
​St. Peter’s Episcopal Church​ ​The Third Sunday of Advent​
​Lewes, Delaware​ ​December 14, 2025, 10:15 a.m., Holy Eucharist, Rite II​

​OPENING VOLUNTARY​ ​Magnificat. V​ ​Marcel Dupré (1886–1971)​
​(He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel…)​

​▲ HYMN IN PROCESSION​ ​Tell out, my soul, the greatness​​of the Lord​ ​The Hymnal 1982, # 437​

​Celebrant​ ​☩ Blessed are you, holy and living One.​
​People​ ​You come to your people and set them free.​

​▲ THE COLLECT FOR PURITY​

​Almighty​​God,​​to​​you​​all​​hearts​​are​​open,​​all​​desires​​known,​​and​​from​​you​​no​​secrets​​are​​hid:​​Cleanse​​the​
​thoughts​ ​of​ ​our​ ​hearts​ ​by​ ​the​ ​inspiration​ ​of​ ​your​ ​Holy​ ​Spirit,​ ​that​ ​we​ ​may​ ​perfectly​ ​love​ ​you,​ ​and​
​worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.​​Amen.​

​The Advent wreath is lighted during the singing of​

​▲ CANTICLE 16​ ​The Song of Zechariah​

​▲​​Indicates the People stand, as able.​ ​☩​​Indicates the People may make the sign of the cross.​



​▲ THE COLLECT OF THE DAY​

​Celebrant​ ​The Lord be with you.​
​People​ ​And also with you.​
​Celebrant​ ​Let us pray.​

​O​ ​God​ ​of​ ​Isaiah​ ​and​ ​John​ ​the​ ​Baptist,​ ​through​ ​all​ ​such​ ​faithful​ ​ones,​ ​you​ ​proclaim​ ​the​
​unfolding​ ​of​ ​future​ ​joy​ ​and​ ​renewed​ ​life;​ ​strengthen​ ​our​ ​hearts​ ​to​ ​believe​ ​your​ ​advent​
​promise​​that​​one​​day​​we​​will​​walk​​in​​the​​holy​​way​​of​​Christ,​​where​​sorrow​​and​​sighing​​will​
​be no more and the journey of God’s people will be joy.​​Amen.​

​FIRST LESSON​ ​Isaiah 35:1–10​
​Reader​ ​A reading from the prophet Isaiah.​
​The​​wilderness​​and​​the​​dry​​land​​shall​​be​​glad,​​the​​desert​​shall​​rejoice​​and​​blossom;​​like​​the​​crocus​​it​​shall​
​blossom​ ​abundantly,​ ​and​ ​rejoice​ ​with​ ​joy​ ​and​ ​singing.​ ​The​ ​glory​ ​of​ ​Lebanon​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​given​ ​to​ ​it,​ ​the​
​majesty​​of​​Carmel​​and​​Sharon.​​They​​shall​​see​​the​​glory​​of​​the​​LORD​​,​​the​​majesty​​of​​our​​God.​​Strengthen​
​the​​weak​​hands,​​and​​make​​firm​​the​​feeble​​knees.​​Say​​to​​those​​who​​are​​of​​a​​fearful​​heart,​​“Be​​strong,​​do​
​not​ ​fear!​ ​Here​ ​is​ ​your​​God.​​He​​will​​come​​with​​vengeance,​​with​​terrible​​recompense.​​He​​will​​come​​and​
​save​​you.”​​Then​​the​​eyes​​of​​the​​blind​​shall​​be​​opened,​​and​​the​​ears​​of​​the​​deaf​​unstopped;​​then​​the​​lame​
​shall​ ​leap​ ​like​ ​a​ ​deer,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​tongue​ ​of​ ​the​ ​speechless​ ​sing​ ​for​​joy.​​For​​waters​​shall​​break​​forth​​in​​the​
​wilderness,​ ​and​ ​streams​ ​in​ ​the​ ​desert;​ ​the​ ​burning​ ​sand​ ​shall​ ​become​ ​a​ ​pool,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​thirsty​ ​ground​
​springs​​of​​water;​​the​​haunt​​of​​jackals​​shall​​become​​a​​swamp,​​the​​grass​​shall​​become​​reeds​​and​​rushes.​​A​
​highway​​shall​​be​​there,​​and​​it​​shall​​be​​called​​the​​Holy​​Way;​​the​​unclean​​shall​​not​​travel​​on​​it,​​but​​it​​shall​
​be​ ​for​ ​God’s​ ​people;​ ​no​ ​traveler,​ ​not​ ​even​ ​fools,​ ​shall​ ​go​ ​astray.​ ​No​ ​lion​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​there,​ ​nor​ ​shall​ ​any​
​ravenous​​beast​​come​​up​​on​​it;​​they​​shall​​not​​be​​found​​there,​​but​​the​​redeemed​​shall​​walk​​there.​​And​​the​
​ransomed​ ​of​ ​the​ ​LORD​ ​shall​ ​return,​ ​and​ ​come​ ​to​ ​Zion​​with​​singing;​​everlasting​​joy​​shall​​be​​upon​​their​
​heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.​
​Reader​ ​Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
​People​ ​Thanks be to God.​

​CANTICLE 15​ ​The Song of Mary​ ​chant: Charles​​Frederick South (1850–1916)​
​My soul proclaims the greatness of the​​LORD​​,​
​my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *​

​for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.​
​From this day all generations will call me blessed: *​

​the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.​
​He has mercy on those who fear him *​

​in every generation.​
​He has shown the strength of his arm, *​

​he has scattered the proud in their conceit.​
​He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *​

​and has lifted up the lowly.​
​He has filled the hungry with good things, *​

​and the rich he has sent away empty.​
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​He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *​
​for he has remembered his promise of mercy,​

​The promise he made to our fathers, *​
​to Abraham and his children for ever.​

​SECOND LESSON​ ​James 5:7​​–10​
​Reader​ ​A reading from the letter to James.​
​Be​ ​patient,​ ​therefore,​ ​beloved,​ ​until​ ​the​ ​coming​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord.​ ​The​ ​farmer​ ​waits​ ​for​ ​the​ ​precious​ ​crop​
​from​​the​​earth,​​being​​patient​​with​​it​​until​​it​​receives​​the​​early​​and​​the​​late​​rains.​​You​​also​​must​​be​​patient.​
​Strengthen​​your​​hearts,​​for​​the​​coming​​of​​the​​Lord​​is​​near.​​Beloved,​​do​​not​​grumble​​against​​one​​another,​
​so​ ​that​ ​you​ ​may​​not​​be​​judged.​​See,​​the​​Judge​​is​​standing​​at​​the​​doors!​​As​​an​​example​​of​​suffering​​and​
​patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.​
​Reader​ ​Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
​People​ ​Thanks be to God.​

