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Become

Dear Waterloo First,

They say fall is “a man’s season,” but honestly, | think |
like summer better. Yes, it's true. But the funny thing is,
what | actually enjoy is sitting inside with the air
conditioning ON... so maybe I’'m not much of a
summer person after all! Well, when | walk around my
neighborhood and see the leaves already starting to
change, | feel a little sad that summer is turning its
back. But fall has its own beauty. It's the season of
harvest, school starts up again, and getting back into a
steady rhythm like ants preparing for winter.

FROM OUR
Baseball fans talk about “fall baseball.” After a long PASTUR
season that starts in March, only the strongest teams
keep playing into October: Wild Card Series, Division Series, Championship
Series, and World Series. To make it there, you need to hold steady through
the summer heat, humidity and fatigue. That “summer performance” can
make or stop the season.

That makes me wonder: how was your summer? However it went, fall gives
us another chance to start fresh. Just like students heading back to school,
we get to return to our daily lives and keep building up our “faith muscles.”
Even in this fast-changing world, in the age of Al, the foundation we stand on
hasn’t changed: faith. Love God, love your neighbor. That’s still the heart of
who we are.

This season of 2025-2026, we’ll explore that foundation together with
worship series like File & Faith, The Faith Journey, Faith in Motion, The
Methodist Way, Follow Me, The Light Has Come, Called to

Faithfulness, and What We Believe. I'm especially looking forward to digging
deeper into our Methodist roots together.

I’m excited for what’s ahead in 2025-2026, and I’'m grateful to walk this
journey of faith with all of you.

See you in worship,

Pastor Hojin
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Rally Day

Is
September 7
Join us as we celebrate the return to our fall schedule:
Sunday School
Golden Bell Rehearsals

Chancel Choir Rehearsals

Waterloo First Family Picture

On Rally Day, September 7, we will take a
Waterloo First Family Picture in the sanctuary,
after worship.

So, please join us on September 7 and make sure
your face is in the Family Picture!

July Attendance & Offering

Week 7/6/25| 7/13/25| 7/20/25]| 7/27/25
Attendance* 52 59 62 59
Pledge** $4,157 | $7,792.54 $5,535]| $7,655
Capital $410 $200 $2,000 $200
Miscellaneous| $560 $60 $323 $66

_ September Ushers
*Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook,

www.waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship. Joe Pryor, Larry Bjortomt,

**Stock Donations — If you are donating stock to the church, please Debbie Foulk, Jeff Foulk
contact Kris at admin@waterloofirst.org or call the office to speak

with her. She will make certain this donation is credited correctly to

your account.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES JOIN US FOR

10:45 am sunda
Schoo

We will return on

September
September 7
Bible Verse: Micah 6:8
(NIV) Searchers— Fireside Room
"He has shown you, O Genesis— Dinette
mortal, what is good. And Youth— Melissa Warren

what does the Lord require
Elementary— TBD

of you? To act justly and to

love mercy and to walk
humbly with your God.”

Thursday, September A AMPLIFY. MEDIA

Sarah Circle: 6:30 pm

Dinner Out- Gilmore’s Pub Use Amplify to plan your summer devotionals and Small

Group lessons:

Use the code BXWDIJR to sign up and start exploring Amplify

BOOEED OEEDOEEDOEEDSEEDSEED ONED EEC SEEC oEED EEC  SEEC  oEED .-:! Media for your personal bible study and or small group
i study. Contact Sally at media@waterloofirst.org if you need
i The United Methodist ! help.
Men will Meet on !
i Saturday, September 20
i UNITED METHODIST MEN af 8 am. ! —
i Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave. !
i for food and fellowship. !
i
im. e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ e [ Ome (o __[J i
JOINVS OB
Fellowship & Coffee Time at
Friendship Village Youth Group begins Wednesday,
with Pastor Hojin S .
: eptember 10, 5:30 pm at
Wednesday, September 24 from 10-11 am Kimball Ave. UMC

Friendship Village, Lakeview Lodge
312 Southbrooke Drive
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Bless

PEW |
CLEANERS Kathy Breckunitch & Kathy McFarland

Sign up to be Pew Cleaner in 2025!

/8\/A\/B\/A\
Fellowship

Fellowship Servers

September Pew Cleaner

Thank you for signing up to serve fellowship! There are many months still open.

September 7— Rally Day Howard & Roberta Craven & Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in
Sue Carver VonLackum Lounge.

September 14- Birthday & Anniversaries—Sarah Circle/

Genesis

September 21- . .

