m The

BEACON

E Shines withv Grace Lutherovw Chuwrchv News

(§OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOG
Give 3 smile,
Get one back,

Give 3 hug

And see the smile...

It's Happening at Grace
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Publlisher’s Note: Due to Pastor Courtney’s illness, we
chose an online Pastor’s note.

In the classic play, Fiddler on the Roof, a husband and
wife have two daughters who have both fallen in love.
The husband, noticing how happy the daughters are,
turns to his wife and asks her, “Do you love me?” She
responds:

“Do I love you? For twenty-five years I have washed
your clothes, cooked your meals, cleaned your house,
given you children, milked the cow. After twenty-five
years, why talk about love right now? Do I love him?
For twenty-five years I have lived with him, fought with
him, starved with him. Twenty-five years my bed is his.
If that's not love, what is?” ...to which the husband
nervously mutters, “Then you love me?” Clearly, the
wife is missing the essence of love. For love is complete,
love is at its most healthy place, when the duties ot love
are driven by the delights of love.

In some ways, the wife in Fiddler on the Roof is a
parable for all of us. Caught up in the pressure of daily
responsibilities, distractions, and the tyranny of the
urgent, our most important relationships become dull and
flat. What used to bring us delight becomes mere duty.
What used to stir our affections becomes an annoyance.
What used to be our most tangible experience of grace
becomes poisoned by grudges.

When tﬁe duties of love overshadow the delights of love,
intimacy and companionship are eclipsed by loneliness.
It's not just human relationships that experience this
erosion of joy. It also happens in our relationship with
God. When we lose our intimacy with God, it's not
because God has shifted. In these moments and seasons
of distance, we can truly say to him, “It’snot you, it's me.”

Consider Jesus’s dear friend, Martha:

“Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a
village. A woman named Martha welcomed him into her
house, and she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the
Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was
distracted with much serving, and she went up to him
and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord
answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be
taken away from her (Luke 10:38-42).”

Like the wife in Fiddler on the Roof, Martha is
emotionally and relationally impaired by performance
fatigue. Working hard and working alone to serve the
guests, her frustration and anxiety are palpable. She is
“busy with much serving,” and for this, she has often been
criticized. However, I don’t think Jesus was criticizing
her for being busy.

The Greek word Jesus uses for Martha’s “serving” is
‘diakoneo,” which is used positively every place it shows
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up in the Bible. When Jesus described himself, declaring
that he came not to be served but to serve and to give his
life as a ransom for many, he used the word, ‘diakoneo’
(Matthew 20:28). When the Apostle Paul lays out the
ualifications for deacons, a role of help and service in
the church, this is the word that he uses (1 Timothy 3:8).
When he commends Phoebe as a faithful servant in her
local church, he calls her a “diakonon” (Romans 16:1).

So, lest we wrongly dismiss Martha for somehow
being untrue to Jesus, let’s consider her hard work.
She is welcoming her guests, after all. She is practicing
the gospel virtue of hospitality. Let’s also consider the
understanding and grace that Jesus extends to her. When
he addresses her, Jesus says her name twice. “Martha,
Martha.” The repetition of a person’s name in Semitic
language was a term of endearment. Jesus was pleading
with her, not scolding her as if she were some sort of
rebel. “Martha, Martha” is Jesus’ gesture of compassion
and kindness to Martha, and also to us.

(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Martha, Martha...

...before you try to change the world, you must first let
me change you.

...before you make your mark on others, you must first
let me make my mark on you.

...before you get busy to make things better, you must
first let me make you better.

...before you can serve and feed me, you must first let
me serve and feed YOU.

You see, Martha’s affliction is not that she is a busy-
body. Her affliction is that she has a busy heart. She is
distracted with much serving, and because of this, her
very legitimate, life-giving diaconal service is spoiled.
She is working from a chaotic center. She is seeking to
create order from a cluttered core. She is so busied with
and distracted by secondary things, that she has lost
touch with the first thing —which is the love that brought
her into friendship with Jesus in the first place.

“I know your good works, your toil...I know you are
enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake,
and you have not grown weary. But I have this against
you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.
Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent”.
(Revelation 2:1-7).