​▲ HYMN​ ​Wonder, Love, and Praise, # 722​

​Words: Gracia Grindal (b. 1943) © 1983 Hope Publishing Co.​
​Music:​ ​Sterling,​​Joy F. Patterson (b.1931) © 1990​​Hope Publishing Co.​
​Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.​
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​▲  GOSPEL​ ​Matthew 11:2–11​
​Gospeler​ ​The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ​​according to Matthew.​
​People​ ​Glory to you, Lord Christ.​
​When​​John​​heard​​in​​prison​​what​​the​​Messiah​​was​​doing,​​he​​sent​​word​​by​​his​​disciples​​and​​said​​to​​him,​
​“Are​ ​you​ ​the​ ​one​ ​who​ ​is​ ​to​ ​come,​ ​or​ ​are​ ​we​ ​to​ ​wait​ ​for​ ​another?”​​Jesus​​answered​​them,​​“Go​​and​​tell​
​John​​what​​you​​hear​​and​​see:​​the​​blind​​receive​​their​​sight,​​the​​lame​​walk,​​the​​lepers​​are​​cleansed,​​the​​deaf​
​hear,​ ​the​ ​dead​ ​are​ ​raised,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​poor​ ​have​ ​good​ ​news​ ​brought​ ​to​​them.​​And​​blessed​​is​​anyone​​who​
​takes​​no​​offense​​at​​me.”​​As​​they​​went​​away,​​Jesus​​began​​to​​speak​​to​​the​​crowds​​about​​John:​​“What​​did​
​you​​go​​out​​into​​the​​wilderness​​to​​look​​at?​​A​​reed​​shaken​​by​​the​​wind?​​What​​then​​did​​you​​go​​out​​to​​see?​
​Someone​​dressed​​in​​soft​​robes?​​Look,​​those​​who​​wear​​soft​​robes​​are​​in​​royal​​palaces.​​What​​then​​did​​you​
​go​ ​out​ ​to​ ​see?​ ​A​ ​prophet?​ ​Yes,​ ​I​ ​tell​ ​you,​ ​and​ ​more​ ​than​ ​a​ ​prophet.​​This​​is​​the​​one​​about​​whom​​it​​is​
​written,​​‘See,​​I​​am​​sending​​my​​messenger​​ahead​​of​​you,​​who​​will​​prepare​​your​​way​​before​​you.’​​“Truly​​I​
​tell​​you,​​among​​those​​born​​of​​women​​no​​one​​has​​arisen​​greater​​than​​John​​the​​Baptist;​​yet​​the​​least​​in​​the​
​kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”​
​Gospeler​ ​The Gospel of the Lord.​
​People​ ​Praise to you, Lord Christ.​

​THE SERMON​ ​The Rev. Dr. Fred Day​

​▲THE NICENE CREED​

​We​​believe​​in​​one​​God,​​the​​Father,​​the​​Almighty,​​maker​​of​​heaven​​and​​earth,​​of​​all​​that​​is,​​seen​
​and​​unseen.​​We​​believe​​in​​one​​Lord,​​Jesus​​Christ,​​the​​only​​Son​​of​​God,​​eternally​​begotten​​of​​the​
​Father,​ ​God​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​Light​ ​from​​Light,​​true​​God​​from​​true​​God,​​begotten,​​not​​made,​​of​​one​
​Being​​with​​the​​Father;​​through​​him​​all​​things​​were​​made.​​For​​us​​and​​for​​our​​salvation​​he​​came​
​down​ ​from​ ​heaven,​ ​was​ ​incarnate​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Spirit​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Virgin​ ​Mary​ ​and​ ​became​ ​truly​
​human.​ ​For​ ​our​ ​sake​ ​he​ ​was​ ​crucified​​under​​Pontius​​Pilate;​​he​​suffered​​death​​and​​was​​buried.​
​On​​the​​third​​day​​he​​rose​​again​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Scriptures;​​he​​ascended​​into​​heaven​​and​
​is​​seated​​at​​the​​right​​hand​​of​​the​​Father.​​He​​will​​come​​again​​in​​glory​​to​​judge​​the​​living​​and​​the​
​dead,​​and​​his​​kingdom​​will​​have​​no​​end.​​We​​believe​​in​​the​​Holy​​Spirit,​​the​​Lord,​​the​​giver​​of​​life,​
​who​ ​proceeds​ ​from​​the​​Father​​and​​the​​Son,​​who​​with​​the​​Father​​and​​the​​Son​​is​​worshiped​​and​
​glorified,​ ​who​ ​has​ ​spoken​ ​through​ ​the​ ​prophets.​ ​We​​believe​​in​​one​​holy​​catholic​​and​​apostolic​
​Church.​ ​We​ ​acknowledge​ ​one​ ​baptism​ ​for​ ​the​ ​forgiveness​ ​of​ ​sins.​ ​We​ ​look​ ​for​ ​the​ ​☩​
​resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.​

​▲ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE​ ​by the Rev. Dr. Fred​​Day​
​Deacon​ ​In​​waiting​​and​​watching,​​we​​come​​to​​you​​in​​prayer​​O​​God,​​trusting​​your​​promise​​to​​renew​

​the church and the whole creation.​
​Leader​ ​We​​pray​​for​​the​​church.​​Make​​us​​strong​​to​​join​​you​​in​​your​​holy​​work​​as​​friends​​of​​victims​

​and​ ​strangers,​ ​companions​ ​to​ ​those​ ​whom​ ​others​ ​shun,​ ​and​ ​as​ ​the​ ​happiness​ ​of​ ​those​
​whose hearts are broken. God of power and mercy,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
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​Leader​ ​We​ ​pray​ ​for​ ​the​ ​earth.​ ​Where​ ​lands​ ​are​ ​parched​ ​and​ ​dry,​ ​bring​ ​rain​ ​and​ ​snow,​ ​where​
​wilderness​​is​​barren,​​sow​​seeds​​of​​new​​life.​​Bless​​lands,​​trees,​​and​​flowering​​plants​​in​​their​
​winter​ ​dormancy​ ​and​ ​bring​ ​them,​ ​with​ ​all​ ​creatures,​ ​to​ ​thrive​ ​in​ ​due​ ​season.​ ​Wondrous​
​God,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
​Leader​ ​We​​pray​​for​​the​​nations​​of​​the​​world.​​Root​​out​​injustice​​and​​corruption​​fostered​​by​​leaders​

​and​ ​governments.​ ​Turn​ ​our​ ​attention​ ​to​ ​inequity,​ ​the​ ​plight​ ​of​ ​the​​poor,​​and​​those​​in​​the​
​grips​ ​of​ ​food​ ​and​​housing​​insecurity.​​Deepen​​our​​sense​​of​​compassion.​​God​​who​​fills​​the​
​hungry with good things,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
​Leader​ ​We​ ​pray​ ​for​ ​the​ ​imprisoned​ ​and​ ​those​ ​held​​captive.​​Strengthen​​the​​work​​of​​the​​church​​in​

​restorative​​justice​​and​​as​​advocates​​for​​political​​prisoners​​and​​all​​unjustly​​detained.​​We​​pray​
​for​ ​immigrants​ ​among​ ​us​ ​and​ ​those​ ​marginalized​​because​​of​​their​​country​​of​​origin.​​God​
​of the alien and stranger,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
​Leader​ ​The​ ​scripture​ ​says:​ ​“Be​ ​persistent​ ​in​ ​prayer,​ ​and​ ​keep​ ​alert​ ​as​ ​you​ ​pray,​ ​giving​ ​thanks​ ​to​

