JULY 2026 NEWSLETTER

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!”
Psalm 33:12

Edison Park Lutheran Church
6626 N Oliphant Ave, Chicago IL 60631




From Deacon Carole

Dear friends,

June was a full month, starting with Cathy Johnson, Carolyn Nasheim, Kevin Zehme and me
attending Synod Assembly in St. Charles. A new bishop was elected and he’ll be installed in
September. We celebrated graduations, an Eagle Scout ceremony, and two baptisms. And one of
those babies was from Norway! We enjoyed a wonderful youth choir concert, and attended two
baseball games. And we welcomed back our own Sue Volden Gunderson, a retired Lutheran
pastor who grew up at EPLC and served as youth director prior to going to seminary. Sue shared
her involvement with the mission work done by Dr. Stanley Quanbeck in Madagascar, a mission
we supported for many years.

And we were blessed with two wonderful gifts for our music ministry!

We received a gift from Fred and Beverly Lind to cover the cost of wireless mics, which will be a
wonderful blessing. Fred is a former member who grew up at EPLC and whose family was very
involved in our ministry for many years. And you've probably noticed the addition of a beautiful
baby grand player piano in the Atrium. This was a gift from the Geier Family, whose children
attended our preschool about 20 years ago, and they are friends with two of our members. What
a wonderful addition to our church!

In July we're looking forward to welcoming a youth group, along with their pastor and adult
leaders, from Living Waters Lutheran Church in Sauk Rapids, MN. They're coming to Chicago on
a mission trip and will be staying at the parsonage for five days. They’ll participate in worship
with songs and skits the weekend of July 18th and 19th.

We also look forward to VBS this month. Thank you to Lynn Freitag for leading this again this
year. Please let us know if you're able to help with that.

Thank you to Cathy Johnson for leading the Monday night Bible Study group. And thank you to
all who assist with worship each week and who help with hospitality. We're still in need of
additional people to volunteer as ushers, communion assistants, lectors, and with altar guild, and
people to sign up to host coffee hours. If you're not able to host a coffee hour, donations of food
are also appreciated. When no one signs up to host, the church has been providing the treats.

We'll be holding a new member class on Tuesday, July 28th at 7:00p in the conference room.
Please let me know if you're interested in becoming a member of EPLC.

The 100th Anniversary Committee is busy making plans for next year. We hope you'll be able to
join us for the events being planned. There will be a banquet at Lone Tree Manor on September
19, 2027. And we're planning another Selah reunion the night before, on September 18th at
church. What a blessing to know that the message of Jesus has been proclaimed on this corner
for 100 years!

We're already making plans for fall programming. If you enjoy working with youth and would be
willing to give your time and energy to help teach Sunday School, please let me know.

May we continue to seek God'’s will and direction for our church, our world, and our own daily
walk with Him. We're saved by grace, forgiven and redeemed, and we're all equal at the foot of
the cross.

Blessings on your faith journey,
Deacon Carole



From Council President

Church

; Council

Synod Assembly 2026 elected Rev. Erik Christensen as the new Bishop of
the Metropolitan Chicago Synod ELCA. Please visit their website:
mcselca.org for more information.

Council will be taking a step into the past as we bring committees back.
We will be using the list created in 2009 and update it to fit the needs of
our church in 2026 and the future. On Rally Day there will be an
opportunity for members to decide which committee best fits their time
and talents. There will be a table for sign up and information about each
committee. The Growth Team has been disbanded; their tasks will be
assigned to individual committees.

The Church Council is looking for one member to replace a vacancy.
Council meets the second Tuesday of the month at 7PM. If you are
interested or would like more information about serving on the council
please contact Cathy Johnson email: Wacom3 18@hotmail.com.

Rally Day is September 13, 2026. 00000
- aAsea

COUNCIL MEMBER VACANCY



mailto:Wacom318@hotmail.com

Summer Outings & Thanks

Cubs game outing June 15, 2026

Chicago Dogs
game outing

June 25, 2026

We are thankful for:

We've been gifted with a beautiful Remington baby grand player piano from the
Geier family, whose children attended our preschool about 20-25 yrs ago. They are
also friends with two of our members. It'll be a wonderful addition to the atrium.
It's also a very expensive instrument and not something that should be considered
available to the general public or congregation to use. We ask that nothing be set
on top of it.

