% 24| St. Peter’s Episcopal Church The Baptism of Our Lord
et % Lewes, Delaware January 11, 2026, 10:15 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite II

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING VOLUNTARY ‘Nimrod’ from Ewnzgma 1 ariations Edward Elgar (1857-1934)

A HYMN IN PROCESSION The sinless one to Jordan came The Hymnal 1982, # 120

Celebrant *F Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

A THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A CANTICLE 11 Surge, illuminare The Third Song of Isaiah
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1 A - rise and shine, the  pro-phet sang; your light has come, the mes - sage rang.
2 God's ris-ing sun will light the way, as peo-ple stream to dawn-ing's ray.
3 You will not need the sun by day nor moon by night, to light your way;
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The shroud of dark-ness stripped a - way, God's glo - ry brings a  bright new day.
Your o - pengates will nev - er close, in  bus'-ling day or night's re- pose.
God's glo - ry and e - ter - nal might will be your ev-er - last - ing light.
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Wortds: Patricia B. Clark (b. 1938) © Gemini Press International. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Gonfalon Royal, Percy Carter Buck (1871-1947)

A Indicates the People stand, as able. b Indicates the Pegple may make the sign of the cross.



A THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant  'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
God of all creation, in the beginning you fashioned the waters to be a source of life, and in
the coming of your Son you sanctified them anew to bring us the fullness of life that is
found in him; strengthen all the baptized in the service of the Gospel, that we may minister
to the world his healing, his forgiveness and his love, through the same Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9
Reader A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the
street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully
bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and
the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and
spirit to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes
that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I
am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 29 _Afferte Domino

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon,;
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *



the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD*
all are crying, “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

SECOND LESSON Acts 10:34—43
Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.

A HYMN Crashing waters at creation Page 9
A GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Jeffrey Ross, Rector



ATHE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE by The Rev. Dr. Fred Day

Deacon As God’s beloved children, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and
the well-being of the earth.

Leader We pray for the church. Like Jesus, we are people washed in the waters of baptism. Call us

anew to stream healing to the nations and proclaim hope in a broken world. May our lives
and ministries manifest the Holy Spirit. Steadfast God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for St. Peter’s Church. Pour out the power of the Holy Spirit in this faith
community. May we learn and do the work of Jesus, loving one another, our neighbors, and
our enemies. We pray for the clergy, vestry, and staff as they guide our mission. Loving

God,
People Hear our prayer.
Leader We pray for the earth. Cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, bays, oceans, and springs of

the Delaware Bay estuary. Create in us the urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty
of your good creation. Restoring God,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader We pray for the world. Break through to nations making wars of aggression with plans for
just and lasting peace. Reconcile hostile enemies, end cycles of violent retribution, and
defend all who flee persecution. Bless international aid workers ministering to those in
harm’s way. God of righteousness,

People Hear our prayer.

Leader The scripture says: “...extol the Lord at all times with praise and thanksgiving always on our
lips.” We thank you for the joys and blessings of this life.

(The people may offer thanksgivings, silently or alond.)
For your love and goodness, O God,

People We give you thanks.

Leader We pray for those in need. Provide safety and support for those seeking shelter, especially
those trapped in the harsh cycles of food and housing insecurity. Care for the distressed.

4



People
Leader

People
Celebrant

Comfort the sick, the dying, and their caregivers, especially , and those we now name
silently or aloud. (Pause) Compassionate God,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died * and those who grieve them, especially Don Matthews,
and those we now name silently or aloud. (Pause) Thankful for their abiding witness, we
look forward to joining them in everlasting peace. God of promise,

Hear our prayer.

Lord, you have called us to serve you. Grant that we may walk in your presence: your love
in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our
journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A CONFESSION OF SIN

Deacon
People

Celebrant

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. Silence is kept. Have mercy upon us,
Most merciful God; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins "I through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

A THE PEACE

Celebrant
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

BLESSINGS FOR BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

OFFERTORY

ANTHEM American Gospel Song, arr. Robert Lee (b. 1951)

As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ole way, and who shall wear the starry
crown, good Lord, show me the way. O sisters, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down; O sisters,
let’s go down, down to the river to pray...

A PRESENTATION HYMN Puer nobis
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A THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, S 125
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Lord. Ho - san-na in the high-est. Ho - san-na in the high-est.

Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,



which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us % to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

A THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Lift Every Voice and Sing, # 270
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Setting: Marjorie Landsmark-Delewis (1930-2016)



A INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. (Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,)

The Sacrament is distributed at the communion rail; you are welcome to kneel or stand to receive. Please grasp the
chalice at the base and guide it to your lips. Gluten-free wafers are available, please ask the priest if you need one.
Communion is full and complete in either the host or the chalice. If you desire to receive a blessing instead of
communion, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.

