
How to Use this Notebook 

 
Biblical Evangelism is adapted from Grace Evangelism which is an evangelistic course taught at 

Grace Community Church where I trained while at The Master’s Seminary. I had the pleasure 

helping to edit this material before it came out and we have obtained permission to incorporate 

this material in our church. I have also taught through this material and adapted it while I was at 

Lakeside Bible Church in Montgomery, Texas. 

 

The course is designed to help strengthen and reinforce each student’s understanding of how to 

glorify God through the proclamation of the saving message of Jesus Christ. As each lesson is 

completed, the student will learn how to solidify the gospel message and commit it to memory. 

The small-group setting will encourage interaction between the teacher and the students, while 

providing a safe environment for practice. 

 

Lessons 1–4 cover the foundations of the gospel message and provide a variety of useful tools to 

help the student gain fluency with the gospel presentation. A summary of the gospel is contained 

on four cards that the student will memorize beginning with the first lesson. Scripture memory 

verses are also located on the back of each card. A homework assignment accompanies these 

lessons and is designed to reinforce the material taught in class. 

 

Lessons 5–9 are designed for the teacher to provide a brief overview of the lesson. This allows 

the majority of class time to be used for outreach opportunities. In addition to helping the student 

develop his or her skills through role-playing, each participant is assigned to daily pray for, and 

evangelize, three unbelievers from their family, neighbors, or workplace during the course of the 

class.  

 

Walter Chantry’s book, Today’s Gospel: Authentic or Synthetic, is recommended reading. This 

book gives a brief, yet thorough, overview of the problems of a man-centered message. It also 

emphasizes the importance of proclaiming the God-centered message. 

 

May Jesus Christ be glorified as we seek to proclaim His saving message of repentance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To God be the glory, 

 

 

Adam Tyson 



Biblical Evangelism Overview 
 

Class Objectives: 

• To establish a biblical foundation for evangelism 

• To equip you with a clear and understandable gospel presentation  

• To expose you to a variety of evangelism opportunities 

 

Class Requirements: 

• Attend all the classes as able 

• Memorize the gospel presentation  

• Read Today’s Gospel: Authentic or Synthetic by Walter Chantry 

• Pray for three unbelievers daily 

• Participate in the small group, role-playing exercises to strengthen your skills  

• Complete four homework assignments (to be turned in to the instructor) 

 

Class Schedule: 

 

Lesson #1: The Foundations of Biblical Evangelism 

Assignment: Worksheet #1, Memory Card #1, Read Grace Today article – 

Evangelism: A Practice, Not a Program 

 

Lesson #2: The Gospel Conversation 

Assignment: Worksheet #2, Memory Card #2, Read and meditate on Man-

centered vs. God-centered table 

 

Lesson #3: The Gospel Presentation, Part 1 

Assignment: Worksheet #3 and Memory Card #3 

 

Lesson #4: The Gospel Presentation, Part 2 

Assignment: Worksheet #4 and Memory Card #4 

 

Lesson #5: Guidelines for Evangelism and Discipleship 

Assignment: Today’s Gospel (pp. 1–34), Review Memory Cards 

 

Lesson #6: Thoughtful Transitions into the Gospel 

Assignment: Today’s Gospel (pp. 35–56), Review Memory Cards, and participate 

in evangelism scenarios 

 

Lesson #7: Guidelines for Handling Questions and Objections 

Assignment: Today’s Gospel (pp. 57–78), Review Memory Cards, and participate 

in evangelism scenarios 

 

Lesson #8: Witnessing to a Jew or a Catholic 

Assignment: Today’s Gospel (pp. 79–92), Review Memory Cards, and participate 

in evangelism scenarios 

 

Lesson #9: Witnessing to a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness 

Review Memory Cards; Share what this class has meant to you 

 



“Evangelism as a Practice, Not a Program”

by Jesse Johnson

A few years ago, when I was an outreach pastor at Grace Church in Los Angeles, I was 
at a meeting with a group of outreach pastors from other large churches in the country. 
The topic was what our churches do to transform our communities. When the question 
about what we “do for evangelism” was lobbed my way, I knew what the expected 
answer would look like: a list of programs. People around the table, many of them 
pastors at some of the most extreme program-driven and seeker-sensitive churches in 
the country, looked over to me. They were curious about what Pastor MacArthur’s 
church does to impact our community.

“What does your church do for evangelism?” the man repeated.
“We evangelize,” I answered.  As the group laughed, thinking I was joking, it occurred to 
me that my answer was more profound that I had intended.

A healthy philosophy of evangelism hinges on the idea that evangelism is not only a 
program. A church does not transform a community through activates and events. In 
fact, church sponsored programs generally do not produce results. Instead of converts, 
they produce administrative tasks, and add an additional burden on the pastor of trying 
to get people to attend. One of the biggest mistakes pastors make in the area of 
evangelism is trying to measure their church’s faithfulness to the great commission by 
the number of (or attendance at) outreach events. This makes evangelism a guilt-laden 
endeavor, and also unnecessarily weds it to programs which in all likelihood don’t 
produce converts anyway.

There is a better way. Pastors should realize that a church impacts its community 
through the lives of its members. As believers are faithful in evangelism in their 
individual lives, the kingdom is expanded. All believers are to be active in evangelism. In 
fact, all four Gospels end with Jesus commanding believers to bring salvation to the lost 
(Mat 28:19, Mark 16:15; Luke 24:37; John 20:21). Jesus’ last earthly words were 
another repetition of this same command, to bear witness to the Gospel (Acts 1:8). It is 
not an overstatement to say that all Christians should be driven by a love for 
evangelism. After all, it is our mission in life.

Thus, one of the marks of a Christian is a love for evangelism. Everyone of us is in a 
network of relationships. Our friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors all need the 
gospel. The most effective evangelism is at this level. When pastors encourage their 
people to give the gospel to those whom the Lord has already put into their life, they are 
cultivating evangelism in a much more effective way than spending their time leading 
evangelistic programs. When a pastor stresses the importance of developing new 
relationships for the purpose of evangelism, he is reminding his people of why they are 
on earth: to reach the lost.



A healthy church is marked by a love for evangelism. The congregation is faithful to 
reach the lost, to share the gospel with strangers, co-workers, neighbors, and friends. 
How sad would it be if people thought that evangelism was what their church did on 
Wednesday nights (or whatever other slot a program fits in), rather than what they are 
privileged to do, Monday though Saturday!

For laypeople: realize that evangelism is the task God has given you. Deliberately 
develop relationships with those around you for the purpose of giving the gospel. Be 
bold in sharing your faith. If you are fearful, evangelism gives you the opportunity to 
trust God for courage. If you are timid, evangelism gives you an opportunity to trust God 
for confidence. Christians are slaves to Christ, soldiers in his service, and sons of God. 
Our master, our general, and our Father has given us our orders: to reach the lost with 
the hope of the Gospel. As Christians, we love what God loves, and God loves the lost. 
As we become more and more sanctified, we become more and more like Christ. And 
this growth causes us to grow in our love for those who are still God’s enemies.

A healthy church impacts their community because their members love their neighbors. 
This love results in us reaching out to the lost, presenting the Gospel to them, and 
seeing some of them saved. As we do this, our churches grow, and our evangelism 
results in changed lives. In fact, 2 Corinthians 4:15 says “that as grace extends to more 
and more people it may increase thanksgiving to the glory of God.” In other words, the 
more we evangelize, the more God’s grace extends to our community.

Don’t get me wrong: churches should have evangelistic programs and outreaches. 
Structured events are helpful in evangelism training, street evangelism, visitor follow up, 
and maximizing opportunities for those particularly gifted in evangelism. A smart pastor 
will find those who have a particular love for evangelism, and give them specific 
opportunities to use their gift. But what has consistently produced more fruit than any 
program is the faithfulness of individuals who express their love for the lost through 
evangelism.

And this is why it can be simply said that the “what we do for evangelism” is evangelize.



 

I. God is holy. 

 
A. He is Creator and Owner of everything. 

 Genesis 1:1; Psalm 24:1 

 

 

B. He is perfectly holy. 

 Matthew 5:48 

 

 

C. He requires perfect obedience to His law. 

      James 2:10 

 

 

II. Man is guilty. 
 

A. Everyone has broken God’s law. 

 Romans 3:10, 23 

 

 

B. The penalty for sin is eternal death. 

 Romans 6:23 

 

 

C. Good works or intentions will not save anyone. 

 Titus 3:5 

 

 

 

III. Christ is the Savior. 
 

A. Jesus came to earth as both God and sinless man.  

Colossians 2:9 

 

B.  Jesus demonstrated God’s love in dying on the cross 

to pay sin’s penalty. 

 Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

C. Jesus rose from the grave and is alive today. 

 1 Corinthians 15:4 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

IV. Sinners must repent and believe. 
 

A. Repent of all that dishonors God. 

       Isaiah 55:7; Luke 9:23 

 

B. Believe in Christ as Lord and Savior.  

      Romans 10:9 

 

C. Will you repent and believe in Christ, or will you 

remain under His wrath? 

       Acts 17:30 

 



 

 

Romans 3:10, 23 as it is written: “None is righteous, not, not 

one;…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 

 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (See Psalm 5:5.) 

 

 

Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing 

of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit. (See Isaiah 64:6 

and Ephesians 2:8–9.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. 

 

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof… 

 

Matthew 5:48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect. 

 

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 

point has become guilty of all of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Isaiah 55:7 let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 

man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that He may have 

compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon. 

 

Luke 9:23 And he said to all, “If anyone wishes to come after 

me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow 

me. 

 

Romans 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 

as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 

 

Acts 17:30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:9 For in him all the fullness of deity dwells bodily 

 

Romans 5:8 But God shows his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God.(See John 3:16; Colossians 2:13; and 1 Peter 2:24.) 

