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AS YOU READ EACH PASSAGE, DO THE FOLLOWING:

ASK- God to connect with you in this moment. In prayer, start by slowing down and
inviting God to help you understand what this passage means for your life. Clear your
mind of all distractions and simply focus on what God wants to accomplish in this
moment.

READ- the selected section of Scripture slowly. Read the whole passage at first while
taking notes of the words and phrases that stick out to you. Next, read it a second
time, pausing at the parts that stick out to you.

REFLECT- on what grabs you. What connections do you see at this point in your life?
How might God be speaking to you through these words? What do you think reading
this at the time of Jesus felt like? What does it mean for you today?

RESPOND- to the Scripture. Speak directly to God about what’s on your mind and
heart. Look for ways to live out what resonated with you individually and with your
group.



There was a blockbuster move in the ‘90s called Twister. No, it’s not about the
awkward board game. It was a feature-length movie about tornadoes! My family
watched gleefully as cows got sucked up into the sky and cars got thrown around like
frisbees. This birthed a weird passion in me— | was obsessed with watching footage of
tornadoes.

| knew what these storms were capable of, but my entire perspective changed when
my town was hit by a massive twister in 2012. | experienced the sky going pitch black,
winds making trees lay on their sides, frantic sirens screeching, and potato-sized hail
plummeting from the sky. After the storm settled, | vividly remember walking around a
vacant lot that used to be a Lowe’s hardware store. The storm had destroyed every
square inch. Cars were flipped over. Trees littered the streets. A massive metal rod had
pierced a wall like a tooth-pick through a sandwich. It was horrifying.

There is a huge difference in having information and having an experience.

John opens up his gospel by telling the story of Jesus both creating Earth and then
coming down to Earth. He explains, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us” (1:14). Yes, God sees us. Yes, God knows us. However, Jesus went a step
further when He chose to live among us. The God of the universe moved in next door.

God stepped down as a human into a little town in Israel. He had to deal with sunburn,
acne, and hunger. He knew what it was like to laugh with His best friends and to be
betrayed. He suffered through homelessness, physical pain, loss, and even death.

Jesus experienced the joys, pains, sorrows, and awkwardness of being human. We can
find hope in that. Whatever you are going through, there is a personal God that loves
you and can honestly say, “l get it. I’ve been there too.”

God isn’t merely above us or beyond us; He is with us.



LET’S TALK ABOUT BOB ROSS.

| love Bob Ross. You know the guy, right? He’s the celebrity painter that wears a denim
shirt tucked into denim pants, rocks an afro, and talks with a voice as calm as a
mountain stream. Whether you paint or not, you are likely one of the tens-of-millions of
people who have either watched his videos online or shared Bob-themed memes.
People are captivated by his soothing voice and instructional videos that make them
feel like they can paint a landscape in fifteen minutes.

Painting is all about the process. There is something powerful about working hard on
little details and then seeing the finished product come together. Whether it’s a project,
painting, or party, it’s amazing to finally see something come together after all the time
it took to build. Anything of worth requires work.

John 2 sets up a pivotal moment in the ministry of Jesus— His first public miracle.
Jesus is attending a friends wedding, and they run into a conundrum. They are out of
wine.

Let’s do a little background study. Wine was a big deal for Jewish weddings as most of
the sacred ceremonies involved it. Furthermore, if the people tried drinking the water,
they’d probably die of dysentery. Thus, running out of wine was a big blunder.

Jesus could easily have just said “let there be wine” and have wine rain from the sky,
but He didn’t do that. Instead, Jesus asked some people to “fill the jars with water.”
They listened and filled a bunch of jugs to the brim. What was the outcome of their
obedience? The water had turned into wine.

Their work triggered a miracle that everyone experienced. Ultimately, their dedication
led to celebration. We can focus on God doing miracles for us, but what if God wants
to do a miracle through us?

The servants got a front row ticket to God’s work. When you walk in God’s ways, you
will get to see His wonders. Think of all the life-changing things God can do through
you. God will use small steps of obedience to take you towards supernatural
outcomes.



