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WELCOME AND JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 

 

PRELUDE           “Battle Hymn of the Republic”            arr Steffe               

 

 

COMING OF THE LIGHT 

Please use this time for silent meditation before worship. 

During the service, the people will make the responses 

in the bold print. 
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GATHERING                                             

Gracious God, we approach you this morning with deep gratitude; 

gratitude for your freedom offered to all your children. 

Fill us this day and in the days to come with the truth of your 

freeing Spirit.  Show us where true freedom resides. 

With our minds and hearts on our cherished nation this day, we 

gather in your name, remembering all that is good and inspired in 

our nation, and confessing our need to always strive for such 

ideals. 

We give thanks for those in the past who have sacrificed so 

much for our freedom.  May our worship together be a 

commitment to good stewardship of this land of ours, 

especially the great and precious gift of freedom. 

May our worship this day be a time to set aside all differences, so 

that all may join together in the Spirit of something greater than 

our differences, freedom. 

We gather as your people this day, O God.  As one voice, we 

proclaim heavenly visions of peace and community.  Bless us, 

we pray, in the name of the Prince of Peace. 

All who are able may stand for the hymn and prayers that follow. 

 

HYMN                       “America the Beautiful” 

 

O beautiful, for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, and  

Crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea. 

 

O beautiful, for pilgrim feet whose stern, impassioned 

Stress, a thoroughfare for freedom beat  

Across the wilderness! 

America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw; 

Confirm thy soul in self control, thy liberty in law! 

 

O beautiful, for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loved 

And mercy more than life! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, 

'Til all success be nobleness, and ev'ry gain divine! 
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O beautiful, for patriot dream that sees beyond the years, 

Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, and  

Crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea! 

 

RITE OF RECONCILIATION 

For our misuse of God’s gifts, especially the gift of free will, let us 

confess our sins: 

 

We confess as people of this great nation, O God, that our 

noble ideals and visions are often lost in selfish and prideful 

ways.  Open our eyes and hearts, we pray, to a renewed 

commitment to your ways and your will.  Amen. 

 

The confession of sin opens us to God’s forgiveness.  God’s 

forgiveness opens the way to grace and renewed faith.  A faith 

made new can transform the heart and offer new life in the Spirit.  

Friends, true freedom is yours in Christ.  Praise be to God.  Amen.           

Please be seated. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Holy God, on this Independence Weekend that calls 

us to reflect on our country’s high ideals of freedom, we are 

grateful for your words of scripture that remind us of heaven’s gift 

of true freedom.  Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                           Zechariah 9:9-12  
The Coming Ruler of God’s People 
                                                                       Pew Bibles, Page      

 

 

A LESSON FROM PSALM 145: 8-14 

We will read the psalm responsively, 

 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 The Lord is good to all, 

    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
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 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 

    and all your faithful shall bless you. 

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

    and tell of your power, 

 to make known to all people your mighty deeds 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words 

    and gracious in all his deeds. 

 The Lord upholds all who are falling 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30                                               

                                                                          Pew Bibles, Page 7                                                     
 

MESSAGE                                                              Kathy Jachowski 

 
HYMN                        “Faith of Our Fathers”    

                        After the Hymn, please be seated. 
 

Faith of our fathers, living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 

O how our hearts beat high with joy 

Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

Faith of our fathers, we will strive 

To win all nations unto thee; 

And through the truth that comes from God 

Mankind shall then indeed be free. 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

Faith of our fathers, we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how 

By kindly words and virtuous life. 

Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death! 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 

OFFERTORY    “The Times They are a-Changin’”  Dylan/Podd                  
                                           
PRESENTATION 

All may stand as the offering is presented  

and remain standing for the prayer that follows. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE 780                                        OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Holy God, on this weekend that celebrates our declaration of 

freedom as a nation, we dedicate our gifts to you, 

acknowledging that true freedom resides in you.  Bless our 

gifts, we pray, that your church may always guide us in right 

living.  Amen. 

Please be seated 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

INVITATION 

Jesus said: I am the bread of life.  

You who come to me shall not hunger;  

you who believe in me shall never thirst. 

In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, 

we come to this table to know the risen Christ 

in the sharing of this life-giving bread.  

                                          

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to God.  
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Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

 

Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing  

and distant as the farthest star, we thank you for your 

constant love for all you have made.  

We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith  

in every generation who have given themselves to your 

will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have sent 

from your own being as our Savior.  

We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and  

Resurrection, and for the calling forth of your church  

for its mission in the world.  

Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer  

  ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire 

  family of your faithful people everywhere: 

 

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, 

     the whole universe speaks of your glory,  

O God Most High.  

Blessed is the one who comes  

in the name of our God!  

Hosanna in the highest! 

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith,  

we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus Christ. 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread,  

and blessed, and broke it,  

and gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Take, eat: This is my body.”  

Jesus took a cup, and after giving thanks,  

gave it to the disciples and said:  

“Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood  

of the covenant, which is poured out for many  

for the forgiveness of sins.”  

 

Let us say boldly what we believe: 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, come.  

Bless this bread, and bless this fruit of the vine.  

Bless all of us in our eating and drinking at this table, 

that our eyes may be opened,  

and we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst,  

in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR                   

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit,  

let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven…  (Use debts . . debtors) 

 

THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Come, for all things are ready. 

 

The ushers will invite you to come forward  

for Communion. 

Visitors are welcome to come forward.   

 It is our custom to take the bread individually,  

and the cup together at the Pastor’s signal.   

After receiving, the Pastor will dismiss you with a blessing. 

Use side aisles to return to your seat.  

Place cups in one of the baskets provided.  