September 29- e NORTHEAST IOWA
Sign up for 2025 Sundays today! If no one signs up, .. : ."

there might not be fellowship.

Volunteering at the Northeast lowa Food Bank

We continue to serve large Thursday, September 18
numbers from our Food Nook.

Donations of grocery bags, 2:00 pm
personal care items, one-dish Contact Donna Brown if you're interested in
meals are always needed. volunteering.

Please donate your excess
garden produce to the Fook
Nook!

Donna,

Thank you so much for bringing your team out for Women Build!
Your support time, & energy made a big impact—not just on the
home, but on the future of a local family. We’'re so grateful for
all you & your team did.
Please pass along our
thanks to everyone who
came out—We’d love to
have you all volunteer with
us again!

Congratulations Donna Brown!

With appreciation, lowa Heartland
On August 13, Donna was honored for her

®
Rylee Petersen Habltat volunteer work when she was made “lowan for

for Humanity® the Day” at the State Fair.
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Faith Reassured
John Wm. Roberts, ED.D.

There are times when we've all felt alone, with no hope for the next day. Hebrew 11:1
says “What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to
happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see.” [New Living Translation] One
constant we have is the ability to know God is present is the music of the church. The
song, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, says ‘All | have needed, thy hand hath provided.” This
is the reassurance God will always be there in His time, when we need it the most, not
when we want it. At times, we ask for immediate want or gratification, not long-term
need. Faith requires an unyielding acceptance of God’s presence in our lives. What we
want isn’t always what we need. God asks us to allow Him to work in our lives on His
timetable! The song, “Leave It There”, says “If your body suffers pain, and your health
you can’t regain, and your soul is almost sinking in despair. Just remember in His word, how He feeds the little bird...
Take your burdens to the Lord and leave it there.”

In our humanness, it is difficult, when going through hard, stressful times, to turn it over to another for the solution. We
want to try and solve these problems ourselves. The song instructs us to turn it over to God and He'll take care of it...in
His time! In order for God to reassure us of His unyielding faithfulness, we have to talk to Him. Thomas Mosie Lister
[1921-2015] wrote...”"How long has it been since you talked with the Lord, and told Him your heart’s hidden secrets?
How long since you prayed? How long since you stayed, on your knees till the light shone through?” Just as we take
the sun’s rising each morning for granted, there are times when we take God’s grace and faithfulness for granted.
When hard times come, we, often, ask God why He’s forsaken us? He hasn’t forsaken us; we have relied too much on
our own sense of strength. “When waves of affliction sweep over the soul, and sunlight is hidden from view, If ever
you’re tempted to fret or complain, Just think of His Goodness to you.” [R.C. Ward, 1854-1929]. God’s faithfulness is
manifested in many ways, it is not for us to question, just know He’'s always there when needed.

Songs of the faith reassure us of God’s steadfast faith toward us. The only condition placed upon us is to always know
He’s always going to be there when we need Him. When the feeling of despair creep into our hearts and minds, pick
up a hymnal, open it — doesn’'t matter where the page lands — read the words, think about what the words are saying to
you in your time of despair, pray earnestly...the knowledge of God'’s faithfulness will be reenergized and reassured!

\"

Hwirc ST42

FAREWAY
=
Scrip Cards for Everyday life! . .
@ RaiseRight.

Do you eat at Panera Bread or Papa Murphy’s? Do you shop at

Target or Fareway? We have these cards in our inventory. It's very by ShopWithScrip
easy to purchase a card from Kris Stewart at fellowship and use the

card when you shop. It doesn’t cost you any extra money.

Ask Kris Stewart during fellowship what'’s in stock and how to order the cards you want.

The money from the cards adds up for the church. We have used scrip funds for Dinner with Neighbors, Camera
equipment for the sanctuary, Nativity scene for the House of Hope Christmas Fundraiser, Can openers for the clients in
the food nook, Halloween buckets for Trunk or Treat, Gift Cards for prizes on Trivia Night, and decorations for the
sanctuary for Jazz Sunday. With your continued support, we can do more for Waterloo First UMC. Order your cards now!
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Excerpts from the
ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING
August 21, 2025

‘ 7 /.»\ a Y ] :* ’@ & = *If o i i
alll you'd like a complete copy of the minutes,
HIg NGNS
- — D A please contact the office. .

