
A Word From Mr. Rodewald 

ñFinding Joy in the Mudò  By Jeremi Richardson 

Psalm 126:2ï3 (NIV): ñOur mouths were filled with laughter, our 
tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, óThe 
Lord has done great things for them.ô The Lord has done great things 
for us, and we are filled with joy.ò  
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Mark Your Calendar 

4.3 
GOOD FRIDAY - ALL TCA CLOSED 

4.5 
EASTER 
4.6 - 4.10 

SPRING BREAK - K-8 Closed; Preschool Open 
4.14 

PTO Meeting - 5:30 PM 
4.17 

4Q Progress Reports 
4.20 - 4.23 

IOWA TESTING  
4.24 

PTO Sponsored Field Day 
4.30 

2026-2027 Early Registration Deadline 
5.4 - 5.8 

TEACHER APPRECIATION/SPIRIT WEEK 
5.5 

PTO Meeting - 5:30 PM 
5.8 

WATER DAY 
5.8 

Kindergarten Graduation - 6:30 PM 
5.12 

2026 Academic Fair 
5.15 

Last Day of School - 12:30 PM Early Dismissal 
Honors Assembly - 11:00 AM 
8th Grade Graduation - 6:30 PM 

5.18 - 5.20 
K-8 Teacher Work Days 

5.25 
Memorial Day 
5.26 - 7.31 

K-6 Summer Camp 
Continued on page 2... 

Life often brings us messy, challenging, and sometimes downright muddy 
situations. Sump pumps that stop working, jobs that fall through, catalytic 
converters that need to be replaced, and, andéand. Feeling overwhelmed, 
discouraged, or even defeated is easy when knee-deep in the mud of lifeôs 
trials. However, the Bible reminds us that joy and laughter can be found 
even in these circumstances. 

Consider the times in Scripture when Godôs people experienced incredible 
joy amid their trials. After being freed from captivity, the Israelites 
expressed their joy with laughter and songs of praise. Despite their 
hardships, they recognized the great things God had done for them, and their 
response was one of profound joy. 

How can we apply joy to our muddy circumstances: 

1. Embrace the Mess: Just like children playing in the mud, sometimes we 
need to embrace the messiness of life. Instead of focusing on the discomfort 
or inconvenience, we can choose to see the potential for growth and joy. Ask 
yourself, ñWhat can I learn from this situation? How is God working in my 
life right now?ò 



                                                    
2. Find Humor in the Hardship: Laughter is a gift from God that can 
lighten our spirits and bring us closer to Him. When faced with difficult 
circumstances, try to find something to laugh about. It might be a funny 
memory, a humorous perspective, or simply allowing yourself to enjoy a 
lighthearted moment. Laughter can be a powerful tool to shift our focus from 
despair to hope. 

3. Trust in Godôs Goodness: Even when weôre stuck in the mud, we can 
trust that God is with us and working for our good. Reflect on past 
experiences where God has brought you through difficult times. 
Remembering His faithfulness can fill us with joy and confidence that He 
will continue to do great things in our lives. 

This month, intentionally look for moments of joy and laughter, especially 
in difficult situations. Keep a journal of these moments on paper or on your 
phone, at least in your mind, and reflect on how they change your 
perspective and bring you closer to God. Share your experiences with a 
friend or loved one and encourage them to find joy in the mud. Remember, 
ñAlways find a reason to laugh. It may not add years to your life, but it will 
surely add life to your years.ò  

              

During Chapel this month, weôll look at stories that demonstrate JOY, 
choosing to celebrate what God is doing.. Teachers and staff will be on the 
lookout for students showing JOY and making a difference in their 
classroom, at home, or in the community.  At the end of the month, staff 
will nominate students they feel have demonstrated the trait of JOY. Those 
students will receive the Eagle Character Award, celebrate with ice cream 
and have their picture in the May Newsletter. Classes may have one 
nominee, multiple nominees, or may not have a nominee.  We are looking 
for students to really listen to Godôs Word and put it into action. 

A Word From Mr. Rodewald Continuedé 

APRIL 2026 Overview 
 
April Virtue 
JOY - choosing to celebrate what God is 
doing. 
 
