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Worship Calendar 
Immanuel             
Bible Study – each Sunday morning at 9:30 

Sunday School – each Sunday morning at 9:30 

Worship Service – each Sunday morning at 10:30 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped, coordinated, sold or bought tickets or otherwise provided 

support with the Chicken Fried Steak fundraiser for Immanuel. Final proceeds will be announced 

at church and in the December newsletter. Thank you to Robert Winkelmann for meal preparation 

and catering services. 
 

THANKS go to Jeff Wellmann for shredding the area beside and behind the church; looks great. 
 

Fall Congregational Meeting set for November 2nd, following worship service. Agenda items  

include approving minutes, proposed budget, and nominating committee. 
 

Pastor John’s class on the Book of Matthew at Immanuel on November 5th at 6:00p. 

 

Eben-Ezer 
Worship Service – each Sunday morning at 8:30 am 

Sunday School – each Sunday morning at 9:30 am | meet in Activity Building 
 

Pastor John’s class on the Book of Matthew at Eben-Ezer on November 5th at 12:10 noon.  May 

bring a brown bag lunch. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting set for January 18, 2026 following worship service. 
 

 

 



   
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thanksgiving is the time set aside to give thanks to God for all our blessings. Sometimes amid things we are going 

through it becomes a lot harder to do. For example, the month in which Thanksgiving is celebrated seems to have 

become my family’s month for family and relatives passing away. Three of our four parents passed away in 

November, Pam’s nephew died in November, and my oldest cousin died in the month of November. 
  
Still, not to give thanks doesn’t seem to be an alternative either. In fact, we know that we can fall prey to unhealthy 

negative emotions if we let things, we are beset with get the better of us. We know that for the people of Israel going 

to the promised land, falling prey to the challenges of their journey led to grumbling, complaining, and almost a 

revolt from Moses. 
 

I have for many years kept a personal journal.  In it records all sorts of reactions to things good, bad, surprising, 

puzzling, or just downright difficult or unfair. It wasn’t until I did this awhile, that while it was good to vent, I needed 

a perspective on it all. So, at the end of each entry, I use the letters, TYFAYB. This stands for “Thank You For All 

Your Blessings”. I need to keep perspective. Yes, things may be difficult, maddening, unfair,  

upsetting, but God is still in charge. 
 

Paul wrote to the Philippian church, during his Roman imprisonment “Do not worry about anything, but in  

everything by prayer and supplication with THANKSGIVING let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God which surpasses all understanding will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”  

(Philippians 4:6-7 NRSV) 
 

Paul knew at the end of the day it was God who was in charge, so he could confidently in all circumstances “give 

thanks”. The traditional story behind our thanksgiving was that those who came from England and settled in Plym-

outh, Massachusetts in the 1600s, after a brutal beginning and horrendous winter took time to give thanks after they 

felt God showed them the way forward.  
 

So may your thanksgiving and mine help us not only to “count our blessings” but to remind us that we are children 

of a God who we can always rely on and whatever circumstances we are in we can give thanks. 
 

I am thankful for all of you and having the privilege of being your interim pastor. 
 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 

Pastor John Van Haneghan 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information for Pastor John: 

      Cell Phone | 716-704-4889 

      Landline Phone | 979-272-0226 

      Email | vanhaneghan54@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vanhaneghan54@gmail.com


November 2025 Highlights 
November 2  All Saints Sunday 
   

November 5  Pastor John's Intro to the "Book of Matthew" Class 
 12:10 noon EBEN-EZER | may bring brown bag lunch 
 6:00 pm IMMANUEL 

   

November 9 2:00 - 4:00 pm Bishop Tracey's Listening & Learning Tour 
   St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Brenham 

  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
   

November 13 4:30 - 6:00 pm EBEN-EZER  |  Drive-thru Fundraiser 
   Beef Spaghetti, Corn, Green Beans, Roll 

   Catered by Sandtown Catering 
  Pick up at Jackson Street Park Kitchen 
  Tickets are available for purchase and/or to sell. 
  For tickets, please contact Cathie Steinfeld at 
  979-451-2047, or pick up at church. 
  Need Volunteers to help at the drive-thru. 
  Thank You for your support. 
   