Jesus’s words to the church at Ephesus were compelled
by the same longing he had for Martha. More than he
wanted Martha’s service, he wanted Martha’s face. More
than he wanted her activity, he wanted her heart.

In a similar way, Jesus sees us in our eagerness to be
faithful, in our eﬁ)(;rts to make a meaningfufgcontribution
to his kingdom. He sees our hard work, our loyalty and
devotion, our endurance. He sees us walking side by side
with him. And he also sees how invisible we sometimes
feel in our efforts to please and impress.

Said Martha, “Lord, do you not care...?”

Said the dutiful elder son to his Father, “These many
years I have slaved for you, and I never disobeyed your

Pastoral Acts

There were no pastoral Acts this month

Happy October to everyone.

I hope all is well with everyone. The last couple of
months I have talked about many things the Council
has been working on at Grace. This month I want
to focus on what is being done specifically to keep
Church safe for everyone. We have now had in-person
services for a couple of months and want to share what
goes on to keep the Church safe for our Congregation.

oWe make sure every family can sit and maintain the
6 feet separation from other members.

oWe wipe down the Church with a Bleach solution
after every service or meeting that takes place. This
not only includes the worship space but any space
that has had foot traffic even the elevators.

oWe have a sign in-sheet so we know who attends
every service. So, if something were to happen we
can reach out to everyone.

oFor the children’s Sunday School we make sure

orders, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends”. (Luke 15:29)

Do you hear the cry beneath the cries of Martha and
the resentful son? If we listen closely, we will see that
they are both after something more than mere relief from
their work. What they want, what they feel that they are
missing, is recognition. Affirmation. Approval. Affection.
A smile. A benediction. For someone to say to them, “Well
done, good and faithful servant.”

Once one of our daughters asked me to watch her as she
read a book...silently. But she was after something more
than a mere audience for her silent reading adventure.
What she wanted most was a blessing. She wanted to
hear me tell her how impressed I was that she could read
a book all by herself. That she could do no wrong. That
she was awesome. She wanted to hear her Dad say, “Well
done.” There’s something in all of us, isn’t there, that is
just dying to be watched, to be looked at, to be seen, and
to hear the “Well done,” yes?

But the resentful son was deafened to his Father’s
affirmation, to his bold declaration, “All I have is yours.”
Martha, likewise, was numb to Jesus’ tender, double
repetition of her name. And so they both leaned hard
on their busyness, their productivity, their something-
to-show-for-it postures, as a last ditch effort to secure a
recognition that was already theirs.

In Jesus, the “well done” comes before we do anything
for him. It comes to us at the start of our journey with
Jesus versus at the end. For Martha and the elder brother,
the word from God is, “All that I have is already yours. So
come sit with me. Enter my rest.” This is also the word
from God for us. “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened,” Jesus said, “and I will give you rest.”
Let’s go find rest at his feet then, shall we? So let’s roll up
our sleeves and serve somebody, shall we?

http://scottsauls.com/ Scott Sauls is senior pastor of Christ
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee, and is the author
of several books including his latest, Irresistible Faith. He also
writes weekly at scottsauls.com. Article taken from: https://
churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/382246-jesus-and-
performance-fatigue.html
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each child has their own supplies and they will use
the same box each week.

oWhen we have communion, we use a special
container so the wafer and the juice have not been
touched and are sanitary.

oWe ask you call before you attend service this so we
can make sure we can space the seating so everyone
can maintain a safe distance.

I understand some have not returned as they did
not want to take another’s spot. We are not holding
services to a specific number of attendees at this time,
as long as we can maintain the proper social distancing.
I hope this flexibility in the guidelines makes you feel
more comfortable about attending church in person.
However, if you are still not ready to attend, please feel
free to join us by using Facebook.

God’s Peace.
Joe Turek



GET TO KNOW OUR SUBSTITUTE PASTORS

We are lucky to have the Reverend Doctors Angela
and Martin Zimmann as our most consistent guest
Pastors while Pastor Courtney is recuperating. The
Beacon has taken their staff directory bios from United
Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg where their “day
jobs” are.

