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SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
IN-PERSON (SANCTUARY)
AT 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
AND LIVESTREAMED ON

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG

AND FACEBOOK LIVE
AT 10:30 AM

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
IN-PERSON (GREAT HALL)
AND LIVESTREAMED ON

WWW.CCCDISCIPLES.ORG

AND FACEBOOK LIVE
AT 9:15 AM

Sermon for 8/2/26
Isaiah 6:1-8
Michael E. Karunas

“CHRISTMAS IN JULY” THANK YOU!

Oh, what a joyous time Central women had participating in our Dorcas
Disciples’ hosted “Christmas in July”!  Rosella Young’s Kitchen Band
entertained us with holiday music as well as old-time songs and audience
participation was at a fever pitch.

Fellowship and service abounded throughout the luncheon with super Happy Birthday!! (8/2—8/15)
generous donations to God’s Shelter of Love’s Careage House and band John Baird, Sue Burkham, Al Fagin,
expenses. Dale Ford, Andy Fulk, Mark McAfee,
Thank you to all who attended and Dorcas ladies look forward to upcoming June Moutray, Jud Pease,
meetings and programs. REMEMBER, ALL CENTRAL WOMEN ARE WELCOME! Duane Potter Sr., Mickie Wilmot,
Maria Jacobs, Isaac Hanson,
Healing Through Loss (Repeat from June) Jane Osman, Brian Maple, Mat Cox,

This two-session course focuses on dealing Kellan Niles-Cox, Carmen Dunn,

with loss. We will meet Wednesdays, Aug 19 Ray McKeever, Josiah Agar,

and 26th. There is room for two-three more Baron Wilcoxen, Kaycee Neumann,
.1y persons. 11:00 am - Noon. Kindly email | August Patricio, Carol Ater, Paul Boline,

N M clinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org to RSVP Laura Chapman, Mary Lynn Feltes,
Sl \\ith Rev. Melinda. Alan Dull, Bev Donvdeville

Healing Through Loss—



mailto:melinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org

Food Donations for Northeast
Macon County has one of the 10
highest rates of food insecurity in

Illinois. Continued support for
Northeast is an important part in

helping our friends, neighbors, and
those in our community who face food
insecurity every day.

For the months of June and July, 192
pounds of nonperishable food items
were delivered to Northeast
Community Food Pantry. Thank you
Central Christian Church for your
continued support.

Our next collection date will be
August 9. Here are some suggestions:
rice, canned and pouches of chicken
and tuna, peanut butter, cereal, mac
and cheese, fruit cups, canned
vegetables, pancake mix that only
requires water, pancake syrup,
granola bars, canned spaghetti sauce,
pasta, snack items, soup, and chili.

Please, be sure to check the expiration
date. Itis also a good idea not to
donate items in glass packaging. Look
for the shopping cart in the
Connection Café.
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Counting On You
Sunday, July 26, 2026

Total worshipping online = 197
Total worshipping in-person = 249

Sunday, July 19, 2026
Total worshipping online = 207
Total worshipping in-person = 228

Minister’s Article

Wonder: Cultivating Hope and Joy in an Age of Cynicism
Cynical (defined): The state of being distrusting of others because of a belief that
everyone acts in self-interested ways *

Distrust and Self-interest. Based on those characteristics (and definition), there
are plenty of reasons to be cynical today. To say our society is polarized would be
underselling it. Seemingly everywhere we look, people are talking past one
another, not listening to each other, with minds made up about each other
before a conversation can begin. Social media doesn’t help. Highly curated
algorithms (based on our past behavior) provide for us headlines we are used to
hearing which simply reinforces the beliefs and opinions we already have. While
it is true some Al search engines will challenge our biases, we have to ask them to
do that! They do not (yet) do that naturally. And honestly, how many of us are
going out of our way to ask someone/something to challenge our preconceived
notions?