We were blessed to receive a wonderful gift to
the Music Ministry! Fred and Beverly Lind
donated the funds needed to purchase wireless
mics, something we've wanted to have for some
time now. Fred grew up at EPLC and his family
was very active in
the life of our
congregation. What
a wonderful way to
celebrate our
upcoming 100th
anniversary! We're
grateful for their

i i i generosity and
- support!




EPLC July Calendar
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held on Tuesday, July 28th at 7:00 pm
in the conference room.

Upcoming & Ongoing Events

Happy 100" Birthday EPLC!

February 2027 EPLC will begin it's 100" year of ministry. We plan
to celebrate for one year until February 2028. Save the date of
September 18-19, 2027 for a special 100th anniversary luncheon
at the Lone Tree Inn (9/19/27).

The Anniversary Committee welcomes your ideas for celebrating.
Ouwir first task is to find a theme for our celebration. We are asking
for your ideas. There will be a box at the Welcome table for you to
put your ideas. If there is a special ministry or historical event you
would like to highlight, please indicate that. Music has been an
important part of our church life so there will be music events —
any ideas? Committee members are happy to chat with you about
your suggestions. We also welcome sponsorship at various levels.

Members: Sally Benson, Rick Brown - council rep, Nancy Carlsen,
Cindy Davies, Linda Egebrecht, Lynn Freitag, Carolyn Nasheim
and Diane Wilk.

**Welcome New
Members:**

A New Member Orientation will be BIBI.E STU DY

EPLC Book Club 2026
Second Thursd pm

Upcoming Dates:

Jul 9: The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell
(Robert Dugoni)

Aug 13: Wild (Cheryl Strayed)

Sep 10: Gray Mountain (John Grisham)
Oct 8: The Women (Kristin Hannah)

Nov 12: In the Woods (Tana French)

Dec 10: The Lion Women of Tehran
(Marjan Kamali)
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Miscellaneous

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards at [773) 631-91317
when you are hospitalized or if you would like a phone call or a visit.
Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate
the opportunity to pray for your healing.

Gifts to the General Memorial Fund:
In memory of Barry Bleeker from Lori Smith
In honor of Everett Eltvik's baptism from Mike & Kelly Passeneau and Ally & Kristian Eltvik
and in appreciation of Deacon Carole’s extra efforts for the baptism arrangements

It's not too late for Summer Choir at EPLC!

If you ever wanted to sing in church choir, but are worry about the time commitment, or wonder
about singing in a group, then now is the perfect time to try it out!

Summer choir will meet once a month through the summer. We meet on the morning of in the
choir room at 8:30am to run through a piece to be sung at the 9:00am service.

The remaining dates are July 26th and August 16th. Mark your calendars! No prior experience is
needed, no long term commitment. Just come and sing! If you like it, you are always welcome to
join in the fall or talk to me about other opportunities here at EPLC. For questions, contact me,
Kevin Zehme at Music@edisonparkchurch.com.

Hope to see you in Summer Choirll

Sympathy and Prayers to the family and friends of Eva
“HeaiTfel—  Kassner, a former EPLC member. Visitation Thursday,

SR c&myg)f% July 2nd at Cumberland Chapels 8300 W Lawrence at

3-7pm. Funeral service at the funeral home on Friday,

July 3 at 11am. Interment private.

48 1 oun dB
Thoughts o Prayers

Prayer List

Benton and family, Cameron, Cayden, Colin, Dee, Frank, baby Holt, lisa, Jim,
Jack, Joe, Juancho, Kala, Karola, Kiss, Laura, Margaret, Marlene, Martha, Mary
Ann, Nancy, Paul, Rich, Sarah, Sue, Tim, Tom, Uwe, Wayne, Jeanene and Jim
Barnes, Bridget Bohan, Edward Bohan, Carol Bonk, Owen Charley, Lilly
DelLeone, Dan Dunn, Roxie Hays, Gale Henningsen, Pam Hull, Bob Krimm, Pat

Paustian, Kailash Prohuit, Lisa Reynoso, Lisa Rose, Carol Schafer, Michelle Sura,

Judy and Mike Terpstra.

Scheduling a Bap-
tism?

Contact the church office at
773-631-9131to begin the process.
Scheduling a Wedding?

Contact the church office to get your date on
the calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial

Scan the QR code with
your camera to visit the
giving page on our
website:

https://www.edisonparkchurch.com/giving
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e Worship
with Us!

- 5pm Traditional Worship every Saturday
- 9am Traditional Worship every Sunday
- 11am Contemporary Worship every Sunday
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