Leading -

Beginning on June 24™, the staff have renamed themselves -Team Waterloo First. Starting in September monthly
meetings will be increased to weekly. The focus will be to review the church calendar and emphasize member care. The
Card Ministry, Visitation Team, Membership Committee, Worship Committee, and Lay Leader will be invited to review
attendance patterns, help identify those in need of care and share updates. Each will be asked to pray for 5 families
each week.

Worship Planning

1. July: Film & Faith Worship Series

2. August: The Faith Journey

3. September: Faith in Motion

4. October: The Methodist Way

Special Events

1. June 29: Summer Picnic moved indoors to Hartman Hall due to weather.

2. July 6: Rev. Paul Frederiksen filled the pulpit and led Communion.

3. August 8: Funeral Service for Dottie Cleghorn.

Member Communication - A letter was sent to those who continue to give financially.
but are not currently attending in person, expressing gratitude and connection.
Lay Leader —

The Committee discussed the continued support of the collaborative youth program since Waterloo First does not have
any youth that attend. This year’s budget did not include money for the program but did for minimal salaried help
provided by a church member. The leader of the group appreciates the help for a couple hours a week on Wednesday
evening. Participation is down to Kimball Ave Methodist and Waterloo First with meeting location alternating each month
with a meal provided by the host church. The summer plans were cancelled due to lack of available participation.
Although no church members attend, several youths that attend are from the neighborhood which is in line with our
mission/goals. Sam Anderson will contact the youth leaders involved to learn what the plan is for this school year.

Finance - The financial reports were emailed. Pledges are on track compared to last year at this time. Currently only
able to cover expenses and payroll. Only two apportionments have been paid this year. Each apportionment is about
$2,500 which will increase next year. Apportionments are not based on giving units but the local annual budget that
keeps the church going which includes building maintenance and upkeep. Conference financial assistance is available,
which would consist of ideas for fund drives. The congregation is good about giving, it’s just that the number of giving
units is down.

Foundation — Determined that the Foundation began in 1982 with about $100,000 with the largest contribution in 2006
of about $105,000 which was the sale of the Clear Lake cottage. Recently the foundation has been covering monthly
bills for fiber, garbage, elevator, gas, electricity, and water. Prefer not to cover salaries. Scheduled to meet with the
accountant to make sure that legally the non-profit status can be maintained and if modifications are needed to the by-
(Continued on page 7)
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Waterloo First United Methodist Church

(Continued from page 6)
laws.
Matthew 25 -

Updated goal from:

To implement and keep the congregation and community informed of mission projects.
to: Support local missions with volunteers and donations.

Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build

8-person work crew from Waterloo First United Methodist on July 15th

lowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity’s Sites and Bites will be held Wed. Aug. 20 and Thurs. Aug. 21.

Food Nook

More new faces, with increasingly bare shelves. Please donate summer garden produce.

Thank you to Pam and Bill Arndorfer for helping with the weekly food delivery.

National Night Out

Was Aug. 5 from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. at Washington Park. Thank you to Lynn Kloberdanz for the popular craft project.
Partner in Education with Irving Elementary School

Currently collecting school supplies

Summer Healthy Kids lowa Program

Products will be distributed by August 31.

Upcoming:

Cedar Valley CROP Hunger Walk will be held in the Historic Church Row neighborhood on Sunday, October 5th at 2
pm. Hosted by First Congregational Church.

Thank you for the quick response from church members to The Job Foundation's request for clothing for one of our
families who lost everything in a fire.

Memorials — Have received a request for new bell cases for around $3,000. A request will also be made in the Herald.
Trustees

Church

a. Still waiting on parts to finish the boiler installation.

b. Replaced one of the air conditioning fans in Hartman Hall.

c. Planning to trim bushes and various yard work.

d. Planning a cleanup day in the boiler room area.

e. Al Smith and Joe Pryor negotiating insurance costs.
Parsonage

a. Put new carpet squares in the one basement office/bedroom.
b. Installed gutter covers on the back side of the house.

c. Pastor Hojin power washed all the siding.

d. New water heater installed due to a leak.

e. Evaluating whether to trim or remove a tree in the back yard.
Worship Team -

9/7 Communion and Rally Day. Congregational picture to be taken in sanctuary after the service.
(Continued on page 8)
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Waterloo First United Methodist Church

(Continued from page 7)

9/14 Pam to preach.

10/5  Pulpit exchange with St. Timothy's United Methodist, World Communion Sunday
United Methodist Women — Will meet at Gilmore’s pub September 11™.
United Methodist Men — Still meeting at the Ansborough Hy-Vee.