​God.”​​God,​​thank​​you​​for​​the​​joys​​and​​blessings​​of​​this​​life.​​(​​The​​people​​may​​offer​​thanksgivings,​
​silently or aloud.​​)​
​For your love and goodness, O God,​

​People​ ​We give you thanks.​
​Leader​ ​We​​pray​​for​​those​​enduring​​difficult​​times.​​When​​bodies​​grow​​weak​​and​​hearts​​are​​fearful,​

​bring​ ​healing​ ​and​ ​hope;​ ​we​ ​pray​ ​especially​ ​for​ ​_____,​​and​​those​​we​​now​​name​​silently​​or​
​aloud.​​(​​Pause​​)​​Use​​us​​to​​be​​bearers​​of​​your​​grace​​and​​mercy.​​God​​of​​restorative​​power​​and​
​wellness,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
​Leader​ ​We​​give​​thanks​​for​​the​​faithful​​who​​have​​lived​​and​​died​​☩​​trusting​​in​​you,​​especially​​Bruce​

​Phalen​ ​and​ ​Joyce​ ​Lindsay,​ ​and​ ​those​​we​​now​​name​​silently​​or​​aloud.​​(​​Pause)​​May​​they,​​like​
​the​ ​bold,​ ​God-bearing​ ​faith​ ​of​ ​Mary,​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​of​ ​Jesus,​ ​inspire​ ​our​ ​witness​ ​and​ ​work.​
​God of grace,​

​People​ ​Hear our prayer.​
​Celebrant​ ​God​​of​​glory,​​whose​​Son​​looked​​on​​the​​brokenness​​of​​this​​world​​in​​love,​​and​​in​​his​​mercy​

​came​ ​to​ ​bring​ ​us​ ​healing​ ​and​ ​peace,​ ​grant​ ​us​​grace​​to​​long​​for​​his​​coming​​again,​​that​​our​
​hearts​ ​would​ ​be​ ​opened​ ​by​ ​his​ ​compassion,​ ​and​ ​our​ ​world​ ​would​ ​be​ ​reconciled​ ​by​ ​his​
​inspiration, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.​ ​Amen.​

​▲ CONFESSION OF SIN​

​Deacon​ ​We pray to you also for the forgiveness of​​our sins.​​Silence is kept.​​Have mercy upon us,​
​People​ ​most​ ​merciful​ ​God;​ ​in​ ​your​ ​compassion​ ​forgive​ ​us​ ​our​ ​sins,​​known​​and​​unknown,​

​things​ ​done​ ​and​ ​left​​undone;​​and​​so​​uphold​​us​​by​​your​​Spirit​​that​​we​​may​​live​​and​
​serve​ ​you​ ​in​ ​newness​ ​of​ ​life,​ ​to​ ​the​ ​honor​ ​and​ ​glory​ ​of​ ​your​ ​Name;​ ​through​ ​Jesus​
​Christ our Lord. Amen.​
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​Celebrant​ ​Almighty​ ​God​ ​have​ ​mercy​ ​on​ ​you,​ ​forgive​ ​you​ ​all​ ​your​ ​sins​ ​☩​ ​through​ ​our​ ​Lord​ ​Jesus​
​Christ,​ ​strengthen​ ​you​ ​in​ ​all​ ​goodness,​ ​and​ ​by​ ​the​ ​power​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Spirit​ ​keep​ ​you​ ​in​
​eternal life.​​Amen.​

​▲ THE PEACE​
​Celebrant​ ​The Peace of the Lord be always with you.​
​People​ ​And also with you.​

​BLESSINGS FOR BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES​

​OFFERTORY ANTHEM​ ​Carl Schalk (1929–2021)​

​1.  As the dark awaits the dawn,​
​so we await your light.​
​O Star of promise, scatter night,​
​loving bright, loving bright,​
​till shades of fear are gone.​

​3.  As the moon reflects the sun​
​until the night’s decrease,​
​may we your healing light release,​
​living peace, living peace,​
​unto your holy dawn.​

​2.  As the blue expectant hour​
​before the silvering skies,​
​we long to see your day arise,​
​whole and wise, whole and wise,​
​O lucent Morning Star.​

​4.  Shine your future on this place,​
​enlighten every guest,​
​that through us stream your holiness,​
​bright and blest, bright and blest,​
​come dawn, O Sun of grace.​

​–Susan Palo Cherwien (1953–2021)​

​▲ PRESENTATION HYMN​ ​Winchester New​

​▲  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING​ ​Eucharistic Prayer B​
​Celebrant​ ​The Lord be with you.​
​People​ ​And also with you.​
​Celebrant​ ​Lift up your hearts.​
​People​ ​We lift them to the Lord.​
​Celebrant​ ​Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
​People​ ​It is right to give our thanks and praise.​
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​It​ ​is​ ​right,​ ​and​ ​a​ ​good​ ​and​ ​joyful​ ​thing,​ ​always​​and​​everywhere​​to​​give​​thanks​​to​​you,​​Father​​Almighty,​
​Creator​​of​​heaven​​and​​earth.​​Because​​you​​sent​​your​​beloved​​Son​​to​​redeem​​us​​from​​sin​​and​​death,​​and​
​to​​make​​us​​heirs​​in​​him​​of​​everlasting​​life;​​that​​when​​he​​shall​​come​​again​​in​​power​​and​​great​​triumph​​to​
​judge​​the​​world,​​we​​may​​without​​shame​​or​​fear​​rejoice​​to​​behold​​his​​appearing.​​Therefore​​we​​praise​​you,​
​joining​ ​our​ ​voices​ ​with​ ​Angels​ ​and​ ​Archangels​ ​and​ ​with​ ​all​​the​​company​​of​​heaven,​​who​​for​​ever​​sing​
​this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:​

​The Hymnal 1982, S 114​

​Setting: From​​Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena,​​Healey​​Willian (1880-1968)​

​We​​give​​thanks​​to​​you,​​O​​God,​​for​​the​​goodness​​and​​love​​which​​you​​have​​made​​known​​to​​us​​in​​creation;​
​in​​the​​calling​​of​​Israel​​to​​be​​your​​people;​​in​​your​​Word​​spoken​​through​​the​​prophets;​​and​​above​​all​​in​​the​
​Word​ ​made​ ​flesh,​ ​Jesus,​ ​your​ ​Son.​ ​For​ ​in​ ​these​ ​last​ ​days​​you​​sent​​him​​to​​be​​incarnate​​from​​the​​Virgin​
​Mary,​​to​​be​​the​​Savior​​and​​Redeemer​​of​​the​​world.​​In​​him,​​you​​have​​delivered​​us​​from​​evil,​​and​​made​​us​
​worthy​ ​to​ ​stand​ ​before​ ​you.​ ​In​ ​him,​ ​you​ ​have​ ​brought​ ​us​ ​out​ ​of​ ​error​ ​into​ ​truth,​ ​out​ ​of​ ​sin​ ​into​
​righteousness, out of death into life.​