"For me, I’m a creative genius. There’s no other way to word it.” This is a real quote
from rapper-turned-expensive-shoe-designer Kanye West. Calling yourself a genius is
certainly a stretch, but Kanye goes so much further than that. He tweets about sleeping
on fur pillows. He has compared himself to Shakespeare. He bragged that his “greatest
pain in life” is that he’ll "never see himself perform.”

What comes to mind when you think of pride?

You probably thought of arrogant athletes, school-yard bullies, or reality tv show stars.
Our minds naturally think of pride as a puffed-up, Kanye-brand arrogance that would
lead a person to make a picture of themselves their phone wallpaper. While that’s
certainly prideful, that’s not the only expression of pride. It goes so much further than
that; it’s putting yourself at the top of your priorities.

Pride prevents you from celebrating other people’s success.
Pride makes you obsessively count likes on every photo you post.
Pride prevents you from admitting you're wrong, weak, or that you have a problem.

Pride can be poisonous. We often don’t realize it, but putting ourselves first has
dangerous consequences. It throws our lives out of balance. Pride makes you refuse to
admit that you need help. You may think that makes you strong, but it doesn't. Pride
doesn’t protect you; it imprisons you. When you are full of yourself, there is no room for
anyone else. Jesus has a better plan for you.

John the Baptist was the front-runner to Jesus. Before Jesus kicked-off His ministry,
John preached about what God was about to do through Jesus. With dreaded hair and
a scraggly beard, John explained, “He must increase and | must decrease” (John 3:30).
If you follow Jesus, you should write this phrase somewhere you often see it. This is
God’s design: more Jesus and less us.

You fight pride by putting God and others first. C.S. Lewis explained, “Humility isn’t
thinking less of yourself, rather it’s thinking of yourself less.” Be quick to apologize,
serve others, and ask for help. Constantly think of other people’s needs over your own.
You will quickly see that this is a better way to live as your life will become better
balanced. Pride poisons, but humility heals.



One Tuesday morning, the alarm screamed on my nightstand. | smashed snooze three
times before begrudgingly getting out of bed. | woke up after a solid eight hours of rest
just to experience something awful. | was more tired than if | had just skipped sleep
altogether. My head was pounding like a hammer. My eyes were covered in red webs.
Even my bones felt sleepy. | didn’t have mono, a cold, or a rare string of flu. It was
much harder to treat; | was burned out.

Have you ever been there? I'm sure some of you have. Maybe you feel lonely in a
crowded room, experience emotional numbness when you want to feel something, or
even face a vague sense of dread wherever you go. This could be burnout. The
dangerous thing is that burnout leads you to withdraw from those who care about you.
Isolation can quickly become a dangerous situation.

There's a story in John 4 that takes place after Jesus travels thirty hours out of his way
to meet up with a Samaritan woman getting water in the middle of the day. We know
that she was purposely avoiding people because no one in their right mind would be
out there at that hour in the middle of the desert. This woman found herself at the end
of her rope. She was shunned by society, brokenhearted, and living a life of isolation.

Jesus casually asks for some water. No, He didn’t travel nearly two days for a drink. He
wanted to reveal a life-changing truth to this woman. He explains that He offers “living
water” (John 4:10). This is the kind of encouragement that never goes away; it is a well
that never runs dry. “The woman said to Him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so | will not be
thirsty’” (John 4:15). Jesus extends the same invitation to you, too. He is inviting you
into a life-giving relationship with Him.

Burnout happens when we are running on empty, but Jesus offers us a path towards
fullness & fulfillment. Burnout can be a blessing when it brings you closer to the
ultimate source of life: Jesus. Just like He did for the woman at the well, Jesus will go
to great lengths to help you. You don’t have to change your location for Jesus to
change your situation.



When | was a toddler, | used to slip on my dad’s work boots and shuffle around the
house pretending to be him. | would try to talk and act like him while stumbling all over
the place in boots the size of my entire leg. Most young kids want to be like their
parents. They watch them closely and try to mimic their actions the best they can. This
is ultimately how we learn to talk, tie our shoes, and cheer for the same football team
as our dads.