 

1 Corinthians 15:4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance to the Scriptures, 



Lesson One:
The Foundations of Biblical Evangelism

INTRODUCTION:

What comes to mind when you hear the word evangelism? Does the 
thought of approaching someone with the gospel stir up feelings of anxiety 
or embarrassment? Does the thought of confronting someone cause fear? 
Are you simply shy and timid? Are you unsure of what to say? Do you 
regret opportunities passed by?

Whether you are fearful or you need to refine your approach, Lakeside 
Evangelism is designed for you. This study will be encouraging and exciting 
as we examine the Scriptures to define biblical evangelism.

Many evangelistic methods and programs try to minimize the amount of 
gospel truth, hoping to accomplish more and more by doing less and less. 
That is not biblical evangelism. Christ commissioned believers to teach “all 
that [He] commanded” (Matthew 28:20). By definition, the gospel is the 
entire “good news” He came to proclaim. 

No man-made gimmicks or manipulative approaches will move people to 
repent. Our responsibility is to glorify God by proclaiming Christ crucified—
and leave the results to God.

Biblical Evangelism will help you move toward fluency with the saving 
message of Christ while equipping you to proclaim a clear gospel message. 
If you are faithful to attend the classes and work hard to complete the 
assignments, your ability to articulate the gospel message will increase 
significantly. And the impact of the gospel in your own life will be profound.

We begin our class with a biblical foundation of evangelism. Here we will 
answer the question “what makes biblical evangelism distinct from all other 
approaches?” We will examine three aspects of evangelism.

! The Motivation: What motivates believers to evangelize?



! The Message: What characterizes a biblical gospel presentation?

! The Method: What are the guiding principles of presenting the 
! ! !     message?

I. The Motivation: Believers are motivated by 
understanding Christ’s command. 

A. If we _____________________, we will _____________________. 

Christ says in Matthew 22:37–39

Matt. 22:37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
Matt. 22:38 This is the great and first commandment.
Matt. 22:39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.

True believers are characterized by sacrificial love (John 3:16; 1 
Corinthians 13:4–8). This type of love will selflessly and compassionately 
proclaim the good news that Christ laid down His life on behalf of sinners. 
For if we love God, we will love our neighbors as ourselves.

1. Love for God expresses itself ___________________________.

John 14:15, 23 

John 14:15 ¶ “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
John 14:23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 
make our home with him.

1 John 5:3 

1John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.



True biblical love for God will be demonstrated in patterns of obedience to 
Christ’s commands. Churches are filled with people who call themselves 
“Christians”; yet they are indifferent to His commands. Christ could not 
have said more clearly that the evidence of salvation is an obedient life 
(John 14:23; also James 2). His command to evangelize could not be any 
clearer in Scripture:

Matthew 28:19–20  

Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,
Matt. 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

(See also Mark 16:15)

There are no exemptions for timid personalities or spiritual immaturity; nor 
is there a retirement age, just a clear command requiring believers to put 
the name of Christ on display. We must be faithful to proclaim the gospel, 
whether to coworkers in a secular environment, classmates at school, or 
family that we see on a daily basis or once a year. Our motivation comes 
from understanding evangelism as obedience. 

2. Love from God expresses itself in ________________________.

Every believer knows the love of God and must show that love toward 
others (Galatians 5:22–23). First John 4:7–8 says...

1John 4:7 ¶ Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 
and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
1John 4:8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love.

(See also 1 John 4:11, 18–19)



Every interaction with unbelievers must be characterized by a gentle, kind, 
compassionate, meek love further defined in 1 Corinthians 13:4–8. This 
love for God not only motivates us to evangelize, but characterizes every 
interaction with unbelievers.

This genuine love was exemplified by Christ (Mark 2, the paralytic; John 4, 
the woman at the well; John 9, the man who was born blind). The apostle 
Paul refers to confronting sinners with gentleness and meekness (2 
Corinthians 10:1; Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 2:7; 2 Timothy 2:25), 
and Romans 2:4 states...

Rom. 2:4 ... knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to 
repentance?

Paul makes it very clear in 1 Corinthians 13:1–3 that even if you present 
the most eloquent and articulate message, but do not have love, you are a 
“noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

B. If we ___________________, we will _______________________.

Those who are redeemed will glorify God as holiness is pursued, the 
gospel is proclaimed and the person and work of Christ are displayed.

2 Corinthians 4:15  

2Cor. 4:15 For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more 
and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

Paul’s statement is one of self-sacrifice as he was constantly on the brink 
of death yet he continued to deliver the gospel.  As people hear the truth 
and are saved, another voice is added to the chorus of praise to God. 
Simply put, leading others to Christ multiplies the praise and glory of our 
Savior 

1 Corinthians 10:31  



1Cor. 10:31 ¶ So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.

Matthew 5:16  

Matt. 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
in heaven.

Philippians 2:9–11  

Phil. 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name,
Phil. 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Phil. 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.

God is glorified as we obediently proclaim the gospel of Christ. While 
only God can bring a sinner to repentance, we are responsible to 
make the message clear and understandable.

We worship God by proclaiming His Word with clarity. Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians, “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 
speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you,” (2 Thess-
alonians 3:1). When His Word is given exposure, when people hear it and 
are saved, God is glorified.

We glorify God by evangelizing, not only because evangelizing is an act of 
obedience, but also because in evangelism we tell the world what great 
things God has done for the salvation of sinners. God is glorified when His 
mighty works of grace are made known.

If love for God and a desire to obey Christ do not motivate you to 
evangelize, you may...



1. Have a greater fear of man than of God. Perhaps you are afraid of 
being rejected by man or lack confidence in God’s ability to humble a 
sinner’s heart (Gal 2:6–7, Matt 10:28).

2. Not be applying God’s Word. When you read but do not apply God’s 
Word, your heart becomes indifferent toward the need to obey Christ’s 
commands. You choose to neglect the commands that are inconvenient 
or make you feel uncomfortable (James 1:22–25).

3. Need to examine your own salvation. Maybe obeying this privilege of 
evangelism is impossible for you because you are not a believer; you do 
not really believe the gospel and do not know Christ as Lord and Savior 
(2 Corinthians 13:5).

If our motivation is to glorify God through obeying His command to 
evangelize, it follows that we must proclaim a God-centered message.

II. The Message: The God-centered gospel 
presentation emphasizes God’s justice and man’s 
sinfulness.

The gospel is the ______________________that God provides forgiveness 
of sin and salvation from eternal punishment through Jesus Christ.

The gospel is confrontational. It calls sinners to repentance. It calls 
unbelievers to turn from their own efforts for salvation and submit to Christ’s 
lordship. This has never been a popular message. Paul, Peter, James, 
Stephen, and many others were martyred for preaching it. Still, there is 
salvation in no one else, so we continue to proclaim His gospel message.

The gospel focuses on the person and work of Christ. It reveals the 
exclusive means of reconciliation provided through Christ’s salvific work, 
forgiveness of sin, and eternal hope of heaven (Acts 20:21; Romans10:9–
10; Ephesians 2:8–9). However, these blessings result from the Holy 
Spirit’s work in bringing man to repent. 



Sadly, people proclaim “a different gospel” (Galatians 1:6–7). This 
deceptive message promises to meet felt needs in exchange for a minimal 
commitment. Our market-driven culture, in order to appeal to the masses, 
has produced a man-centered message. 

This false gospel message has subtly changed the contents and 
requirements to make it palatable and appealing to unbelievers. This man-
centered message may contain some biblical truth, but those biblical truths 
are distorted, and the error comes when biblical truths are given out of 
context. (See 2 Timothy 4:3–4.)

2Tim. 4:3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions,
2Tim. 4:4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off 
into myths.

However, the true gospel is distinct. Let’s examine the difference.

A. The God-centered message proclaims ______________________.

The vogue today is to bring God to a human level and redefine Him as a 
tolerant, passive figure who withholds judgment as long as the intentions 
are honorable. This is opposite of the biblical description of God’s holiness 
(1 Peter 1:16). Because He is holy, He will punish sin (Psalm 50:4; Romans 
6:23). Yet His love provides the only means of salvation and forgiveness of 
sin (John 3:16; 1 John 4:16).  

B. The God-centered message reveals ________________________.

A man-centered gospel message treats it as a weakness or tendency, a 
lateral offense done against another human. It fails to explain sin as an 
offense to a holy God. Often it leads one to assume that man, though guilty 
of sin, has a basically good intent. This is not the condition of man 
described in Scripture (Isaiah 64:6; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10, 23).



Everyone is a sinner in rebellion against God. No matter how moral, kind, 
or loving one appears to be, unbelievers are hopelessly lost in their sin. 
Because all we do is tainted with sin, we cannot save ourselves from its 
eternal consequences any more than a criminal can determine his penalty. 

C. The God-centered message declares _______________________.

As Savior, Christ lived a sinless human life, paid the wages of sin on the 
cross, and conquered sin and death by His resurrection (Romans 10:9–10; 
1 Corinthians 15:4; 2 Corinthians 5:21). As Lord, He is ruler over every 
aspect of life and every dynamic of creation. His rule as Lord cannot be 
separated from His role as Savior. 

A man-centered gospel fails to connect Christ’s authority to every aspect of 
life. Some people think they can accept Christ as Savior (securing 
salvation) and later make Him Lord (submitting to His commands). They 
mistakenly believe Christ can merely be added on to their current lifestyle 
without turning from their sin.

D. The God-centered message calls sinners to 
___________________________________.

There are two kinds of repentance defined in Scripture (2 Corinthians 
7:10–11). The first kind is called worldly sorrow. It is motivated by and 
primarily concerned with feelings of embarrassment from being caught or 
with thoughts of regret over the consequences of one’s actions. This type 
of repentance leads only to death and does not result in forgiveness of 
sins, reconciliation to God, or eternal life. 

The second kind of repentance is called godly sorrow, or “repentance 
without regret leading to salvation.” This genuine repentance is motivated 
by a solemn and urgent turning from sin and is a response of submission to 
God resulting in forgiveness of sin, reconciliation to God, and eternal life.

