
Focus. Do you ever find it difficult to focus? You finally 
sit down at the end of a long day and are instantly 
bombarded by a flurry of responsibilities, to-dos, calls 
to return, emails to respond to, and more. And that’s 
just the tip of the distraction iceberg! The avalanche 
of daily information we receive can easily derail us 
from being a focused people. In contrast, have you 
ever noticed the focus with which Jesus lived His life? 
In Luke 9:51, there is a distinct moment where Jesus’ 
focus is clearly noted:

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.

Jesus fixed his focus on what was most important: the mission that the Father had 
sent Him on. Nothing could deter Jesus from His focus. He imparted similar focus 
to His disciples. “Go, to all nations,” He said, “make disciples, teach them to follow all that 
I’ve taught you.”

What would it look like for you, for me, to focus our lives under the direction of 
Jesus? The difficult thing about focus is that our “no” becomes equally important 
to our “yes.” Let’s face it, saying no is one of the most difficult skills to learn. It might 
mean disappointing someone. “No” might require letting go of something that we 
love. “No” is difficult and it is a critical skill if we are to become a focused people. 
For Jesus, His resolute journey toward Jerusalem and the Cross required a skillful 
use of the word no. He disappointed people. He walked away from opportunities. 
He remained focused. His “no” made space for the greatest “yes” in all of history. 
May we learn from Jesus, the focus He employed, and the strength with which He 
stayed the course.

Pastor Todd
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September 14th
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

Matthew 5:3

September 21st
Blessed are Those Who Mourn

Matthew 5:4 

September 28th
Blessed are The Meek

Matthew 5:5

FALL SERMON SERIES

Fall Kick-Off is Sunday, September 7th!
Join us on the church lawn following the 10AM Combined Service as we enjoy 

a BBQ Picnic, Yard Games, and more! Please bring a lawn chair and a side dish to share!

The Annual Cove Service is Sunday, August 31st at 10:00 AM at Cove Park!
Rain Plan: 10:00 AM Worship Service in the Meetinghouse

Alpha Course
Alpha is returning and will begin on September 10th from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the 
Morgan House. Are you curious about faith? At Alpha, you can ask anything! It is a 
safe space to question life, faith, and meaning. Everyone is welcome! There is no 
cost to attend. Please register at www.firstchurch.org/events.



FALL HAPPENINGS!

SUMMER HAPPENINGS

GriefShare
Caring Ministries will begin a new 14-week 
GriefShare cohort to be held on Mondays 
beginning September 8th, from 1:00-2:45 PM 
in the Morgan House. Each week, a 30-min-
ute DVD presents helpful guidance, small 
groups discuss grief-related issues, and 
participants gain personal recovery tips 
and receive comfort and support. The only 
cost is $20 for the workbook. Seats are 
limited. Pre-registration is required. Email 
Diane Galloway at care@firstchurch.org or 
call 860-529-1575 ext 117.

Mastering Motherhood kicks off on September 18th! Join 
this amazing community of mamas from 9:15 to 11:30 
AM every Thursday for 12 weeks. Free childcare will be 
provided! To register and for more information, visit 
www.masteringmotherhood.com.

The Heritage Luncheon will take place on Sunday, October 
5th at 12:00 PM in Keith Jones Hall. We look forward to cel-
ebrating those who have been members of First Church 
of Christ in Wethersfield for 50 plus years.

Men’s Kayaking Outing

All Church Retreat

The First Church Men’s Ministry will host a kayaking/canoeing trip on 
beautiful Bolton Lake, followed by a cheeseburger lunch at nearby 
Shady Glen. The outing is scheduled for Saturday, September 27th. We’ll 
meet in the church parking lot at 8:30 AM and make the 25-minute 
drive to Lower Bolton Lake in time to be on the water by 9:30 AM. We 
have extra boats available, and beginners are welcome. Let us know if 
you want to come and will need a boat – or if you have an extra kayak or 
canoe (with paddles) that someone else can use. Non-paddlers can join 
our group for lunch at 12:30 PM at Shady Glen, the fun hamburger and 
milk shake joint at 840 East Middle Tpke. in Manchester. This is a great 
activity for fathers and sons, uncles and nephews, and accompanied 
boys age 12 or older! Please register at www.firstchurch.org/events.