​On​​the​​night​​before​​he​​died​​for​​us,​​our​​Lord​​Jesus​​Christ​​took​​bread;​​and​​when​​he​​had​​given​​thanks​​to​
​you,​​he​​broke​​it,​​and​​gave​​it​​to​​his​​disciples,​​and​​said,​​“Take,​​eat:​​This​​is​​my​​Body,​​which​​is​​given​​for​​you.​
​Do​ ​this​ ​for​ ​the​ ​remembrance​ ​of​ ​me.”​ ​After​ ​supper​ ​he​ ​took​ ​the​ ​cup​ ​of​ ​wine;​ ​and​ ​when​ ​he​ ​had​ ​given​
​thanks,​ ​he​ ​gave​ ​it​ ​to​ ​them,​ ​and​ ​said,​ ​“Drink​ ​this,​ ​all​ ​of​ ​you:​ ​This​ ​is​ ​my​ ​Blood​ ​of​ ​the​ ​new​ ​Covenant,​
​which​ ​is​ ​shed​ ​for​ ​you​ ​and​ ​for​ ​many​ ​for​​the​​forgiveness​​of​​sins.​​Whenever​​you​​drink​​it,​​do​​this​​for​​the​
​remembrance of me.”​

​Celebrant​ ​Therefore, according to his command, O Father,​
​People​ ​We​ ​remember​ ​his​ ​death,​ ​We​ ​proclaim​ ​his​ ​resurrection,​ ​We​ ​await​ ​his​ ​coming​ ​in​

​glory;​
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​And​​we​​offer​​our​​sacrifice​​of​​praise​​and​​thanksgiving​​to​​you,​​O​​Lord​​of​​all;​​presenting​​to​​you,​​from​​your​
​creation,​​this​​bread​​and​​this​​wine.​​We​​pray​​you,​​gracious​​God,​​to​​send​​your​​Holy​​Spirit​​upon​​these​​gifts​
​that​​they​​may​​be​​the​​Sacrament​​of​​the​​Body​​of​​Christ​​and​​his​​Blood​​of​​the​​new​​Covenant.​​Unite​​us​​☩​​to​
​your​​Son​​in​​his​​sacrifice,​​that​​we​​may​​be​​acceptable​​through​​him,​​being​​sanctified​​by​​the​​Holy​​Spirit.​​In​
​the​​fullness​​of​​time,​​put​​all​​things​​in​​subjection​​under​​your​​Christ,​​and​​bring​​us​​to​​that​​heavenly​​country​
​where,​ ​with​ ​all​ ​your​ ​saints,​ ​we​ ​may​ ​enter​ ​the​ ​everlasting​ ​heritage​ ​of​ ​your​ ​sons​ ​and​​daughters;​​through​
​Jesus​ ​Christ​ ​our​ ​Lord,​ ​the​ ​firstborn​ ​of​ ​all​ ​creation,​ ​the​ ​head​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Church,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​author​ ​of​ ​our​
​salvation.​​By​​him,​​and​​with​​him,​​and​​in​​him,​​in​​the​​unity​​of​​the​​Holy​​Spirit​​all​​honor​​and​​glory​​is​​yours,​
​Almighty Father, now and for ever.​​AMEN.​

​And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,​

​▲  THE LORD’S PRAYER​

​Our​​Father,​​who​​art​​in​​heaven,​​hallowed​​be​​thy​​Name,​​thy​​kingdom​​come,​​thy​​will​​be​​done,​​on​
​earth​ ​as​ ​it​ ​is​ ​in​ ​heaven.​ ​Give​ ​us​ ​this​ ​day​ ​our​ ​daily​ ​bread.​ ​And​​forgive​​us​​our​​trespasses,​​as​​we​
​forgive​​those​​who​​trespass​​against​​us.​​And​​lead​​us​​not​​into​​temptation,​​but​​deliver​​us​​from​​evil.​
​For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.​

​▲ THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD​

​Celebrant​ ​Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed​​for us;​
​People​ ​Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.​

​The Hymnal 1982, S 158​

​Setting: From​​Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena,​​Healey Willian (1880-1968)​
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​INVITATION TO COMMUNION​

​Celebrant​ ​The​​Gifts​​of​​God​​for​​the​​People​​of​​God.​​(Take​​them​​in​​remembrance​​that​​Christ​​died​​for​
​you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.)​

​The​ ​Sacrament​ ​is​ ​distributed​ ​at​ ​the​ ​communion​ ​rail;​ ​you​ ​are​ ​welcome​ ​to​ ​kneel​ ​or​ ​stand​ ​to​ ​receive.​ ​Please​​grasp​​the​
​chalice​ ​at​ ​the​ ​base​ ​and​ ​guide​ ​it​ ​to​ ​your​ ​lips.​ ​Gluten-free​ ​wafers​ ​are​ ​available,​ ​please​ ​ask​ ​the​ ​priest​ ​if​ ​you​ ​need​ ​one.​
​Communion​ ​is​ ​full​ ​and​ ​complete​ ​in​ ​either​ ​the​ ​host​ ​or​ ​the​ ​chalice.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​desire​ ​to​ ​receive​ ​a​ ​blessing​ ​instead​ ​of​
​communion, please indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest.​

​COMMUNION HYMNS​ ​Take Up the Song, # 4​

​Words:  Greek, tr. John Brownlie, 1907​
​Music:​ ​Merton Frye,​​Jack Warren Burnam, 2007 © 2023​​Selah Publishing Co., Inc.​
​Reprinted by permission of OneLicense #A-709423.​

​Watchman, tell us of the night​ ​The Hymnal 1982, # 640​
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​COMMISSIONING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS​ ​if present​

​Celebrant​ ​In​​the​​name​​of​​this​​congregation,​​I​​send​​you​​forth​​bearing​​these​​holy​​gifts,​​that​​those​​to​
​whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s body and blood.​

​People​ ​We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.​

​▲  POST-COMMUNION PRAYER​
​Celebrant​ ​Let us pray.​
​People​ ​Eternal​ ​God,​ ​heavenly​ ​Father,​ ​you​ ​have​ ​graciously​ ​accepted​ ​us​​as​​living​​members​

​of​ ​your​ ​Son​ ​our​ ​Savior​​Jesus​​Christ,​​and​​you​​have​​fed​​us​​with​​spiritual​​food​ ​in​​the​
​Sacrament​ ​of​ ​his​ ​Body​​and​​Blood.​​Send​​us​​now​​into​​the​​world​​in​​peace,​​and​​grant​
​us​ ​strength​ ​and​ ​courage​ ​to​ ​love​ ​and​ ​serve​ ​you​ ​with​ ​gladness​ ​and​ ​singleness​ ​of​
​heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.​

​▲  THE BLESSING​

​▲ HYMN IN PROCESSION​ ​Hark! the glad sound! the Savior​​comes​ ​The Hymnal 1982, # 72​