Once the Holy Spirit has enabled an unbeliever to understand his 
desperate need for salvation through Jesus Christ, the unbeliever must 



respond in genuine repentance. Later we will discuss in detail the two 
dynamics of repentance: (1) turning from sin and (2) submitting to Christ.

Review...

I. The Motivation is to glorify God through obeying His commands.

II. The Message is God-centered, calling unbelievers to repent and follow 
Christ.

And now...

III. The Method: We evangelize with a transformed 
lifestyle and a biblical presentation.

A. Live a ___________________________________.

Romans 12:1–2  

Rom. 12:1 ¶ I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Rom. 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

How we think determines how we speak and act (Proverbs 23:7; Luke 
6:45). Sinful words and actions come from sinful thinking; righteous words 
and actions result from righteous thinking. The believer’s mind has been 
transformed from being enslaved to sinful lust and selfish desires to being 
submissive to Christ. 

But we must continue to renew our minds by daily meditating on God’s 
Word. The Holy Spirit works through the Word implanted in our conscience 
(Psalm 119:9–11) to help set our minds “on things above” (Colossians 3:2) 
and help us to focus on things that are true, noble, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report (Philippians 4:8). 



!
The outcome is your Christian influence in an unbelieving world. Your 
lifestyle must authenticate the message. Because we are believers, our 
lives should “adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect” (Titus 
2:10). 

What is your influence at home, at work, or in your neighborhood? The 
most eloquent and fluent gospel presentation is muted and sometimes 
nullified if unbelievers know you by the patterns of sin in your life (temper, 
gossiping, or lust, for example) or if the message is not delivered with love, 
as discussed earlier. 

Are you a doer of the Word or only a hearer (James 1:22–26)? Is your life 
characterized by good works that reflect the glory of God (Matthew 5:13–
16; Galatians 5:22–23; Titus 1:16)? The consistent example of a changed 
life is compelling proof of salvation.

B. Maintain a ___________________________________.

Continually intercede for the salvation of the unbelievers around you. Pray 
specifically, pray earnestly, pray relentlessly that God will draw them to 
Himself and that the message you proclaim in love would be used in that 
process. As you pray, ask God to help you find the opportunities to present 
the gospel, as well as to give you wisdom and courage. But above all, pray 
that God would be glorified through your obedience in making His message 
heard to needy people.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

1Th. 5:17 pray without ceasing,

Colossians 4:3–4  

Col. 4:3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us 
a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of 
which I am in prison—
Col. 4:4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.



Romans 10:1 

Rom. 10:1 ¶ Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them 
is that they may be saved.

(See also 1 Timothy 2:1–4)

Our mission field begins at home, then with coworkers, neighbors, parents, 
and others. Our first priority is to those the Lord has placed in our lives. The 
question is, are you praying for the salvation of unbelievers around you? 
Are you looking for opportunities to present the gospel? 

C. Present the ____________________________________________.

In Matthew 10:16 Christ used two analogies in prescribing the demeanor 
of His disciples: 

Matt. 10:16 ¶ “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.

In his commentary, John MacArthur writes regarding the call to be 
“shrewd”:

Paul advises believers, “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 
making the most of the opportunity” (Colossians 4:5). Servants of the Lord 
are to be shrewd (smart, cunning, cautious) in dealing with the world 
around them. The basic idea is that of saying the right thing at the right time 
and place, of having a sense of propriety and appropriateness, and of 
trying to discover the best means to achieve the highest goal. It is neither 
wise nor loving to be needlessly accusatory or inflammatory.…It is neither 
brave nor wise, and neither spiritual nor loving, to needlessly incite anger or 
court trouble.

MacArthur continues regarding the call to be “innocent”:



As the most harmless and gentle of birds, doves represent being pure, or 
innocent, another characteristic of the faithful disciple of Christ. Being true 
to God’s Word and uncompromising in proclaiming the gospel does not 
require, and should never include, being abrasive, coarse, inconsiderate, 
belligerent, blatant, or blunt. Wisdom and innocence, cunning and 
gentleness, are handmaids of discretion.…Innocence involves more than 
simply avoiding negative attitudes and approaches. It also involves the 
positive attribute of purity. Godly wisdom has no part in anything impure, 
deceitful, or defiling. It is always the ally of truth and righteousness.

Nothing untruthful or unethical can enhance the gospel or makes its 
witness more effective. Paul assured the Thessalonian believers that his 
preaching and teaching of the gospel did “not come from error or impurity 
or by way of deceit” (1 Thessalonians 2:3). Integrity and honesty are 
practical manifestations of truthfulness, without which an otherwise 
orthodox presentation of the gospel is distorted and weakened. 

D. Use and rely upon ______________________________________.

Scripture is the authority. Present the gospel, not your experience or your 
opinions. The use of your testimony is powerful when you detail the work of 
Christ in your life. Remember, we must put Christ on display, not to 
highlight our past wickedness or accomplishments, but to proclaim the 
grace and mercy of God in salvation.

We want to avoid manipulating emotions to effect conviction and generate 
agreement with the gospel. Biblical evangelism must rely on the Holy Spirit 
to convict the conscience.

Salvation is entirely a work of God, but He uses us—weak human vessels. 
Therefore, we must study the Bible to be workmen who do not need to be 
ashamed (2 Timothy 2:15).

Hebrews 4:12 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 



joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart.

(See also 1 Thessalonians 2:13)

CONCLUSION:

Do you love people? Are you concerned about their eternal destiny? The 
gospel message is a confrontation that takes place in a loving, gentle 
manner. Be flexible and sensitive in the manner you evangelize, knowing 
that no single method will fit every circumstance. Sometimes you will need 
to grieve with one who is hurting or help another through a difficult season. 
Whatever the case, the passion to evangelize must flow through your veins 
and will be demonstrated as you live out Christlikeness. 



Lesson Two:
The Gospel Conversation

INTRODUCTION:

I. Launching a conversation about the Gospel

For many believers, the most difficult part of evangelism is initiating a 
conversation about the gospel. Much like riding a bike, once you get 
started, the rest is easy. But the “getting started” part can leave you with 
some scrapes and bruises. We find it easy to talk to our friends about 
almost any other subject, but we often have trouble directing the 
conversation to spiritual issues. How do we bridge the gap between the 
ordinary matters of life and the eternally valuable truth of Scripture?

There are many “launching questions” that are suggested by different 
subjects. We need to spend some time thinking through how we can use 
the drive to work, playing sports, or even cleaning the house as a 
springboard to a gospel conversation. What comments can we make, 
based on everyday situations, to stimulate our friends to think about 
spiritual issues? 

This is an acquired skill, not a “gift” relegated to only a few Christians. The 
only requirement is that we love people and have a desire to glorify God by 
being obedient to evangelize the world.

Think of the following steps as training wheels for launching a gospel-
oriented conversation. 

A. Start with a _________________________________.

Getting to know someone is the beginning of a relationship. Showing 
interest in the person’s life gives that person a reason to talk to you and 
listen to you. Our goal is to talk on a level more personal than the weather
—perhaps about the person’s family, work, education, music, hobbies, or 



pets. As you find out what interests the unbeliever, you will know and 
understand him and be able to relate to his feelings and ideas.

EVANGELISM KEYS

1. Learn the unbeliever’s ________________ and ___________________.

Introductions are a natural starting point for any conversation. By knowing 
and using someone’s name, we communicate authenticity and genuine 
interest. Write down the person’s name or find a creative way of 
memorizing it.

2. _________________ carefully.

It is crucial to pay attention to what a person says and how he says it. You 
will gain valuable insight to his thinking process and feelings. A good 
listener will pick up on issues or events that trouble the unbeliever. A good 
listener will notice themes that are important to the unbeliever and will 
communicate genuine concern and love for him.

Good listening skills involve more than just your ears. Body language is 
important too. Maintain good eye contact, be patient, and resist 
distractions. The goal is to communicate true interest by giving your full 
attention.

Do not affirm and accept all that the unbeliever says, but enter every 
conversation with your mind set on understanding him, looking for the best 
opportunity to present whatever portion of the gospel the Lord allows.

3. Ask _________________________________.

Good questions will lead the person to share more than just the answer to 
the question. Open-ended questions cannot be answered by a simple “yes” 
or “no.” They draw out thoughts while providing opportunity to share 
personal feelings and ideas. The following are examples of open-ended 
questions:!

“How did you make that decision?”



“What motivated you to choose this job?”
“Why is that so important to you?”
“What would you have done?”
“Can you give me an example of that?”
“What is troubling you?”

The following are closed-ended questions. If the person is not inclined to 
share what he is feeling, he can easily answer “yes” or “no” and close the 
subject.

“Do you like your job?”
“Is something wrong?”
“Did you have a good time at school?”

4. _________________________________ for an answer.

You are building relationships to be salt and light for Christ (Matthew 5:13–
16). Most people love to talk about themselves, so listen. Do not be in a 
hurry to answer your own questions or to give your opinion. Take the time 
to develop a trusting relationship.

B. Pose a __________________________________________.

Sometimes sharing your testimony can be very helpful at this point. If so, 
focus on three elements: (1) what your life was like before you repented; 
(2) how Christ changed your life; and (3) what Christ is doing in your life 
now. Write out your testimony and practice presenting it as you practice the 
gospel outline (Mark 5:18–19; Acts 22:1–21; 26:1–32).

Sometimes a conversation will move directly to the gospel. Most of the time 
it will not, unless we steer it that way. You may need a stepping-stone, a 
probing statement or question, to draw the unbeliever’s thinking toward the 
gospel. The Bible gives us several examples.

Jesus and the woman at the well began with the subject at hand, water. 
Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water I will give him shall never 
thirst” (John 4:14). This moved them from the secular topic of water to the 
spiritual topic of living water.



