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Jesus- Music- Lessons- Food- Friends

Thank you to everyone who helped make this
the best week ever!!




2 et We will be sharing more details
about our God’s work Our Hands

v v v Sunday projects as plans are
v v v further developed. Join the
v . x thousands of other ELCA

God'’s work. Our hands. congregation members

September 13 for a day of service
2026

Thanksto a
generous
donation and
some strong
backs, we have a
piano for the
Fellowship Hall to
be used for
rehearsals and
events.

UPDATE ON THE STEEPLE RELOCATION PROJECT
"Lift High the Cross”
Some have been asking for an update on the progress on this project: we

Needed for part 1&2:
$36,524

D

do wish it was moving more quickly, however, just like any one working

with a construction project, the scheduling and coordination of materials Amount Raised:

and contractors takes longer than we want it to. The good news is that $52,979

have stakes are now in the ground now that have been approved by the

City Building Inspector for location. We are hopeful that the steel base
to the church steeple will be loaded onto a truck during these next days.
It will be making a trip to a metal fabrication facility to modify the base

L

to rest upon a flat surface rather than an angled roof. Thanks to
generous gifts during the past two weeks, we are making additional progress towards our goal of completing
both phases of the project. We have all of the funds in place to relocate the steeple (Phase 1), the additional
funds needed will be to install the 2 LED lit signs on the east and west sides of the steeple (Phase 2). If you are
looking for a special project to support at St Mark this year, help to support this project The Congregation Council
hopes that we can complete this project as soon as possible this summer or fall.
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Prayer is one ministry that all of us can do on behalf of others and

(—5 ourselves. Just letting people know that others are praying for them is
/ one way to encourage and bless others. In addition to offering prayers
for the persons on this list, please remember to offer prayers for

yourself and your family members.

PRAYERS- We are all invited to keep the following persons in our prayers:

Prayers for Healing and wholeness

Kevin Raasch, Julie Egland, Deana Raasch, Myron Rusley, Addison, Evana, and

Grace; Dick Mooney, Kim Beck, Diane Peters, Cindy Bosley, Barb Wagner, Martha Lyngaas, Judy
Christansen, Tammy Norgaard, Jean Owen, Randy Rohlfsen, Nathan Weathers, Mark Jackson, Joan
Hamilton, Steve Berg, Mark Johnson, Carolyn Stille, Donna Schulz, Steve Korner, Alex Kron,

Caleb Vander Broek, Kristine Taylor, Cheryl Lustgraaf, Cheryl Crampton, all persons seeking healing
and wholeness.

Prayers of Comfort for persons Grieving
Francis Kies and family as they grieve the death of his brother Alan Kies.

Prayers for persons on active duty in the US Military Service
Aiden Deitering, Ed Bochtler, Ashton Pranschke

FINANCIAL GIFTS UPDATE

We want to thank everyone who shares a financial gift to support the ministries of St Mark
Lutheran Church. At the beginning of July, we had expended @$19,000 more than we
have received to go towards expenses. While gifts to the special projects have been strong,
we are in need of a good sized "boost” to the General Fund to help keep up with expenses.

It is normal for a church to get behind in the summer, and it is historically what we have
done at St Mark, but with your help we can pay all expenses as they take place and get caught up a bit during
these late Summer months We invite everyone to remember to financially support St Mark throughout the entire
year as you are able. Your gifts support the many activities that take place in our church building as well as what
we do that reaches out to many in this area and around the world. If you have a financial gift to share you can
place it in one of the offering boxes located at the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings. You can mail it in; drop it
off at the office during the week and say HI; and go to our website www.stmarkstormlake.org and click on the
GIVE button. You can also use the QR code located to the right. It is easy to use, all that you have to do is open
the camera app on your phone, point it towards the QR code, and follow the instructions. Myamplify.io is the

service we use for online gifts.

PARKINSON'’S SUPPORT GROUP

Parkinson’s Support Group will meet on August 11t in the Church library.


http://www.stmarkstormlake.org/
https://www.stmarkstormlake.com/give-now
https://www.stmarkstormlake.com/give-now

\/ SIT, KNIT, CROCHET ETC. - Augusta3, 1:00 PM
2 \K Join this group of crafters on the second Thursday of the month at 1:00 PM

in the library of the church. (The date recently changed to the second
: — Thursday of the month). Whether you enjoy knitting, crocheting, coloring,
. g_?j painting or you just want to have fun, this group is for you. No matter how
many attend, there is always a lot of laughter and great conversations with
this group. Join in the fun.

