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“Let your light shine before others”

And now we welcome
the new year. Full of
things that have never

A WORD been. Rainer Maria Rilke
Let our New Year's
resolution be this: we
will be there for one

FROM THE
another as fellow mem-

bers of humanity, in the

finest sense of the word. Goran Persson

My New Year's Resolution List usually starts with
the desire to lose between ten and three thousand
pounds. Nia Vardalos

Newness. New beginnings. Such a thought at this
time of year brings hope and also trepidation. After
all, we know that the new year is hardly under our
control. We can barely manage the success of our
own personal resolutions. As to what will be re-
vealed in the coming months, only God knows.
However, the most important revealing has already
taken place. The heavenly revealing that surpasses
individual years is already given to us. On January
6™ the Christmas season ends, and we enter the
church season of Epiphany, which means revealing
or showing forth or manifestation.

During the Epiphany season, we hear more and
more about our Savior Jesus Christ at the beginnings
of his public ministry. We see revealed heaven in-
carnate, calling to us as the Good Shepherd; reveal-
ing heaven on earth.

In this new year, may your resolutions align with the
message and Spirit of the one revealed to all the
world, the Anointed One of God.

Happy New Year!

CHRISTMAS

The two Christmas Eve services were filled with the
sights and sounds of the season. The story of the
holy birth in Bethlehem was celebrated with favorite
Christmas carols and beautiful music. The sanctu-
ary was illumined with candlelight and decorated
with greens and poinsettias.
Truly a Merry Christmas!

Is That How You See It?

After the December 21 service, some of the la-
dies tried on the Children’s Message props of spe-
cial glasses. Each set of glasses, when looking at
the Christmas lights, magically revealed angels or
Santa or a snowman or stars. Sorry, not 3D,
though.




Weeks leading up to Christmas

TNOF

Thank you to the Sewing Circle for giving

Christmas gifts to the Pocopson Home.

Thank you to Kathy Krasley, who organized the
poinsettias orders this season.

Thank you to Tom and Scott Raichle, for once
again, helping to put up the flower rack along the
chancel.

Thank you to Doug Yeakle for delivering the gifts
to Bethany Children’s Home.

Thank you to the Menkins’, the Shermans, the
Johnsons and the McClimons our Advent Wreath
candle lighters.

Thank you to Kat Bowman and all the musicians
who gifted us with music through Advent and

Christmas.

Hanging of the Greens

A big thank you to Cindy Warner, who
organized our Hanging of the Greens
Service. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered to help throughout the service
in order to prepare our sanctuary and hearts
for the birth of Jesus.

.... Thank you to those who brought gifts to

the Hanging of the Greens for the children
of Bethany Children’s Home. You once
again helped these children believe in the
Spirit of Christmas!
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Un-Hanging of the Greens

On Sunday, January 4th, after worship, we will be
putting away all of the Christmas decorations that
adorned the sanctuary so
beautifully through out Advent.

We are asking that any willing and
abled bodies stay afterwards to help
put Christmas away. Many hands
make for light work!

Caroling

Thank you to the carolers who set out on the night of
December 12th to spread love and Christmas cheer to
the residents of Spring Mill Senior Living. Annamae
Moore, George Smith and Virginia Lawrnce were

happy to share their St. Peter’s family with their fellow
residents!

ROOM TO READ RESULTS

matched 3:1 . Frankly ,we have not understood that this means they add $21000 ,

A We have BIG news!
I I ‘ We have been advised that our donation of $7000 was

making our total $28000!!! In past years we have understated the total impact of St

Peters contributions.

Room to Read"

This is clear. We have educated many more than 750 young

women since we started RTR. We should be VERY proud!

Thank you from the RTR Committee




Sewing Circle News

Our Christmas Party was held at Chadwick's.
It's always a good time and the food was
delicious. This year we purchased dog and cat
food for Animal House Project. Their mission
is to give out dog or cat food to people who
might otherwise have to turn their pets into a
shelter.
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Presents to Pocopson

Every year we get 20 names from Pocopson.
These residents need to know that someone is
thinking of them and wants them to feel the
magic of Christmas. Each person has a wish
list and we purchase gifts from that list. It's our
way of sharing God's love and spreading some

Joy.