November 16 8:30 am EBEN-EZER  |  Thankoffering Service 
  Pastor Patricia Dietrich 
  10:30 am IMMANUEL  |  Thankoffering Service 
   

November 25 12:10 noon EBEN-EZER  |  Thanksgiving Service with Communion 
    

November 30 10:30 am IMMANUEL  |  Good Neighbor Sunday 
      

December 2025 Highlights 
December 7 8:30 am EBEN-EZER  |  Children's Christmas Program 
   part of the Worship Service 
  12:00 noon EBEN-EZER  |  Congregational Christmas Lunch  
   

December 8 6:30 pm IMMANUEL  |  Congregational Christmas Party 
   

December 24 5:30 pm IMMANUEL  |  Children's Christmas Program 
   

  7:30 pm EBEN-EZER  |  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
   

December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
   

December 28 10:00 am EBEN-EZER  |  Joint Worship Service with Immanuel 
  Christmas Hymns Fest with meal to follow 
  No Service at Immanuel 

 



 

Eben-Ezer Lutheran Church of Berlin 
“OLDEST LUTHERAN CHURCH IN WASHINGTON COUNTY” 

A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
 

 

Faith Formation 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Sunday School Class meets every Sunday 

morning at 9:30 in the Activity Building.  

 

Social Outreach 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BREAD PARTNERS 
Bread Partners of Washington County is in 

need of corn, pears, and canned meat – no 

tuna. A basket is in the Narthex for food 

donations. 

CARDS & CARE PACKAGES 
FOR RESIDENTS OF NURSING AND RETIREMENT FACILITIES 

Share a little joy with members of our congregation who are residents of nursing 

and retirement facilities. Let them know they are not alone. They are in our 

prayers and loved by our community.   If anyone else needs to be added to 

this list, please let us know. Address cards and packages to them personally at 

the care facility.   

• Bernice Hanath        Oakland Manor Nursing, 1400 N Main St, Giddings TX 78942 

• Sheila Bradshaw         c/o Pauline Bradshaw, 6251 HWY 36 N, Brenham TX 77833 

• Lou Mae Neumann     Brenham Nursing & Rehab, 400 E Sayles St, Brenham TX 77833 

• Curtis Dittert                  Kruse Village – Room 724, 1700 E Stone St, Brenham   TX 77833 

• Randy & Judy Smith      Meridian Assisted Living, 3515 West Loop #201, El Campo TX 77437 

• Jimmie Weiss                 Kruse Village – Room 713, 1700 E Stone St, Brenham TX 77833 
 

October 2025 Church Council Meeting Highlights 
September Treasurer’s Report:  

GENERAL: $30,783                             YOUTH: $2,809          

BUILDING: $14,051                                     SS: $1,069                           

PARSONAGE: $15,534                        CONF: $3,055 

CUNA: $7,380                  CEMETERY MAINT: $8,531 

CEMETERY INVEST: $29,239 

SCHUERER INVEST: $63,215 

SCHUERER CD: $51,977   

PARSONAGE CD: $21,495 
 

Reviewed & approved September reports. 
 

MINISTRY REPORT include preparing for class on 

the Book of Matthew and Pastor’s visit with the 

Confirmation class.  
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH: Will sponsor a family of six for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas; accepting 

donations. 

 

Discussed Joint Council Meeting, Pastor’s health 

insurance for 2026, open council positions for 2026, 

Bishop Tracey’s meeting on November 9th at St. 

Paul’s, Brenham. 
 

Discussed & approved removal of a tree near the 

playground. 
 

THANK YOU to Debbie Knipstein for your contribution 

to National Night Out. 

