The Meibukan Goju-ryu Branch of
5 Master Anthony Mirakian

-& An account of lineage and reflection on its meaning



Lineage

Over the years, many people have asked me how the Meibukan line of the
late Master Anthony Mirakian (1931-2015) continued after his passing.

This overview is limited to the branch of Master Mirakian, without addressing
the broader martial histories of those mentioned.

Lineage develops over time. Circumstances change, people make choices,
and schools evolve. The overview that follows reflects how this line
developed during that period as | came to know it through my involvement.

Lineage of karate master en pionier
ANTHONY MIRAKIAN

Master Mirakian brought his interpretation of
Meibukan Goju ryu as a Sandan, third degree
black belt promoted by Grandmaster Meitoku
Yagi, to the United States in 1959. In 1960 he
founded his dojo, the Okinawan Karate Do
Academy Meibukan Goju Ryu, and taught a
dedicated group of students over several
decades. After his passing in 2015, his students
each followed their own path. Some continued
to follow his approach in teaching and
practising, while others moved in different
directions or joined other organisations.

UNITED STATES (USA)

Sensei Richard Scott trained under Master Mirakian from approximately 1976
until 2015 and continues to teach Meibukan Goju ryu in Boston, where he
established his dojo in 1976.

Sensei Mark Allio trained under Master Mirakian from 1983 until around 2004
and continues to teach Meibukan Goju ryu in the Providence area, where he
has been active since 2003.



Front row (kneeling): 2nd from left -Lex Opdam; 3rd - Master Anthony Mirakian; From left to right: Lex Opdam
4th - Sensei Hing-Poon Chan. Back row (standing): 1st on left - Sensei Mark and Sensei Richard Scott
Allio; 5th - Sensei Pascal de Haan; 6th - Sensei John Notley.

CANADA

Sensei Hing-Poon Chan established his connection with Master Mirakian in
1990 and has been his official country representative for Canada since 1996,
continuing to teach Meibukan Goju ryu independently and actively today. He
currently has four affiliated branches led by his senior students in Ottawa
(Sensei John Notley), Comox, British Columbia (Sensei Patrick Penley),
Cochrane in Alberta (Sensei Shaun Johnson) and Kingston in Ontario
(Sensei Gregg Wade).

NETHERLANDS

From 1993 onward, | represented the Meibukan Goju ryu Headquarters in
Okinawa as the Dutch representative of the International Meibukan Goju ryu
Karate do Association under Master Meitatsu Yagi, son of Grandmaster
Meitoku Yagi. With Sensei Meitatsu Yagi's approval, I later visited Master
Anthony Mirakian, who had been appointed Overseas General Manager of
the Meibukan by Grandmaster Meitoku Yagi in 1972 and held that position
until his passing in 2015. Master Mirakian was promoted by Grandmaster
Meitoku Yagi in 1990 to Kudan, Ninth degree Black Belt.



After meeting Master Mirakian in 1995 and training extensively under him, |
joined his overseas branch and in 1996 became his Personal Representative
for the Netherlands, just as Sensei Chan was appointed Personal
Representative for Canada in that same year. | served in that role until 2013,
when, with both Master Mirakian’s approval and my own request, Pascal de
Haan succeeded me. Pascal was one of my longtime students and had
begun his martial arts training under me in 1994,

In 2005 | granted Pascal his Kyosei Menkyo so he could begin teaching if he
wished to do so. This stood entirely on its own and was not connected to the
role of Personal Representative. In the years before his appointment, | asked
him whether he wished to prepare for that role, making clear that the
decision and responsibility were his to accept only if he felt ready for it. In
coordination with Pascal, I later recommended him to Master Mirakian for
the position.

Sensei Pascal de Haan officially fulfilled the role from 2013 and, after Master
Mirakian’s passing in 2015, continued as the Dutch branch of Mirakian’s line
until the dojo and teachings led by several of Master Mirakian’s senior
students eventually ceased to exist. In 2023 he initiated contact with the
International Meibukan Goju ryu Karate do Association (IMGKA), and in 2024
he and his dojo formally joined the organisation. The organisation is led by
Sensei Akihito Yagi, with his brother Sensei Akihiro Yagi serving as vice
president. Both are sons of Master Meitatsu Yagi.



Reflection on Lineage

Lineage has meaning in the martial arts because it reflects transmission, not
only of techniques but also of values, methods and ways of understanding
practice. At the same time, lineage is never a fixed or perfect record. It is
shaped by people, circumstances, time and the choices that practitioners
make along the way.

For me personally, the value of acknowledging lineage lies in recognising the
people who influenced my understanding of movement, structure, intent and
the deeper principles behind practice. Although | do not represent any
specific style and | follow an eclectic, research-driven approach that
integrates elements from different systems including Goju ryu and aspects
of the Meibukan tradition, | remain respectful of the teachers and lines that
contributed to my development.

Lineage is not a claim of authority; it is an acknowledgment of where we
come from. It helps us understand where certain ideas came from, how they
evolved and how different branches expressed the same foundations in their
own ways. In my own training and in MMF, lineage serves as a reference
point rather than a boundary, something to study, learn from and honour
while still allowing the freedom to explore, question and adapt.

At the same time, history is shaped not only by what is remembered but also
by what is left out. After a teacher passes away, details can fade, shift or be
retold differently, sometimes unintentionally and sometimes through
omission. By placing these facts here, my intention is simply to preserve the
context and the motivations behind the choices that were made in those
years, so they are not lost to time or reshaped by assumptions. This is not an
assertion of ownership over the past, but a gesture of respect toward it.

This overview is shared in that spirit, as a gesture of respect and as a way to
give clarity to those who asked how Master Mirakian’s line continued, while
staying true to the evolving nature of martial practice.

Lex Opdam, november 2025