Simon Peter stood by the lake, drying nets and talking to Christ about 
fishing. Jesus used a challenge only fishermen would understand: “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). Jesus moved the 
conversation from the secular topic of fishing to a spiritual dimension of 
fishing for men.

EVANGELISM KEY: _______________________ transitional statements 
for unbelievers you know.

Here are a few examples:

“With your health weakening, are you thinking about where you will spend 
eternity?”

“Why is it wrong to steal or kill? 

Where does that moral law come from?”
! ! ! !
“Who determines whether something is right or wrong?”
! ! ! !
“What do you think God requires of us to get into heaven?”
! ! ! !
“Why do you use Christ’s name that way?”
! ! ! !
“Where do you get your information about [God, Christ, eternity]?”

“How does someone of your religion get to heaven?”

C. Ask permission, _________________________________________.

Having inquired about work, family, and church and maybe even having 
shared your personal testimony, you can move your conversation to deeper 
spiritual things by asking direct questions. Before asking those questions, 
you should ask permission. This deters a response such as, “I do not talk 
about my deeper beliefs.”

Ask direct questions, such as the following:



“If you were to die today, where would you spend eternity?”
“What are God’s requirements to enter heaven?”

EVANGELISM KEY: ____________________________ carefully to the 
person’s answer.

His answer will help you shape your gospel presentation to emphasize the 
elements with which he needs to be confronted. 

Here are some common statements that demonstrate unbiblical thinking:

“I think God will accept me because I am a pretty good person.”
“Man is basically good and can work his way into heaven.”
“God loves too much to condemn anyone to hell.”
“I think Christ was just a good man, nothing more than that.”

These responses will probably be “works based” and may provide a useful 
springboard to sharing God’s Word. You might ask the following questions:

“The Bible says God’s standard for entering heaven is much different. May I 
share what God requires?”

“You have put some thought into your answer, but it is different from what 
the Bible says. May I show you what the Bible says about that issue?”

“I heard what you said about God being too loving to send someone to hell, 
but the Bible says you missed a very important fact. May I share with you 
what He said about Himself?”

“I am sure you try to be a good person, but the Bible says you are missing 
something. May I share with you what it is?”

You might ask, “Why do you think God lets people into His heaven?” or 
“What is your best hope for going to heaven?”



If they still have no answer, you might say, “These are important questions 
to be able to answer. Could I share with you what the Bible says about the 
subject?”

II. What if they refuse to engage?

We are responsible to clearly present the gospel message. We must gauge 
our effectiveness in evangelism by the clarity of the message given, not by 
the response of the unbeliever. God is sovereign over salvation and there 
are those who will reject the gospel message. 

A. When to ____________________________

When dealing with those who are fixed in their rejection, we should refocus 
our efforts when the message is mocked and rejected.

Christ said to His disciples in Matthew 10:14, “Whoever does not receive 
you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake 
the dust off your feet.” The point is, when the unbeliever has made a fully 
informed decision to reject the gospel and has become hostile, we must 
focus on others whom the Lord may be preparing to receive the gospel.

Then again, this does not mean that we should leave at the slightest hint of 
refusal. We do not want to “cast pearls before pigs” (Matthew 7:6), but we 
should wait for the Holy Spirit to soften the hardened heart, while we 
maintain a godly example before them.

Dogs and swine refer to unclean animals (e.g., dirty, selfish, vicious, wild, 
unreasoning, etc.). Metaphorically, people who are identified as such 
cannot understand the precious value of Christ’s salvation work.

God is patient and longsuffering, not wishing that any should perish (2 
Peter 3:9). We should lovingly and compassionately engage in 
conversation as long as there is a ray of hope. However, when an 
unbeliever mocks God’s message and rejects us as the messenger, we 
should openly confront him with his rebellion and pray for him, but then 
move on.



An unbeliever’s open rejection of God is cause for great sorrow (Luke 
19:41–42), and yet we are humbled, knowing that if it were not for God’s 
grace and mercy, we would still be lost in our sin.

B. What to do __________________________

1. Do not ______________________________________.

We must not destroy evangelism by needless argument. Remember that 
God’s sovereignty never changes. He may use our example of humility and 
love to confront a hard heart. The gospel must be the rock of offense, not 
the personality of the messenger. We must leave the results to God. Our 
responsibility is only to be faithful to proclaim the gospel message clearly.

2. Do not take an unbeliever’s _____________________________.

Remember, unbelievers cannot respond positively to the gospel on their 
own. When unbelievers reject the gospel, they are rejecting Christ, not us. 
We must be faithful to present the message accurately and lovingly, then 
leave the results to God. Recognizing that conversion is a work of God 
should keep us from becoming discouraged. 

3. Continue to _______________________________________ and 
be available.

Let the person know that you are available to answer any questions about 
spiritual issues. Assure him that you will continue to keep him in prayer. 
Pray for him and use the testimony of your changed life to evangelize him. 
You do not know how God may be using you in the drawing process.

4. End with _________________________________.

“You have made some strong statements against what is stated in 
Scripture, and I want you to know that what I’ve presented to you is the 
only way to be forgiven of your sin.”

“Let me leave you with this question: where will you spend eternity?”



“By not repenting, you are making the decision to reject the only means of 
salvation.”

“From what you said, it is clear that you are not interested. You have heard 
the truth, and I will continue to pray for your salvation.”



Lesson Three:
The Gospel Presentation, Part 1

INTRODUCTION:

Presenting the Gospel Message...

It takes hard work to be clear and understandable with the gospel 
message. It may take only a few minutes, perhaps an hour, or even weeks 
or years. At times, all we can do is help move someone along the road of 
understanding, building a foundation for the next gospel installment.

Scripture points to Jesus Christ. Many different verses can be used to 
explain the gospel. This lesson may not use some of your favorite verses. 
This doesn’t mean they aren’t good. Only a few have been selected that 
serve to show you the points of the gospel. Remember, the gospel is not a 
plan, but a Person. Jesus Christ is “the good news.” These arguments are 
only human attempts to describe divine purposes and events, and we must 
be careful not to oversimplify the gospel and risk leaving out critical 
components. 

The following main points and verses should act as a doorway in your mind 
to an entire storehouse of biblical truth. The order of the elements isn’t of 
primary importance and may be reorganized to meet various evangelistic 
situations.

There are many illustrations that help “put handles on” biblical truth. As 
much as possible, though, we want to use biblical examples because the 
Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to convict and convince people of the 
gospel truth.

As the foundation for the entire gospel, we should begin with the person 
and character of God. 

Transitional thought: What do you need to say about God when presenting 
the gospel? 



I. God

A. God is _________________ and _________________ of everything.

Genesis 1 states God created all things, loves what He made calling it 
“very good” (vs. 31) is involved in all parts of His creation (Colossians 
1:15–16) and all that exists is dependent on Him (Acts 17:28). Since God 
took special care to make man in His own image (Genesis 1:27), man is 
not an impersonal machine or another animal, but designed to have a 
relationship with God to honor and worship Him. Man is ultimately 
responsible to God and will one day answer to Him for what he has done.

1. God created everything __________________________ and 
__________________________ as He intended and as Creator.

Gen. 1:1 	 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Is. 44:24     Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer,
	 	 who formed you from the womb:

 
 “I am the LORD, who made all things,
	 	 who alone stretched out the heavens,
	 	 who spread out the earth by myself,

Rev. 4:11   “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
	 	 to receive glory and honor and power,
	 	 for you created all things,

 
 and by your will they existed and were created.”

1Cor. 10:26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.”

2. God has the right to do ______________________________ with 
what is His; He is the final authority.

Psa. 50:10 	For every beast of the forest is mine,
	 	 the cattle on a thousand hills.
Psa. 50:11 	I know all the birds of the hills,



	 	 and all that moves in the field is mine.
Psa. 50:12  “If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
	 	 for the world and its fullness are mine.

Other supporting verses include Psalm 19:1; Psalm 100:3; and Acts 
17:24–27.

Illustration:

Romans 9:20ff depict God as the Potter, having full authority over the clay. 
He has no need to ask permission of anyone or to defend His actions. As 
the Creator and Owner of everything, God can do as He pleases with what 
is His.

Unbelievers may know a lot of different information about God. Some 
assume He is entirely love, others picture Him as angry and judgmental, 
and others deny His existence altogether.

People deny or redefine God for a variety of reasons, but all refuse to 
recognize and submit His authority. Though they may not consciously think 
it, the logic is, “If I deny His existence or define Him according to my 
thinking, then His authority does not extend over me.”

It is like a child who knows he is not supposed to play in the street, but 
continues to do so, telling his friends that his parents don’t care or have 
never told him it is wrong.

The unsaved man’s problem is not a lack of information, but a moral 
rejection of God’s authority (Romans 1:18) as seen in the garden of Eden 
as Adam and Eve (Genesis 3) refused to believe in God’s provision and 
would not obey His law therefore they sinned.

As Creator, God inscribed in each human certain truths that point back to 
Him. These truths serve as a powerful starting point for evangelism since 
they emphasize man’s sinful condition and his need for a Savior. These 
specific truths are found in Romans 1 and 2.



3. The Person of God is __________________________________.

Rom. 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth.
Rom. 1:19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them.
Rom. 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse.

God has specifically designed each element of the universe to point to 
Himself and declare His glory (Psalm 19:1). Every person instinctively 
knows there is a God. Paul describes exactly what characteristics of God 
are revealed in creation:

His Eternal Power. This is a specific statement of God’s never-failing 
power over all things. This reflects His creation and preservation of the 
world (Colossians 1:16–17).

Unsaved people reveal this knowledge when they instinctively cry out for 
God during traumatic times. When a sudden event occurs and the facades 
of life are stripped away, people instinctively cry out to “God” because in 
their heart they know there is a single power, God, who controls life and 
death.

His Divine Nature. This is a general statement regarding God’s kindness 
and grace to all men (Matthew 5:45). It summarizes the revealed attributes 
of God. 

Not only does God reveal Himself without excuse in creation but He is also 
revealed in every man’s conscience.

