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Hello, we’re Helen and Simon.

Thank you for checking out our place, The Old Cow Shed. You can find most 
things you might need by heading to www.oldcowshed.com, but if there is 
anything we have missed, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

We are here most of the time - setting up events, taking them down, hosting 
shoots and workshops - so if you fancy a nosey, simply let us know and we 
will book you in. You are also very welcome to come and stay in one of our 
fab properties and get the full experience ahead of the big day!

This brochure offers a guide as to how it all works at the Shed. We always try 
to keep things simple (less stressful) so hopefully it will help...
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http://www.oldcowshed.com


How Much?

There are two main booking options at the Shed, depending on when you’d like to 
hire it. The most popular is the weekend hire, which gives you the whole site from 
Friday 12pm to Sunday 12pm. It offers a perfect party vibe, allowing you to enjoy 
the night before with family and friends - decorating tables, popping Proscecco or 
chilling in the hot tub. 

The other option is to hire the Shed in all its glory on a Wednesday. Yes, it’s 
midweek, but not everyone is free on a Saturday, and at a cheaper price it could be 
worth considering if you are on a budget.

*Please note, between November and March the outdoor areas
are not as accessible (because its cold!) For this reason, 
prices are reduced to £6499 for the BW and £4499 for MBM 
(not including Xmas and NYE). Max number of guests is 70.

BIG WEEKENDER
ALL WEEKEND HIRE

(12PM FRI - 12PM SUN)
OF COWSHED, COURTYARD

AND PADDOCK
(LOOS INCLUDED)

 
SET UP FOR UP TO 120 GUESTS*

(UP TO 150 IN THE EVENING)

2 NIGHTS STAY IN THE BIG BARN
(4 DOUBLE ROOMS)

FREE PARKING

 
NOVEMBER - MARCH 

£6,499

APRIL & OCTOBER 
£8,499

MAY - SEPTEMBER 
£9,499

MIDWEEK BUT MIGHTY
WEDNESDAY HIRE

(9AM WED - 11AM THUR)
OF COWSHED, COURTYARD

AND PADDOCK 
(LOOS INCLUDED)

SET UP FOR UP TO 120 GUESTS*
(UP TO 150 IN THE EVENING) 

1 NIGHT STAY IN THE BIG BARN
(4 DOUBLE ROOMS)

 FREE PARKING

  
NOVEMBER - MARCH 

£4,499

APRIL & OCTOBER
£5,999

MAY - SEPTEMBER
£6,499



So let’s get to the nitty-gritty. When you hire the 
Shed for your wedding/event/function you are 
getting exclusive use of...

•	 The Shed (13m x 6m; 70 dining capacity, 120 
max for ceremony - incl. bride + groom)

•	 The Courtyard (21m x 17m; 120 max for 
dining and ceremony. This is where you’ll find 
the Shed Bar and the loos)

•	 The Paddock (BIG field next to Shed, approved 
for outdoor ceremonies. Ideal space for 
welcome drinks and perfect for a tipi/marquee 
if required. Seating and fire-pit included)

•	 The Big Barn (4 double-bedroom 
accommodation for the wedding party)

•	 Loos (unisex toilets next to the Shed)
•	 The Shed Bar and alfresco Rocky’s Bar
•	 free parking

What do I get for my money?

We provide tables and chairs for all guests; 
there are vintage tables and sofas if required; 
ceremony benches; fancy festoon lighting inside 
and out; as well as outdoor seating. We are kid 
friendly, dog friendly, and here to help wherever 
we can.

Not only that, but you get
•	 a wine tasting evening to try packages
•	 no minimum spend at the Shed Bar
•	 as many site visits as you need
•	 as much support as you need from the Shed 

team via telephone or email
•	 supplier recommendations and liaison
•	 use of grounds for photographs
•	 licence for entertainment and bar



That depends entirely on you! The 
Shed, Courtyard and Paddock are all 
licenced for ceremonies, and can all 
accommodate up to 120 guests (our 
maximum) for the nuptials.