 

 

Pastor John’s Intro to the “Book of Matthew” 

November 5th, 12:10 Noon at Eben-Ezer 

 
Congregational Meeting January 18, 2026 

 

 

 

 



November 2025 

Eben-Ezer, Berlin Immanuel, Wiedeville 

Happy Birthday Happy Birthday 
8th Betty Goerlitz 

10th Dwayne “Speedy” Stegent 

10th Keegan Stokley 

15th Kevin Burnett 

15th Dalton Hynes 

17th Emma Neutzler 

18th Ella Rau 

19th Donald Knebel 

20th Ilene Genzel 

20th Valeria Oevermann 

22nd Paisley Huston 

23rd Roy Hegefeld 

26th De Wise 

28th Ann Franke 

  

  

  

  

Happy Anniversary 
1st Jerry & Pat Schwartz          51 yrs 

6th Jimmy & Cookie Loesch    54 yrs 

14th Kevin & Tammy Burnett     33 yrs 

16th Clifford & Joyce Brisbin        6 yrs 

24th Donnie & Erin Schwartz        2 yrs 

28th Lane & Shayna Vermillion   5 yrs 

  
 

My Baptism Day 
2nd Mary Sklar 

4th Ayden Huston 

12th Carolyn Brister 

12th Charles Franke Jr 

13th Wanda Farrack 

13th Freddy Gresham 

  
 

2nd Tanya Hupe 

5th Amy Hohlt 

8th Justice McCord 

14th Pam Bolenbarr 

14th MacKenzie Maurer Boecker 

16th Kenleigh Wellmann 

16 Elijah Rosenbaum 

16th David Kelm 

23rd Glenn Goodwin 

24th Sue Hohlt 

26th Kaden Gurka 

30th Eilla Rosenbaum-Kolar 

30th Ellie Rosenbaum-Kolar 

  

  

  

  

    

Happy Anniversary 
18th Wade & Tara Wellmann 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

15th Michael Hohlt 

18th Joyce Brisbin 

21st Kelly Stokley 

25th Ashlea Herrmann 

28th Bruce Hohlt 

29th Doris Eckert 

  

  
 



Immanuel Lutheran Church of Wiedeville 
A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

 

 

 

Good Neighbor Sunday 2025 
November 30th  

Robert Zientek will provide music 

during the service. 

Wiedeville Can 
Garrett Hupe is volunteering in the 

Young Men’s Service League 

supporting the Local Food Pantry 

Drive. Supplies are low and the 

pantry is requesting donated goods as follows: 

canned soups, tuna, veggies, beans, spaghetti 

sauce, pasta, mac&cheese boxes, instant 

potatoes (individual packets & family size boxes), 

peanut butter, rice (flavored or instant), oatmeal 

packets, ramen noodles. Bring items to the church 

and Garrett will deliver. Garrett invites Berlin to 

support him and this need.   

 

COUNCIL MEETING minutes & reports can be 

found in the black notebook on the  

Information Table in the Parish Hall.  
 

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL meeting will be on 

November 9th, following church service. 
 

SEPTEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES: 

Reviewed & approved August reports. 
 

Approved purchase of replacement stoves 

for main kitchen. 
 

November 16th, Thankoffering Service with 

offerings dedicated to the Senior Citizens 

Center. 
 

Approved $10 increase for weekly organist 

service. 
 

Council members will make a contact with 

each Church family during November. 
 

Approved recommendation to remind 

ushers, acolyte, readers and flower providers 

each week by text or email; will coordinate 

with Neeleigh. 
 

 

COMMUNITY EXCHANGE  |  Our church is 

starting a community exchange. The idea 

is simple: bring a book, magazine, or 

puzzle that you’ve already enjoyed. Then, 

you are welcome to take one home that 

someone else has shared. 

 

CARDS & CARE PACKAGES FOR 

RESIDENTS OF NURSING & 

RETIREMENT FACILITIES 
Share a little joy with members of our 

congregation. Let them know they are not alone. 

Thy are in our prayers and loved by our 

community. If anyone else needs to be added to 

this list, please let us know. Address cards and 

packages to them personally at the facility. 
 