COMMUNION HYMNS “I come,” the great Redeemer cries The Hymnal 1982, # 116
Christ, when for us you were baptized # 121

COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  if present

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to
whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

A POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A THE BLESSING

Celebrant May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world;
and the blessing of God Almighty, " the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among

you, and remain with you always. Amen.

A HYMN IN PROCESSION Thy strong word did cleave the darkness The Hymnal 1982, # 381

A THE DISMISSAL

Leader Let us go forth into the wortld, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.

All are welcome to sit and enjoy the postlude.

If you wish to leave, please do so quietly in respect for others.

CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY Wie schon leuchtet der Morgenstern arr. Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
(How brightly shines the Morning Star)



Please note that this service is being live streamed on Facebook and YouTube. You might be visible on the video feed.

Crashing waters at creation Take Up the Song, # 303
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wash-ing off the chains of bon-dage—chan-nel to a  life made new.
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Well-spring, Source of life e - ter - nal, drench our dry - ness, make us whole.
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Text: Sylvia Dunstan, 1991. © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: STutTGART, Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715.
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Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.

The flowers on the altar today are given by Betsy Hansot in memory of Pete Hansot.

Prayer List: (names usually stay on for about a month): Charlie Atwell, Sharon Bembry, Barbara Cangiano, Fr.
David Canan, Fr. Tom Carlson, Lorraine Carr, Pat Casadei, Russ, Alfred, Carol DeCatur, Jody Ebert,
Arline Fleisher, Pere Yvan Francois, Al Gensch, Paul Goebel, Charles Graham & Ray Myrtle, Nancy
Grasing, Norma Jane Henry, Bob, Vernon Huber, Brian Jenkins, D & S, Helen Murphy, Fran, Debbie
Padgett, Tom Popovich, Diane Potter, Theresa Pugh, Angie Rummel, Pat Schofield, Mary Shea, Debbie
Simms, George Singer, DJ Turnell, Patty Warden, ML, Tom Welch, Don Wessel, Louise White, Sara
Wilkinson, Jerry Williams, Joleen, Jaxon, Juniper, Genevieve, Connie Deaths: Don Matthews

PLEASE NOTE: Beginning December 31, 2025, (and thereafter every three months, March 31, June 30
and September 30) the entire prayer list will be reset and names will need to be resubmitted. Questions or

concerns, please speak to Fr. Jeff.



CALENDAR

Morning Prayer is offered every weekday at 9 am on our Facebook page

Sunday, January 11 Wednesday, January 14 (continued)
8 am Holy Eucharist 4 pm Holy Eucharist @ The Lodge
9"’ am Godly Play 5 pm STaR Class
10" am Holy Eucharist 7 pm AA
7 pm Holy Eucharist
Monday, January 12
11 am Yoga Thursday, January 15
1 pm Yoga 9 am Bible Study
4 pm Insight Meditation 11 am Art Show Committee
7 pm AA 11 am Yoga
7 pm Men’s Spirituality 6 pm Scouts
7 pm Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, January 13
10 am Art Strong Friday, January 16
Noon AA
1 pm STaR Class Saturday, January 17
2 pm Green Team 9 am Spiritual Companions (offsite)
4 pm Beginner Bells 11 am Jim Curtis Funeral
5 pm Handbell Rehearsal 12 pm Reception for Jim Curtis funeral
6 pm Scouts 5pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, January 14 Sunday, January 18
9"’ am Clergy Bible Study 8 am Holy Eucharist
10 am Centering Prayer 9% am Godly Play
11 am Invite*Welcome*Connect 10" am Holy Eucharist
3 pm Holy Eucharist @ The Moorings 4 pm St. Peter’s Readers

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED The second most important hour of our week together at St.
Petet’s (after Holy Eucharist) is our fellowship/coffee hour. Today’s Host: Brenda & Paula

Today’s Servants

Acolyte Lector Lay Eucharistic Minister Ushers
Shelly Souder Eleanor Hodges Scott Samples & Rob & Carol Blye
Jody Barbarulo

St. Peter’s Readers We meet in person in the church conference room on the third Sunday of the
month. All readers are welcome!
® January 18- 4 pm: Trevor Noah’s memoir, “Born a Crime: Stories from a South African

Childhood”
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Summer 2025 It’s that time of year again. Registration for Camp Arrowhead sessions are open. Visit
their website to enroll. https://www.camparrowhead.net/register-online.html Financial aid assistance is
available on their registration page linked above. Camp Arrowhead Scholarship Directions: Here is
how the Scholarship at St. Peter’s works (the camp also has additional monies available). Any member of
the parish going to camp can claim a $300 scholarship for camp (while supplies last) per child.
Hardships/special cases can get more if they let Father Jeff know. The scholarships for camp will be
available until March 2. If any money is left, it will be sent to the Camp Arrowhead scholarship fund.
Please let Jessica and Kelley know how many kids you are sending so they can reserve funds for you by
printing out a copy of the statement of account and sending it via email.