As for the wedding breakfast, the Shed 
can seat up to 70 guests, whereas the 
Courtyard and Paddock can seat up 
to 120. If you are thinking 70 guests 
or less, you have the choice of scoffing 
anywhere, but anymore than that and 
you will have to set up your wedding 
feast in the Courtyard or in the 
Paddock’s green fields.
 

There is plenty of space outside, so 
if you are thinking of eating alfresco 
(maybe bring some brollies to be safe), 
or you fancy hiring a tipi or marquee, 
we won’t stop you. We have some great 
contacts should you need them. 
 
We are more than happy to help you 
work out the best layout for your day. 
We are here to guide, so please ask. 

All tables, chairs, benches and festoon 
lighting are included. You just need 
to bring the styling shizzle. (See next 
page for our own Holy Cow package.)

Where do we marry, eat and party?

Blonde Shot



This is your vision entirely, so let your creativity run free. However, if you do feel 
slightly overwhelmed by it all, have no fear. Opt for the Holy Cow Package and 
have the most fabulous look created for you - and all without lifting a finger. The 
package has been put together by award-winning, style queen Junie Poonie.
To find out more, head to www.oldcowshed.com/holycow.

Do you do any of the styling?

http://oldcowshed.com/holycow


Do you offer any other packages?

Yes. The Shed does offer two more options - I Do Like Mondays and Shotgun 
Wedding. These are our lowest priced packages, and may suit you and your 
wedding needs, especially if staying in the various Old Cow Shed accommodation 
is not something you require. If you would like to find out more about either, 
please get in touch and we’d be happy to talk you through how each works.

I DO LIKE MONDAYS
MONDAY HIRE

(9AM - MIDNIGHT)
OF COWSHED, COURTYARD

AND PADDOCK 
(LOOS INCLUDED)

SET UP IN THE SHED &
COURTYARD

FOR UP TO 120 GUESTS

A NIGHT STAY IN A SHEPHERDS HUT
FOR THE HAPPY COUPLE

 FREE PARKING

  
ALL YEAR 
£3,999

SHOTGUN WEDDING
MONDAY - THURSDAY HIRE

(11AM - 4PM)
OF COWSHED, COURTYARD

AND PADDOCK
(LOOS INCLUDED)

 
CEREMONY FOR UP TO 120 GUESTS 

FOLLOWED BY

DRINKS RECEPTION IN
COURTYARD AND PADDOCK 

OPTIONAL DRINKS PACKAGES & NIBBLES

FREE PARKING

 
ALL YEAR 
£1,999



Super Suppliers

We have a Little Black Book of wedding suppliers - all of whom have been booked 
at one time or another by our fabulous couples, and who really impressed us 
when they came. For the full list, please visit www.oldcowshed.com/suppliers. 
See below for a few to wet your appetite.

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Blonde Shot
Shoot It Momma Photography
Hannah Hall Photography
Vicki Clayson Photography

STYLING & PLANNING
Junie Poonie
TARA/KNOTT
Boomting Bunting
 
EXTRA BITS 
OH SNAP!
The Lux Booth
Bouncy Kings
9 Hole Event Hire
Mucky Paws Dog Chaperone
Ricky Locke Magician/Emcee
 
STREET FOOD GRUB & PUDS
Chez Sebastien Artisan Pizza
The Burgerologist
Tacoporium
Phata-Phat Indian Street Food
Lemon Grove Catering Company
Jenni & Ice Cream

HAIR & MAKE-UP
Helena Shakespeare
Makeup By Liv
Linzi Loops
Tanya Smith Hair Design

CAKES
Oh My Cakery
Cakes By Sophie Page
BakerLu

FLORISTS
The Flower Plant
The Fancy Flower Shop
Designer Daisies
Georgia Joy Floral Design

SIGN WRITING & STATIONERY
Inviting Writing
Allie Paints Signs
Rise And Signs
Millie Stone UK
 
CELEBRANTS 
Polly Miller Celebrant
Kickass Gatherings
 
SONG AND DANCE 
PianoCole
Fay Donaldson - Sax/Flute/DJ
Ash Francis Wedding Singer
The Burgundys
Beato Burrito
Synergy Live Band
Stone Meadow Band
English House Mafia DJs
TMW Productions DJ

Shoot It Mamma Photography

https://www.oldcowshed.com/suppliers


Our Catering Friends
Who’s cooking?