• Becky Hardy 

Focused Care Brenham 

1303 HWY 290 E, Brenham TX 77833 
 

• Jones & Delois Moehlmann 

Brenham Nursing and Rehab 

400 E Sayles St., Brenham TX 77833 

 
Ladies Activity Day at Immanuel 

December 22nd, 11:00, Christmas Theme 

More to come next month. 

 
Pastor John’s Intro to the “Book of Matthew” 

November 5th, 6:00 pm at Immanuel 

 
The Fall Congregational Meeting is 

scheduled for November 2nd, 

immediately following the worship service. 



Worship Leaders 
 Eben-Ezer, Berlin 
 

 

November 2 

All Saints  

Sunday 

 

November 9 

Pentecost 22 

Communion 

 

November 16 

Pentecost 23 
 

 

November 23 

Christ The King 

Communion 

 

November 30 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 
 

 

Worship 

Time 
 

 

8:30  
 

8:30 
 

8:30 
 

8:30 
 

8:30 

 

Ushers 
 

Charles Franke 

Larry Grebe 

 

Duane Ahrens 

Michael Hohlt 
 

 

Debbie Knipstein 

Janice Steinfeld 

 

Emily Noak 

Matthew Danesi 

 

Sara Gresham 

Scott Gresham 
 

Lector 
 

Emily Noak 
 

Michael Hohlt 
 

Ladies of the 

Church 

 

Sara Gresham 
 

Olivia Borgstedte 

 

Organist 
 

Connie Warmke 
 

Connie Warmke 
 

Connie Warmke 
 

Connie Warmke 
 

Connie Warmke 
 

Communion  

Ware 
 

 
 

Sara Gresham 

Stacy Preuss 

 
 

Cathie Steinfeld 

Rose Warmke 

 

 

Acolyte 
 

Alex Shell 
 

Ilene Genzel 
 

Grace Campbell  
 

Layton Knipstein 
 

Council 

Person 
 

 

Randy Steinfeld 
 

Scott Gresham 
 

Cathie Steinfeld 
 

Dot Borchgardt 
 

Olivia Borgstedte 

 

Offering 

Counters 

 

Randy Steinfeld 

Cookie Loesch 

 

Scott Gresham 

Olivia Borgstedte 

 

Cathie Steinfeld 

Debbie Knipstein 

 

Dot Borchgardt 

Matthew Danesi 

 

Olivia Borgstedte 

Scott Gresham 
 

Altar  

Flowers 
 

 

Cookie & Jimmy 

Loesch 

 

Betty Goerlitz 
 

Joyce & Clifford 

Brisbin 

 

Debbie Knipstein  

 

Calling for Altar Flowers in November & December: Betty Goerlitz 
 

 

Care of Confirmation Robes in November & December: Ashley Campbell 
 

 Immanuel, Wiedeville 
 

 

November 2 

All Saints 

Sunday 

 

November 9 

Pentecost 22 

Communion 

 

November 16 

Pentecost 23 
 

 

November 23 

Christ The King 

Communion 

 

November 30 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 

 

Worship 

Time 
 

 

10:30 
 

 

10:30 
 

 

10:30 
 

10:30 
 

10:30 

 

Ushers 

 

  

Ronnie Bothe 

Pam Bothe 

 

Ronnie Bothe 

Pam Bothe 

 

Neeleigh Moschak 

Tara Wellmann 

 

Wade Wellmann 

Tara Wellmann 

 

Cheryl Joswiak 

Stephan Joswiak 
 

Lector 
 

Barbara Kohring 
 

Jerri Maurer 
 

Melonie Rau 
 

Kim Hodde 
 

Rodney Maurer 
 

Acolyte 
 

Kase Bolenbarr 

 

 

Jhett Burleson 
 

Payson Gurka 
 

Blakely Kalkhake 
 

Garrett Hupe 

 

Altar  

Flowers 

Vanessa Davis Jerri & Rodney 

Maurer 

Elois & Johnnie 

Eickenhorst 

 