4. The Law of God is _____________________________________.



Rom. 2:14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though 
they do not have the law.
Rom. 2:15 They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them

Notes on the conscience...

• The conscience is an alarm system designed to warn you against danger, 
to keep you from breaking God’s law. It is not a guide through life, but a 
guard against sin.

• It activates based on the level of good that it knows. Since God inscribed 
His law on each person’s conscience, guilt is activated when people sin. 
This is why unbelievers instinctively know it is wrong to steal, murder, lie, 
and commit adultery, for example. Guilt is incurred when the conscience 
is violated (Romans 2:14–15).

• It can be programmed. Your response to the warnings determines the 
conscience’s effectiveness. If you ignore the feelings of guilt and 
conviction, you will nullify its warning and eventually silence it altogether 
(1 Timothy 4:2). On the other hand, your conscience may be informed 
with standards that are stricter than God established in Scripture. This is 
why it is vital for believers to saturate our minds with biblical knowledge to 
train a sound conscience, one that does not go beyond nor stop short of 
God’s commands.

Illustration:

Lepers do not lose a finger or toe because of the tissue-eating disease. 
The disease deadens the natural sense of pain, so the leper becomes 
unaware of the heat of an iron or the slice of a sharp knife furthering the 
injury. In the same way, a person who has seared his conscience is 
unaware of the danger he is in. Without the warning of his conscience, he 
will make irreversible and deadly decisions.



Unsaved people value such qualities as justice, honesty, compassion, and 
goodness; yet they also instinctively know it is wrong to lie, cheat, and kill. 
Where do unsaved men get such a value system? It is simply a reflection of 
the divine law written on their hearts!

Illustration:

Notice when these scenes took place:

1. Cain murdered/lied about it ! ! Gen. 4:9! (6th Commandment)
2. Jacob’s deception over birthright! Gen. 27:12!(9th Commandment)
3. Joseph refused adultery! ! ! Gen. 39:10!(7th Commandment)

How did all these people know sin was wrong, since the written, visible Law 
of God had not yet been given in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)?

Those who had never seen the Ten Commandments written down knew 
that certain activities were evil because the law of God was written on their 
hearts.

All of this knowledge is not enough to save, but only to condemn. Man has 
no knowledge of God involving salvation, faith, or repentance. The 
conscience is like a nerve in your tooth that causes pain when it is touched. 
The unsaved person wants to deaden that nerve, but we want to 
continually touch it by speaking the truth in love!

Transitional Thought: How will you use this information?

As you begin to present the gospel, be reminded that the person you are 
talking to someone who knows that there is a God and that He has a law. 
The guilt felt when he or she sins comes because they have disobeyed 
God’s law and will pay the penalty for it.

When you begin to confront a sinful lifestyle with the truth of Scripture and 
the person responds in rejection, he is doing just what Romans 1:18 says 
he will, “suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” Talking about the truth of 
God and His law reminds the unbeliever of something he already knows 
but denies with his life. 



While we may not always chronologically start the gospel presentation with 
God, logically we do, understanding that unsaved man knows God’s 
existence no matter what claim he makes. This is our launching point.

B. God is ___________________________________.

God is holy, without any sin, completely good, pure, and perfect. He is all-
powerful, and He sets the standard of right and wrong. Ultimately, God 
accepts only things that are done His way. He is the ultimate ruler over His 
creation.

Matt. 5:48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.

1Pet. 1:16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

Peter exhorts the reader to live sinless before God. These statements are 
made by God about Himself! The primary point is proven: God is holy, 
without sin.

1Sam. 2:2   “There is none holy like the LORD:
	 	 for there is none besides you;
	 	 there is no rock like our God.

Other supporting verses are Leviticus 11:45; Leviticus 19:2; and Isaiah 
6:3.

C. God requires ___________________________________.

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become guilty of all of it.

Since God is the Creator and Owner of all things, He sets the standard. He 
determines what is right and wrong. He is holy and perfect and tells us we 
are to be perfect too. Can we be perfect like God? No. But this is what God 
requires.



Each sin has the same penalty. No matter how seemingly minute (like a 
small exaggeration of the truth) or global in impact (like mass murder), 
each sin carries the same death sentence.

Other supporting verses include Psalm 34:16 and Habakkuk 1:13.

A Few Cautions

1.One must trust in the God of the Bible. Depending on the unbeliever’s 
level of understanding, you may need to teach him more. A Buddhist’s or 
a Muslim’s idea of God may be different from that of a Roman Catholic or 
a Mormon. Each person must understand that God is Creator. He is holy, 
hates and punishes sin, knows we have sinned, and loves us.

2.If someone doesn’t have this understanding of God, you may need to 
take more time to teach him about God. True repentance comes from 
having a proper understanding of God’s character. Conversion will not 
come from force of personality, argumentation, or haranguing.

II. Man

A. Everyone _______________________________________.

Definition of Sin: Sin is disobedience against God; it is refusing to do what 
He commands and insisting on doing what He forbids. 

“Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of the Law of God.”
—Westminster Shorter Catechism

God has given us His law and we must obey it. Sin manifests itself in our 
thoughts, attitudes, and actions. It manifests itself in the words we say and 
in the words we fail to say and in the actions we perform and in the actions 
we fail to perform. Sin is both active and inactive. 

God’s law is written on man’s heart (Romans 2:14–15). Unsaved man 
responds to God by trying to suppress the truth by covering it over with 



layer upon layer of sin. He either redefines the entrance requirements for 
heaven (e.g., works salvation), or he launches into total defiance of God’s 
commandments, indulging in and being driven by his own lusts. Both of 
these are man’s attempts to create his own way to escape God’s just 
penalty. 

Rom. 3:10 	as it is written:

 
 “None is righteous, no, not one;
Rom. 3:11 	no one understands;
	 	 no one seeks for God.
Rom. 3:23 	 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Eccl. 7:20   Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does 
	 	 good and never sins.

Is. 53:6a 	 All we like sheep have gone astray;

 
 we have turned—every one—to his own way;

Man is universally evil (Psalm 14:1). Unsaved man cannot comprehend the 
truth of God. He is separated from God by sin.

Illustration: In Matthew 5:21–28, Christ taught that though we knew the 
law that was written on our hearts and was given in the Ten 
Commandments, yet we are equally guilty of sin by our very thoughts. In 
these verses, Christ explains that to be sinfully angry with your brother is 
enough to convict you of murder, and to lust after a woman is the sin of 
adultery. Therefore, though one may be externally above reproach, 
internally he or she is guilty of breaking the entire law (James 2:10).

B. The penalty _______________________________________.

The consequence of sin is separation from God, both on earth now and in 
hell for eternity.

Is. 59:1 
 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 

 
 save,



	 	 or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;
Is. 59:2 	 but your iniquities have made a separation
	 	 between you and your God,
	 	 and your sins have hidden his face from you
	 	 so that he does not hear.

This separation leaves man on his own to deal with his guilt, hopelessness, 
broken relationships, and evil thoughts and actions. While on earth, he has 
no ally, no advocate, no divine protection, and no forgiveness of sin—only 
God’s wrath is upon him.

Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This verse speaks of eternal death, eternal separation from God in hell 
forever. We die not only because our bodies deteriorate, but also because 
physical death, leading to eternity in hell, is the penalty of sin.

You and I will spend eternity in one of two places—heaven or hell. We will 
never cease to exist. Our bodies die physically, but our inner person—the 
real person—will live forever. 

Matt. 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill 
the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell.

If we die in our sin, we will spend eternity in hell, which is a place of eternal 
punishment. If our sin is forgiven, when we die we will go to heaven, which 
is a place of eternal joy, peace, happiness, and blessing. We are going to 
live eternally in one of those two places. 

Heb. 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment,



Matt. 25:46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”(See also Psalm 9:17; Proverbs 5:5; 9:18; 
Isaiah 33:14; and Revelation 20:10.)

C. Good works ____________________________________________.

We cannot do anything to make ourselves good enough to please God. No 
amount of good works can overcome even one sin! Doing helpful and 
sacrificial works will not erase the guilt of sin. We cannot rely on anything 
we do to earn salvation. Sin taints all our thoughts, words, and actions.

Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
Eph. 2:9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Other supporting verses are Proverbs 14:12; Isaiah 64:6; Jeremiah 17:9; 
Romans 3:28; and Galatians 2:16.



Lesson Four
The Gospel Presentation, Part 2

III. Christ

A. Jesus came to earth as ____________________________________ 
(Col. 2:9).

Col. 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,

! Christ’s deity:

John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.”

Those to whom Jesus was speaking clearly understood this claim to deity. 
Their immediate and angry response almost became murder as they 
picked up stones with which to kill Him. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14 ¶ And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.

Phil. 2:6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped,
Phil. 2:7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men.
Phil. 2:8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Phil. 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name,
Phil. 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth,



Phil. 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.

Jesus is eternally God, Lord over all (Philippians 2:9–11; Titus 2:13; 
Revelation 17:14).

! Christ’s humanity:

Heb. 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Though completely God, Jesus was also completely man. He encountered 
every type of trial, hardship, temptation, and emotion that we do, yet 
without any sin. He was completely holy, yet entirely human; sinless, yet 
sympathetic; tempted, but invincible!

Jesus set aside some of His divine privileges (His heavenly glory, 
independent authority) for a season and submitted to the Father’s will in 
coming to earth (Isaiah 9:6; 1 John 3:5).

B. Jesus demonstrated God’s love in ___________________________ 
____________________________________(Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21).

Since God is a loving, gracious, merciful God, He provided a way of 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Rom. 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.

John 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

2Pet. 3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance.



This is the climax—the pinnacle of the gospel message! Christ is the sin-
bearer. 

Jesus Christ is the only One who lived without sin (Hebrews 4:15) and yet 
became sin to pay the wages of sin on our behalf. He took the guilt of 
sinners upon Himself and suffered God’s judgment for it in His death on the 
cross.