We understand that you want to put 
your own stamp on the day, and food 
and drink is such an important part of 
that. Sharing gorgeous grub with your 
nearest and dearest has to be spot on. 
We have a preferred list (see opposite) 
of amazing catering teams, who can 
deliver the very best in wedding fodder 
- from fine dining to dirty burgers. 
 
If you have another caterer in mind, 
that’s OK. But they will only get access 
to the Shed kitchen after paying the 
‘Cooking & Cleaning’ fee to cover use 
of facilities and extra cleaning. If you 
don’t want to pay this, make sure they 
are mobile!

Black Peppermint specialise in everything from 
a bespoke plated three-course menu to a good ol’ 
proper British BBQ. The super experienced and 
award-winning team will look after you from start to 
finish. Delicious food and fabulous staff.

Mrs Bridges Tearooms have been providing a 
bespoke wedding catering service for over 20 years. 
With one of the friendliest teams looking after you - 
serving tasty, simple and honestly-priced food - you’d 
be mad not to check these Leicester folk out.

ABJ Catering is there to help ‘from planning to 
plate’. The team bring all the inspiration from their 
years of experience in catering and in some of the 
UK’s most loved restaurants. If you are looking 
for a crew renowned for their friendly service and 
wholesome food, Adam and co. are for you.

Caterly select street food vendors who deliver high-
quality delicious food and exemplary customer 
service. Whether you fancy Indian, Mexican, 
Mediterranean, Fish + Chips (the list goes on...) they 
have you covered.

Food lovers with a passion for preparing ‘proper’ 
meals - catering for fine dining or simple staples, 
large or small. Backed by a team of terrific chefs and 
front of house staff, Ben’s Kitchen provides locally 
sourced food of the highest quality.

Thomas the Caterer has spent over a decade blowing 
couples and wedding guests away with stunning 
bespoke menus (and winning heaps of awards too). 
Think something a little different from the usual 
wedding breakfast - dishes that WOW all year round.

http://blackpeppermint.com
http://blackpeppermint.com
https://www.oldcowshed.com/caterers
https://www.blackpeppermint.com
https://mrsbridgestearooms.co.uk
https://www.thetenuk.com/our-food-operators/
https://www.thomasthecaterer.co.uk


The Big Barn 

The glorious Big Barn offers completely 
unique accommodation for those 
getting married at the Shed. It is 
literally next door to the venue, so you 
can just fall into bed as soon as you 
have finished your last dance!

Accommodation

It includes a large bridal suite and 
three more double rooms. There is also 
a kitchen, enormous dining room, a 
snug by the fire and large reception 
room. 

The Big Barn is 
self-catering, and 
has everything 
you need to cook 
up a storm, so 
please feel free 
to get an Ocado 
delivered in time 
for your arrival!
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More accommodation Where else is there to stay?

If your guests need somewhere to lay their heads for the night, there 
are a handful of hotels in Melton Mowbray, as well as nearby Bed & 
Breakfasts and Holiday Cottages. We have listed some here....

If you need more accommodation, there are three ‘Carry-on-Camping’ 
Shepherd Huts on site (Sid James, Kenneth Williams and Barbara 
Windsor), as well as Lovers Lodge (NEW for 2026).

The Shepherd Huts sleep two (king-size beds) and include a wood-
burning stove, small kitchen counter and fridge, comfy seating, table 
and chairs and all the basic bits you will need to eat and drink. There 
is even a small patio area with seating and fire-pit.

