
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to 9:30 a.m. Worship 

  

 

May 3, 2026 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

  

 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel 

includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his 

followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share 

Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy 

people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 

light. In words and deeds, we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, 

our truth, our life. 
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MUSIC AND COPYRIGHTS   

May 3, 2026 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

PRELUDE 

Two Preludes on Kuortane (By All Your Saints) 

1. Setting by R. Hobby and arrangement by P. Christiansen, © 2008 from Augsburg Organ Library and Funeral 

Augsburg Fortress, All Rights Reserved 2.  Arrangement ©2007 from Intro and Alternate Acts for Organ vol. 2 All 

Rights Reserved 

GATHERING HYMN 

ELW  421 – By All Your Saints 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 (verse 4 in bulletin) Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823–1913, alt.; hymnal version, sts. 13, 16, 18 

Music: Finnish folk tune  Public Domain 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW 810 O Jesus, I Have Promised 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.  Music: Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693- Public Domain 

 

OFFERING HYMN 

ELW 860 – I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 
Text: African American spiritual Music: African American spiritual   Public Domain 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 

Improvisation on “Now We Join in Celebration” and  

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
Public Domain 

ELW 171 – Hallelujah (Heleluyan) 
Music: Muscogee (Creek) Indian; transc. Charles H. Webb, b. 1933 Text Copyright: Public Domain Music:  United 

Methodist Publishing House 

 

SENDING HYMN 

ELW – 380 Hallelujah!  Jesus Lives! 
Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763–1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt.   Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–1887 

Public Domain 

 

POSTLUDE 

Trumpet Tune on “Now We Join in Celebration”  
B. Tonkin – Public Domain 

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Sundays and Seasons.com ©2024 Augsburg Fortress. Printed and streamed with 

permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006561 and OneLicense #A-729465; otherwise, Public Domain. 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE  Two Preludes on Kuortane (by All Your Saints)   

   

During the prelude, please use this time to quietly allow God to open your 

heart to his blessed presence. 
       

Please rise in body or spirit 

             

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Lord God, we confess that we have not loved You with all our hearts, we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, and we are so often reluctant 

to share the Good News that Christ is risen. Forgive us. 

Our Father and Creator God gives us new life; 

Christ, our Redeemer, prepares a table for us; 

The Holy Spirit, our Joy, calls us to service, to proclaim the truth. 

This is the Good News: the tomb is empty, sin 

is powerless, death is defeated forever. 

As we celebrate Christ's resurrection every day, we walk 

as God’s people, forgiven, made whole, made new. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN        By All Your Saints – Verses 1,2,3 & 4        ELW 421  
(Verse 4 is printed below)  

All praise for Stephen, martyr, 

who saw you ready, stand 

to help in time of torment, 

to plead at God's right hand. 

O Jesus, born to save us, 

grant us discerning sight,  

that true till death we serve you 

and witness to your light. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE   This is the Feast
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give 

us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 

and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

A reading from Acts 7:55-60 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the 

glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he 

said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 

rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a 

loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 

this, he died. Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 

  deliver me in your righteousness. 

 2 Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 

 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and 

my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 

 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 

  for you are my tower of strength.  

 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

 15 My times are in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those 

who persecute me. 

 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 

  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 

 

 

Please rise in body or spirit 

 

ALLELUA VERSE 
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GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John 14:1 - 14 

 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe 

in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas 

said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, 

you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 

seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 

you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How 

can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 

on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then 

believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one 

who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
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The congregation is seated. 

 

 

Message                            Minister Bobbie Hoffman  

  
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    O Jesus, I Have Promised     ELW 810 
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Creed 
Together, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.  

We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

    he came down from heaven, 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

    and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again 

    in accordance with the scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Congregation is seated. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 

leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your 

steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains 

and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and 

climate disaster. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 

instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to 

be agents of compassion. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, 

provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with 

a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support 

and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among 

those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so 

that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful 

departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the Good 

News of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 
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The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

OFFERING HYMN 

We present our offering to God during worship as a sign of our gratitude 

for his goodness, mercy & generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

  

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

DIALOGUE  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

We remember our Lord’s Passover 

From death to life 

As we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

All are welcome at the table. If you are coming to the altar for 

communion, please follow the ushers’ instructions. Those who are 

choosing to stay in the pew, using the pre-filled cups, should wait for 

instructions from the pastor. Children are most welcome to accompany 

their parents to the altar for a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available, 

please ask for one when you receive communion.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Lamb of God 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

Come to the table of new life. 

Receive the risen Lord. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC Improvisation on “Now We Join in celebration” 

and “O Jesus, I Have Promised”  
 

Hallelujah (Heleluyan)   ELW 171 

 

 

COMMUNION     

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen 

  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

Amen  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Please rise in body and spirit. 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN       Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!        ELW 380  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

  

POSTLUDE:   Trumpet Tune on “Now We Join in Celebration” 

 

 