2Cor. 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The sinless Son of God was treated as if He were a sinner. He took on 
Himself the penalty of all those who would repent. He was sinless, but He 
paid the wages of sin for all who would believe. The result is that we 
receive His righteousness! “He bore [our] sins so [we] could bear His 
righteousness.”

1Pet. 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed.

Col. 2:13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses,

Christ’s sacrifice paid the price for everyone who believes in Him, buying 
them back by paying the penalty of sin. (See Mark 10:45.)

Other supporting verses are Isaiah 53:5–6; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 1:7; 
Colossians 1:20.

C. Jesus rose from the grave __________________________________ 
(1 Cor. 15:4).



He rose from the dead, ascending back to the Father, and is Lord over all. 
He gives mercy to whomever He wants and rules in love over all those 
united to Him.

Why is it crucial to include the resurrection in the gospel 
presentation?

1Cor. 15:3 ¶ For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures,
1Cor. 15:4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,

 (See also 1 Corinthians 15:12–19)

Phil. 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name,
Phil. 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Phil. 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.

(See also Acts 2:22–24, 36)

1Pet. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

He will return to judge those who have rejected the gospel.

2Th. 1:7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels
2Th. 1:8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus.



Therefore, Christ is the only way of salvation. In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.” Jesus Christ is the only one who can save us from hell. He is 
the only one who can forgive our sins (John 3:36; 10:9; 8:24; Acts 4:12; 
Romans 5:2).

IV.You must ______________________________.

This is where we bring together all we have discussed. How is this 
salvation which Christ accomplished through His death applied to sinners 
like us? How does a person become cleansed of sin and receive God’s 
forgiveness along with the power to lead a new life of righteousness? The 
Scriptures clearly teach that a person must be born again from above. 

This new birth is a sovereign work of God’s grace (John 3:3–8). All men 
are spiritually dead and only God by His Spirit can accomplish this 
miraculous act. However, God has also instructed us in His Word that we 
are ultimately accountable and responsible before Him. 

The question that we all face is this, “What are we responsible to do?” 
Jesus began His public ministry with this statement in Mark 1:15: 

Mark 1:15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

EVANGELISM KEY: Use biblical terminology when speaking about faith.

The Bible never says, “Accept/receive Jesus into your heart.” This is an 
analogy taken from John 1:12 and Revelation 3:20. In English, the word 
receive has a passive meaning. It connotes the idea of allowing someone 
to give you something. 

In the Bible, when the word receive is used in relation to a person, it has an 
active meaning. To receive a guest means that you welcome or host them, 
attending to their needs. The use of the word receive in John 1:12 means 
to acknowledge His claims, place one’s faith in Him, and thereby, yield 
allegiance to Him. (See The MacArthur Study Bible footnote on John 1:12)



Transitional statement: Once the unbeliever understands the gospel, we 
must call him to repentance. Ask the unbeliever:

“Do you understand the gospel message I have explained?”

“God is Creator and Owner. He is sinless and requires perfect obedience.
You are sinful, will pay the penalty for sin, and are unable to save yourself.
Christ, the sinless Son of God, paid sin’s penalty for all who repent. Do you 
see your need for salvation through Christ as Lord and Savior?”

“Do you understand Jesus Christ is our only hope of escaping God’s 
judgment, finding forgiveness of sins, and obtaining eternal life?  If so, then 
you must repent and believe.”

A. Repent of _______________________________________ (Is. 55:7; 
Luke 9:23)

In 2 Corinthians 7:10-11, Paul describes two types of repentance—one 
which is false, leading to death, and the other, which is genuine, leading to 
salvation.

2Cor. 7:10  For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.
2Cor. 7:11 For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in 
you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, 
what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point 
you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.

The first is a “sorrow of the world” or “worldly grief.”

This worldly sorrow is generated from being caught, motivated by fear of 
consequences and punishment. Mere human remorse has no saving 
capability and leads only to eternal separation in hell. “It is nothing more 
than the wounded pride of getting caught in a sin and having one’s lusts go 
unfulfilled. That kind of sorrow leads only to guilt, shame, despair, 
depression, self-pity, and hopelessness.” 



This same type of false repentance was demonstrated by the Pharisees 
and Sadducees who came to John for baptism (Matthew 3:5–10; Luke 3:7). 
Despite their outward expression, they were motivated only to avoid 
coming judgment. Judas demonstrated the same false repentance after 
betraying Christ (Matthew 27:3–5).

Those who make this type of profession are not saved. Man-centered 
gospel messages result in this type of “repentance”.  A “repentance” 
motivated by the desire to modify behavior, improve circumstances, or 
escape trouble in attempt to meet “felt needs” (self-esteem, self-respect, 
money, relationship, and financial relief, for example). 

A second type of repentance is known as “godly sorrow” or “godly 
grief”

What is true repentance? Simply put, true repentance is turning from sin 
and turning to Christ as Lord and Savior. 

It is not simply recognizing something you didn’t see before! Simple 
knowledge doesn’t change anything in your life. Repentance as 
characterized in Scripture begins with recognizing one’s utter sinfulness 
and turning from self and sin to God.

Repentance requires a submission of the entire person to Christ, removing 
self from the throne and relinquishing that place to Christ (Isaiah 55:7; 
Acts 17:30; Romans 10:9–10). More than modifying behavior, repentance 
is a submission of the will, ambition, and eternal hope to the Creator.

We must clearly state the full meaning of repentance less the unbeliever 
think salvation is gained by a simple impulsive act (e.g., prayer, signing a 
card, or walking the aisle). Too often the effectiveness of evangelism is 
gauged by the number of “decisions” made rather than the clarity of the 
message given. The church continues to swell with unbelievers who do not 
know true repentance as they look to an experience to verify salvation 
(Luke 6:46, Matthew 7:16–23).



True repentance recognizes you have broken God’s law and responds in 
obedience to Him in every area of your life. Identify anything that doesn’t 
glorify Him, and submit those areas to Him asking Him to help you, by His 
grace, to exterminate your sin. 

Is. 55:6  
 “Seek the LORD while he may be found;
	 	 call upon him while he is near;
Is. 55:7 	 let the wicked forsake his way,
	 	 and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
	 	 let him return to the LORD, that he may have 	 	   
	 	 compassion on him,
	 	 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

(See also John 12:24–25)

Illustration:

Salvation is a free gift, but it costs us. Scripture never talks about a “saving 
faith” apart from a changed life. True faith is never passive. It is always 
active, demonstrating itself in obedience (John 3:36; Romans 1:5; 16:26). 
It involves a complete change of heart, attitude, interest, and direction. This 
is the narrow gate of Matthew 7:16–27. 

Repentance involves a “considering of the cost.”  Understand that 
repentance means you obey Him, forsaking your sin. This may involve 
abandoning immoral relationships, stopping dishonest business practices, 
and even drastically changing your circle of friends.

Luke 9:23  And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.

Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father 
and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
Luke 14:27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple.



Luke 14:28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete 
it?

Christ is saying that our love for anyone else must not even come close to 
our love for God. He is to be our first love: we should seek to know Him 
above all others!

This speaks of something far more than mere abandonment of one’s 
material possessions; it is an absolute, unconditional surrender. Christ’s 
disciples were permitted to retain no privileges and make no demands. 
They were to safeguard no cherished sins; treasure no earthly 
possessions; and cling to no secret self-indulgences. Their commitment to 
Him must be without reservation.”

Consider what A. W. Tozer says regarding “taking up your cross”:

The old cross is a symbol of death. It stands for the abrupt, violent end of a 
human being. The man in Roman times who took up his cross and started 
down the road had already said good-by to his friends. He was not coming 
back. He was going out to have it ended. The cross made no compromise, 
modified nothing, spared nothing; it slew all of the man, completely and for 
good. It did not try to keep on good terms with its victim. It struck cruel and 
hard, and when it had finished its work, the man was no more.

This “counting the cost” results in the promise Christ gave in Matthew 
10:39, “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My 
sake will find it.” Eternal life is promised to those who abandon worldly 
pursuits and submit entirely to Christ. Repentance involves confession of 
sin to God that results in forgiveness.

To “confess” is to say the same thing about sin that God does; to 
acknowledge His perspective on sin. We recognize it is heinous in His sight 
because we have broken His law and offended a holy God (Leviticus 19:2).  
Repentance involves seeking, pleading with God for forgiveness.



Acts 8:22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to 
the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven 
you.

To be forgiven is to have complete purification from unrighteousness on the 
basis of Christ’s righteousness freely imputed to us. Forgiveness from God 
means He releases us from sin’s penalty as Christ paid the wages of sin on 
our behalf and God sees us as holy (2 Corinthians 5:21). Therefore the 
stain of our sin is blotted out and replaced with Christ’s righteousness. 
There is no limitation to His forgiveness for one who is repentant (Matthew 
6:12; 1 John 1:9). 

“Having asked for forgiveness of sins, turn from all that dishonors God.”

The Christian life is marked by continual turning from sin and forgiveness 
granted by God.

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

B. Believe in Christ as ____________________________________ 
(Rom. 10:9)

Repentance doesn’t stop with a solemn recognition of sin. Nor is it merely a 
“decision to trust Christ for eternal life, but a wholesale forsaking of 
everything else we trust and a turning to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.” 
Saving faith is in Christ alone, not dependent on any of our abilities or 
efforts.

Rom. 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.
Rom. 10:10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with 
the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Acts 16:31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.”



Eph. 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
Eph. 2:9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Faith is “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen” (Hebrews 11:1). It will be demonstrated in obedience. 

“Often do I hear it said, ‘Love Jesus, dear children.’ That is not the gospel. 
It is ‘Trust Him—Believe.’ Not love, but faith is the saving grace.”

Faith is taking God at His Word and obeying Him (Romans 6:17). “This is a 
faith that is as repulsed by the life of sin as it is attracted to the mercy of the 
Savior.” 