Lovers Lodge is a three bedroom cottage recently renovated for the 
Old Cow Shed. The Lodge sleeps 5 maximum, and is just a few minutes 
stroll from the venue. Perfect for those wanting to be close by.

Hotels
Premier Inn Melton Mowbray Hotel
Harboro Hotel
Best Western Sysonby Knoll Hotel
Quorn Lodge Hotel 
Scalford Country House Hotel

B&Bs and Cottages
Tresillian House
Thorpegate Lodge
Old Guadaloupe Farm and Cottage
Knotting Hill Barn House

Please ask for a full listing.



ACCESS
When can we access the venue?
If you have weekend hire, the site is available from 12pm Friday. Our 
gates open at 7am each morning and shut at 10pm (except for event 
nights when they close at 12:30am). Should you need access outside of 
these hours, ask for the gate code. 

If you have mid-week hire (Wednesday), access is from 9am on 
Wednesday morning.
 
I’m staying in the Big Barn/one of the Huts. What time do I 
have to check-out?
For those staying over the weekend, please leave no later than 12pm 
on Sunday. If you are staying midweek, you must check-out by 11am on 
Thursday.

What security do you have?
The farm entrance is gated and cannot be accessed between 10pm and 
7am without a code. There is also CCTV which monitors the driveway 
and yard. Myself and my family are onsite (main farmhouse) and are 
always keeping an eye on things.

Is there parking available?
Yes. There is oodles of parking in the main car park. You may park in 
front of the Big Barn, but the area infront of the venue must be kept 
clear (there are ‘No Parking’ signs here). This is for catering vans, 
supplier access, as well as emergency vehicles should they need to be 
called out.

Frequently asked questions

PAYMENT 
How do we pay and secure our booking?
Once you have decided on your date and you are happy with the 
costs, we will send you our Terms & Conditions and Booking Form 
to complete. Once returned, we can send the invoice for a 50% non-
refundable deposit (or two separate payments of 25% each). You will 
have 7 days to pay this. Please note we cannot secure your booking if 
we do not receive payment. If no payment is received in 7 days, the 
date will become available again to others.

Can I pay with a card?
Yes. If you prefer to pay with a debit or credit card you can. However, it 
will incur a charge of 2.5% for each transaction.

When do we pay the balance?
You will receive a final invoice 12 weeks before your wedding/event. It 
will include the final 50% hire fee, plus a security deposit. Again you 
will have 7 days to pay this from date of receipt. It is around this time 
we will ask you for your final details - timings, supplier list, set up etc.

What is the security deposit?
A £500 deposit is required prior to your event date. This is completely, 
100% fully refundable as long as no damage or loss of property has 
taken place during your event. The deposit will be returned to you 
within 7 days of your hire date.

Do your prices include VAT?
Yes. All our prices are inclusive of VAT.



VENUE
What comes with the hire of the Old Cow Shed?
You don’t just hire the Shed, when you hire the Shed. You are also 
getting the amazing four-bedroomed Big Barn; the ‘under-cover’ 
Courtyard; the Shed Bar; free parking; and the big, green Paddock 
with Patio to surround yourself with the countryside! As well as this 
we supply vintage trestle tables and wooden chairs for dining; vintage 
sofas, additional seating for outdoor areas and wooden benches for 
ceremonies. There are unisex and disabled toilets next to the Shed, 
and plenty of festoon indoor and outdoor lighting.

We are essentially a ‘dry hire,’ so what you see is what you get. This 
way you get to put a truly unique stamp on your day. If, however, 
you want to take advantage of our own styling package, head to 
oldcowshed.com/holycow to find out more.

Can we get married in Winter?
Yes you can. But because we don’t want anyone to catch their death, 
we restrict numbes to 70 from November to March, with everything 
taking place in the Shed itself. For this reason the prices are reduced, 
unless your big day is taking place over Xmas or NYE.

Do you have any suppliers you would recommend?
Indeed! We have had some incredible wedding suppliers come 
through our doors, and we can hand on heart recommend all of them. 
Just visit oldcowshed.com/suppiers to see our Little Black Book and 
check out our list of recommended suppliers.

