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October 4th, 2026

— Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ministers: All Our Members
Pastor: Rev. Carol Carkin * ccarkin@wnccumc.net
Director of C icati d Music: Dr. G Clifton * .clift ib ill . . . . . . . cp .
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9AM

Contemporary Service
Welcome to Worship! We are glad you are here, and we pray that you will be renewed
and blessed in this time and space. Please take a moment to connect with us via the
attendance pad in each pew.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Chris Kirkman

SONG 10,000 Reasons
I See Heaven

Praise Team

Jeri Barringer, Amy Bingham, Ruby Law, John Malave, Joyce Summers
OPENING PRAYER Chris

CHILDREN’S TIME

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Carol Carkin
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Chris
SONG The Goodness of God Praise Team
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING Chris
SCRIPTURE READING  Deuteronomy 8: 11-18, John 15: 1-8 (CEB) Chris
MESSAGE Connected to God: Everything is a Gift Pastor Carol
SERVICE OF COMMUNION

SONG Great Are You Lord Praise Team
BENEDICTION

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES CONTINUED

Nursery Volunteers Needed! We are in desperate need of nursery volunteers to help care
for our little ones and support Lillie for both services! It truly takes a village, and we need
YOU to help keep our nursery staffed and welcoming for our youngest church family
members. Please consider volunteering—we would love to have you! Contact Lillie at
(336)260-2649

Care & Share will meet on Thursday October 8" at 10:30 a.m. in the parlor. We will
review chapter 15.

Thank you note: John Schwade and his wife Wendy recently celebrated their 33rd
wedding anniversary. John is grateful to this church for the guidance and support he
received during the "for worse" period of their marriage. John and Wendy are now living
happily ever after in Broadway, NC. Thanks, John

PRAYER REQUESTS: Linda Bethune, Mike Carson, Malynda Dickerson, Jim Eurice,
Susan Flynn, Trudy Greeson, Jim Hall, Mike Hawk, Steve Launder, Beverley O’Day,
Michael Orlando, Kali Powers, Frances Soule, Chris and Ron Steigerwaldt, Johnny
Summers, Greg Stentz, Bert Wall



UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

Children’s Sermons: If you are interested in doing a children’s sermon during worship,
please contact Greyson.

The Outreach Team will meet at 7:00 pm on October 5th in the Wharton Classroom. The
goal for this meeting is to finalize plans for the Thanksgiving Community Dinner. We will
also finalize outreach plans for Christmas. Everyone interested in helping with these
projects is welcome and encouraged to attend.

Food Drive for SAFE: Help Stock the Shelves. Food donations to SAFE are down 60%
compared with this time last year, while the number of neighbors who need assistance is
rising. Demand continues to grow with the opening of SAFE’s new location at Fairview
United Methodist Church in Elon. To help close the gap, GUMC is sponsoring a food drive
through the end of October. The most-needed items are peanut butter and jelly; cereal and
other breakfast foods; canned meat; pasta and pasta sauce; canned fruits and vegetables
and soup; condiments and seasonings. To participate, please place your donations at the
altar. We will make sure all items are delivered to SAFE.

Volunteer at SAFE at Elon: SAFE will be opening its fourth food pantry and community
resource center at Fairview United Methodist Church (3128 Osceola Road) on Tuesday,
Oct. 13. The pantry will be open weekly from 5 to 7 p.m., and volunteers will be needed to
fill a variety of roles during that time. Volunteers will also be needed one another day a
week — day and time still TBD — to help restock the pantry and prepare
it for neighbors. All interested volunteers must sign up through SAFE
at https://www.safealamance.org/volunteer-at-safe-at-elon or by using
the QR code. For more information, contact SAFE at Elon Site
Manager Michelle Rash at 336-212-3424 or
michelle@safealamance.org.

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND SMALL GROUPS

Nursery: GUMC offers nursery care for children from birth through age 5 each Sunday
morning during both worship services and Sunday School.

Children’s Sunday School: We are using the Sunday School curriculum “Two or More.”
This curriculum provides children with Bible-rich experiences and grow in faith together. It
is designed to be a one-room curriculum, bringing elementary-aged children together to be
seen, known and loved. The elementary Sunday School class meets each Sunday morning
on the second floor of the church.

Youth Group (6th-12th grade) meets on the 2" and 4" Sundays of the month at 4 p.m.
beginning September 13,

Youth Sunday School: On the 2™ and 4" Sundays of the month, we offer two separate
Youth Sunday School classes, one for 5 and 6'" graders and one for 7" and 8"graders. Both
use the Bible Studies for Life curriculum and meet on the lower level of the church.

Elementary Kids meet every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 4 p.m. beginning September 13.
Sunday School for Adults: The Wharton Sunday School class meets in room #115 on the

first floor at 10am. Another option for adults is the Friends in Faith class, which meets in
room #107 on the first floor at 10 a.m. All adults are welcome!


https://www.safealamance.org/volunteer-at-safe-at-elon
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11 AM
Traditional Worship Service

Welcome to Worship! We are glad you are here, and we pray that you will be renewed
and blessed in this time of worship. Please take a moment to connect with us via the
attendance pad in each pew.

GATHERED TO PRAISE
PRELUDE Dr. Greyson Clifton
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Matt Morrow
CALL TO WORSHIP Matt

Leader: Come, let us remember the goodness of God.

People: Every good gift comes from the Lord.

Leader: Come, let us remember God's faithfulness.

People: God has sustained us through every season.

Leader: Come, let us worship the One who gives life, hope, and purpose.
All: With grateful hearts, we come to worship God.

OPENING PRAYER Matt

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth UMH #92
CHILDREN’S TIME

PASTORAL PRAYER Rev. Carol Carkin
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Matt

OFFERTORY Great Are You Lord Chancel Choir

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

*DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Deuteronomy 8: 11-18, John 15: 1-8 (CEB)

MESSAGE Connected to God: Everything is a Gift
SERVICE OF COMMUNION

SENDING FORTH
*HYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

POSTLUDE

* Please stand if you are able.

UMH #94

Matt

Matt

Matt

Pastor Carol

UMH #140

Dr. Clifton
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