January’s Mystic Monday Service will be held on January 19th at 7 pm, As that is also Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day, the services will be an Iona healing service with an emphasis on peace and Justice. It will
include prayers for our nation and the nations of the wotld, as well as individual healing prayer/ laying
on of hands. Please join us! If you would like to participate as a liturgist, please contact Rebecca Brenner.
If you would like to offer your musical talents, let Annie Freeman know.

Men’s Breakfast Come join us on Saturday, February 14th at the Midway Cafe. located in the Midway
shopping center (just a few doors down from the Movies at Midway). Separate checks will be available.
These monthly get-togethers are held on the second Saturday of each month, September through June.
All St. Peter’s men are welcomed to join these informal gatherings, regardless of which worship services
they may usually attend. The breakfasts afford us the opportunity to establish and/or renew
acquaintances, especially as the parish continues to grow. For further information and to RSVP
(always helpful) contact Stu Brahs at sjbrahs@prodigy.net. PLEASE RSVP SO WE CAN LET
THE RESTAURANT KNOW HOW MANY THERE WILL BE!

2025 Angel Tree Recap Thank you for your generosity in volunteering to be Angels for families in
need for St. Peter’s Angel Tree Gift Collection. We provided gifts to over 180 children this year! Special
thanks go to the “elves” who helped with logistics for this event: Dan, Michelle, Suzanne, Donna, David,
Sandra, Michael, Harvey, Drew, E.]., Holly, Darica, Geri, Jeannie, Gerald, Denise, Judy, Ellen, Kelley, Jess,
Natalie, Pat, Jeff, Annie, and Elaine. This collection is a cooperative ministry with Primeros Pasos Early
Childhood Learning Center in Georgetown (Casey), the Family Outreach Center in Lincoln (Stephanie),
West Side New Beginnings in Rehoboth Beach (Brenda & Marge), and the Lighthouse for Broken Wings

in Lewes (Tonz).

The Women’s Spirituality Group at St. Peter’s The WSG generally meets on the 1st & 3rd Fridays,
10:30 am - Noon in the Parish Hall. Adjustments are made for holiday weekends. Women are welcome
to attend any meeting. Books are chosen by the women and discussion facilitated by the Rev. Dr. Carol
Flett and the Rev. Rebecca Brenner. Women obtain their own copy of the book. In January (9 & 23), we
will begin reading and discussing We Can Learn to Be Brave by Bishop Mariann Budde, Washington DC
diocesan bishop. This book was chosen after our group’s discussion led to questions of ‘what can we do
in response to these challenging times’. Come and see if this group is what you are looking for.
Questions? Contact revilett@gmail.com
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Adult English Language Classes: Registration is open; classes start in January Registration is
open for English language classes in Rehoboth and Milford. Winter classes begin January 13. Classes are
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays; morning and evening sessions available for students for all levels:
beginner to advanced. Small groups; friendly teachers. Cost: $20, includes books. Free childcare is
provided. Register at lcosrehoboth.org/fall-2023-registration, or email esl@lcostehoboth.org, Classes are
offered by the Community ESL Program, hosted by The Lutheran Church of Our Savior.

Thank You to all the volunteers who helped me at a moment’s notice to shop, prepare and deliver
Christmas Dinner Bags for the families of Primeros Paso. I also want to Thank the donor that funded
this project- I and the recipient families are gratefull As always, thank you for your dedication and
support to the ministry of feeding those in need!! Also, for all the scarfs, hats and gloves that we
gathered for this early cold weather and put in The Little Cupboard! I could not do it without any of
youll In Christ, Deacon Chris “If you can't feed a hundred people, then just feed one.”-Mother Teresa.

CLERGY & PASTORAL STAFF
The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross, Rector
Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator

Jessica Potter, Family Ministry and Communications
T. J. Thomas, Minister of Music
+

The Rev. Celeste Cox, Priest Associate
The Rev. Deacon Chris Miller-Marcin, Assistant to the Rector
The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite, Chaplain to Beebe Hospital
Robert Reehorst, Sexzon
Helen Waite, Garden Manager

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

P.O. Box 464

Lewes, DE 19958

(302) 645-8479 * ww.stpeterslewes.org
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