the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And
her daughter was healed from that moment.

29 After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee,
and he went up the mountain, where he sat down. 30 Great crowds came
to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the maimed, the mute, and
many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, 31 so that
the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed
whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God
of Israel.

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “| have compassion
for the crowd because they have been with me now for three days and
have nothing to eat, and | do not want to send them away hungry, for
they might faint on the way.” 33 The disciples said to him, “Where are we
to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” 34 Jesus
asked them, “How many loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, and a few
small fish.” 35 Then ordering the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he
took the seven loaves and the fish, and after giving thanks he broke them
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 37 And all of them ate and were filled, and they took up the
broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 38 Those who had eaten
were four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 After sending
away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of
Magadan.

Sermon: You Are Who You Choose to Be

* Hymn # 465 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Offering
* Doxology =
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

* Hymn # 306 Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Benediction

Postlude March on the Old Hundredth Psalm Tune
by Brenda Portman




Worship August 16, 2026
Welcome!
*Indicates Please Stand

Prelude The Mountains Shall Sing by Dale Wood

Welcome, Announcements, and Invitations

Call to Worship Margaret Young, Liturgist

Leader: We meet in the presence of God

All: Who knows our needs before we ask,

Leader: We gather in the love of God

All: Which heals our wounds and forgives our iniquities
Leader: We are redeemed by the mighty acts of God

All: Which offer us mercy in our brokenness and justice that
reconciles us.

Leader: We bring our whole selves before God.

All: Whom we worship, honor, and adore, this day and forever
more. Let us worship God, together!

*Hymn # 370 This is My Father’s World

Time for Reconciliation

Leader: Merciful God, your word and your promises come to us when our
hearts are full with rejoicing and when our hearts fall with sorrow for our
failings.

All: The gifts you have given us we have not shared with our
neighbors.

Leader: By overt acts and by omission, we diminish your creation.

All: Forgive us. Show us the pathway toward healing and give us
peace, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Leader: We pause for a moment of silence, to privately confess our sins
to God, and to forgive those who have sinned against us.

Moment of Silent Confession

Leader: Sisters and brothers in Christ, hear and believe the good news of
the Gospel: In Jesus Christ, all is forgiven!
All: Thanks be to God!

* Response: Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be

World without end, amen, amen.

Passing of the peace
Special Music Nocturne No. 3 in F Major, from Six Nocturnes,
Op. 186, by J.W. Kalliwoda

Nina Geist, viola and Lisa Geist, piano

Kids’ Time

Scripture Reading: Matthew 15
1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said,
2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not
wash their hands before they eat.” 3 He answered them, “And why do
you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For
God said, ‘Honor your father and your mother,” and, ‘Whoever speaks
evil of father or mother must surely die.” 5 But you say that whoever tells
father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is given
to God,’ then that person need not honor the father. 6 So, for the sake of
your tradition, you nullify the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah
prophesied rightly about you when he said:
8 ‘This people honors me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;
9 in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’”
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and
understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person,
but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took
offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this
parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth
enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat
with unwashed hands does not defile.”
21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “| was sent only to the lost sheep of