Dr. Angela Zimmann
Rev. Angela Zimmann, Ph.D., CFRE, served as

Interim President of United Lutheran Seminary from
December 1, 2019 to August 1, 2020, at which time
she resumed her responsibilities as Vice President for
Institutional Advancement. Dr. Zimmann previously
served as Bishop’s Assistant to Rev. Munib Younan,
President of the Lutheran World Federation in
Jerusalem, Palestine/Israel; Co-Pastor at Redeemer
Lutheran in the Old City of Jerusalem; Pastor at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Riga, MI; and, Pastor at St. John
Lutheran Church in Dundee, MI. She was a full-time
instructor at Bowling Green State University in Ohio,
with a course focus on Writing, Women’s Studies and
the Honors Program. She also taught at Southeast
Michigan Synod, Heidelberg University and Lourdes
College. Dr. Zimmann served as president of the Lucas
County Education Service Center School Board ;trustee
for the Ohio School Boards Association; and, charter
member of the United States Presidential Scholars
Alumni Association in Washington, DC.

Pastor Angela serves on the boards of the Gettysburg
Area Dollars for Scholars and ARC of Adams County,
serving ffecial needs citizens. She previously served on
theboard of Anglican International School in Jerusalem.
She has been recognized for her work and service and
is the recipient of the Ohio School Board Association

Master Board Lifetime Achievement Award; the Ohio
School Board Association Humanitarian Award; and,
The Charles Shanklin Outstanding Graduate Research
Award in Arts & Sciences. Dr. Zimmann is author
of the book, “Turning the Noose that Binds into a
Rope to Climb: A Textual Search for Rhetorical and
Linguistic Gender-Markings in Speech Samples of
Three Contemporary Female Orators,” in addition to
numerous articles, presentations and sermons.

Dr. Martin Zimmann

The Rev. Dr. Martin Zimmann serves with the
Advancement team as gift officer and alumni/ae
relations director; he also serves as adjunct faculty in
the field of culture and ethnic studies.

Martin helped shape the synodical partnership
between the Southeast Michigan Synod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Holy Land and
Jordan and has helped to organize ELCA delegations
to Jerusalem and the West Bank. He has taught at Siena
Heights University in Adrian, Michigan and Bowling
Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio on a
variety of topics, including Ethnic Studies, Literature
and Composition, Climate Change and Sustainability,
and Apocalypse Theology. Beginning in February
of 2013, he served the English Congregation of the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem and
was assistant to former LWF President, Bishop Munib
Younan for 1.5 years.

He currently serves on the advisory board of the
Interfaith Sustainability Center in the Middle East.
He now lives in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, with his
wife, Angela, and children Seth and Chelsea. Martin
is a frequent contributor to the online Living Lutheran
magazine.
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WRITING YOUR MEMORIES!

Please consider giving a memory to the project. We
would like to have a wonderful history keepsake.
Those of you considering a submission, please take
the time to write it out. We will accept any written
format. Many people have grown up in this church,
please think about your time and write a memory or
two down.

For the past 125 years Grace Lutheran Church has
been blessed with members who made our church
a wonderful place of worship. Through those years
many memories have been created. To celebrate our
Anniversary, we would like to have those memories
shared, and in the process create new memories going
forward. We would like everyone to share an experience
that you recall about our church by submitting either
written or typed on plain or colorful paper.

Bibles your family is no longer
using, please return them to

Ellen Warntz to be given to a new
generation of learners. Thank you.




Correction
The Grace Lutheran Trivia from last month
reported an incorrect answer: Question #4

the answer is Tanzania instead of Africa.
Those who guessed Tanzania, you're right!

ISN'T GOD AMAZING?

He put this idea
in D.N. Matthew’s
mind so that we
could read it when
we need it the most!
. Written several
ly;ears a§o, accepted

y editors and
put into a series
of manuscripts,

ublished to be ready by 2019 to be sold for devotions

or 2020 when we need to hear it during this “year of
fear.” -Pat Mummert

Jesus’s Gift of Peace

My husband likes to keep the television tuned to
a news station a few hours each day. He watches it
before work, during his lunch break at home, and in
the evenings. Don’t get me wrong-I do want to stay
informed about what’s going on in the world; I need
to know how to pray concerning current events. But
sometimes the video clips of evil and violent acts being
played over and over get to me. Istart to feel unsettlesd
and anxious.