Jesus mimicked His father as well. He explained, "The Son can do nothing by himself;
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the
Son also does” (John 5:19). Jesus did the same stuff that God the Father did- He
helped the helpless, showed hope to the hopeless, healed the sick, and invited people
into an adventure much bigger than themselves.

Jesus mirrored the Father, and we are called to mirror Jesus (Ephesians 5:1-2). As you
grow closer to Jesus, you will start to reflect Him. You will develop a deep desire to
help others. Your heart will break for the same things that break His. You will grow more
merciful, loving, friendly, and patient. Just like a toddler learning to mimic their parents,
it’ll start by changing what you do. Then, it will end by changing who you are.

Your life should reflect your relationship with Christ.
Love like He loves.

Forgive like He forgives.

Pray like He prayed.

Sacrifice like He sacrificed.

Through the Spirit, God has empowered you to live like the Son.



Whenever | visit home, | always have same routine. | make the dull drive down
Interstate 81, hug my mom, and then head straight to one of my favorite places on
Earth. | drive across my small country town and pull into a crowded parking lot
illuminated by a bright red sign. | walk in with a bounce in my step to be greeted by a
polo-wearing employee with a super-sized smile. “Spicy chicken with a side of
pickles,” | request. “My pleasure,” he replies.

Have you ever heard of Chick-Fil-A? My hometown's Chick-Fil-A was one of the things
I missed most while living in the northeast. This “Christian chicken” place has a
passionate fan base, game-changing peach milkshakes, terrific sandwiches, and some
of the greatest customer service you’ll ever experience. Here is the wild thing: They
make more money per location than any other fast food chain, even though they are
closed on Sundays.

The founder of Chick-Fil-A is a devout Christian who believes it is important to give his
employees a day off to spend time with family and to reset. How on Earth can a place
preform so well while being closed 17% more than most other stores? It’s simple—
multiplication by subtraction. God’s Kingdom operates upside-down. You are more
productive when you take a day to rest and reset.

In John 6, Jesus feeds a massive crowd when a boy gives away his lunch. Sadly, it
wasn’t a spicy chicken sandwich with pickles; it was some fish and bread. However,
when this young man gave, a massive crowd received. God was able to make big
things happen with that small gift. This is how living in God’s Kingdom works. You will
experience multiplication by subtraction.

When you give, you receive.

When you take a day off to rest, God makes you more productive.
When you are humble, God lifts you up.

When you embrace your weakness, God gives you strength.
When you die to yourself, you experience a full and fulfilled life.



Have you ever had someone put you down? When | was in the 7th grade, my math
teacher went on a rampage about how the entire class was going to end up homeless
and helpless. What made her come to this conclusion? We had all failed a pop quiz on
hyperbolas. Now, this is a laughable memory as | have not used that math once in my
entire adult life. However, when | was a kid just trying to do my best, this experience
was extremely discouraging.

It really hurts when someone doesn’t believe in you. John 7 is a fascinating part of
Jesus’s life. Just as He was starting to grow in popularity in Galilee, He started getting
push-back. A crowd calls Him a demon, some preachers try to have Him put in prison,
and His own brother mocks him to His face. Sure, it’s understandable that people
doubted Him, but He had to hear it from His own brother? That must have been heart-
breaking.

People often get critical right when you’re getting close to the pinnacle. | hope you
never have a crowd accuse you of being possessed by the Devil while at the same time
trying to have you murdered, but you certainly may have to face some judgement.
People may spread rumors about you, blame you for something out of your control,
call you a disappointment, or even say they don’t believe in you.

Those words certainly sting, but you can rest assured in the promise of God in verse
18: “He who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth.” When you are
living for God, you are building your life on the truth, and you are living for Christ alone.
If you live for people’s confirmation, you will die by their criticism. You are living for an
audience of One, and He is cheering for you.

You cannot make everyone happy— you aren’t pizza.