​▲ THE DISMISSAL​

​Deacon​ ​Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.​
​People​ ​Thanks be to God.​

​All are welcome to sit and enjoy the postlude.​
​If you wish to leave, please do so quietly in respect for others.​

​CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY​ ​O Come, O Come, Emmanuel​ ​arr.​​Robert Powell (1932–2025)​

​Please note that this service is being live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. You might be visible on the video feed.​
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​Prayer​ ​List:​​(names​ ​usually​ ​stay​ ​on​ ​for​ ​about​ ​a​​month)​​:​​Mary​​Ellen​​Adams,​​Brian​​Atchison,​​Frank​​&​​Vicki​​Ball,​
​Bill​​Beihl,​​Sharon​​Bembry,​​Patty​​Bennett,​​Joanne​​Bernardo,​​Olga​​Brocco,​​Charles​​Brown,​​Brian​​Cahill,​​Tom​
​Campione,​ ​Dave​ ​Canan,​ ​Tom​ ​Carlson,​ ​Lorraine​ ​Carr,​ ​Rebecca​ ​Carr,​ ​Pat​ ​Casadei,​ ​Bill​ ​Chaney,​ ​Owen​
​Cheevers,​ ​Diane​ ​Clark,​ ​Mike​ ​Clemmer,​ ​Marcia​ ​Cook,​ ​Guy​ ​Corriero,​ ​Marianne​ ​Coté,​ ​Rebekah​ ​Crager​ ​&​
​Richard​ ​Sweeney,​ ​Emily​ ​Cronin,​ ​Mike​ ​Davitt,​ ​Carol​​Decatur,​​Angelique​​Devlin,​​Pat​​Ditmars,​​Justin​​Dodd,​
​Marianna​ ​Dyal,​ ​Jody​ ​Ebert,​ ​Dotty​ ​Eisenhour,​ ​Jim​ ​Elsner,​ ​Dean​ ​Ferris,​ ​Robert​ ​Fields,​ ​Olga​ ​Fitch,​ ​Susan​
​Fortier,​​Ann​​France,​​Pere​​Yvan​​Francois,​​Pamela​​Gallamore,​​Al​​Gensch,​​Patty​​Gibler,​​Emily​​Gibson,​​Tanya​
​Gilden,​​Bernie​​Gilmore,​​Paul​​Goebel,​​William​​Golding,​​Charles​​Graham​​&​​Ray​​Myrtle,​​Bill​​Granger,​​Nancy​
​Grasing,​ ​Mary​ ​Beth​ ​&​ ​John​ ​Grau,​ ​Pete​​Hansot,​​Don​​Harlan,​​Alice​​Harris,​​Laurie​​Hawkins,​​Bruce​​Heisler,​
​Ginny​ ​Holthaus,​ ​Beth​ ​Hoolehan,​ ​Bob​ ​Howard,​ ​Vernon​ ​Huber,​ ​Chloe​ ​Jackson,​ ​Rebecca​ ​Jackson,​ ​Brian​
​Jenkins,​​Mary​​&​​Fran​​Kane,​​Almira​​Kikic,​​Charlotte​​King,​​Casen​​Kirk,​​The​​Rev.​​Bob​​Kriesat,​​Susan​​Kubler,​
​Christine​ ​Layden,​ ​Kerri​ ​Layton,​ ​David​ ​Levin,​ ​Charles​ ​Lewis​ ​Jr.,​ ​Charles​ ​LoPresto,​ ​Chris​ ​Long,​​Jack​​Lord,​
​Eleanor​ ​Martchmont,​ ​Joseph​ ​Marcin,​ ​Greg​ ​Martin,​ ​Don​ ​Matthews,​ ​Penny​ ​McCaffrey,​ ​Kathy​ ​McClune,​
​Gibson​ ​Alula​ ​McDade,​ ​Lindy​ ​McMillian,​ ​Brian​ ​McQuilkin,​ ​Bernadette​ ​Michaels,​ ​Jo​ ​Miller-Marcin,​ ​Dan​
​Mulveny,​ ​Josey​ ​Mulveny,​ ​Tracy​ ​Mulveny,​ ​Helen​ ​Murphy,​ ​Steve​ ​Nieblas,​ ​Brian​ ​North,​ ​Melissa​ ​Nowell,​
​Michael​ ​Overbey,​ ​Debbie​ ​Padgett,​ ​Penny​ ​Pagano,​ ​Joe​ ​Parker,​ ​Lisa​ ​Peterson,​ ​Steve​ ​Portalupi,​ ​Valerie​
​Providenza,​ ​Theresa​ ​Pugh,​ ​Jim​ ​Ralston,​ ​Linda​ ​Reiter,​ ​Angie​ ​Rummel,​ ​Paul​ ​Rummel,​ ​Ed​ ​Ruperd,​ ​Kyra​
​Sampson,​ ​Vicky​​Satz,​​Pat​​Schofield,​​Julie​​Schonfield,​​Mary​​Shea,​​Levi​​Shorter,​​Linda​​Simeone,​​Beth​​Smith,​
​Beth​​Snyder,​​Carolyn​​Snyder,​​Arthur​​Sutton,​​Richard​​Sweeney,​​Andrew​​Taylor,​​Doug​​Thomson,​​Gary​​Tice,​
​Pat​​Vallese,​​Rebecca​​Vasan,​​Tom​​Waite,​​Irving​​Walls,​​Patty​​Warden,​​Tom​​Welch,​​Don​​Wessel,​​Ken​​Wheeler,​
​Louise​​White,​​Marianne​​Wiedmann,​​Sara​​Wilkinson,​​Doug​​Williams,​​Jerry​​Williams,​​Andy,​​Anita​​and​​Hailey,​
​Anne,​ ​Ben,​ ​Bill​ ​D.,​ ​Bob,​ ​Bonnie,​ ​Brucie,​ ​Carol,​ ​Caroline,​ ​Charlie,​ ​Chase,​ ​Chris,​ ​Christa,​ ​Christopher,​
​Clayton,​​Cynthia​​Jean,​​Daniel,​​Deb,​​Debi,​​Derek,​​Diane,​​Dina,​​Doris,​​Doug,​​Eleanor,​​Fran,​​Gabriel,​​Garrett,​
​Gillian​ ​S.,​ ​Hazel,​ ​Heather,​ ​Helen​ ​&​ ​Carol,​ ​Helena,​ ​Jacqueline​ ​C.,​ ​Jaxon,​ ​John,​ ​Julian,​ ​Juliana,​ ​Karen​ ​K.,​
​Kathy​​W.,​​Kerry,​​Larry,​​Leo​​&​​Donna,​​Liz,​​Lynn,​​Marje,​​Marjory,​​Mark,​​Mark​​Thomas,​​Maryann​​K,​​Mandy,​
​Maverick,​ ​Nancy,​ ​Ned,​ ​Nicholas​ ​&​ ​Steve,​ ​Paul,​ ​Pierson,​ ​Raymond,​ ​Rowan,​ ​Ruth,​ ​Sam,​ ​Sarah,​ ​Sarah​ ​P,​
​Stephanie,​ ​Steve​ ​T.,​ ​Susan,​ ​Tammy,​ ​Tara,​ ​Tess,​ ​Thomas,​ ​Tosha,​​Valerie,​​Vicki,​​Wesley,​​William​​K.​​Deaths:​
​Bruce Phalen, Joyce Lindsay​