75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN APRIL OF 2027 ,_”Ct
Members of the St Mark Congregation Council, and others, are using their .
creativity, talents, and time to make initial plans for this special celebration H ,g h
taking place in April of 2027. They are really excited to celebrate St Mark's first 75

\

the Cross |

years as a congregation by giving thanks for where we have been, and looking
forward to the future. A lot has happened since 1952, and we will begin
celebrating and sharing more very soon. The Committee has put together a table
in the narthex containing lots and lots of memories and records from each decade
St Mark has existed. Also, each week we also ask a question in the bulletin and 1
eNEWs about St Mark’s history, the answer can be found in the weekly bulletin. St Mark

Lutheran Church

/5th Ahniversary
SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE UPDATE

We want to express our sincere gratitude to the churches and organizations in our community and
surrounding area that have generously supported the mission of Sleep in Heavenly Peace through financial
gifts, time, and talents. This includes donations of beautiful quilts, as well as the churches that participated in
the Lenten Giving Tree project to support this ministry. We also offer a huge thank you to everyone involved
in delivering and setting up beds. In addition, more people are asking questions and helping spread the word
about what SHP is and how it can serve children and families. Most of all, we thank the people of St. Mark,
who have supported this ministry from the beginning. If you would like more information or have questions
about how to help with this mission, please contact the church office.

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

You can still donate clothes to the Orphan Train as these items are being sent to aid the victims of the
Nebraska Fires. Please contact Gloria Rohlfsen 712-660-0217 to arrange pick up. The Orphan Grain Trainis a
Christian volunteer organization that provides clothing and other relief items to people in need, including
those in lowa. In lowa, the Orphan Grain Train lowa West branch has distributed clothing and other items to
shelters and schools in locations like Fort Dodge and Storm Lake. There is also a location in Ida Grove where
the organization ships items to other countries. Clothes are much appreciated!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

This past year, LWR partnered with Global Health Ministries (GHM) to distribute nearly 50,000 LWR Quilts &
Baby Care Kits to 151 Lutheran health care network facilities in Madagascar, Tanzania, Liberia and
Zimbabwe.



BOOK DISCUSSION

The group will not meet in August. The books we chose to read for discussion in the fall include The Indigo
Girl by Natasha Boyd; Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley and Warrior Girl Unleashed by

Angeline Boulley.

The Indigo Girl - “In this incredible story of ambition, betrayal, and sacrifice, an
extraordinary sixteen-year-old girl in Colonial South Carolina defies all expectations to achieve her dream.”

Fire Keeper’s Daughter - ..."a thriller about a Native teen who must root out the corruption in her
community...”

Warrior Girl Unearthed - a companion novel to Firekeeper’s Daughter. ..."as the rising number of missing
Indigenous women starts circling closer to home, as her family becomes embroiled in a high-profile murder
investigation, and as greedy grave robbers seek to profit off of what belongs to her Anishinaabe tribe, Perry
begins to question everything. In order to reclaim this inheritance for her people, Perry has no choice but to
take matters into her own hands.”

These books are available for check out on the library table in the Welcome Center. In addition, there is a
dedicated bookcase in the library that includes all books that have been discussed. Watch the newsletter and
bulletins for the September book discussion date.

CONGREGATION TREASURER'S REPORT FOR JUNE 2026

Receipts for June- $25,965 up $1,382 from May
Expenses for June - $39,252 with a closing balance of $13,287
and using Dedicated funds $10,674
Expenses exceeded receipts- $2,613
Expenses exceeded receipts for the year  $18,717
Operating Balances:
Unrestricted Funds

Checking account $55,180
Savings account $96,156
Total $151,336

Designated (Memorial) Restricted Funds ~ $63,952
Month End Balance $87,383

Respectfully Submitted — Joan Christen SMLC Treasurer — July 18, 2026

FRIENDS WITH FOOD IN JULY

We had another great turn out of friends working together to see that fewer people go hungry in the Storm
Lake area. The Food Bank of lowa truck arrived @12:00 on July 16, and then many friends worked together to
unload the food pallets, fill grocery bags with food, and then loaded up their own cars, SUVS, and trucks to



deliver food to those in need. Food for more than 110 households was delivered with additional bags of food
ready here at St Mark to be made available to persons in need who drop by the church. Friends with Food
serves persons from the Storm Lake area who are permanently or temporarily homebound and with no easy
access to transportation. If you know of someone who needs food, or you would like to help, contact Di

Daniels 712-299-9863, Julie Cook 712-732-4968.

Friends with Food is a partnership of St Mark, Service Navigators of BV County, SALUD, Western lowa Synod-
ELCA, Food Bank of lowa, and other persons from the Storm Lake area who work together to deliver a monthly
food distribution to those who are permanently or temporarily homebound and with no easy access to
transportation. If you know of someone who needs food, or you would like to help, contact Di Daniels 712-
299-9863, Julie Cook 712-732-4968. The next Friends with Food Distribution will be August 20%. Look at your
calendars to see if you could help. Call Di if you are available for setting up, bagging food and/or delivering.