Faith is not simply recognizing certain facts or exercising mere mental 
assent. This is more than just “understanding the facts and assenting to the 
truth.”  Demons do that, but we know that a lifestyle of disobedience is 
indicative of someone who doesn’t have saving faith (Titus 1:15–16).

Having faith in Jesus Christ as Savior means recognizing that His death 
pays the wages of sin, and having faith in Him as Lord means believing in 
His resurrection and submitting to His authority. As John MacArthur said,

“Becoming a Christian means being sick of your sin, longing for forgiveness 
and rescue from present evil and future hell, and affirming your 
commitment to the lordship of Christ to the point where you are willing to 
forsake everything.…It isn’t just holding up your hand or walking down an 
aisle and saying, “I love Jesus.” It is not easy; it is not user-friendly or 
seeker-sensitive; it isn’t a rosy, perfect world where Jesus gives you 
whatever you want. It is hard, it is sacrificial, and it supersedes everything.”

You can continue your conversation with the unbeliever this way: 

“Earlier you told me your hope of eternal life was in the (good works you 
do/a false view of God/a false view of yourself). The Bible says that for you 



to be saved, you must place your faith in Jesus Christ. This means 
abandoning your faith in your own abilities and efforts and placing it in 
Christ alone to forgive your sins and give eternal life.”

C. Will you repent and believe in Jesus Christ or ___________________ 
____________________________________(Acts 17:30)

Once you have counted the cost, you must obey the command to repent.

Acts 17:30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent,

Evangelism Key: Prompt the repentant person to tell God all he has 
learned.
Because what you have heard is true, and because Christ is alive today, 
God invites and commands you now to turn from your rebellion to God and:

1. Agree with God that you have disobeyed Him and deserve judgment. 
Realize He has shown you His goodness in many ways to humble you, 
to bring you to repentance.

2. Go to God in prayer. Ask Him to forgive your sins and express your 
desire to repent. Tell God what you now know about Him, yourself, and 
His Son, and what you must do.

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him.

2Cor. 6:2 For he says,

 “In a favorable time I listened to you,

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
	 Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 
	 salvation.



Heb. 2:3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It 
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those 
who heard,



Lesson Five
Guidelines for Evangelizing and Discipleship

For many believers, fulfilling Christ’s command to make disciples begins at 
home, with their children. Few experiences bring greater joy to Christian 
parents than seeing their children come to faith in Christ.

The process of evangelizing one’s children, however, can be a daunting 
task. For many parents, the questions are as practical as they 
disconcerting: How should I present the gospel to my children? What is the 
best approach? How do I know if I’m doing it right? Pitfalls, both real and 
imagined, intimidate virtually every parent who contemplates this 
responsibility. On one hand, there’s the danger of leading children to think 
they are saved when they are not. On the other hand, there’s the risk of 
discouraging children who express a genuine desire to follow Christ.

How, then, shall we evangelize? The answer to this question is not easy, 
but it begins with recognizing and avoiding some of the common pitfalls in 
child evangelism.

I. Evangelizing Children

A. ___________________________________ in Evangelizing Children

1. __________________________ the Gospel of Christ

Because a child’s comprehension is less developed than an adult’s, the 
temptation for many parents is to oversimplify the message of the gospel 
when they evangelize their children. Sometimes this stems from canned or 
programmed approaches to child evangelism—approaches that often 
abbreviate the gospel, downplay its demands, or leave out key aspects of 
the gospel altogether.

Put simply, children must be able to understand the gospel clearly before 
they can be saved. This involves grasping concepts such as good and evil, 
sin and punishment, repentance and faith, God’s holiness and wrath 
against sin, the deity of Christ and His atonement for sin, and the 



resurrection and lordship of Christ. Certainly parents need to use 
terminology children can comprehend and be clear in communicating the 
message. But when the Scripture talks about teaching children spiritual 
truth, the emphasis is on thoroughness (Deuteronomy 6:6–7). 
Oversimplification is a greater danger than giving too much detail.

2. Coercing a _____________________________________

Besides oversimplifying the gospel, many parents solicit some kind of 
active response to the message—a show of hands in a group setting, a 
rote repetition of “the sinner’s prayer,” or almost anything that may be 
counted as a positive response. Often, however, such methodology 
consists of nothing more than coercion and manipulation.

If parents prod their children to “faith” by external pressure, their 
“conversion” will prove to be spurious. Rather than getting their children to 
pray “the sinner’s prayer” or enticing them into a superficial response, 
parents must faithfully, patiently, and thoroughly teach them the gospel and 
diligently pray for their salvation, always bearing in mind that God is the 
One who saves. There is no need to pressure or coerce a confession from 
the mouth of a child, for genuine repentance will bring forth its own 
confession as the Lord opens the heart in response to the gospel.

3. ______________________________ the Reality of Regeneration

The next pitfall is assuming that a child’s positive response to the gospel is 
full-fledged saving faith. The temptation is to regard regeneration as a 
settled matter because of an outward indication that the child has believed. 
But one cannot assume that every profession of faith reflects a genuine 
work of God in the heart (Matthew 7:21–23).

Children often respond positively to the gospel for a host of reasons, many 
of which are unrelated to any awareness of sin or real understanding of 
spiritual truth. Many children profess faith because of peer pressure at 
church or a desire to please their parents. 

In addition, Scripture indicates that children tend to be immature (1 
Corinthians 13:11; 14:20), naive (Proverbs 1:4), foolish (Proverbs 



22:15), capricious (Isaiah 3:4), inconsistent and fickle (Matthew 11:16–
17), and unstable and easily deceived (Ephesians 4:14). Children often 
think they have understood the ramifications of a given commitment when 
they have not. Their judgment is shallow, and their ability to see the 
implications of their decisions is lacking. Despite the best of intentions, they 
seldom have the ability to think far beyond today, nor do they perceive the 
extent to which their choices will affect tomorrow. This makes children more 
vulnerable to self-deception and makes it more difficult for a parent to 
discern God’s saving work in their hearts. 

For this reason, only when a child’s stated convictions and beliefs are 
tested by circumstances in life as he matures do parents begin to learn 
more conclusively the spiritual direction he has chosen. While many people 
do make a genuine commitment to Christ when they are young, many 
others—perhaps most—do not come to an adequate understanding of the 
gospel until their teenage years. Others who profess Christ in childhood 
turn away. It is only appropriate, then, that parents move cautiously in 
affirming a profession of faith and not be quick to take any show of 
commitment as proof of conversion. 

4. __________________________ the Child of Salvation

After becoming convinced that their child is saved, many parents seek to 
give that child verbal assurance of his salvation. As a consequence, the 
church is filled with teenagers and adults whose hearts are devoid of real 
love for Christ, but who think they are genuine Christians because of 
something they did as children.

It is the role of the Holy Spirit—not the parent—to give assurance of 
salvation (Romans 8:15–16). Too many people whose hearts are utterly 
cold to the things of the Lord believe they are going to heaven simply 
because they responded positively as children to an evangelistic invitation. 
Having “asked Jesus to come into their hearts,” they were then given a 
false assurance and taught never to examine themselves and never to 
entertain any doubt about their salvation. 

5. Rushing the Child into ____________________________ 



A final pitfall for many parents is allowing the child to be baptized 
immediately after he professes faith. Although Scripture commands that 
believers be baptized (Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:38), it is best not to rush into 
the ordinance in the case of a child. As previously stated, it is extremely 
difficult to recognize genuine salvation in children. Rather than rushing 
them into baptism, it is wiser to take the ongoing opportunity to interact with 
them and wait for more significant evidence of lasting commitment. In 
addition, if a child cannot say enough in a testimony to make it reasonably 
clear that he understands and embraces the gospel, baptism should wait 
and further instruction should begin.

B. Foundational Keys to Evangelizing Children

It is not enough for parents to simply avoid these common pitfalls—they 
must also seek to put into practice the following keys to child evangelism.

1. Setting a Consistent ___________________________________

Evangelizing children does not consist only of verbalizing the gospel, but 
also of exemplifying it in one’s life. As parents explain the truths of God’s 
Word, children have the unique opportunity to observe their parents’ lives 
up close and to see whether the parents truly believe what they are 
teaching. When parents are faithful not only to proclaim, but also to live out 
the gospel, the impact is profound. 

Because marriage is a picture of Christ’s relationship with the church 
(Ephesians 5:22–33), the relationship between the parents as husband 
and wife is particularly significant. In fact, aside from the parents’ 
fundamental commitment to Christ, the single most important foundation for 
successful parenting is a healthy, Christ-centered marriage. Setting a 
consistent example of godliness is indispensable. 

2. Proclaiming the _________________________________ of Christ

The heart of evangelism is the gospel, “for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). If a child is to repent 
and believe in Christ, then, it will be through the proclamation of the 



message of the cross (1 Corinthians 1:18–25; 2 Timothy 3:15; James 
1:18; 1 Peter 1:23–25). Children will not be saved apart from the gospel.

For this reason, parents need to teach their children the law of God, teach 
them the gospel of divine grace, show them their need for a Savior, and 
point them to Jesus Christ as the only One who can save them. As they do, 
parents must resist the temptation to downplay or soften the demands of 
the gospel and must proclaim the message in its fullness. The need to 
surrender to the lordship of Christ, for example, is not too difficult for 
children to understand. Any child who is old enough to understand the 
basic gospel is also able by God’s grace to trust Him completely and 
respond with pure, sincere repentance. 

The key is to be clear and thorough. Parents have ample time and 
opportunity to explain and illustrate gospel truths, correct 
misunderstandings, and clarify and review the most difficult aspects of the 
message. The wise parent will be faithful, patient, and persistent, carefully 
viewing each moment of the child’s life as a teaching opportunity 
(Deuteronomy 6:6–7). 