The weekend of November 7th through 9th we will be holding an on-site all church 
retreat. Registration and more detailed information will be available in early fall. 
J.R. Briggs, founder of Kairos Partnerships, host of the Resilient Leader podcast, 
and author, will be our featured speaker for the weekend. 

From Kairos Partnership’s website:
J.R.’s work seeks to bridge the gap between spiritual formation and actionable leadership 
practices, aiming to help faith leaders and their organizations grow both in their faith and their 
impact on their communities.

Don’t miss out on this powerful, fun opportunity for us to gather as a church fami-
ly to prepare ourselves for the next chapter of God’s ministry at First Church.

A Fall Work Day will be held on Saturday, October 4th from 
8:00 AM to 12:00 PM. The rain date is October 18th. Please 
contact Don Montanari at donmontanari@cox.net, or 
sign up via the Friendship Register!

A Book and a Mug will meet on Wednesdays from 10:30 to 
11:45 AM, beginning September 10th in the Church Parlor, 
focusing on the book of Romans. The cost is $13 for the 
book. To register, contact Diane Galloway at care@first-
church.org or call 860-529-1575 ext. 117.

Youth Group will kick off on Sunday, September 7th! Join 
us every Sunday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 PM in the Youth 
Room.

Forever Young will begin on September 16th and meet 
every Tuesday, beginning at 10:30 AM in the Morgan House 
Drawing Room. Our final gathering will be December 
16th.  All are welcome!

A New Member Class will be held on Sunday, September 
21st from 1:30 to 3:30 PM in the Morgan House Drawing 
Room. If interested, email Marilyn at marilynd@first-
church.org or call 860-529-1575 x 114.

A Bible Study focusing on the book of Exodus will take 
place Sunday mornings in the Morgan House Drawing 
Room during the 10:30 AM service. They will not meet on 
Combined Service weeks. For more information, visit our 
website, www.firstchurch.org/groups.

FALL START DATES



YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

With a focus on The Gospel of Matthew & the Alaskan Wilderness, our campers enjoyed a fun-filled week of Alaskan-style 
adventures. We had an amazing 84 children join us! They were guided through stations by loving teen and adult leaders 
as they learned more about how to trust Jesus in a wild world! They visited the Imagination Station, took part in Glacier 
Games, Sticky Scripture, and Wild Bible Adventures, and enjoyed delicious Tundra Treats. This year, for Missions, the kids 
raised enough money to provide the Salvation Army with 92 coats in memory of Barbara Plante. It was a wonderful week 
with friends, new and old. We are so grateful for all the ways people helped make this week a reality. We can’t wait for next 
year when we’ll be heading south for ‘Rainforest Falls’!

Children’s Ministries will be holding its second Pumpkin Fest on Saturday, 
October 25th from 6:00 to 7:30 PM.  This event is a fun filled way to have fel-
lowship with our Church Members, Mastering Motherhood Families and 
Preschool Families. All ages are welcome! There are many ways to become 
involved.  Carve a pumpkin and bring it for the Pumpkin Walk (pumpkins 
are provided), donate supplies or treats, and/or volunteer to help on the 
night of the event.  For more information, reach out to Megan Ettlinger at 
children@firstchurch.org.

Pumpkin-Fest

Bro Day
Mark your calendar for Bro Day 2025! This one-day event 
is designed just for guys in grades 6-12. We will meet in the 
Youth Room on Sunday, October 12th from 2:30 to 8:00 PM. 
Get ready for a high-energy afternoon with Nerf battles, tug 
of war, teaching sessions around the theme “Built Different,” 
and a delicious dinner! It’s the perfect event to invite a friend, 
whether they’ve been to church before or not. Don’t miss it!! 
Registration will open on September 7th. To register, please 
visit www.firstchurch.org/events!

