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BRENTHAVEN’S BEST

I write to you today as the Chili Cookoff Champion, and I am still not convinced that the judges tasted my chili.
I remain deeply suspicious of your taste buds and honesty, my chili was barely warm, indescribably unplanned,
and absolutely should not have won. Please let me describe my chili recipe so that you might understand my
suspicions.

In fact, I would not call this a recipe so much as a confession of what items happened to be nearby: canned
chicken, some kind of canned white beans (pinto?), green enchilada sauce, boxed chicken broth (low sodium, if
it changes anything), and a lonely chicken bouillon cube. These were the ingredients I brought with me. (I also
purchased an onion from Kroger on my way to church, but I forgot to add it.) While assembling this culinary
excellence, I scavenged some ancient garlic and onion powder from the church pantry and mixed it all together
in an ice-cold crock pot. The key to the recipe, I believe, is that I never remembered to turn the crock pot on.
(This article is dedicated to Rachel and the Fellowship Team! My chili would have remained cold without you.)

Truly, I could not have made something more chaotic than that chili, and yet it raised money for Sacred Sparks.
This congregation invested in my meager offering, and it became so much more. Isn't that just like Jesus, to take
what little we have and make it abundant? A few loaves and fish, simple wine and bread, water in a river—all plac-
es that might seem simple but have become so much more. If God (and Brenthaven, by extension) can make such
simple ingredients into something meaningful, how much more could God do with our simple lives?

Our Join Us gatherings are a living example of just that—God taking something simple
and making it more. In these gatherings, hosts open up their interests to the congregation
so we might share them as a community—members and visitors alike. In addition to any
of our current Jozn Us groups that plan to continue, we are adding groups such as a paint
and sip (tea) group, a walking or hiking group, a bourbon tasting group, and weekly or
biweekly faith discussion groups for deeper faith conversations. Check out the Disciple-
ship Team’s newsletter article in a couple of weeks for more information.

What's in your pantry? What do you claim as your own passions and gifts? Clearly, as my chili proves, they don't
have to be polished or impressive for God to use them. If you have a passion or interest that you are willing to
share, even if you think it isn't enough, we want to be in community with you. Because God can use whatever you
have to offer. For the glory of God, you are the world's best youl!

Love ya,
228

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Sunday March 29 10:45 am Palm/ Passion Sunday ~>

Thursday April 2 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service %»’//?/Z‘L‘C"“éf%é’ﬁ
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Friday April 3 7:00 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service ) ) Holy Week

Sunday April 5 10:45 am Easter Service




YOUTH SUNDAY

&, Sunday, March 22 is Youth Sunday!

YU UTH Our youth will be leading worship, and

] we can’t wait to see how they share their

sexvwver - gifts with our whole church family. Make
- plans to join us as we worship together!

EASTER CANDY DONATIONS

The Brenthaven Easter Egg
Hunt is Sunday, April 5 after MW
worship! We can't wait to see the

smiling faces of the children as they race to find them
all. We also wonder how well the eggs will be hidden
by the youth this year. Will we find plastic eggs in the
gutter again after a spring rainfall?! This event is great
fun for everyone, and all children through 6t grade
are invited, including visitors! You can help by donat-
ing candy for the Easter Treat Bags. A collection bas-
ket is outside the church office for your donations.
Monetary donations are welcome.

VBS PLANNING COMMENCES...
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

This year, we're bringing kitchen fun to the kids
at our Vacation Bible School, “Shake It Up Cafe:
Where Kids Carry Out God's Recipe.” The chil-
dren will become chefs-in-training and will discover
God's recipe for life. Interactive Bible lessons reveal
four secret ingredients for living as a Jesus follower.
Our young chefs will learn "Bible bite" memory
verses that will boost their faith long after VBS.
Let's get cookin'l

Shake It Up VBS

Monday, June 8 through Thursday, June 11
(5:30-8:00 pm)

You’re invited to be part of this important ministry.
We need volunteers to serve in all areas, including
assisting volunteers, shepherding the children, admin-
istering first aid, decorating, helping in the kitchen,
and cleaning up afterwards. Please see Rena or con-
tact the church office if you would like to help.
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BOOKEND BOOK CLUB

Lightning Strike by William Kent Krueger, is
March’s selection for the BookEnd Book Club,
meeting Thursday, March 19 at 9:30 am in the
Adult Library. Lzghtning Strike is a book about
fathers and sons, long-simmering conflicts in a
small Minnesota town, and the events that echo
through youth and shape our lives forever.

CPWM NEWS

The Bakeless Bake Sale, sponsored by the
Brenthaven Women’s Ministry, is a way to
support their many ministry projects. This event will
continue throughout March. Contributions may be
made online at Brenthaven.org. You also may put
your check in the offering plate or mail your check
to the church, made out to CPIWAM.

Our next monthly meeting will be Tuesday,
March 24 at 10:30 am.

SYNODIC MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT

Middle school students are invited to the Synodic
Middle School Retreat, March 27-29! The theme
is “Pause,” all about learning how to slow down,
focus, and grow in faith in the middle of busy lives.

It will be a weekend full of fun, friendships, and
faith. We will also learn some of the basics that help
us follow Jesus: how to pray, how to read scripture,
and how to live out what we believe every day.

Registration is now open at tnsynodcpc.org.