Lay Member — A concern was expressed that church attendance has been low. Attributed to the end of summer with
vacations and the state fair. Expect to see an increase once school starts.

Visitation — Continues to visit and contact members.
Safety Task Force — Need to find a leader.
Next Meeting is scheduled for September 18, 2025, at 6:00 pm in person.

A motion to adjourn the meeting 704 pm was seconded and passed (Lois Miller/Lynn Kloberdanz)

Respectfully Submitted,
Arlene Wright Recording Secretary

"TEMBER

, (,%f[{ /f & il fa ‘itf’ f

7- Jessica Crouch 23- Mike Opheim
8- Carol Pierce Eric Locke
9- Hojin Shin 24- Maia Forssberg
10- Michelle Tucker Audrey VanKamen
Gloria Walker 25- Esther Shin
Grant Durbahn 28- Larry Hickman
15- Debbi Shoopman 28- Rick Gordon
17- Steven Locke 29- Amelia VanKamen
19- Kent Opheim 30- Kylie Karns

Juliette Crouch

22- Stacy Harmon 10- David Wu & Ruth Yan 37 years
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Suwnw

Mow

Tuwe

Wed

Thuwr

Sat

1

A
DAY

Office Closed

2

9:00 am-Team
Waterloo First
Meeting

10:00 am— Church
Row Prayer Walk &
Coffee

3

9:00 am—Worship on
Waterloo Public Access 17

5;45 pm—Golden Bell
Rehearsal

7:00 pm— Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

4

9:30 am- Food Nook/

4:15 pm-PIE at Irving
Elementary

7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public
Access 17

3:00 pm- Worship
on CF Public Access
Chanel 15

7

9:30 am— Worship
Communion/Rally Day
10:30 am- Fellowship
10:45 am- Sunday
School

12:00 pm- Church
Row Coalition Mtg.

6:00 pm—
Trustees

9

10:00 am- Church
Row Prayer Walk &
Coffee

10

9:00 am— Worship on
Waterloo Public Access 17
10:00 am- Church Row
Structural & Safety Team
5:30 pm-Youth Group
5:45 pm—Golden Bell
Rehearsal

7:00 pm- Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

11

9:30 am- Food Nook

6:30 pm- Sarah Circle at

Gilmore Pub

12

7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public
Access 17

13
Food Nook
Canceled

3:00 pm- Worship
on CF Public Access
Chanel 15

1

9:3ol|a-m— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship
10:45 pm- Sunday
School

12:00 pm-Lunch at Le
Christopher’s

15

16

Herald Deadline
10:00 am- Church
Row Prayer Walk &
Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
Waterloo First
5:30 pm-Finance
Mtg.

17
9:00 am— Worship on
Waterloo Public Access

17

5:30 pm- Youth Group
5:45 pm—Golden Bell
Rehearsal

7:00 pm— Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

18

9:30 am- Food Nook

2:00 pm- Volunteer at
the Food Bank

4:00 pm- Staying Ahead

6:00 pm— Ad Team

19

7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public
Access 17

20

8:00 am— UMM
9:30 am— Church
Row Neighborhood
Assoc. Mtg.

3:00 pm- Worship
on CF Public Access
Chanel 15

21

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship
10:45 pm— Sunday
School

22

el

23

10:00 am- Church
Row Prayer Walk &
Coffee

12:00 pm—Team
Waterloo First

9:00 am—Worship on
Waterloo Public Access 17

10:00 am- Fellowship at
Friendship Village

5:30 pm- Youth Group
5:45 pm—Golden Bell
Rehearsal

7:00 pm— Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

25

9:30 am- Food Nook

9:30 am- Herald
Assembly

4:00 pm— Herald
Assembly

26

7:00 pm- Worship on
Waterloo Public
Access 17

27

3:00 pm- Worship
on CF Public Access

Chanel 15

28

9:30 am— Worship
10:30 am-Fellowship
10:45 pm- Sunday
School

29

12:30 pm-—
Ministry Teams
Staff Training

30
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Waterloo FIRST

United Methodist Church

614 Randolph Street, Waterloo, lowa 50702

Altar Flowers

Sign up on the
bulletin board in
VonLackum
lounge to honor an
occasion or
memorialize a
loved one with
altar flowers.

Let Sally know what you would like printed in
the bulletin for your flowers.

media@waterloofirst.org

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Waterloo IA
Permit No. 1599

Return Service Requested

Dated Materials

Herald Deadlines 2025

Herald Assembly 2025

September 16

October 14

September 25

October 23

November 4

December 9

November 13

December 11
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