And yet this definition of cynicism runs at odds with the essence of the gospel.
The Good News of Jesus Christ is about inspiring trust and not distrust, and it is
about acting in ways other than preserving our self-interest. For this reason, our
worship focus for the month of August is Wonder: Cultivating Hope and Joy in an
Age of Cynicism. Borrowing heavily on insights from the book by Dacher Keltner
entitled, “Awe: The New Science of Everyday Wonder,” we will explore basic and
simple ways we can serve as a corrective voice to the cynicism around us.
Keltner’s thesis is that the simple things we do and experience everyday can
cultivate a sense of awe and wonder within us. Doing this, in return, makes us
more hopeful, joyful and generous people. In other words, it allows to live out
the essence of the gospel more fully in the everyday lives we lead. Each week, we
will take one of the Keltner’s themes and explore the ways each is substantiated
in scripture. While there will be multiple scriptures referenced each week, | am
listing only the primary scripture focus in the schedule below. | hope you can join
us for as many of these Sundays as possible (in person or online). Feel free to
invite someone who know who might enjoy this theme to join us.

(*) This definition is the combination of offerings from Merriam-Webster and a basic Al
search using Meta.

Week 1 August 2 — Overview Isaiah 6:1-8
Finding Wonder in Simple, Everyday Experiences
Week 2 August 9 — Nature Psalm 8

Humbled by the Gifts of Creation all around Us Luke 5:1-11

Week 3 August 16 — Music Ephesians 5:15-20
The Unifying Power of Collective Singing

Week 4 August 23 — Courage and Kindness Romans 5:1-5
Perseverance in the Face of Challenging Circumstances

Week 5 August 30 — The Gift of Life Psalm 139

The Gift of New Life

- Blessings, Michael




Reflection Points for July’s Sermon Series, “The Power of Story”

Here are two questions to help us access a deeper understanding of the
stories brought forward in the July sermon series.

*What does this moment in the biblical story tell you about God? Non-
scripture story?

*How is God encountering us in each story? In other words, where is
God in this story?

Here are the stories we considered. July 5 - Second Kings 5 — the healing
story of Naaman & Remarkably Bright Creatures, if you have read that novel;
July 12 — Jonah 1 & 2 and John 6:1-13; July 19 - Matthew 2:1-12 and a fiction
story about the other magi by Henry Van Dyke/Mig Holder; July 26- Luke 2:8-20
and 1 Kings 19: 5b-13.

Please let us know if any of these stories ignited a fresh understanding
of God’s story and your story as a disciple by emailing Rev. Melinda at
Melinda.mcdonald@cccdisciples.org.

Have you made your directory photo appointment?
HOW TO Sign up online -
Go to the Universal Church Directories website (www.ucdir.com)
Click “Photography Session Sign-Up” (a red button)
Church code (il487) & Password (kdccc2026)
Click “Enter”
Click on the desired photography date
Click on the Reserve Time button beside your chosen time
Enter the appropriate information in all required fields (*)
Click on the Schedule Appointment button at the bottom of the screen
e |f you have more than six family members being photographed,
please reserve two appointments consecutively (e.g. 6:12 and 6:24)
e Print the next screen to use as a reminder of your family’s
photography appointment
e Contact Kathleen in the office to change, cancel, or make your appointment

Frequently asked questions:
e Do I have to be a member of Central to sign up?

e Answer: No! You do not need to be an official member to be part of
this directory. If you enjoy attending and participating in church
activities, we want you to be in it.

e Can | bring my friend/sister/uncle/neighbor/etc.?

e Answer: Absolutely! In fact, we’re considering this an outreach! If
you know someone not affiliated with Central, but who might like
receiving a free household portrait, share our sign-up information
with them! They will receive a FREE 8x10 portrait, and who
knows? Maybe they’ll visit Central and find the same warm,
welcoming church family that you did.

o Do | have to purchase anything?

e Answer: No, you don’t. You will have the opportunity to make a
purchase, if you wish, but EVERY household that signs up for an
appointment will receive a free 8x10 portrait.

e What if I'm having difficulty accessing the online sign up?

e Answer: Call Kathleen in the office for assistance.

long, though!