​PLEASE​​NOTE:​ ​Beginning​​December​​31,​​2025,​​(and​​thereafter​​every​​three​​months,​​March​​31,​​June​​30,​​and​​September​
​30) the entire prayer list will be reset and names will need to be resubmitted.  Questions or concerns, please speak to Fr. Jeff.​

​Hanging​​of​​the​​Greens​​Come​​help​​to​​decorate​​the​​Church​​for​​Christmas!​ ​After​​a​​number​​of​​years​​of​​the​
​Church​ ​being​ ​decorated​ ​by​ ​the​ ​one​ ​man​ ​team,​ ​Robert​ ​Kovalcik,​ ​this​ ​year​ ​we​ ​are​ ​having​ ​a​ ​community​
​decorating​ ​event.​ ​While​ ​the​ ​actual​ ​‘Greening​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Church'​ ​will​ ​take​ ​place​ ​Saturday​ ​morning,​ ​12/20,​ ​we​
​invite​ ​any​ ​and​ ​all​ ​who​ ​are​ ​interested​ ​to​ ​join​ ​our​ ​impromptu​ ​committee.​ ​You​ ​can​ ​also​ ​bring​​greens​​(white​
​pine,​ ​Frasier​ ​fir,​ ​holly,​ ​magnolia,​ ​etc.)​ ​to​ ​be​ ​left​ ​in​ ​the​ ​patio​ ​under​ ​the​ ​maple​ ​tree.​ ​Join​ ​us​ ​for​ ​a​ ​‘staging’​
​session​​on​​Friday,​​12/19​​when​​we​​will​​be​​toting​​decorations​​from​​the​​church​​basement​​and​​setting​​the​​stage​
​for​ ​the​ ​community​​effort​​on​​Saturday​​morning—we​​need​​some​​strong​​arms​​for​​this.​​We​​invite​​all​​who​​are​
​interested​​and​​want​​to​​participate​​to​​join​​us​​on​​Saturday​​morning,​​12/20​​at​​9​​am​​to​​decorate​​the​​church​​with​
​greens,​ ​flowers,​ ​ribbons,​ ​candles​ ​and​ ​delight​ ​for​ ​the​ ​joyful​ ​celebrations​ ​with​ ​which​ ​we​ ​will​ ​celebrate​
​Christmas​​at​​St.​​Peters.​​Please​​plan​​to​​join​​us​​as​​we​​prepare​​for​​Christmas.​ ​Our​​intention​​is​​to​​beautify​​the​
​church​ ​for​ ​the​ ​season​ ​and​ ​enjoy​ ​every​ ​minute​ ​of​ ​the​ ​process.​ ​(And​ ​the​ ​rector​ ​has​ ​promised​ ​to​ ​provide​
​donuts on the 20th.) For more information call:  Kathryn Harris, kathrynph@aol.com, or 302 983 4230.​
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​CALENDAR​

​Morning and Evening Prayer are offered daily at 9 am and 5 pm on our Facebook page​
​Sunday, December 14​
​8 am​ ​Holy Eucharist​
​9​​30​ ​am​ ​Godly Play​
​10​​15​ ​am​ ​Holy Eucharist​
​4 pm​ ​St. Peter’s Readers​

​Monday, December 15​
​11 am​ ​Yoga​
​1 pm​ ​Yoga​
​7 pm​ ​AA​
​7 pm​ ​Mission & Outreach​

​Tuesday, December 16​
​Noon​ ​AA​
​10 am​ ​Art Strong​
​1 pm​ ​S.T.a.R. Class​
​3 pm​ ​Beginner Bells​
​4 pm​ ​Handbell Rehearsal​
​6 pm​ ​Scouts (December Pack Meeting)​

​Wednesday, December 17​
​9​​30​ ​am​ ​Clergy Group​
​10​​30​ ​am​ ​Centering Prayer​
​11 am​ ​Staff Meeting​
​3 pm​ ​Eucharist at The Moorings​
​4 pm​ ​Eucharist at The Lodge​

​Wednesday (continued)​
​5 pm​ ​S.T.a.R. Class​
​5 pm​ ​Stephen Ministry​
​7 pm​ ​AA​
​7 pm​ ​Holy Eucharist​

​Thursday, December 18​
​9​​30​ ​am​ ​Bible Study​
​11 am​ ​Art Show Committee​
​11 am​ ​Yoga​
​6 pm​ ​Scouts​
​7 pm​ ​Choir Rehearsal​

​Friday, December 19​
​10​​30​ ​am​ ​Women’s Spirituality​

​Saturday, December 20​
​1 pm​ ​Caroling @ The Moorings​
​2 pm​ ​Caroling @ The Lodge​
​5 pm​ ​Holy Eucharist​

​Sunday, December 21​
​8 am​ ​Holy Eucharist​
​9​​30​ ​am​ ​Godly Play​
​10​​15​ ​am​ ​Holy Eucharist​
​4 pm​ ​Diocesan Lessons & Carols​

​Today’s Servants​
​Acolyte​ ​Lector​ ​Chalice Bearers​ ​Ushers​

​Harper Myers​ ​Jeannie Cummins​ ​Annie Freeman  &​
​Kelley Mallon​

​Ann Lynn Martin,​
​Brenda Mitchell, and​

​Terri Latini​

​COFFEE​​HOUR​​HOSTS​ ​NEEDED​ ​The​ ​second​​most​​important​​hour​​of​​our​​week​​together​​at​​St.​
​Peter’s​ ​(after​ ​Holy​ ​Eucharist)​ ​is​ ​our​ ​fellowship/coffee​ ​hour.​ ​Sunday’s​ ​Host:​ ​Brenda​ ​Mitchell,​ ​Sandra​
​Ritter, and Paula Yarbrough​

​End-of-year​ ​Donation​ ​deadline:​ ​Please​ ​note​ ​that​ ​the​ ​deadline​ ​to​ ​submit​ ​your​​donations​​for​​2025​​to​
​the office is Tuesday, December 30th at noon.​
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​Volunteers​​Needed​​For​​the​​last​​few​​years,​​some​​St.​​Peter’s​​parishioners​​have​​generously​​volunteered​​to​
​feed​​the​​homeless​​with​​volunteers​​from​​St.​​Edmond​​Church​​in​​Rehoboth.​​We​​will​​be​​providing​​food​​for​
​adults​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Community​ ​Center​ ​every​ ​Wednesday​ ​from​ ​12/31-3/25.​ ​We​ ​will​​also​​provide​​food​​for​​50​
​adults​​and​​30​​children​​every​​Sunday​​from​​December​​through​​March​​to​​Lighthouse​​for​​Broken​​Wings​​(at​
​the​ ​Red​ ​Mill​ ​Inn).​ ​If​ ​you​ ​are​ ​interested​ ​in​ ​joining​​a​​team​​of​​volunteers​​to​​feed​​the​​homeless​​again​​this​
​winter, please contact Nancy and Tony Marks at nmarks51355@gmail.com and let them know:​