Are we allowed to use confetti or fireworks?
Only if the confetti is environmentally friendly and decomposable. 
If not be warned - £150 will be deducted from your security deposit. 
And it is a no to fireworks I am afraid....the local farmers would have 
our guts for garters!

Can we smoke at the Shed?
We don’t like to be the smoke police, but after picking up cigarette 
butt after cigarette butt, the Old Cow Shed has become a smoke-
free venue. However, if you really need to smoke or vape, you 
can do so in the designated areas, where all cigarettes must be 
extinguished in fire buckets and ash trays provided. If guests do 
not follow this policy, it is £150 off the deposit.

Are you dog friendly?
We are. Friendly, well-trained dogs are more than welcome. Be 
aware that there could be sheep and cows grazing nearby, so dogs 
must be kept under control at all times.

FOOD & DRINK
Can I choose my own caterer?
We have a list of our preferred caterers, which we think gives 
our couples a mix of tastes, styles and budgets, so you can find 
whatever it is that you are looking for. We believe that sharing 
delicious food and a glass of wine around the table with loved ones 
is the best. Every team on our list can accomplish this for you.

If you have found some taste sensation not on our recommended 
list, that is absolutely fine. But please note that they will not have 
access to the Shed kitchen without paying the ‘Cooking & Cleaning’ 
fee. If you prefer not to pay it, make sure they are mobile! We 
would also need to contact them ahead of your event/wedding to go 
through the Old Cow Shed ts & cs.

Don’t forget about the evening food either. If you are looking for 
inspiration, we have listed some of our favourites in our Little 
Black Book online.

http://oldcowshed.com/holycow
http://oldcowshed.com/gallery
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Do you provide the wine and fizz?
Yes, we offer a range of wine and fizz packages for your wedding feast. 
Please ask for more information. If you intend to bring your own, we 
charge corkage per bottle (£15 per bottle of wine; £20 per bottle of 
sparkling). We provide all glassware with our packages, as well as 
bottle coolers, water jugs and tumblers for the tables.

The Shed also provides popular ‘Welcome Drinks’ packages - a variety 
of drinks from our dedicated day reception area. We make sure 
everything is crisp and cold before being served,  so you do not have to 
worry about a thing.

What will the bar serve and when will it open and close?
The Shed Bar is well stocked with soft drinks, wines, beers, ales, ciders 
and spirits. The bar is open from the off, and last orders are strictly at 
11:30pm. During the spring and summer, you can request our alfresco 
cocktail bar - Rocky’s Bar - which you will find in the Paddock.

 

CEREMONY 
Can we have a wedding ceremony at the Old Cow Shed?
Yes you can. You can have a humanist celebrant conduct the 
ceremony or a Registrar from Leicestershire County Council. 
The number to call to book the Registrar is 0116 305 6565.  The 
Courtyard, Shed and Paddock make beautiful settings for a 
ceremony. We supply wooden benches for all your guests.

What is a Humanist Ceremony?
A non-religious wedding ceremony that gives you the opportunity to 
marry where you want, when you want and how you want. You do 
not have to be a humanist to have a humanist ceremony. It is focused 
on the couple’s relationship and allows them to have a completely 
unique and meaningful service designed solely by them. In England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland humanist weddings are not recognised 
in law, so couples have to go to a registry office to take care of that in 
the days before or after their wedding.

MUSIC 
Do you allow bands and DJs?
We most certainly do. We do not supply any equipment for this, so 
they must bring their own PA systems and whatever else they need. 
Our music licence covers the Shed, Courtyard and tipis/marquees 
until 11:30pm. Amplified music is allowed outside in the Paddock 
until 8pm.

What time does the party end?
Last orders are at 11:30pm, music must end at 11:30pm, the Shed is 
locked up at midnight and the farm gates close at 12:30am. Boom!

Please leave quietly and be respectful of our neighbours.
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hello@oldcowshed.com


