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We are honored to once again open
nominations recognizing individuals
whose leadership, service, and dedication
have made a lasting impact on our
industry and communities.

For generations, the strength of Arizona’s
cotton industry has been shaped by
individuals who give their time, expertise,
and passion in service to others. These
awards provide an opportunity to formally
recognize those whose contributions leave
a lasting impression on our industry and
the communities we serve.

The Association is proud to present three
distinguished honors: the J.S. Francis, Jr.
Distinguished Public Service Award,
recognizing exemplary public and political
service in support of agriculture; the
Cotton Industry Award, honoring
individuals whose contributions have
advanced the Arizona cotton industry and
supported the work of the Association; and
the Arizona Cotton Growers Association
Director of the Year Award, recognizing
outstanding leadership and service from
within our organization.

We encourage you to thoughtfully
consider those individuals whose efforts
have made a meaningful difference.

We look forward to honoring those who
continue to strengthen and shape the
future of our industry.

Submit a NominationSubmit a Nomination
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U.S. COTTON TRUST PROTOCOL OPENS
2026 GROWER ENROLLMENT
Enrollment is open for the U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol
2026 crop year, giving U.S. cotton growers a voluntary,
trusted system to verify responsible production using
credible data. Participating growers receive resources
and insights to support on-farm decision-making, meet
growing brand and retailer expectations, and help
strengthen demand for U.S. Cotton in the global
market. The enrollment deadline is April 30, 2026.

Also new this year is the Trust Protocol’s Field Partner
Program, an optional opportunity for enrolled growers
to evidence regenerative farming practices using the
existing Trust Protocol system. A participating
merchant or cooperative Field Partner helps confirm
practices, supported by remote third-party checks. For
qualifying acres, cotton may be marketed as Trust
Protocol Regenerative Cotton, helping meet increasing
brand interest in verified regenerative outcomes.
Growers are encouraged to enroll now and begin
preparing the required farm and field information.
Grower Enrollment Specialists are available to provide
personalized, regional support. Visit TrustUSCotton.org
or email info@TrustUSCotton.org to connect with your
region’s specialist and get started.
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The Arizona Cotton Growers Association and Arizona Cotton Ginners Association are thrilled to
announce that registration is now open for the 2026 Arizona Cotton Industry Annual Meeting! Join us
on June 10–11 in Flagstaff at the Little America Hotel for one of the most anticipated events of the
year. This annual gathering brings together growers, ginners, industry leaders, and partners for timely
updates, meaningful conversations, and valuable insights shaping Arizona’s cotton industry.

This year’s theme, “In Cotton We Trust,” will highlight sustainability and the growing role of cotton co-
products in our industry’s future. As part of this effort, we are partnering with the Arizona FFA and
our meeting attendees to support the Blue Jeans Go Green™ campaign. Through this initiative, led
by Cotton Incorporated and Phoenix Fibers, donated denim is transformed into insulation for Habitat
for Humanity homes and other sustainability projects. We encourage you to set aside your used jeans
and bring them with you to Flagstaff as we work together to reach our collection goal.

This year’s meeting promises not only vital industry discussions but also plenty of opportunities to
connect and have fun. Don’t miss the golf tournament, and be sure to register by May 13th to be
entered into the gun raffle.

Everything you need to plan your trip- registration, sponsorships, golf, and lodging is available on our
website. Be sure to register early to lock in your spot and get the most out of this year’s event.
Sponsorships offer a valuable way to support the meeting and showcase your investment in Arizona
agriculture.

Visit https://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting for full details and to register today.

IN COTTON WE TRUST: 2026 ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

The NCC, through its Planting Intentions survey,
estimates 2026 Arizona cotton acreage at 99,000
acres, a 4% decrease from 2025. The USDA, in its
Prospective Plantings Report, projects 95,000 acres,
compared to 103,000 acres harvested in 2025.
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USDA PROJECTS SIMILAR ACREAGE TO NCC

Both estimates indicate a year-over-year decline in
Arizona cotton acreage. Differences between the NCC
and USDA projections reflect timing and
methodology, with final planted acreage to be
confirmed in the USDA Acreage Report later in the
season.

Nationally, the USDA also projects a reduction in
cotton plantings, consistent with reporting from
Cotton Grower. Arizona’s projected decrease aligns
with broader trends in the West, where water
availability and crop economics continue to influence
planting decisions.

https://www.azcottongrowers.org/annual-meeting
https://www.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4feef839b937d07f647d0f879&id=6401495c41&e=fffec6f0e6
https://www.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4feef839b937d07f647d0f879&id=6401495c41&e=fffec6f0e6
https://www.cottongrower.com/cotton-production/production-outlook-acreage/cotton-grower-acreage-survey-american-acres-to-hold-flat-in-2026/
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The 2026 Arizona Legislative Session began on January 12, and in just 79 days, Arizona Cotton
Growers have been actively engaged in several key events. In collaboration with the Arizona Farm
& Ranch Group, the Arizona Nursery Association, and other partners, we helped host impactful
efforts such as the Arizona Agriculture Legislative Dinner and the Legislative Ag Intern Tour.

We also met with members of Congress to express our appreciation for their continued support of
agriculture through ECAP, disaster relief, Farm Bill provisions included in the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, and the Farmer Bridge Assistance Program. Additionally, we advocated for the industry-
backed Buying American Cotton Act, which aims to strengthen demand for U.S. cotton. We
appreciate the support of those who signed on as original co-sponsors, including Arizona’s
congressional leaders, Congressmen Gosar, Stanton, and Schweikert. We are encouraged by the
growing momentum, with more than 50 House co-sponsors to date, and will continue working to
expand support among Arizona’s congressional delegation.

These efforts provide legislators with a firsthand look at Arizona agriculture, highlighting the
dedication of our producers, the challenges we face, and the importance of policies that deliver
both short-term support and long-term success.

As the session progresses, Arizona Cotton Growers will continue working alongside industry
partners and policymakers to advance practical, forward-looking solutions that provide near-term
relief for growers, strengthen rural communities, and ensure the long-term viability of U.S. cotton
production.

A sincere thank you to ACGA Board Members and our partners for their strong representation of
the cotton industry. We encourage all members to stay informed and engaged as we navigate the
legislative session. Whether attending events, connecting with policymakers, or sharing your story,
your involvement matters. Together, we can continue to advocate for a strong future for Arizona
agriculture.
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ARIZONA COTTON ADVOCACY: 2026 LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS

Dan Thelander & Adam
Hatley  meet with

Congressman Schweikert.

Elgin Nursery 
Legislative Intern Tour

Az Agriculture
Legislative Dinner

Segments of the Cotton Industry meet with
Congressman Ciscomani, and USDA

Undersectretary Dudley Hoskins.

             This Month's Newsletter Sponsor is AMS.
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