Pam & Don 

Bolenbarr 

Sherri Bentke 



Remember in Prayer 
Immanuel, Wiedeville Eben-Ezer, Berlin 

Members in Nursing Homes, Homebound, 

Recovering 

Otis Adler Scott Hodde 

Cristina Ashorn Alfred Kalbow 

Pauline Cochran Stephen Maurer 

Frances Eilers Delores Meyer 

Michael Eilers Delois Moehlmann 

Josh Gurka Jones Moehlmann 

Kaden Gurka Edna Weiss 

Gary Haevischer Diana Wellmann 

Becky Hardy   

 

In Our Extended Family 

Sherri Goebel Sheree Pence 

Donna Heinze Fred Rau 

Paul Jenkins Edna Roehling 

Rita Knipstein Edna Schroeder 

Doris Kramer Colin Smith 

Tammy Luetge Dee Turner 

Cindy Lyles Kathy Weiss 

Joan Meschwitz Tyler Winkelmann 

Keith Mikolajchak   

The Family of Dusty Morgan 

The Marburger Family 

The Family of Betty Hafner 
 

For First Responders & Military Personnel 

Colton Buro Justin Hawkins 

Zada Davis Cole McCullough 

Destiny Eickenhorst Logan Mysembourg 

Tyler Eickenhorst Lindsey Theile 

Nathan Guerrera Aaron Zorn 

Brock Blanton Will Zorn 

Emily Gold  
 

 

In Remembrance 
 

We send our love, prayers, and sincere 

sympathy to all the Family and Friends of 

Wanda Meyer. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 

be comforted.  Matthew 5:4 
 

Members in Nursing Homes, Homebound, 

Recovering 

Joyce Ahrens Adelyn Merryman 

Sheila Bradshaw Valeria Oevermann 

Curtis Dittert Jeanette Preuss 

Albert Green Gladys Schwartz 

Clifton Green Judy Smith 

Julia Green Randy Smith 

Bernice Hanath Kirk Still 

Jamie Haws Joe Turner 

Rita Knipstein Jimmie Weiss 

   

 

In Our Extended Family 

Ann Booth Grant Milton 

Anna Breddin Shirley Mormar 

Tim Culliver Shelby Munsinger 

Robin Davidson Dennis Neumann 

Michelle Dees Eric Ortiz 

Yvette Dorian Jerry Parker 

Carol Fenton Faye Rau 

Pat Fontenot Cody Sanders 

Donna Forbes Ashlyn Hohlt Sanford 

Arvin Gresham Kimberlyn Hohlt Sanford 

Josh Gurka Weegie Scheel 

Kaden Gurka Dorothy Schulte 

Jason Hensen Colin Smith 

Carmen Hohlt Chris Spires 

Shannon Huston Barbara Steinfeld 

Vickie M. Kassman Lincoln Tiemann 

Thomas Kelling Dee Turner 

Lynlee Kocurek Verlin Warmke 

Lonnie Lueck Jerri Weaver 

Ronnie Luhn Zachary Weigelt 

Cindy Lyles Kathy Weiss 

Chris Marek Mary Winkelmann 

Marlene Merrill Terry Zulowski 
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Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 2025 

 
 

Eben-Ezer, Berlin 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

President                              Scott Gresham 

Vice-President                   Matthew Danesi 

Treasurer                    Cathie Steinfeld 

Secretary                              Dot Borchgardt 

Faith Formation                   Emily Noak 

Property                    Randy Steinfeld 

Social Outreach                   Olivia Borgstedte 

Worship                    Debbie Knipstein 

 

NON-COUNCIL POSITION 

Financial Secretary                 Cookie Loesch 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

Congregational Life                

 

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 

Ann Franke, Memorial Chairperson 

Ella Rau, WELCA Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel, Wiedeville 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President                 Rodney Maurer 

Secretary                 Jerri Maurer 

Treasurer       Cheryl Joswiak 

Financial Secretary     Michelle Krischke 

Member-At-Large      Wade Wellmann 

Member-At-Large                Jon Hodde 

Member-At-Large                Tanya Hupe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


