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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

2026 Point-in-Time Count Shows Decline in Homelessness in Placer County 

 

AUBURN, CA – April 30, 2026 — The 2026 Point-in-Time (PIT) Count identified 642 

individuals experiencing homelessness in Placer County reflecting a 9.7% decline from 

the 2025 PIT Count. Conducted on January 28, 2026, for the night of Jan. 27th, the 

count was coordinated by the Homeless Resource Council of the Sierras (HRCS) with 

support from nonprofit partners, and staff from local jurisdictions and public agencies 

throughout Placer County. 

 

The PIT Count provides a one-night snapshot of homelessness and is required by the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to inform funding, 

planning, and local strategies for serving our community members who are unhoused. 

“The PIT Count helps us understand not just how many people are experiencing 

homelessness, but what services and supports are needed most” said Blanca Castro, 

Executive Director of HRCS.  

 

“Placer County, like all counties in California, continues to face rising housing costs, 

limited shelter capacity, and growing behavioral health needs,” said Ms. Castro, “This 

year’s results show progress, but also reinforce the need for sustained, coordinated, 

data-driven solutions.” 

 

2026 Placer County Highlights (CA-515) 

• 642 total individuals (down 9.7%) 

• 337 unsheltered, 305 sheltered  

• 27 unaccompanied youth, HUD defines as individuals ages 24 and under (down 

from 54 in 2025) 

• 26 unaccompanied youth were ages 18-24, plus 1 child of an 18–24-year-old 

parent    

• 38 veterans (down from 41 in 2025)  

• 33 families with children (up from 31 in 2025) 

 

“Seeing these declines even as our population continues to grow is encouraging,” said 

Board Chair of the Placer Continuum of Care, Suzanne Acrell. “Placer has had one of 

the lowest rates of homelessness in California. With more permanent supportive 

housing coming online soon, increased targeted outreach, housing navigation support, 

and other critical investments in behavioral health treatment programs underway, we 

hope to drive that rate down even further.” 
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Unsheltered individuals in Placer live in makeshift outdoor locations or in vehicles. 

Outreach teams identified 238 people living outdoors or in tents and another 68 staying 

in vehicles.  

 

The 2026 PIT count also highlights the significant health and behavioral challenges 

faced by many experiencing homelessness. 

  

2026 Placer County Health and Behavior Health Challenges 

• 271 individuals reported experiencing mental health conditions (53% of those 

responding),  

• 163 (32%) with substance use disorders  

• 226 (44%) with physical disabilities.  

 

Many individuals surveyed reported long-standing ties to the county, 310 people (54% 

of those responding) said they had lived locally for five or more years, reinforcing that 

homelessness in the area affects residents rather than transient populations. 

 

About HRCS 

The Homeless Resource Council of the Sierras (HRCS) leads regional efforts through 

the Continuum of Care for Placer (CA-515) and Nevada County (CA-531), coordinating 

funding, planning, and strategies to prevent and end homelessness. 

 

Media Contact: Blanca Castro, Executive Director   

Homeless Resource Council of the Sierras (916) 200-9243 Email: bcastro@hrcscoc.org 
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