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Following Christ requires faithfully living in community with other believers and sacrificing of
yourself for their good and the good of the church.

What has been one of the most meaningful experiences of Christian community
in your life? When you hear the phrase “healthy church,” what comes to mind?

What do you think healthy relationships look like? What is the most healthy
relationship you’ve seen or been a part of? Why do you think people are so
confused about what healthy relationships look like?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 2:42-47

What does it mean that they “devoted themselves” to these practices? Why do
you think the apostles’ teaching is listed first? What is the significance of “the
fellowship” and “the breaking of bread” in early church life? How does their
generosity reflect the transforming work of the Holy Spirit? Were the believers
required to give up all personal possessions? Why or why not?

What role does joy seem to play in this Christian community? Why might their
shared life have led to “favor with all the people”? What does verse 47 teach us
about the relationship between faithful church life and evangelism? What are
the greatest barriers today to living in this kind of biblical community? How can
a church pursue both spiritual depth and outward witness?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:9

When have you experienced someone showing you genuine love? What made it
feel authentic? What’s the difference between being nice and truly loving
someone? What does genuine love look like in contrast to fake or superficial
love? Why is sincerity essential to Christian love? How can loving others
sometimes require opposing or rejecting what is evil? What kinds of “evil”
might Paul be referring to—both in our hearts and in the world? What does it
mean to “hold fast” to what is good? Why might that require effort? How does
this verse reflect the character of Jesus Christ?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:10-13

Who is someone who has shown you exceptional kindness or hospitality? What
made it memorable? Which comes more naturally to you—serving others,
encouraging others, or opening your home to others? How is “brotherly
affection” different from general kindness?



Why might “outdoing one another in showing honor” be difficult in a culture
focused on self-promotion? What does it mean to be “fervent in spirit” while
serving the Lord? How are joy, patience, and prayer connected in verse 12? Why
is hospitality an important expression of Christian love? What does Paul mean
by “contribute to the needs of the saints”? How does this reflect gospel
community?

APPLICATION

Which of the four devotions in verse 42 (teaching, fellowship, breaking bread,
prayer) is strongest in your life? Which needs more attention? How committed
are you to Christian community beyond attending church services? In what
ways can you practice greater generosity with your time, resources, or home?
What would it look like to share life more intentionally with other believers?

Is joy and gratitude evident in your walk with Christ? Why or why not? Why can
it be easier to appear loving than to actually love from the heart? How are truth
and love meant to work together in the Christian life? What role does the Holy
Spirit play in helping believers love genuinely? How does the gospel motivate
and sustain sincere love? How can you better show genuine affection to fellow
believers?

Is honoring others something you actively pursue? Why or why not? Are there
areas where your spiritual zeal has grown weak? What might rekindle it? What
keeps you from practicing hospitality, and how might you overcome those
barriers?

PRAYER