​St.​ ​Peter’s​ ​Readers​ ​We​ ​meet​ ​in​ ​person​ ​in​ ​the​ ​church​ ​conference​ ​room​ ​on​ ​the​ ​third​ ​Sunday​ ​of​ ​the​
​month. All readers are welcome!​

​●​ ​December 14*- 4 pm:​​annual children’s book collection​​and holiday refreshments​
​●​ ​January​ ​18-​ ​4​ ​pm:​ ​Trevor​ ​Noah’s​ ​memoir,​ ​“Born​ ​a​ ​Crime:​ ​Stories​ ​from​ ​a​ ​South​ ​African​

​Childhood”​
​*Note new date!​

​The​ ​Women’s​ ​Spirituality​ ​Group​ ​at​ ​St.​ ​Peter’s​ ​The​​WSG​​generally​​meets​​on​​the​​1st​​&​​3rd​​Fridays,​
​10:30​ ​am​ ​-​​Noon​​in​​the​​Parish​​Hall.​​Adjustments​​are​​made​​for​​holiday​​weekends.​​Women​​are​​welcome​
​to​ ​attend​​any​​meeting.​​Books​​are​​chosen​​by​​the​​women​​and​​discussion​​facilitated​​by​​the​​Rev.​​Dr.​​Carol​
​Flett​​and​​the​​Rev.​​Rebecca​​Brenner.​​Women​​obtain​​their​​own​​copy​​of​​the​​book.​​In​​December​​(Dec.​​5​​&​
​19),​ ​we​ ​will​ ​conclude​ ​our​ ​discussions​ ​of​ ​See​ ​No​ ​Stranger​ ​-a​ ​memoir​ ​and​ ​manifesto​ ​of​ ​revolutionary​
​Love,​​(chapters​​7,​​8​​&​​9)​​by​​Valerie​​Kaur.​​In​​January​​(9​​&​​23),​​we​​will​​begin​​reading​​and​​discussing​​We​
​Can​​Learn​​to​​Be​​Brave​​or​​the​​updated​​edition,​​We​​Can​​Be​​Brave​​by​​Bishop​​Mariann​​Budde,​​Washington​
​DC​​diocesan​​bishop.​​This​​book​​was​​chosen​​after​​our​​group’s​​discussion​​led​​to​​questions​​of​​‘what​​can​​we​
​do​ ​in​ ​response​ ​to​ ​these​ ​challenging​ ​times’.​ ​Come​ ​and​ ​see​ ​if​ ​this​ ​group​ ​is​ ​what​ ​you​ ​are​ ​looking​ ​for.​
​Questions? Contact revflett@gmail.com​

​Summer​ ​2025​ ​It’s​ ​that​ ​time​ ​of​ ​year​ ​again.​ ​Registration​ ​for​ ​Camp​ ​Arrowhead​ ​sessions​ ​are​ ​open.​ ​Visit​
​their​ ​website​ ​to​ ​enroll.​ ​https://www.camparrowhead.net/register-online.html​ ​Financial​ ​aid​​assistance​​is​
​available​ ​on​ ​their​ ​registration​ ​page​ ​linked​ ​above.​ ​Camp​ ​Arrowhead​ ​Scholarship​ ​Directions:​​Here​​is​
​how​​the​​Scholarship​​at​​St.​​Peter’s​​works​​(the​​camp​​also​​has​​additional​​monies​​available).​​Any​​member​​of​
​the​ ​parish​ ​going​ ​to​ ​camp​ ​can​ ​claim​ ​a​ ​$300​ ​scholarship​ ​for​ ​camp​ ​(while​ ​supplies​ ​last)​ ​per​ ​child.​
​Hardships/special​ ​cases​ ​can​ ​get​ ​more​ ​if​ ​they​ ​let​ ​Father​ ​Jeff​ ​know.​ ​The​ ​scholarships​ ​for​ ​camp​ ​will​ ​be​
​available​ ​until​ ​March​ ​2.​ ​If​ ​any​ ​money​ ​is​ ​left,​ ​it​ ​will​ ​be​ ​sent​ ​to​ ​the​​Camp​​Arrowhead​​scholarship​​fund.​
​Please​​let​​Jessica​​and​​Kelley​​know​​how​​many​​kids​​you​​are​​sending​​so​​they​​can​​reserve​​funds​​for​​you​​by​
​printing out a copy of the statement of account and sending it via email.​

​Men’s​ ​Breakfast​ ​We​​are​​pleased​​to​​announce​​that​​we​​believe​​we​​may​​have​​found​​a​​new​​venue​​for​​the​
​monthly​ ​Men’s​ ​Breakfast.​ ​Come​ ​join​ ​us​ ​on​ ​Saturday,​ ​January​ ​10th;​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Midway​ ​Cafe.​ ​located​ ​in​​the​
​Midway​ ​shopping​ ​center​ ​(just​ ​a​ ​few​ ​doors​ ​down​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Movies​ ​at​​Midway).​​Separate​​checks​​will​​be​
​available.​ ​These​ ​monthly​ ​get-togethers​ ​are​ ​held​ ​on​ ​the​ ​second​ ​Saturday​ ​of​ ​each​ ​month,​ ​September​
​through​ ​June.​ ​All​ ​St.​ ​Peter’s​ ​men​ ​are​ ​welcomed​ ​to​ ​join​ ​these​ ​informal​ ​gatherings,​ ​regardless​ ​of​ ​which​
​worship​​services​​they​​may​​usually​​attend.​ ​The​​breakfasts​​afford​​us​​the​​opportunity​​to​​establish​​and/or​
​renew​​acquaintances,​​especially​​as​​the​​parish​​continues​​to​​grow.​​For​​further​​information​​and​​to​​RSVP​
​(always​ ​helpful)​ ​contact​ ​Stu​ ​Brahs​ ​at​ ​sjbrahs@prodigy.net​​.​ ​PLEASE​ ​RSVP​ ​SO​ ​WE​ ​CAN​ ​LET​
​THE RESTAURANT KNOW HOW MANY THERE WILL BE!​
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​2025​​Angel​​Tree​​Thank​​you​​again​​for​​your​​generosity​​in​​volunteering​​to​​be​​Angels​​for​​families​​in​​need​
​for​​St.​​Peter’s​​Angel​​Tree​​Gift​​Collection.​​All​​Angel​​gifts​​were​​due​​back​​to​​the​​Church​​Office​​by​​10​​Dec​
​2025. If you haven’t returned yours yet, please do so​​no later than​​Sunday, 14 Dec 2025.​
​One-Hit​ ​Wonder​ ​Opportunity:​ ​Dan​ ​is​ ​seeking​ ​Loaders​ ​and​ ​Transporters​ ​to​ ​get​ ​the​ ​gifts​ ​from​ ​St.​
​Peter’s​​to​​our​​partners​​during​​the​​week​​of​​15-19​​Dec​​2025.​​While​​exact​​timing​​is​​to​​be​​determined,​​if​​you​
​send​ ​Dan​ ​your​ ​name​ ​and​ ​contact​​information,​​he’ll​​be​​in​​touch​​when​​the​​drop-offs​​are​​scheduled.​​For​
​Transport​ ​volunteers,​ ​larger-capacity​ ​vehicles​ ​will​ ​be​ ​appreciated​ ​(e.g.,​ ​van,​ ​hatchback​ ​with​ ​fold-down​
​back​ ​seats).​ ​danalemma@gmail.com​ ​or​ ​302-864-0770​ ​This​ ​collection​ ​is​ ​a​ ​cooperative​ ​ministry​ ​with​
​Primeros​ ​Pasos​ ​Early​ ​Childhood​ ​Learning​ ​Center​ ​in​ ​Georgetown,​ ​the​ ​Family​ ​Outreach​ ​Church​ ​in​
​Lincoln, West Side New Beginnings in Rehoboth Beach, and the Lighthouse for Broken Wings in Lewes.​

