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“I just don't think evangelism is for me.” How many of us here in North America have said or at least felt this at some time? This
attitude of fear towards spreading the gospel was flipped on its head by Dr. Watkins during our week with him in Daytona Beach,
on the SEED mission trip. Daytona Beach is home to some of the best beaches in the world, and at the same time, some of the
most broken lives, a place where, as Dr. Watkins says, “people go to make bad decisions”. This was the perfect place for us to
attack the internal aversion to the evangelism with the help and guidance of Dr. Watkins.

The week was split into four main activities that trained us for bringing the gospel to the outside world. The first activity was the
teaching we received from Dr. Watkins on evangelism in the comfort of his living room. He began by showing the scope of
evangelism that expands to people in all walks of life, no matter how dark that path may be, by using the conversion of Jethro, a
Midianite pagan priest, someone who was very unlikely to believe in the God of Israel. He then moved to the importance of
evangelism by showing its recurrent theme in the Old Testament, starting with God Himself promising to crush the serpent's
head in Genesis, to the prophet Malachi. Next, he looked at the distinction in evangelism between the full-time work of
evangelism for people like Paul and evangelism within daily routine in the life of someone like Timothy. He ended the seminars
with an example of a man with a mindset for evangelism that none of us expected: the Reformer John Calvin. These sessions
gave us the necessary spiritual kick to get out of our comfortable Christian circles and into the messiness of other people's lives
to show them a new life in Christ.

The second activity was service work, which was done at the houses of church
members and ministry buildings, such as halfway houses and churches. Although
this may seem like anything but evangelism, the act of sacrificing your time and
energy for the benefit of others speaks the gospel to others in a language without
words. Throughout all our sweeping, washing, and organizing, we saw people light up
with emotion and thankfulness for the help we provided. It seemed a small task when
performed, but to see the blessing it bestowed brought great reward.

In the evenings, Dr. Watkins had us practice what he preached on the boardwalks of
Daytona Beach. It is no calming experience to walk up to strangers for the first time
and present the gospel to them, especially when you are met with a cold shoulder.
However, for most of us, our interactions with others produced conversations that
opened up the brokenness of the world in the journeys of each person. We met a
wide range of individuals, including homeless people, photographers, trade workers,
fishermen, Jehovah's Witnesses, former convicts, and even YouTubers. Each one had
a story, and each story had a problem, and the job given to us and to all Christians is
to show each person how all problems ultimately have only one solution: Jesus =
Christ. No one had people pray the sinner's prayer. None of us baptized anyone on the
beach. We did not have hundreds of people flock around us to hear us tell the gospel
and get converted, but that was never our mission. It is beyond us to convince
someone of the Christian message and change their adversity towards God to a
heart of love; it takes more than mere words and pamphlets to do that. What we were
doing on those boardwalks was what the sower did in Jesus’ parable: we cast the
seed. Now that the seed might fall on the path, or on rocky ground, or by thistles, and
all our evangelizing will have been for nothing. But we are not told what ground is
which; we are only told to cast the seed, knowing that in every place God has
reserved His fruitful ground, and He will cause the increase. All we need to do is be
his sowers.




The last activity Dr. Watkins had us do was one that he claims is
one of the best means of evangelism for Presbyterian ministers in
Florida: surfing. Not willing to let us take his word for it, he had us
all stuff our pale white bodies into black surfing suits and hit the
waves. His reasoning behind this is simple: if you want to get into
people's lives to share the gospel, you need to start doing the same
things they do and the easiest (and the most fun) way to do that is
by doing public recreation. It's there that you meet people when
they have let down the barriers that they use to keep others out. We
saw this first-hand when Dr. Watkins met a couple surfing the
waves beside him on the day we were with him on the beach and
invited them to a Bible study we were having the next day. Sure
enough, the very same couple came that Sunday to the Bible study
and heard the gospel for the first time.

Evangelism can often become to Reformed churches what flossing
your teeth is for a lot of people: everyone knows how to do it and
that they should do it, but very few actually do. It does not have to
be that way, though, because evangelism does not have to be that
daunting. Not everyone is called to be a Paul and travel the globe
planting churches and debating with pagans, but every single one
of us has the capacity to point people to Christ. So start throwing
the seeds; you may feel weak and afraid, but we serve a powerful
God who will not allow His Word to return void.

As we reflect on the past year, 2025, we are filled with gratitude for the
rich and consistent blessings God has given to Reformed Mission
Services. We saw the Lord’'s hand in everything we did, matching vital
resources with the needs of missionaries worldwide. This was clearly
demonstrated in many ministry development trips, successful
fundraisers and seven TASC events. These things not only provided
L necessary financial support but also strengthened the fellowship among
- our supporters, proving once again that we are more effective when we
X -\\ work together for the advancement of the Gospel.

As we look ahead to the rest of 2026, we are energized by the diverse opportunities available for our youth and member
churches to put their faith into practice. Our Teens Actively Serving Christ (TASC) program will be broadly dispersed this
summer, beginning June 6—13 at Zion Reformed Church in Ripon, CA, followed by Faith URC in Beecher, IL from June 13-20.
The week of June 20-27 will be a busy one with three concurrent sites at New Haven URC in Vermont, Trinity URC in Caledonia,
MI, and Zion Reformed Church in Menno, SD. We will conclude our TASC season from July 25 to August 1 at Dutton URC in
Michigan and at Mount of Olives in Mexico. In addition to these youth trips, we are excited to offer a SEED (Serve, Engage,
Evangelize, Disciple) event in New York City from July 10—18, 2026. This week is designed to equip participants of all ages for
evangelism through biblical instruction and hands-on ministry in the city.

Looking further into our 2026 calendar, our Ministry Development and Evangelism programs continue to expand across the
globe. We have ongoing efforts in Peru, Colombia, Mexico, Japan, Haiti, and Costa Rica. These are made possible through your
generous support and participation in our various fundraisers. You can find information regarding our upcoming events, future
Ministry Development trips and fundraisers at rms.org. We are profoundly thankful for our member churches and the individuals
who faithfully support this ministry. We look ahead to the rest of this year fully confident and encouraged by your prayers and
partnership, trusting that God will continue to use RMS to His glory and the spread of His Word.
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