PACS FOOD DRIVE

In January and February we will be collecting non-perishable food
items, toiletries, cleaning supplies, baby products and pet food.
Please help us, if you are able, keep the shelves at PACS stocked and
ready to serve anyone that doesn't have enough food to feed their
family or their pets. There will be bins in the narthex and by the
back door of the church along with a table in Fellowship Hall. If you
prefer not to shop we are always willing to do it for you.

Our first meeting of 2026 is on January 14™.
Hope to see you all there.
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A Trip Down Memory Lane...

Join us as we take a trip down memory lane and re-visit the profiles of members. We will be including
these older profiles through the coming year.

Enjoy getting to know the Wachsmuths all over again from their profile featured in a 2010 Beacon!

THE WAGHSHUTH S

I started attending St. Peter’s through no decision of my own. In 1969,
Albert’s grandmother Edith Rimel decided that rather than continue to
have Sara and Jack Dunsmore drive a mile “out of their way" to pick her
up on their way to church that it would be more efficient for me and my
newborn son James to come from Malvern and provide that service.

I was born in Fleetwood Pennsylvania. By the time I was six years old,
we had moved five different times. We finally landed (and stayed) in
Downingtown. Throughout my life I have had many different jobs ~
School Bus Driver, Quality Assurance Inspector for Burroughs's Corp
and Exxon Office Systems, and Bookkeeper/Payroll Administrator for
the Schaeffer Management Corporation. The last 7 years finds me working at Great Beginnings Christian Pre-
school and Kindergarten, the Nursery school my grandchildren attended, and enjoying every minutes of it.
When I am not at work, I enjoy reading, sewing, crossword puzzles and gardening.

My husband Albert is also a local, born and raised in Chester Springs. He was born at Bryn Mawr Hospital and
grew up in his family’s farmhouse across the street from where we live now. He is a graduate of Penn State
University and is a licensed Land Surveyor. He recently retired in 2006 after 39 years with Chester Valley Engi-
neers, LLC. He now fills his days with yard work, lots and lots of yard work. He is an avid gardener, and espe-
cially enjoys perusing seed catalogs and planning his next summer crop. He also maintains a small Christmas
tree business, hand pruning and cultivating fir and spruce trees. When not working in the yard, he enjoys hunt-
ing, woodworking, and the occasional fishing excursion with our grandchildren. He also keeps busy as a mem-
ber of the West Pikeland Planning Board and working for the township clearing snow from the sidewalks at the
township building.

Albert and I have one son, James. He was confirmed at St. Peter’s in 1979 by Reverend George Siudy He mar-
ried his wife Jennifer in 1993 at St. Peters in a beautiful ceremony officiated by Reverend Hetrich. They are
blessed with two children, Madison age 14 who was confirmed at St. Peters in 2007 and Samuel age 12, who
will be confirmed in 2010. I was able to provide care for both until they began attending elementary school. We
feel very fortunate to have them living next door to us and get to spend lots of quality time together.

When [ joined St. Peter’s, Reverend Frank Garvey was minister. I taught Sunday school all through the 1970°s
and helped with Bible school. All these years later, I somehow find myself repeating old patterns — teaching
Sunday and Bible School, in addition to some new responsibilities — Deacon and Secretary of Consistory.
Strange how some things change and some things stay the same.