Chapel Stories 
7th - No Chapel (Spring Break) 
14th - On the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) 
21st - No Chapel (IOWA Testing Week)  
28th - Pentecost/Fruit of the Spirit (Acts 2:1-41)  

 
Weekly Memory Verses 
April 6th - 10th Memory Verse 
NO MEMORY VERSE - Spring Break                               
 
April 13th - 17th Memory Verse 
ñRejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice!ò   Philippians 4:4 

April 20th - 24th Memory Verse                                  
NO MEMORY VERSE - IOWA Testing Week                     

April 27th - May 1st Memory Verse                                      
ñA cheerful heart is good medicine, but a 
crushed spirit dries up the bones.ò                         
Proverbs 17:22 

 

March ñHUMILITYò Eagle Character Award Students:  
K - Emery Anderson, Eunice Cuevas, Sawyer Durden, Esther Moore, Teddy 
Odum, Elliot Pendergrass, Daniella Tovar-Plant; 1st - Cora Anderson, Luukas 
DuChemin, Noraa DuChemin, Anthony Hill, Sterling Matthews, Tytus Perry, 
Silas Smith; 2nd - Cutler Anderson, Bella Hilbrook; 3rd - Evan Johnson, Sylas 
Perry, Sarah Timan; 4th - Lyriq Bryson, Anastasia Cerri, Everleigh                    
Makinson, Titus Moore; 5th - Jaxon Decker, Jairus Jay, Daren Kirchman, 
Gabe Miller, Leonardo Miranda; 6th - Cooper Durden, Eli Johnson;                         
7th - Waylon Holbrook, Kevin Wake; 8th - AJ Emory 
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4.2 Harlowe Thomas 
4.5     Titus Moore 
4.13 Lyriq Bryson 
  Burtt Johnson (K-8 Staff) 
  Matthew Shook 
4.14   Intan (Compassion) 
  Tiffney Pendergrass (K-8 Staff) 
4.18   Victoria Tovar-Plant 
4.24   Anastasia Cerri 
4.29 Cutler Anderson 

Emery Anderson, Eunice Cuevas, Sawyer Durden, Esther Moore, Teddy 
Cora Anderson, Luukas 

DuChemin, Noraa DuChemin, Anthony Hill, Sterling Matthews, Tytus Perry, 
Evan Johnson, Sylas 

Lyriq Bryson, Anastasia Cerri, Everleigh                    

Cooper Durden, Eli Johnson;                         



The Art of Discipline: Making It Helpful                          
By Gina McClain 
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K - Emery Anderson, Sawyer Durden, Esther Moore, Elliot Pendergrass,                
Teddy Odum; 1st - Cora Anderson, Luukas DuChemin, Noraa DuChemin,                
Anthony Hill; 2nd - Bella Holbrook, Kimberly Kirchman, Harlowe Thomas, 
Madison Williams; 3rd - Emry Keener, Axel LiBasci, Sylas Perry, Raelynn  
Stewart, Sarah Timan; 4th - Lyriq Bryson, Deacon DuChemin, Dahlia Lannon, 
Everleigh Makinson, Titus Moore, Addeline Wahl; 5th - Breck Balmer, Jaxon 
Decker, Elizabeth Gignac, Jairus Jay, Leonardo Miranda; 6th - Payton Carey, 
Ezra Johnson, James Passmore, Cayden Sim 

1st - Silas Smith, Sterling Matthews; 2nd - Cooper Creel, James Garst, Olivia 
Simpson; 3rd - Chandler Epperson, Evan Johnson, Kathryne Wake, Mason   
Williams; 4th - Anastasia Cerri, Gabby Chiaramonte; 5th - Mason Carey,                     
Judah Jay, Daren Kirchman, Gabe Miller, Colin Rhinehart, 6th - Cooper 
Durden, Averial Hill, Eli Johnson, Emily Makinson, Jeremiah Moore, Victoria 
Tovar-Plant, Eliza Wadewitz; 7th - Waylon Holbrook, Kevin Wake; 8th - AJ 
Emory, Jacey Fleszar, Alisha Hill, Ryan Perry 

tp://www.orangeparents.org/family-value-3-fight-for-the-heart/
tp://www.orangeparents.org/family-value-3-fight-for-the-heart/


Thank you to everyone who has 
stepped up to the plate and                       
participated in the TCA Feed the 
Need 2026 Fundraiser. We raised 
$76,178, or 102%. Much love is 
due our various business sponsors 
listed on the next 2 pages. 