During those times, it helps to remember some of
Christ’s final words before His crucifixion. In New
Testament times, a typical way to say goodbye was
“peace” or “shalom.” To the Jews, this meant more
than the absence of conflict, stress, or war. It implied
the blessings of wholeness, completeness, health,
security, joy, and contentment. Peace on the inside, no
matter what’s going on around us.

Even though the whole world seems to be involved
in tension, conflict, and war, we can enjoy the special
peace only believers can possess. The kind that Jesus
made possible when He rose from the dead, returned
to heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit to live inside His
followers. The deep, lasting peace that sustains us
through any circumstance. The world around us may
be in turmoil — or worse- but thanks to Jesus we can
have peace with God, with one another, and within
our own spirit. What a matchless gift!

-by Dianne Neal Matthews, Taken from Mornings
with Jesus 2020: Daily Encouragement for your Soul.
Published by Guideposts Magazine.

LUTHERAN CAMPING

v All events require a mask
' and social distancing.  For
more information, check out
the website: lutherancamping.
org; send an email: lcc@
lutherancamping.org; or call
717-677-8211. Here are the
events for October:

CAPTURE THE FLAG SPECTACULAR: October 4
from 3 - 5:30 p.m. at Kirchenwald

Review your camp map, paint your face, and practice
your cone zone celebration dance. Invite your friends
and family (parents, too) tojoin you in this CTF summer
reunion event. Play alongside familiar faces from your
week at camp, plus campers from every other week of
the summer. Campfire worship to follow.

FALL FOLIAGE DAY AT KIRCHENWALD AND/OR
NAWAKWA: October 18 at 1 - 6:00 p.m. Return to
camp for the afternoon to enjoy fall activities, worship,
and a picnic supper. This is a wonderful opportunity
to meet up with old friends or introduce new folks to
camp. An evening meal is included.

DINNER AND CAMPFIRE WORSHIP:  October 18
from 6 - 8:30 p.m. at The Wittel Farm
Dinner and Campfire Worship

HOW TO SUBMIT TO
THE NEWSLETTER

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsisl@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthl
submission or article, we welcome that as well.




THE STEWARDSHIP GUY: SsTART A'PRAYERFUL GRATITUDE CAMPAIGN’

COVID-19 has got everybody down in the dumps.
We have lost so much in this COVID-19 pandemic:
Freedom to shop, hang out with friends, go to a movie
or ballgame, or even visit our favorite restaurant.
Others of us have lost jobs or income. We've all lost a
sense of normalcy and security about the future. And
on top of it all, we can’t congregate at church — the
very place we usually go for solace and hope. What's a
congregational leader to do? Start a Prayertful Gratitude
Campaign.

Teach people to focus on the blessings they still have
rather than the things they have lost. It won’t change
their circumstances, but it may help them to reframe
how they think about and experience this pandemic.
Gratitude, so often cited as a key to stewardship and
generosity, can also the unlock strength, courage,
tenacity, creativity, longsuffering and endurance
people need to make it through this pandemic. As you
start the effort, be sure to emphasize it is a “Prayertul”
campaign. Prayer is intimate communication with
the Almighty. We are not just being thankful, we are
actively thanking the creator of the universe for what
we have.

Here’s how a “Prayerful Gratitude Campaign” might
work. (I've written this for congregational leaders, but
you can do this on your own.):

1.) Tell everybody you are starting a Prayerful
Gratitude Campaign. Publicize it on your website,
in your mailings and congregational mailings (and
emails).

2.) During the campaign, begin every virtual worship,

Bible study , committee meeting or small-group
gathering by talking about the power of gratitude and
sharing something that you yourself are grateful for. It
could be your health, your émily, the stimulus check
you got from the government, or a good night’s sleep.

3.) Invite others to share what they are thankful for.
When all have responded who desire to do so, lead
everyone in a prayer of thanks. By doing this, you are
modeling “Prayerful Gratitude.”

4.) Suggest that folks start a “gratitude list” of things
for which they can thank God. They can keep it on a
computer file, an index card or a slip of paper. The
important thing is that they write it down in the form
of a list. They can begin with some obvious things,
such as another day of life, food to eat, relationships,
health. They should add to the list as much as possible.