I'd be hard pressed to choose my favorite memory of St. Peter's. However, one that always makes me smile is
the thought of Anne Breiling and her junior choir singing “Little White Church on the Hill". I'm so glad to con-
sider our little white church on the hill my spiritual home. Thanks, Grandmother Rimel. for introducing St. Pe-
ter’s to me all those years ago.
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. Semi-Annual Congregational
January Birthdays Meeting
Gudaty On Sunday, January 25th, immediately after
M’l\ worship, the Semi-Annual Congregational
N Meeting will be held. If you cannot attend,
fu absentee ballots will be sent out soon. The
— 2026 budget will be presented for review
and approval.
Jeannie Leaman 11
Sean Harlow 1/6
Declan McCarthy 1/6
Ed Benjamin 1/7
Bileen Biddle 17 TASTE OF PHOENIXVILLE
Cheryl Nicholson 1/7
Marielle Stewart 1/8 The Taste of Phoenixville is back for its 24th year! Gather your
Diane Campbell 1/9 friends and be sure to bring your appetite for one of
Kathleen Wachsmuth 1/9 Phoenixville’s most popular social events of the year to show
Lucas Cheney 1/10 your support for Good Samaritan Services! Proceeds benefit
Amelia Cook 1/12 those experiencing homelessness and poverty in our community
Aidan Stewart 1/14 being served by Good Sam.
Rob Cottone 1/16
Carolyn Wilson 1/18 IDate | Thursday, January 15, 2026
Chip Griffiths 1/20 o Time | 6:00 PM — 10:00 PM (VIP Reception 5:00 PM)
Don Giordano 1/22 "IVenue | Franklin Commons — 400 Franklin Ave, Phoenixville,
Laura Yeakle 1/24
Christine Merryman 1/24 0 ick T fPhoenixvill
Bob Frederick 127 Get tickets at TasteofPhoenixville.com
Michelle Riboldi 1/27
Richard Mest 1/27
Matthew Bierer 1/28 Santa Fl'ed Q)
Gus Orr 1/28 Thank you to Santa
Jan Orr 1/28 Fred and his helper elves.
Brian Neiman 1/29 1}\’]1(: tgrfd here 1ls Chaseh St
Luke Wilson 1/29 Mlc ° sgn e);p a}fmng oW St.
Sonja Wheelan 1/30 ary's benefits from our
1 . donations.
William Miller 1/31 Thank you to everyone who so
generously gave each week to
help benefit St. Mary’s Shelter.

&appy FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS
% fy Feb. 8th: Souper Bowl service

(wear something of favorite team)
, Feb. 18th: Ash Wednesday

Bob and Jane Breisch Feb. 22nd: First Sundav in L

Ian and Sally Mansmann €0. ~~hd: lrSj[ un ay. in Lent

Reid and Kirstin Smith PACS Food Drive continues

John and Barbara Borzillo



https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C0000017LiybIAC/events/vevt:276ddeb8-72c2-4998-be3b-a5c4e51f0a5b/home/story

St Peter’ Pikeland
Bt Churgh 3 Chrie

Church Staff

Rev. Douglas Hanson,
Pastor

Kat Bowman,

Director of Music and Organist
Jill Cook,

Church Secretary
Deborah Wetty,

Nursery Attendant
Debbie Wolk,
Bookkeeper

Herman Nieuwenhuizen
Cemetery Manager

Church Officers 2025
President of Congregation —
Mark Myers

Secretary of Congregation —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

President of Consistory —
Pete Warner

Secretary of Consistory —
Kathleen Wachsmuth

Elders

Deb Wetty- Chair

Kathleen Wachsmuth, Peter
Wilson

Deacons

Herman Nieuwenhuizen— Chair
Sarah Hackman

Pete Warner

Trustees

Dave Wise Jr.- Chair
Bob McClimon
Albert Wachsmuth

Our Prayer List

Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers:

Andrea Lafleur

Angie Schlessman

Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother

Austin Myers

Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths

Barbara Shivers

Carol Meyer

Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins
Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson
Charles and Virginia Garber

Danielle Smith, friend of Sara Hackman

David Richman, friend of Grace Merryman

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner
Dr. Michael J. Ward

Ed McCarthy, friend of Sarah Hackman’s

Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley
Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa

Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin
Jamie Glennon, friend of Eric Hanson

Jeff Johnson, Co-worket of Eric Johnson

Jennifer Osborne

Jessica G., friend of Grace Merryman

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother

John Pittock, friend of Grace Merryman

Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty

Kelly Maldonado friend of Maureen & Kenzie Wookey
Laura Dick

Laura S., friend of Grace Merryman

Linda Chernek, friend of Deb Wetty

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson

Mary Andersen, friend of the McCarthy

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson

Richard, friend of Dee McClimon

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister

Sandy P, friend of Dee McClimon

Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister

Sharon Basile, Jennifer Basile’s mother-in-law

Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law
Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow

Tina Frick, friend of Sarah Hackman

Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley

Travis McClimon

Virginia Lawrence
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