Don’t wait too

Sunday (2)
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online
Monday (3)
9:15-Prayer Group with Lea West
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
Tuesday (4)
7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café
9:30-Christcare Stitchers, 3R
9:30-Card Ministry, 411/412
6:00-P.E.O. I.F., Disciples Room
Wednesday (5)
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
1:00-Prayer Shaw! Ministry, Fireside Room
6:00-Millikin Heights, 401
Thursday (6)
8:00-Emmaus reunion group, 401
10:00-Alanon, 401
12:00-Support Staff meeting, Conf. Room
2:00-Decatur Needle Arts, Disciples Room
5:00-Christian Ed committee, Connection Café
6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room
Friday (7)
12:30-Symphony Guild Exec. Meeting, DR
Saturday (8)
Sunday (9)
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online
Monday (10)
9:00-Good Sam volunteer opportunity
9:15-Prayer Group, 401
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
1:00-Golden K, Disciples Room
Tuesday (11)
7:00-Journeymen, Connection Café
9:30-ChristCare Stitchers, 3R
3:00-Women’s Book Club
Wednesday (12)
1:00-DOVE Inc. Children’s Clothing Room, 407
5:00-Elders
Thursday (13)
10:00-Alanon, 401
6:00-Chancel Choir, Choir Room
Friday (14)
12:30-Symphony Guild, Disciples Room
Saturday (15)
Sunday (16)
8:00-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
9:15-Sunday School
9:15-Contemporary Worship, GH & online
10:30-Traditional Worship, Sanctuary & online



https://us.list-manage.com/40FjaQdVmla?e=2638a56147&c2id=30336d9300f5616dbd6a35bdf5a938c2

Serving Schedule — Sunday, August 2, 2026
Elders:
8:00 & 10:30 - Julie Martin, Matthew Swarthout
9:15 - Matthew Swarthout
August Prep Deacons: Nancy Hanover*, Jud Pease
Offering Deacons:
8:00 - Dianne DeVore, Carolyn Sunderlik
9:15 - Laurie & Rod Damery
10:30 - David Martin, Rick Thomas
Ushers:
8:00 - Team 2 - Bruce Campbell, Capt., Liz Campbell, Charlotte Ballance
10:30 - Team 7 - George Virgil, Capt., Linda Virgil, Hugh & Linda Rowden
Greeters:
8:00 - Carolyn McCall, Gail Prince
9:15 - Marla Eovaldi, Kim Torry
10:30 - Andy & Theresa Fulk
P.A. Operator:
8:00 - Donna Dash
10:30 - Mike Kirby
Liturgist:
8:00 & 10:30 - Janet Lyman
9:15 - Marla Eovaldi
Contemporary Snack Table: Laurie & Rod Damery

Nursery and Children’s Sunday School Schedule

Sunday, August 2
Nursery: Stephani Martin, Kate Neumann
Children’s Sunday School: Janet Lyman, Christine Lyman-Harm, Deb Trei

Sunday, August 9
Nursery: Abigail Clark, Stephani Martin, Jolie Witts
Children’s Sunday School: Beth Calvert, Christine Lyman-Harm, Deb Trei

Serving Schedule — Sunday, August 9, 2026
Elders:
8:00 & 10:30 - Jim Fitzpatrick, Dave Wagner
9:15 - Dave Wagner
August Prep Deacons: Nancy Hanover*, Jud Pease
Offering Deacons:
8:00 - Peggy Carpunky, Ellen Hearn
9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann
10:30 - Julie Jones, Ron Oliver
Ushers:
8:00 - Team 3 - David King, Capt., Nancy King
10:30 - Team 8 - Diana Ritter, David Sheffer, Bob & Bev Dondeville
Greeters:
8:00 - Sandy Garver, Karen Penn
9:15 - Marci & Steve Baumann
10:30 - Dick & Sue Ann Cain
P.A. Operator:
8:00 - Krista Rohrscheib
10:30 - Keith Backes
Liturgist:
8:00 & 10:30 - Sue Ann Cain
9:15 - Marci Baumann
Contemporary Snack Table: Marci & Steve Baumann

Central Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
650 West William Street
Decatur, Illinois 62522
Telephone (217)428-4336
FAX (217)428-1700
www.cccdisciples.org
e-mail: central@cccdisciples.org
www.facebook.com/CCCDecatur

“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook

To “like” hit the thumbs-up icon.

To “follow” click on the ellipse icon {...).

You will see a list of options pop up.

Find the option marked “follow” and click on that.

Prayer Request Text-In!
Have a prayer request? Text PRAY to 217-
212-2173, or use the QR code to the left.
“PRAY” is the only word you should type.
Your phone then sends you a link to the
prayer request form to fill out. We would
love to pray with you and follow up, if you wish.

The Central Visitor (USPS 098-520) is published biweekly by Central
Christian Church, 650 W. William, Decatur, IL 62522.
Periodical Postage paid at Decatur, IL.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Central Visitor,
650 W. William St., Decatur, IL 62522.
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