UPPER DES MOINES FOOD CART

They want to thank everyone who were extra generous, helping out during the shut-down. The grocery cart is
in the Narthex for those of you who want to donate. The grocery items do not change much. These items
are always a necessity at Upper Des Moines: Meat is very much needed (lunch meat, hot dogs, ground beef,
ground pork, chicken). Please drop refrigerated items off @ Upper Des Moines. Cereal, oatmeal, canned fruit &
vegetables, beans and rice, spaghetti sauce and pasta can be dropped off at St. Mark during office hours. Other
items needed are: laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, paper
towels. Thank you! Your donations are greatly appreciated.

LIFE SERVE BLOOD DRIVE
HERE AT ST MARK TUESDAY AUGUST 4™

Summer is a critical time for local hospitals and
patients. As the country celebrates and travels,
blood supply takes a hit - demand climbs while
donations dip. But donors like yours stood watch
and kept the shelves stocked when it counted most.

Here's how your drive made a difference: 65
Appointments Scheduled; 53 Donors Stepped Up; 52
Units of Blood Collected; Up to 156 Local Lives
Impacted. Those numbers represent real neighbors
who needed help - and got it because you answered
the call.

COUNTY FAIR ROYALTY

Do you recognize 3 of the four faces in this picture?
Wyatt Caboth, Tucker Christensen, and June
Jorgensen, all from St Mark.




N ST MARK MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND

2D
Am m8 ELCA With One Simple Choice, You Can Do

‘= ;' Foundation Amazing Things

Did you know that the St Mark Mission Endowment Committee not only help distribute funds from the
Endowment for their purposes that they were given, BUT they also can help you to make a plan for you and
and those who you want to benefit from a financial gift at a later date. There is a simple way to make sure
what you love lasts — and it's easier than you may think. Creating a beneficiary designation gift is speedy and
does not cost you anything now. Instead, it allows you to take savings you have accrued over time and put it
to good use.

All it takes is a few minutes and a simple form to complete your gift. And you may even be able to change
your beneficiary designation online. Completing that quick task can result in transformative change for your
church or other ministries when making a gift through the ELCA Foundation.

The following assets allow you to designate a beneficiary or beneficiaries:

e Retirement plans

e [ndividual retirement accounts (IRAs)

e Lifeinsurance policies

e Donor advised funds

e Bank or brokerage accounts

e Remember, your beneficiary designations don‘t have to be all or nothing. You can give a percentage of
an asset, with the rest going to loved ones or other worthy nonprofits. The ELCA Foundation can
simplify the process through the use of a donor-directed distribution agreement, which allows you to
make all your charitable gifts with one beneficiary designation.

The legacy you leave behind can make good things happen for years into the future. The options are as
endless as your generosity.

Did You Know... If you leave your retirement plan or IRA to a person, they will lose a portion to federal income
taxes. Nonprofit organizations such as the ELCA won’t. We can put the entire amount of your gift to good
use.

Notify Your Beneficiaries.... Once you have created your gift, make sure you share the good news with the
people and places you name on your form. Financial institutions sometimes won’t inform beneficiaries about
or administer a gift to them. If the ELCA Foundation is part of your plan, we’d love to celebrate and want to
be sure we know how you want your gifts to be used. Contact your regional gift planner today to let us know
or to get our help during the process.



AUGUST Birthdays

owv H r

13.

14.
15.

19.
20.

22.

Kenneth Strouse
Mandi Aronson
Jeremy Deitering
Stan Bochtler

. Gloria Lyster
. Pamela Berg

Stephanie Zinn
Nora Woodke
John Steig
Diana Foster

Sharon Wilson
Wyatt Caboth
Megan Sullivan
Anna Huges
Julie Quirin
Taylor Ripke
Pat Wilson
Aric Aronson

2027 ELCA
YOUTH GATHERING @

24.

25.

26.

27.
30.
31.

Rosemary
Jorgensen
Elijah

Hernandez

Joshua Cook
Frank Merrick
Shea Peterson
Kathleen Britten
Landon Randall
Hadley Newhouse
Noah Shepherd
Tatum Shepherd
Sue Gutz

Nora Frank
David Stanton
Aiden Deitering
Steve Ellis

Parents & Students

planning meeting

August 16th
10:15AM-11:15AM




ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
1614 West 5th Street
Storm Lake, lowa 50588

St Mark
utheran Churc ' '
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YOU CAN CONTACT US AT:

Phone: 712-732-5255

Website: htip://stmarkstormlake.com
Facebook. www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
Email: Julian@stmarkstormlake.com

Email: hello@stmarkstormlake.com

Email: pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

We are located at 1614 West 5,
Storm Lake, IA 50588


http://stmarkstormlake.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkstormlake/
mailto:Julian@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:hello@stmarkstormlake.com
mailto:pastordave@stmarkstormlake.com