Elephants are scary strong. They can weigh in at 25,000 pounds and tower to fifteen
feet tall. In the wild, they have been known to completely uproot trees using their tusks.
They’re creatures with Thor-like strength that can break out of almost anything. So how
do people keep them contained when they’re domesticated? Easy. A small chain and a
steel stake in the ground.

Wait, how is that possible? One of the most powerful creatures can be contained by a
chain? From the time the animals are babies, their keepers put a shackle around the
elephants’ legs. During their rebellious toddler years, they actively try to break free.
Attempt after attempt, they fail and, ultimately, get a little sore in the process. After a
while, they stop fighting it. After the elephant has grown up into the strongest animal on
the face of the earth, they still remember their struggle and pain. Thus, they don’t even
try to break free despite now being able to bust the small chains and shackles.

There is an elephant inside of you— a massive beast of creativity and capability.
However, just like elephants in the circus, we can feel chained down. Jesus said, “Who
the Son sets free is free indeed” (John 8:36). Despite all the things that seem to be
holding you back, Jesus has set you free from them. There is no past sin, shame, or
struggle that has any power over you. Just like the elephants in captivity, it’s all in your
head. By the strength of Jesus within you, breaking free is as easy as just moving
forward.



Have you ever just pleaded with God, “Why?”

It’s hard to understand why things happen in life, especially when they feel completely
out of our control. Why is my family facing illness? Why did my summer go so badly?
Why did my entire future plan just fall apart in moments?

When bad stuff happens, we wonder why. When Jesus and His disciples were walking
down the road near the Pool of Sialom outside the temple, they spotted a man who
was blind since birth. Naturally, the disciples asked, “Why was this man born blind?
Was it because of a family sin?” Jesus wasn’t focused on the past; He was focused on
the purpose. He replied, “This is so that God’s power could be seen in him!”

Despite all the uncertainty of life, we can be certain of one thing— God’s got this. If you
strive to fix your eyes on Jesus through your trials, His power will show up in your life,
and people will notice. Walking with God through pain leads to power.



Our world is obsessed with “living your best life.” We gawk at outlandish influencers,
celebrities, and models on Instagram. We obsess over capturing the perfect vacation
snapshot. We strive to have more, do more, and make more. But is that what living
your best life is all about? If we are not careful, we can chase our best future life
without realizing that we could actually be living it out right now.

When millionaire John Rockefeller was asked what would make him happy, he smirked
and replied, “One more dollar.” This man was one of the richest people in human
history, but he wasn’t fulfilled by all his fortune. The question is not WHAT would give
you fulfillment in life, it's WHO.

Jesus says in John 10:10, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have
come that they may have life and have it to the fullest.” An abundant life comes from
Jesus and Him alone. If you are chasing anything other than Jesus, you will not find
your best life. Jesus is the source of an abundant life. We often think of abundance in
the context of cash, cars, and caviar. Jesus wants to totally flip this view upside down.
An abundant life with Christ is built upon things that you cannot collect: peace, joy, and
love. It’s not about what you have; it’s about who you are becoming.



Culture told me it isn’t manly to cry.

That’s silly. It’s profoundly human to find yourself in tears. Not only is it a normal human
response to suffering, it’s a Christ-like response to your pain. The shortest verse in
scripture is one of the most powerful. John 11:35 simply says, “desus wept.” In this
passage, we see Jesus weeping at the funeral of His dear friend, Lazarus. When he
saw the grief of Mary, his sister, “He was deeply moved in the spirit and troubled” (John
11:33).

| imagine this was not just a singular tear dripping down His cheek, either. For the Bible
to include this verse with such emphasis, it must have been a sniffly-nosed howl of a
cry. Yes, | imagine Jesus ugly-cried at the tomb. Jesus weeping is a powerful reminder
to you and me. He felt Mary and Martha’s pain when Lazarus passed away. Let me
assure you that He feels your pain, too. If it matters to you, it matters to Jesus. If it
breaks your heart, it breaks His heart.