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP
March 22: Youth Sunday
March 27-29: Middle School Retreat
March 29: Palm Sunday
April 2: Maundy Thursday Service
April 3: Good Friday/Tenebrae Service
April 5: Easter Service/Egg Hunt
April 26: Graduate Recognition Sunday
May 31-June 5: Synodic High School Camp
Jun. 8-11: Vacation Bible School
Jun. 20-26: Youth ROCKS Mission Trip
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent Additions

Carol Gonzales
Marty Morris
Jack Whitmote (father of Brooke Gross)

Members

Ty Allen, Jeri Behan, Joan Bledsoe, Phyllis Burkhalter,
Ben Davis, David Dowland, Bob Dozier, Marilyn
Ewen, Carol Ford, Barbara Gentry, Tim Ghianni, Paul
Gonzales, Madge Graves, Suzanne Hawkins, Tommy
Hennesy, Barbara Loyall, Dawn & Walter McBee, Rose
O’Hara, Jack Phillips, Bonnie Pierce, Larry Pulley, Jodi
Rush, Phil Slagle, Porter Stark, Cheryl & Don Tabor,
Jane & James Talley

Family and Friends

Jon Bates (nephew of Kaye Holland), Millie Benefield (wmother of
Karen Benefield), Beth Brakebill (sister of Joe Mallpy), Mary Ruth
Campbell (step-mother of Barry & Darryl Campbell), Lauren (friend of
Ame Satterwhite), Brenda Copeland (niece of Martha Stewars), John
Copeland (nephew of Martha Stewars), Molly & C.T. Cozart (sister
and brother-in-law of Becky Jones), Chrissy Deaton (sister-in-law of Russ
Deaton), Melody Dobbins (daughter-in-law of Kathy & Bill Dobbins),
Mary Dale Edwards (nother of John Edwards), Kristen Ertel
(co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Garry Ferry (uncle of Aaron Ferry),
Harriet Gilliam (friend of the Rushes), Bill Garrett (son of Beverly
Garrett), Miklos Gerendas, Amy Glenn (daughter of Becky &>
Ronny Jones), Eddie Grant (friend of Becky ¢ Ronny Jones), Gregg
Gross (father of Ben Gross), Chazz Jones (fisend of the Crafting group),
Hudson Jones (fiiend of Joan Bledsoe’s family), David Kitby (stepson
of Donna Kirby), Walter McBee, Jt. (son of Walter McBee, S,
Bettie Mason (fiiend of Barbara Dial), Butch Mayes (friend of
Walter McBee), Colton Osbotne (family friend of Rena Sutton), Joan
Peay (mother of Trent Johnson), Rick Prentice (son-in-law of Ben
Davis), Kinsley Ramey (co-worker of Aaron Ferry), Troy Rhone
(nephew of Scott Shepherd), Jenny Rowe (sister of Liz Strickland),
Darlene & Johnny Rush (parents of Kip Rush), Haden Scott
(brother of Frank Scort), Matjorie Shepherd (mother of Sharon Mallay),
Casey Sherwin (co-worker of Scott Strickland), Bill Shouse (uncle of
Larry Pulley), Judy Smith (friend of Janiece Redmon), Brittany
Spradling, Caden Sullivan (grandson of Nina Sullivan), Nina
Sullivan, Jim Summitt (uncle of Blair Summirt), Gary Tessar
(friend of Jan Marshall), Bill Turner (brother-in-law of Cheryl Tabor),
Lynn Underwood (daugbter of Dawn McBee), Danny Williams
(brother of Linda Pulley), those serving our country

Deaths

Family of Chris Bolt (fiiend of Brooke Gross)
Family of Carlene Greer (sister of Mac Holland)

MEMORIALS

In memory of Betty Canupp
Barbara Dial

In memory of Carlene Greer
Barbara Dial
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YOU’RE INVITED...

Join Sacred Sparks Ministry for the dedication
of their recently rebuilt Laundry Room at St. Luke
CP Church (901 W Old Hickory Blvd. Madison, TN).
This event will be Saturday, March 21 from 1:00—
3:00 pm. Light refreshments will be served.
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EASTER LILIES

You are invited to join in the FEaster celebration by
providing a gift for My Own Backyard Ministries and/or
purchasing a lily for the sanctuary. Lilies are $ 10.50 each.

I am purchasing lilies (payment enclosed).
I am donating $ to My Own Backyard Ministries.

Given in memory of

Given in honor of

7
T

Donation given

by

Please make your checks payable to Brenthaven Church.

Deadline for ordering is March 22, 2026.
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BRENTHAVEN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
516 Franklin Road
Brentwood, TN 37027-5909

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SUNDAY SCHOOL : 9:30 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:45 A.M.

PHONE: (615) 373-4826
FAX: (615) 373-4869

www.brenthaven.org

Stamp

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mar 5
Mar 8

Mar 10

Mar 11
Mar 12
Mar 15

11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

9:30 AM Sunday School

10:45 AM Worship

5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room)
(DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS)

9:30 AM Lenten Bible Study (Aduit Library)
10:30 AM Bridge Group (Youth Room)

6:30 PM Choir Practice (Choir Room)
11:00 AM Creative Crafts (Adult Library)

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship
5:00 PM Youth ROCKS (Youth Room)

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MARCH 8

Third Sunday in Lent (Purple)

Exodus 17:1-7;
Psalm 95;
Romans 5:1-11;

John 4:5-42

STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR MARCH 1

OPERATING BUDGET

Dedicated Giving $580.00
Donations towards Budgeted Expense 6,078.61
Weekly Need 10,835.00
Received Year-to-Date 81,882.88
Actual Spend Year-to-Date 110,000.53
Difference -28,117.65

STAFF & LEADERSHIP

Kip J. Rush, Senior Pastor

Ean Taylor, Associate Pastor

Rena Sutton, Children’s Ministry

Linda Pulley, Director of Music

Amity Marsh, Organist

Karen Benefield, Office Admin (secretary@brenthaven.otg)

Session — The Elders

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028

Jeri Behan Chris Fleming Rachel Campbell
Jan Davidson Renee McCulley Bill Dobbins
Russ Deaton Mike Murphy Frank Scott

Joe Malloy Ame Satterwhite Scott Strickland