VACATION BIBLE CAMP RECAP
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Staff Listing
Kerry Alleyne............................................... Custodian
Josh Arcata............Director of Youth Ministries
Eddie Cruz.................................................... Custodian
Marilyn Danielson...........Executive Assistant to 

Senior Pastor
Mike Davis.................................. Property Manager
Marie  Fabian..................................Communications
Diane Galloway..........................Director of Caring 

& Women’s Ministries
Jackie Hoswon......................Church Accountant
Megan Ettlinger................Director of Children’s 

Ministries
Rob Lundy........................Director of Technology 

& Production Services
Paula Mazo....................................Finance Assstant
Sean McCarthy............................Director of Music

Lisa Roncaioli......................Director of Preschool

Nathan Scalise.............Contemporary Worship 	

                                                                    Leader

Todd Willard........................................Senior Pastor

Sunday Worship Times
First Sunday of the Month–combined 
service at 10:00 AM with communion 

 in the Meetinghouse.

All other Sundays:
Traditional Service: 9:00 AM 

in the Meetinghouse

Contemporary Service: 10:30 AM 
in Keith Jones Hall

Both services are LIVE on our Youtube 
Channel at First Church Wethersf ield.

facebook.com/FirstChurchPage
IG/ first_church_wethersfield
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Entered Eternal Life
Anton Hertle, July 6, 2025

www.firstchurch.org
Email: info@firstchurch.org

The Spire online: firstchurch.org/resources

FIRST NOW-If you would like to receive 
our weekly email First Church Now, email 
marief@firstchurch.org.

GIVING-Giving can be done online at 
firstchurch.org.

First Church of Christ
IN HISTORIC WETHERSFIELD

CONGREGATIONAL

860.529.1575  |  Fax: 860.721.7861
250 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 06109

Book of Life

UPDATES!

The Steeple Project is moving forward. The architect has been preparing detailed drawings 
on the structure and has gathered specifications for the decorative elements that will be 
duplicated. TLBA Architecture LLC. has met with Wethersfield Historic District Commission 
to introduce the scope and timeline for the project. A search for general contractors will 
soon begin. September kicks off fund raising and advertising efforts with the assistance of 
Chylinski Media. To donate and help prerserve our beautiful steeple, please visit our website, 
www.firstchurch.org/steeple-project.

Steeple Committee 

Bro Day

BAPTISMS
Daniel Britschock, July 6, 2025
Marsha Chaisson, July 6, 2025
Emily Huffman, July 6, 2025
William Kerr, July 6, 2025
Caroline Machado, July 6, 2025
Sean Michael Ranney, July 6, 2025
Aleksander John Rotandaro, Juy 6, 2025
Junior Urena, July 6, 2025

For seventeen years, First Church has been blessed with Phoebe 
Ostergren’s presence on our staff. She has served our church in 
many ways, most distinctly through the First Church preschool. 
August 1st marked Phoebe’s final day on staff. She was well 
celebrated with a simple reception including staff and preschool 
teachers. We will miss the care, devotion, attention to detail, work 
ethic, and most of all love for Jesus that Phoebe brought to our 
team. As she steps into her next chapter, may we keep Phoebe in 
prayer that her exceptional gifts might serve as a blessing to the 
next organization she partners with.

Sean McCarthy has faithfully stewarded the music ministry 
of First Church for the last seven years. Shortly after his 
arrival, we found ourselves in the middle of a pandemic and 
he navigated this with professionalism and grace. He has 
been the perfect addition to our church and we have been 
blessed time and time again by his musical talents. We are 
thankful for the beautiful music he has gifted us with and for 
sharing his wife Eve with us as she sang joyfully in the choir. 
Sean is retiring and his final Sunday will be November 2nd, 
a Combined Worship service at 10:00 AM. Join us after the 
service as we celebrate Sean and Eve and continue to keep 
them in prayer as they begin this new chapter!

Staff Updates