God hears and responds to the cries of His people (Psalm 120:1).



We tend to be very careful with valuable things.

You drive carefully in a new car, you put a case on your phone, and you don’t leave
stacks of money laying out on your desk at school. We all understand that valuable
possessions require protection; that’s why safes exist.

In John 12, Jesus is at a dinner party hosted by His friends, Mary and Martha. At the
beginning of this passage, Mary presents something extremely valuable. She opens up
a bottle of expensive fragrance made of a precious plant called nard. This wasn’t just
some perfume she picked up at Macy’s. This stuff was worth almost a whole year’s
salary (12:5). This wasn’t just a bottle of perfume; this was her savings account.

What did she do with it? She poured it over the feet of Jesus. She knelt before Jesus
with great gratitude and washed His feet using the fragrance as the whole house filled
with the beautiful aroma (John 12:3). She gave sacrificially, knowing that this
represented her financial security, but she knew Jesus was worth it. She actually gave
so much that she was criticized by the closest disciples for being too generous.

Think about this in today’s terms: that’d be like a manager of a McDonald's rolling into
church and writing a check for $65,000. This seems over-the-top and crazy, but Mary
was able to see the big picture. She sacrificed a lot for Jesus that evening, but in less
than a week, Jesus would give His life for her. We serve a God who gives. He gave us
the breath in our lungs, the families we love, and the lives we get to enjoy. Ultimately,
God gave us Jesus who willingly laid His life down so that we can experience an
authentic relationship with God.

We should give sacrificially because Jesus gave sacrificially.



What would you do if it was your last week on Earth?

Most people would probably eat a bunch of pizza, travel to a couple bucket-list
locations, and spend time with their family and friends. Jesus chose to wash the
disciples' feet.

It’s important to look at this chapter as a whole. Towards the end, Jesus predicts the
betrayal of Judas (13:26) and the denial of Peter (13:38). This is unbearably awkward.
These guys have spent every waking moment together for the past three years, but
Jesus is now telling them that they will completely turn their backs on Him. What does
Jesus do about this? Does He get angry? Does He send a plague of frogs? Does He
say something passive-aggressive? No, He washes their feet.

Jesus kneels down before the men who are going to hurt Him and acts as a loving
servant. Peter is going to curse His name and deny Him, but Jesus washes his feet.
Judas is going to sell His life for a little bit of cash, but Jesus washes his feet. Thomas
is going to refuse to believe that He rose from the dead, but Jesus washes his feet. All
the followers are going to flee the city and hide after Jesus is killed, but Jesus washes
their feet anyway. This is what forgiveness looks like.

This is an invitation to live and forgive like Jesus. We should be fast to forgive— even
with those who have badly hurt us. We forgive others because Christ forgave us.



Have you ever been in a really bad storm?

Whether it’s a hurricane, tornado, or blizzard, extreme weather is stressful. Recently, |
was driving home while the sky began to grow darker and darker with every mile
marker. Suddenly, | saw a massive grey wall of rain approaching. Once | crossed that
line, it was like being transported into another world. Winds were whirling at 60 mph,
hail was crashing onto my windshield, rain prevented me from seeing four feet in front
of my car, and | felt like | had absolutely zero control. | pulled off the highway and went
into a random country restaurant to wait out the weather.

The storm had actually grown stronger, but | felt 100% safer within that little corner
store’s walls. The storm hadn’t changed, but my position did. | went from being tossed
around in a top-heavy SUV to the safety of the Jordan Dam Mini-Mart.

When Jesus is trying to comfort His disciples before the tragedy of His arrest, murder,
and burial, He says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.” The phrase “do not let” sticks
out to me like headlights on a dark road. This meant that the disciples could do
something about their problem. They actually held the key to unlocking themselves
from heartache.

Jesus continued with the key by saying, “Trust in God and trust in me.” When things
feel out of control, you can feel in control by trusting in Jesus. Trusting Jesus may not
stop the storm, but it’ll certainly make you stronger through the storm. He is the
ultimate shelter, ready to move you from chaos to calm.