Here comes the important part:

5.) Instruct everyone to pray over the list every
morning and every nilght by going through it
slowly, saying the words, “I thank you, God, for

” and meditating on that blessing. If
new blessings come to mind, they can add them to the
list. (If they don’t pray the list, it’s doubtful anything
will happen.)

6.) When gathered virtually again, ask folks to share
what a difference the Prayerful Gratitude Campaign
has made in their lives.

Reprint rights granted for congregations for
nonprofit, local use. Please reprint with the followin
copyright notice: © Copyright 2020, the Rev. Ro
Blezard. Reprinted by permission.
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ERMA'S INSPIRATIONS

ONLINE BIB[SETS%}XJ[IJ)I}{SWITH

St. Paul Lutheran church in Hametown has invited
our congregation to join them in their morning online
Bible study. The Bible study happens each Monday
from 10-11:30 a.m. We are welcome to join. There
is a computer link for the reading materials: https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/1GIrly6kIGldjSkbD
aVLzvTa8kmé64hjor. You can also call the church for
more details: (717) 235-1841. The zoom link is: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/7527077666?pwd=U2hqd XZRWjd
nVnE4aElrWVk2dkhOQT09.

BIBLE
STUDY

“Let’s Dig In together g



HALLOWEEN BLAST

On Saturday, October 31 from 5-7:00p.m., we will be
hosting a drive thru spooky parking lot to see some
of our members dressed up, and get some sense of
normalcy by having our traditional Spooktacular
COVID-style! Hot dogs and candy will be served as
usual (if there is such a thing as normal in 2020).

We are trying to plan this event as best we can and we
need your help to make the Halloween Spooktacular
for alf,the kids and “big kids’
of Red Lion. We are asking
for donations of pre-packaged
candy, small bags of chips,
and small bottles of water.
Please bring any donations to
services on Sunday mornings
until the end of October. To
make other arrangements or
get more information, please
call the office.

Each month The Beacon reports who is "
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

October’s flowers:

04- In memory of our grandmothers,
Doris Workinger & Dollie Miller,by
Samantha & Dylan Miller
. ‘) 11- In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Augustus
’/ Neiman, Mr. & Mrs. Woodrow Fix &

\¥  Mr. & Mrs. Wiley Flinchbaugh by the
_/ Flinchbaugh & Fix families
- é* ~  The pedestal flowers are in memory of
the deceased loved ones by Ed Dellinger
& family

18- To honor Gloria & Fritz Reider
on what would have been their 75th
; wedding anniversary by Dee, Tom,
Krista & Lili

25- In loving memory of husband
Phillip Douglas & son-in-law Allen May
" by Doris Douglas

.m‘ s

' November’s flowers:

5 01-In memory of Sterling & Arlene
4 Smith by the Smith family

08- In memory of mother Loretta
Jackson, by Wendy Mummert

15- In memory of Luther & Mar%aret
/ Curran and Jacob & Ruth Keener by

r%" their children & family
' 22-In memory of Bernice Jacobs by the
family
. 29- Grace Lutheran ¥
b

October Celebrations
Happy Bu'tﬂday

01 Doris Douglas
02 Julia Kinard
02 Amy Steinke-Fleming

07 Roy Grove

08 Beth Hollingworth
08 Regina Thompson
09 ]ef?rey Barker

09 Jana Shoffner

16 Kelly Anderson
17 Thalia Jones

17 Mark Stanle

18 Jennifer Rudolf

19 Regan Flory

23 Linda Dennish

23 Ally Warntz

25 Dayne Bailey

25 David Laucks

29 Lisa Germick

29 Germar Rudolf

30 Melisa Dellinger
30 JoHanna Shaffer

Weﬁ/;ﬁnj Anniversaries

08 William & Sharon Stein
08 Richard & Jeri Zerance
10 Sam & Jeanne Laucks
11 Brett & Susan Hammers

12 Sami & Kirt Peters

14 Edward & Daune Hartman
20 Chris & Doris Golden

24 Joe & Lorann Jacobs

27 Drew & Robin Walker

29 Vincent & Angie Kicas

29 Thomas & Jennifer Kuhn

»]ag)ybls, Edltor/Staff‘erter =
fRudolf Layout/StaffWriter.

A@ttllle Grlm, Copy.Proofreader:
Rlchard Rhlne, Proofreader:
Dee‘Kerr, Proofreader
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