​Adult​ ​English​ ​Language​ ​Classes:​ ​Registration​ ​is​ ​open;​ ​classes​ ​start​ ​in​ ​January​ ​Registration​ ​is​
​open​​for​​English​​language​​classes​​in​​Rehoboth​​and​​Milford.​​Winter​​classes​​begin​​January​​13.​​Classes​​are​
​held​ ​on​ ​Tuesdays​ ​and​ ​Thursdays;​ ​morning​ ​and​ ​evening​ ​sessions​ ​available​ ​for​ ​students​ ​for​ ​all​ ​levels:​
​beginner​ ​to​ ​advanced.​ ​Small​ ​groups;​ ​friendly​ ​teachers.​ ​Cost:​ ​$20,​ ​includes​ ​books.​ ​Free​ ​childcare​ ​is​
​provided.​​Register​​at​​lcosrehoboth.org/fall-2023-registration,​​or​​email​​esl@lcosrehoboth.org.​​Classes​​are​
​offered by the Community ESL Program, hosted by The Lutheran Church of Our Savior.​

​ADVENT & CHRISTMAS AT ST. PETER’S​
​Saturday, December 20th​

​9 am - ? Hanging of the Greens​
​1 pm - Choir & Family Ministry Caroling at the Moorings​

​2 pm - Choir & Family Ministry Caroling at the Lodge​
​Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 4pm​

​Diocesan Christmas Lessons and Carols with Bishop Brown​
​Saint Peter’s is honored to host this annual diocesan service with the Choir School of DE​

​Monday, December 22, 2025 at 7pm​
​The Longest Night Service​

​Near the Winter Solstice, we gather to console those living with loss and grief.​
​Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24, 2025​

​3:30 pm A Godly Play Christmas with Holy Eucharist​
​(especially intended for Children and young families)​

​5:30 pm Christmas Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist​
​8 pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir​

​11pm Festal Holy Eucharist with parish choir and incense​
​Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25, 2025​
​9 am Holy Eucharist with Baptism (Spoken service)​
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​2026 Altar Flower Dedications​
​If​​you​​would​​like​​to​​dedicate​​flowers​​for​​the​​Altar​​on​​a​​special​​Sunday,​​Easter​​or​​Christmas,​​please​​fill​​out​
​the​​form​​below​​and​​return​​it​​to​​the​​Church​​office​​as​​soon​​as​​possible.​​Please​​list​​the​​names​​as​​you​​would​
​like​​them​​to​​appear​​in​​the​​Sunday​​bulletin​​on​​that​​date.​​Flowers​​may​​be​​given​​“in​​thanksgiving​​for”,​​“in​
​memory​​of ”,​​“in​​celebration​​of ”,​​“in​​honor​​of ”,​​or​​for​​any​​reason.​​We​​limit​​the​​dedication​​of​​flowers​​to​
​two​ ​givers​ ​for​ ​each​ ​Sunday​ ​except​ ​Easter​ ​&​ ​Christmas.​ ​The​ ​number​ ​of​ ​contributors​ ​is​ ​growing;​
​therefore,​ ​the​ ​date​ ​you​ ​have​ ​requested​ ​may​ ​not​ ​be​ ​available.​ ​Dates​ ​are​ ​scheduled​ ​on​ ​a​ ​first​​come​​first​
​served​ ​basis.​ ​We​ ​will​ ​call​ ​if​ ​there​ ​is​ ​a​ ​conflict​ ​to​ ​schedule​ ​you​ ​for​ ​the​ ​week​ ​closest​ ​to​ ​your​​date​​or​​an​
​alternate​​date.​​An​​arrangement​​will​​cost​​$35​​for​​each​​dedication.​​You​​may​​send​​the​​payment​​now​​or​​wait​
​until​​your​​dedication​​date​​is​​a​​little​​closer.​​Checks​​should​​be​​made​​out​​to​​St.​​Peter’s​​Church,​​please​​mark​
​“Flowers”​ ​in​ ​the​ ​memo​ ​line.​ ​The​​information​​you​​return​​will​​be​​kept​​on​​file​​for​​the​​altar​​Flowers​​for​
​the current year only, therefore, we ask that you submit a new sheet for the new year.​
​Flowers will not be used on the Altar during Lent (February 18 – March 22)​
​Palms only will be used on the Altar on March 30 for Palm Sunday​
​During Advent (November 29- December 20) greens or cactus will be used in place of flowers​

​2026 Altar Flower Dedication​

​Given By: _____________________________________________________________________​

​Phone #: _________________________   Email: _____________________________________​

​Address: ______________________________________________________________________​

​Please circle IMO (in memory of). ITF (in thanksgiving for), ICO (in celebration of) for each dedication​

​Date:​ ​Name(s) of individuals/events as you would like it to be listed in the Bulletin​

​_________​ ​_________________________________________________________________​

​_________​ ​_________________________________________________________________​

​_________​ ​_________________________________________________________________​

​_________​ ​_________________________________________________________________​

​___   Payment Enclosed ___   Please Bill Me​

​You may also drop payment off at the Church Office, or by placing it in the Offering Plate.​
​If you prefer you may email your Dedication to kmallon@stpeterslewes.org​
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​CLERGY & PASTORAL STAFF​
​The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross,​​Rector​
​Kelley Mallon,​​Parish Administrator​

​Jessica Potter,​​Family Ministry and Communications​
​T. J. Thomas,​​Minister of Music​

​🜊​

​The Rev. Kathy Andonian​​, Priest Associate​
​The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite,​​Chaplain to Beebe Hospital​

​Robert Reehorst,​​Sexton​
​Helen Waite,​​Garden Manager​

​ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH​
​P.O. Box 464​

​Lewes, DE 19958​
​(302) 645-8479 * ww.stpeterslewes.org​ ​Give online​
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