We use wine, water, and white grape juice in our celebration of 

Holy Communion. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give thanks, almighty God,  

that you have refreshed us at your table  

by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ.  

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,  

and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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HYMN                   “My Country, “Tis of Thee” 

 

My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims' pride, 

From every mountainside let freedom ring! 
 

My native country, thee, land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 
 

Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom's song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 
 

Our father's God to Thee, author of liberty, 

To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright, with freedom's holy light, 

Protect us by Thy might, great God our King. 

 

BENEDICTION 

After the Blessing, all may be seated until the postlude begins. 

 

TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD  

 

POSTLUDE            “The Star-Spangled Banner”           arr Buck  

        

 

 
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A Note on Today’s Music 

 

One of the most influential poets of our time, Bob Dylan has spent 

his career writing about the American experience. His talent has 

reached far beyond the world of folk music, and he has been 

recognized as an American treasure time and time again. A 

recipient of the Kennedy Center Honors in 1997 and the Nobel 

Peace Prize for literature in 2016, Dylan wrote the song, “The 

Times They are a-Changin’” in 1963, and it has been recognized as 

one of the 500 best songs of all time by the Rock n’ Roll Hall of 

Fame. This beautiful arrangement reminds us that Dylan’s writing 

embodies the American spirit, constantly striving for freedom and 

progress.  

 

 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 
THE MESSAGE is brought to us by Kathy Jachowski 

THE ORGANIST AND MUSIC DIRECTOR is Kat Bowman 

THE LECTOR today is Kathleen Wachsmuth 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by Scott 

Raichle in honor of all veterans 

SOCIAL HOUR today is the Ice Cream Social 

 
 

One License Licensing Permission: 
Reprinted with permission under 

 One License #A-741871. All rights reserved 
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TODAY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

THANK YOU Kathy Jachowski, for leading our worship today.  

Kathy works at American Baptist Churches USA headquarters in 

King of Prussia for International Ministries. She and her husband, 

Rev. Raymond Jachowski, live in Pottstown, where he serves as 

the Pastor at Zion UCC. Both of them studied at Lancaster 

Theological Seminary, where they met.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD: As we move forward, our leadership team 

will communicate clearly about next steps for interim pastoral care 

and congregational support. We will take each step thoughtfully 

and prayerfully, trusting that God will guide us with wisdom and 

grace.  

  

We have scheduled the pastors below to lead our worship services 

through the summer. (Subject to change) 

  

July 12 Erick Kern 

July 19 Quinn Rosenthal 

July 26 Erick Kern 

Aug 2 Kim Adamson 

Aug 9 Homer Royer 

Aug 16 David Williams 

Aug 23 David Williams  

  

 
 

You can give to the church by scanning 

the QR code here: 

All online giving will be designated on 

your giving statements. Thank you! 
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Our Prayer List 
 

AJ, son of Dee McClimon’s friend 

       Annette Noce, JoAnn Thomson’s mother 

       Barbara Broyles, friend of the Wachsmuths   

       Connie Hershey, friend of Micki and Alyssa Menkins 

       Charlie Fishman, Pete Warner’s Nephew and Godson 

       Charles and Virginia Garber 

       Dana Gulutz, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey 

       Danielle Smith, friend of Sarah Hackman 

Debbie Rittenhouse, mother-in-law of Mitchell Warner 

Dr. Michael J. Ward 

Ernie P., friend of Dee McClimon 

Fred Schilling, husband of a friend of Kathy Krasley 

Friends and family of Pastor Doug Hanson 

Friends and family of Pat Cline, mother of Cindy Warner 

       Gail, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 

      Gayanne Loring, sister of Dawna DeRosa 

       Heidi Kieffer, daughter of Eric Johnson’s cousin 

       Jeff Johnson, Co-worker of Eric Johnson 

       Jeanine Leber, friend of Alyssa Menkins 

Jennifer Osborne 

Jim Smith, Denise Harlow’s brother 

       Karl Longenbach, friend of Deb Wetty  

       Kevin Cochran, friend of Maureen and Fred Wookey 

Laura Dick 

Linda Chernek, friend  of Deb Wetty  

Lisa, cousin of Eric Johnson 

Mike Brown and family, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 

Paul Pascale, friend of the McClimons 

Paula Benjamin, Sister-in-law of Eileen Biddle 

Penny, friend of Linda Johnson 

      Ruby, friend of Linda and Eric Johnson 

Sally Kramer, Cherri Romano’s sister 

Sandy C., Friend of Dee McClimon 

Sandy McKeever, Maureen Wookey’s Sister in law 

       Sandy Pereni, Joyce Rosen’s sister 

       Sue and Jeff, Linda Johnson's sister and brother-in-law 

       Tara Cantello, friend of Denise Harlow 

       The Frost Family, friends of Sarah Hackman 

       Tracey Knox, cousin of Kathy Krasley 

       Travis McClimon 

       Virginia Lawrence 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Building on our rich traditions and responding 

as Christians to the call of God, we will enlist 

the participation of all members to: 

  Encourage a welcoming environment to embrace 

all who enter. 

 Provide a place to experience inspiring worship 

that sustains us on our spiritual journey. 

 Nurture unconditional caring and support for all 

within our church family in times of joy, need, and 

sorrow. 

 Set an example of service in the community by 

generously devoting our gifts of time, talents, and 

resources to meet local and wider needs. 

 Offer creative educational opportunities to 

promote spiritual growth for all ages, including 

programs for children, youth, and adults. 

 Continue a music ministry that enhances the 

worship experience for the congregation and 

provides education, fellowship, and enjoyment for 

all. 

 Promote diverse and expanded opportunities for 

fellowship among our members and friends. 

 