We can be a little obsessed with our phones, right?

It’s the first thing we look at in the morning and the last thing we check before going to
bed. We spend hours just scrolling through pointless pictures. Once an airplane lands,
everyone quickly turns off airplane mode and starts typing away. We are captivated by
connection.

When Jesus was giving His followers advice on how to thrive through troubles, He said
this, "l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (15:5).

What if we were as connected to Jesus as we are to our phones? Using the analogy of
a plant, Jesus says that you cannot expect to see fruit if the branch is disconnected
from the tree. It doesn’t work that way. You have never seen a dead twig covered in
peaches. The same is true for our lives. If you want to see the radical difference in your
life that Jesus promises, then you need to be connected to Him.

If you strive to thrive in your spiritual life, connection is key.



Most people crave a calm, relaxing life free from stress, struggles, and setbacks. From
mountains of work piling up to people being overly critical to several sleepless nights in
a row, becoming overwhelmed is inevitable. With all the demands coming from school,
work, social life, family, emotional health, and responsibilities, we can quickly begin to
feel like we are treading water in a hurricane. This is real life. Stress is inevitable.

John 16 is the conclusion to one of the best passages in scripture to read when you
are feeling overwhelmed. He is comforting His disciples after as they wrestle with the
fact that He’s about to die and leave them. He wraps up this three chapter
conversation by saying, "l have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the
world” (16:33).

How do you find peace in times of trouble? Don’t look at what’s overwhelming you;
look at Who has overcome for you. Stress is an amazing opportunity to know God and
grow closer to Him, so when you are feeling overwhelmed, simply take some quiet time
and focus on who God is. Open scripture and read about His nature and character.
Write down every character trait you see.

You don’t have to be overwhelmed because Jesus has overcome.



If you knew you were about to die, what would be on your mind?

It’s a scary thought, but most people would probably become consumed with the
oncoming pain, curiosity about the afterlife, and regrets of things they failed to
accomplish.

In John 17, we get to listen to one of Jesus’s prayers. With a sinking weight on His
chest, Jesus prays, "My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you
are in me and | am in you” (17:20-21). Jesus is about to be arrested and executed, but
He takes the time to pray for His friends and followers. With a mind full of distractions,
Jesus took the intentional time to pray for comfort for the people He loved.

Notice for whom else He prayed. He mentioned “those who will believe.” Two millennia
ago, Jesus, processing His oncoming pain while praying in a garden, prayed for you.
Let that sink in. Jesus prayed for YOU on His course to the cross. We will never be able
to understand God'’s heart for us, but this should give you a little glimpse. Even with
His murder around the corner, you were on His mind.



John 18 is a major inflection point in the gospel of John. Jesus has been arrested, and
now he is standing before the court for His trial. As the insane hearing comes to a
conclusion, the governor gives the crowd one final chance to let Jesus go. He offers
the crowd a violent criminal named Barabas or Jesus and asks, "Which one should |
set free?” The cruel crowd chants, “Give us Barabbas” (18:40).

How insane is this? Barabbas was a homicidal criminal! Jesus spent His whole ministry
loving the unlovable, healing the hurt, and preaching peace. Barabbas stole, killed, and
destroyed lives. How confusing is this? The criminal is pardoned, and Christ is
punished? Are these people crazy? How could they let the blameless One replace
Barabbas?

As | analyzed this somber excuse for a fair trial, | realized something that made my
heart sink. | am Barabbas. | was the rebel heading towards punishment, but Jesus took
my place. | was a dead man walking. | was unable to break free from my chains. | was
on a road that lead to destruction, yet Jesus changed the ending of my story.

The same is true for you. Jesus took on the punishment you deserve so that you could
live in freedom. Jesus took on your pain so that you could know healing. Jesus faced
excruciating death so that you could experience eternal life.



There are words and phrases that have changed the entire trajectory of your life.
“We’re moving.”

“Cancer.”

“Divorce.”

“I love you.”

“PIl miss you.”

