, August 21st. 

    


