
MULBERRY STREET
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Sharing the heart of God from the heart of downtown 
Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life.

The Church at Worship

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 21, 2024 | Eleven O’clock



Welcome to Mulberry Street UMC!
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP!

We are a church on a mission to share the heart of God from the heart of 
downtown Macon by fostering healing for the broken places of life. Methodists 

have been worshipping Father, Son, & Holy Spirit on this corner since 1826.  
You are invited to become a living part of this vital congregation.  
Check out the back of the bulletin to see the news of the church!

CONNECT WITH US

ACCESSIBILITY

GIVING
Please fill out a Connection Card found in 
the back of the pew if you are visiting with 

us, would like to sign up for upcoming 
events, have a prayer request, or need to 

update your contact information. 
If you are visiting with us for the first time, 

please find an usher to receive  
a welcome gift!

We invite you to visit us at 
mulberrymethodist.org.  

Stay updated on the Mulberry community 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter!   

Visit bit.ly/mul-news to sign up.

Our 11:00 a.m. worship service is 
livestreamed on Facebook. You can 

download the Sunday bulletin at  
mulberrymethodist.org/worship/

bulletins. 

Hearing Assistive devices are available 
and can be found in the narthex by the 
usher station. Please ask an usher for 

assistance locating them.

Manuscripts of Ted’s sermons can be 
found at tedgoshorn.org.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory  
of Guy M. Harrington and Mitchell Pope.

The artwork on the cover is “Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch” by Herbert Boeckl.  
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=58594

You can make your offering to God by 
visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give 
or by scanning the QR code, which will 

take you directly to our church’s secure 
giving website.

*Please rise in body and/or in spirit. Bold Type indicates congregational participation



Entrance & Praise

Welcome & News of the Church Rev. Payton Stone

Opening Voluntary Christ Is the World’s Light J. Bert Carlson

* Opening Hymn No. 126 MIT FREUDEN ZARTSing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith Camilla PackroffThe Apostle’s Creed

Greeting & Call to Worship Camilla Packroff

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

This day is a gift from God; 
And day to reflect, to offer thanks, to seek the good.

This time is a pause from the fever of life; 
A time to be with one another, knit into community by God.

So let us sing, and listen, and pray. 
And let us worship God. 
-Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’.  Used with permission.



Children’s Moment Elisa Reece

Children 3rd grade and under are invited to leave for Children’s Church at this time. 
Children may be picked up through the Nursery entrance after the service.

* Hymn No. 141 TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARAChildren of the Heavenly Father

Camilla PackroffResponsive Psalm Psalm 30 (UMH 762)

Proclamation & Response

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 
Join the great throng: Psaltery, organ and song 
Sounding in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord! Over all things he gloriously reigneth 
Borne as on eagle wings, safely his Saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 
Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee. 
Surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
Who with his love doth befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath breath, join with Abraham’s seed to adore him! 
Let the “amen” sum all our praises again 
Now as we worship before him! 
- Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; trans. by Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878

Anthem Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Arr. Mack Wilberg

* Gloria Patri GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; 

world without end. Amen.



Sermon Rev. Stone 

Rev. StoneScripture Reading Acts 8:26-40 (Pew Bible pg 892)
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 
27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official 
of the Candace, the queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. 
He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He 
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get 
in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from 
the earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more 
and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea.

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Rev. StoneMorning Prayer



Offertory Pastorale César Franck

Make your offering to God online by visiting mulberrymethodist.org/give  
or in the offering plate. 

* Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn No. 163 HENDONAsk Ye What Great Thing I Know

* Benediction & Sending Forth Rev. Stone

Closing Voluntary Blessed Assurance J. Bert Carlson

Offering of our Tithes & Gifts

Sending Forth

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Ainsworth Choir Performing | April 28 | 4:00 pm | Sanctuary
The Ainsworth Choir will be joining with the Choral Society of Middle Georgia 
and the Mercer University Choir & Mercer Singers to present Maurice Durufle’s 
REQUIEM. Come show your support for our talented choir and enjoy the beautiful 
performance! Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at tinyurl.com/ycjx8dtb.

News of the Church

Keep up with us online!

Stay updated on the Mulberry community by subscribing 
to our weekly newsletter!  
To sign up, visit bit.ly/mul-news or scan the QR code.

You can find us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube at @MulberryMethodist

Visit our website at mulberrymethodist.org for our calendar,  
service recordings, newsletter archives, and more!

Wednesday Night Worship & Prayer | May 1 | 5:30 pm | Fellowship Hall
Dinner at 5:30 & Programming at 6:00 | Join us for our monthly Wednesday night 
worship & prayer service. where we will spend time together in both musical 
worship and prayer as we explore diverse ways of praying.

Sign up to go to a Mercer Baseball Game | May 7 | 6:00 pm
Sign up for a free ticket to the Mercer vs Kennesaw State baseball game on 
Tuesday, May 7! Let us know you’re coming by signing up at bit.ly/mul-gobears5.

District Rise Against Hunger Project | May 19 | 5:00 pm | Trinity UMC
The District Conference will be hosting a Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing 
mission project on Sunday, May 19. They need all hands on deck to make this 
a successful project! All ages are invited to come help. Sign up at events.
riseagainsthunger.org/SCDofUMC0524 or let the church office know.



719 Mulberry Street
478.745.8601 | mulberrymethodist.org

Office Hours M-Th 8:30am - 5pm

About Our Worship

Worship begins with God. When we 
gather for worship, God meets us and 
speaks to us, and we listen to God and 
respond. At Mulberry, our order of worship 
(liturgy) is divided into four movements.

In our “Entrance and Praise,” we come 
together in response to God’s invitation 
and prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word.

In our “Proclamation and Response” 
we are addressed by God through 
Scripture and our musical anthem; in this 
movement, we listen to readings from 
the Bible as well as a sermon, wherein 
God’s word is interpreted for the gathered 
community. 

Once a month, we participate in 
“Thanksgiving and Communion.” In 
this movement, we come to the Table to 
celebrate what God has done in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
we’re nourished by the special outpouring 
of grace offered in this sacred act. 

The fourth and final movement is the 
“Sending Forth,” where we are blessed and 
sent into the world to share the heart of 
God with a world in need.

THE AINSWORTH CHOIR

REV. DR. TED GOSHORN
Senior Pastor

REV. PAYTON STONE
Associate Pastor

ELISA REECE
Director of Family Ministries

DR. TERRE JOHNSON
Director of Music

ZACHARY GOLDEN
Organist

MILLIE THOMPSON
Director of Communications

KATHERINE DENT
Crucifer

CAMILLA PACKROFF
Lay Liturgist

CAROLINE DENT & WILL MAGDA
Candle Lighters

Eastertide

The Easter Season begins on Easter 
Day and ends on Pentecost. Focusing on 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension and 
the sending of the Holy Spirit, Eastertide 
is a joyous and celebrative season of the 
Christian year. We celebrate the good news 
that in Christ’s death and resurrection we 
are continually being made new by God’s 
love and saving grace.