John 19 contains some of the most powerful words in the entire Bible. This passage
speaks of the horrific crucifixion of Christ. Jesus was a carpenter who had driven many
nails into wood throughout His lifetime. Now, nails have been driven into His own
hands. Ultimately, Jesus was nailed to His wooden cross made up of trees that He
created. He was nailed to the the cross around 9AM, and now it was getting close to
3PM. He was up there, beaten and bloodied. He was struggling to keep His breath,
and He took a quick drink to clear out His throat and muster the strength to exclaim, “It
is finished!” (John 16:30).

In the ancient context, this phrase was commonly used in referring to debt— there are
millennia-old documents where we see this slogan stamped on the bottom. When
Jesus said, “It is finished," He was saying, “It’s over; it’s paid in full.” He did not just
mutter these words: this was His victory exclamation. This is not the cry of a victim; it’s
the scream of a victor. With that battle cry, Jesus announced that He has abolished
anything and everything that was getting in the way of Him and the people He loves.

When Jesus said, “It is finished,” you were on His mind. We tend to give a lot of power
to our shortcomings and failures, but there is good news! There is unimaginable power
in the name of Jesus. We must never grant power to our sin, shame, and struggles
because Jesus said it is paid in full. Don’t live as if your sin and shame are greater than
the cross. When Jesus said, “It is finished," He meant it.



On Friday, Jesus was beaten, crucified, and buried in a borrowed tomb. After that, the
disciples all scattered. They were followers of a convicted criminal, so they each had a
target on their backs. Fear led them to hide in terror. With all the agony of Friday, they
couldn’t even imagine the glory of Sunday. Jesus broke out of that borrowed grave!

We often have a bad tendency to “read the Bible backwards” since we're fully aware
that the resurrection is coming. Jesus’s followers were not expecting it, though. Thus,
you can imagine their shock and celebration when Jesus appeared before them on the
first Easter (20:19). All of the disciples got to embrace Jesus in joy, except Thomas
(20:24).

When Jesus died, it undoubtably shook Thomas at the core. The doubting apostle was
sure that Jesus was going to change the world, but then he had to watch him die a
criminal’s death. He gave up everything to follow Jesus, and his entire world was falling
apart after the tragic events of Friday. When the disciples told him that Jesus was alive,
Thomas said, “l won’t believe it unless | see the nail wounds in his hands" (20:27). We
often give Thomas a bad wrap, but | relate to him. It’s hard to believe something so
glorious in the midst of the worst weekend of your life.

His doubts brought him closer to the divine. The same is true for you. Doubt is
completely natural, but it’s crucial that your doubts start discussions. Ultimately, those
honest discussions will fuel your faith. Be open and honest about your doubts and ask
Jesus to increase your faith. When you focus on your faith, your doubts slowly
disappear.



You may be familiar with the last supper, but have you heard of the first breakfast?
The Gospel of John concludes on a beach shore where Jesus is cooking up some
breakfast for His disciples. This moment is packed full of awkward tension as Jesus
focuses his attention on Peter. Just a few days earlier, Peter denied Jesus three times
after Jesus was arrested. Jesus looks at Peter and asks, “Do you love me?” Not once,
but three times as an echo of Peter’s denial.

Then, Jesus went on to say, “Follow me” (21:19). The last encounter we see with Jesus
and His disciples in John is oddly similar to the first. Jesus, full of forgiveness, invites
the disciples on a journey to follow Him. He could have easily just said, “Peter, you
messed up! What were you thinking?” However, He didn’t. He extended a second
chance to the denying disciple. Then, He invites him on a new adventure with Him.
Wait, how can that be? Isn’t the ministry of Jesus coming to a close?

That’s the amazing thing about the story of Jesus. It doesn’t start with a cradle or end
at a cross. It is still being told today. This story unfolds every time a person shares the
gospel with a friend, whenever we choose to show God’s love in a situation that
desperately needs it, or whenever we sacrifice our comforts so that someone is cared
for. The invitation today is the same as it was 2,000 years ago: follow me.