One such teaching opportunity is found in the parents’ responsibility to 
discipline and correct their children when they disobey (Ephesians 6:4). 
Rather than seeking simply to modify behavior, the wise parent will look at 
discipline as an opportunity to help his child become aware of his failure 
and inability to obey, and subsequently, his need for forgiveness in Christ. 
Discipline and correction are used to bring children to a sober assessment 
of themselves as sinners and to lead to the cross of Christ for forgiveness.

As parents explain the gospel and exhort their children to respond to the 
gospel, it is best to avoid putting an emphasis on external actions, such as 
praying “the sinner’s prayer.” There is urgency inherent in the gospel 
message itself—and it is right for parents to impress that urgency on the 
child’s heart—but the focus should be kept on the internal response 
Scripture calls for: repentance from sin and faith in Christ. As parents 
diligently teach the gospel and take opportunities each day to instruct their 
children in the truth of God’s Word, they can begin to look for signs of belief 
and repentance.



3. Understanding the ____________________________ of Salvation

The evidence that someone has genuinely repented of his sin and believed 
in Christ is the same in a child as in an adult—spiritual transformation. 
According to Scripture, true believers follow Christ (John 10:27), confess 
their sin (1 John 1:9), love their brothers (1 John 3:14), obey God’s 
commandments (John 15:14; 1 John 2:3), do the will of God (Matthew 
12:50), abide in God’s Word (John 8:31), keep God’s Word (John 17:6), 
and do good works (Ephesians 2:10). 

Parents should look for an increasing measure of this kind of fruit in their 
children as they continue to instruct them in the truths of the gospel. In 
addition, parents should be fervent in their efforts to lead their children to 
Christ, but they should also recognize that an essential part of that work is 
to guard them from thinking they are saved when they are not. 
Understanding the biblical evidence of salvation—and explaining it to one’s 
children—is foundational to this work of protection.

4. Encouraging Possible ___________________________________

Because of the immaturity and fickleness of children, it is tempting for some 
parents to write off childlike expressions of faith as trivial, or even 
meaningless. In contrast, parents should encourage every sign of faith in 
their children and use the opportunity to teach them even more about 
Christ and the gospel. When a child expresses a desire to learn about 
Jesus, parents should feed that desire and encourage the child when they 
see possible signs of conversion.

Even if parents conclude it’s too early to regard their child’s interest in 
Christ as mature faith, they must not deride a profession of faith as false, 
for it may be the seed from which mature faith will later emerge. Instead, 
the parent should continue to point that child toward Christ, teaching the 
truth of God’s Word with patience and diligence, and always looking to the 
One who is able to open hearts to respond to the gospel. 

5. Trusting the ___________________________________________



The greatest need of children is to be born again. Regeneration, however, 
is not something that parents can do for them. Parents who force, coerce, 
or manipulate their children may pressure them into a false profession, but 
genuine faith and repentance can be granted only by God, who 
regenerates the heart. Put simply, the new birth is the work of the Holy 
Spirit and Him alone (John 3:8). 

The salvation of children, then, cannot be produced by the faithfulness or 
diligence of parents, but only by the sovereign work of God Himself. Such a 
realization should bring comfort to parents. In addition, it should motivate 
them to bathe their evangelistic efforts in prayer to the One who does His 
work where they cannot—in the child’s heart.

II. Evangelizing ________________________

A. The Biblical ___________________________________

Workplace evangelism combines your Christian lifestyle and your verbal 
proclamation. Your example will go far in authenticating or nullifying the 
gospel message. For your Christian witness to be compelling, you must 
have a biblical view of work. Here are three biblical truths about work:

Work is a creation ordinance.
Work is a gift.
Work is a ministry, and the workplace is a mission field.

1. Work is a ___________________________________

Work is a part of God’s design for mankind (Genesis 1–2). In the perfect 
environment of the Garden of Eden, Adam was given the responsibility to 
subdue and rule over the creation (Genesis 1:28), to cultivate and care for 
the garden (Genesis 2:15).

Those who think work was established at the fall of man forget God’s clear 
design. The fall intensified the pace and difficulty of work. When Adam 
sinned, he brought upon himself the just penalty for his sin. God cursed the 



earth, Adam’s primary responsibility, which increased the toil involved in 
work (Genesis 3:17–19).

The theme of man’s responsibility to work appears throughout Scripture. 
Proverbs 6:6–11 speaks of the nature of the sluggard who ignores his 
responsibilities, and Ecclesiastes 2:13–26 warns of another unbalanced 
approach to work: being consumed with it. 

The goal is not simply to work, but to honor God with our labor. The judges 
and prophets exhorted Israel to accomplish their work of building the 
temple and the city walls as a spiritual service to God. The prophet Haggai 
rebuked the people even though they worked fervently. Their efforts were 
misdirected and amounted to nothing because they were based on wrong 
motives. Paul stated clearly that “if anyone is not willing to work, then he is 
not to eat, either” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Work is part of life because God 
ordained it.

2. Work is a ________________

Everything we have is a gift from God, including food, oxygen, and even 
work. We may say, “How can this difficult effort and constant struggle be a 
gift from God?” The answer is simple. Work is God’s means of providing 
many of the necessities of life. In addition, it is a platform for evangelism, 
ministry, and a vehicle for supporting our families and churches. Work is a 
common grace (2 Thessalonians 3:10–15).

3. Work is a _____________________________, and the workplace 
is a ___________________________________

One valuable principle that was emphasized during the Reformation is the 
“sanctity of all callings.” This concept denied the medieval distinction 
between the secular and the sacred, the clergy and the laity. Before the 
Reformation, believers in the workplace were thought to have a less 
spiritual or less important calling than a full-time minister in the church. That 
is not true! Believers in the workplace have a sovereignly chosen mission 
field—their coworkers. The difference is a matter of function and 
appointment, not spiritual status.



Faithfulness and obedience in this mission field is a form of worship. Paul 
wrote, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship” (Romans 12:1). As we live in obedience to 
Him, our faithful work is an act of worship.

B. The Biblical Practice of Evangelism in the Workplace

The following are five biblical guidelines for workplace evangelism.

1. God is the believer’s ___________________________________

Though a human may be your immediate authority, God is the ultimate 
employer of every Christian. Paul calls us to work: “With good will render 
service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing 
each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or 
free” (Ephesians 6:7–8). We work “as to the Lord,” because He is the one 
we love and serve. Paul stated, “Knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 
serve” (Colossians 3:24). 

2. ___________________________________ earthly employers

In 1 Timothy 6:1–2, Paul wrote, “All who are under the yoke as slaves [i.e., 
employees] are to regard their own masters [employers] as worthy of all 
honor.” Peter also wrote that we are to treat our employers “with all 
respect” (1 Peter 2:18). This principle applies equally to the good and 
honest employer and to the employer who is unreasonable. 

Peter also instructs us to bear unjust treatment with patience: “For what 
credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 
patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently 
endure it, this finds favor with God” (1 Peter 2:20).

There is only one exception to absolute obedience to authority. That is 
when you are told to disobey God’s law. Since God establishes all authority 



figures, we must submit to their direction and leadership. However, we 
must never break God’s law.

In Ephesians 6:5, Paul urges us to be obedient—not procrastinating, but 
immediately carrying out our responsibilities. The goal is not to please men, 
but rather to work “with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you 
do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord 
Christ whom you serve” (Colossians 3:22–24).

3. Honor ________________________________ with your example

If you are known for being a lazy person or for doing shoddy work, your 
verbal testimony will be worthless in the workplace. It would be better not to 
evangelize than to publicly shame the name of Christ with a bad reputation. 
God commanded us to work diligently, “so that the name of God and our 
doctrine will not be spoken against” (1 Timothy 6:1). 

We must maintain a good reputation among people outside the church (1 
Timothy 3:7). A Christian’s reputation is the only gospel message some 
people will encounter. Our diligence at work is vital to our Christian 
testimony. A vivid example of this is Paul’s confrontation with the Jews. 
Despite their claims about knowing and obeying the law, these Jews 
actually caused God’s name to be blasphemed by failing to obey His law. 
(See Romans 2:23–24)

If we claim to love God but fail to maintain integrity at work, we sin against 
God and bring a reproach to His name (1 John 2:3–4).

If we live righteously before God, submitting to Christ’s lordship at every 
point, we glorify Him. Those who work hard are also promised their reward: 
“Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; he will 
not stand before obscure men” (Proverbs 22:29). 

4. Be ______________________________ in looking for evangelism 
opportunities



Matthew 10:16 says, “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.” The important 
concept is the meaning of the word shrewd. Christ does not instruct us to 
be deceptive or misleading, but wise, intelligent, and sensible in the way we 
communicate the gospel. We must be looking for the right opportunities 
(Colossians 4:5). 

The “shrewd” evangelist will

Ask open-ended questions, rather than yes-or-no questions. 
Be actively interested in the events of another person’s life.
Look for opportunities to bring God’s Word to bear on a conversation. 

This type of person will recognize that he has a more receptive audience 
with some than with others. Colossians 4:5–6 remind us to be wise 
stewards of our time, knowing that only God can open the heart to 
understand truth.

5. Always live _________________________________

Matthew also uses the word innocent (10:16). This concept carries the 
idea of “being without a mixture of evil, hence being pure” and “undefiled.” 
We must evangelize people without bringing a reproach upon the name of 
Christ. This means we do not steal from the company we want to 
evangelize.

If you are fired, it should be for standing for the truth, not for stealing time 
from the company. Do not give your enemies an opportunity to speak evil 
against you, especially in the areas of your reputation and work ethic.

Peter instructs us to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15).

Notice the phrase “with gentleness and reverence.” Gentleness has to do 
with compassion or genuine concern for others. As we present the gospel, 
we are to speak the truth with boldness, but not obnoxiously.



The second word is “reverence” or “fear.” Reverence has to do with an 
accurate perspective of God. The ultimate purpose for evangelism is the 
glory of God. As evangelists, we must have a correct understanding of the 
gospel and a healthy fear of God.

Remember

Our goal is not to “close the deal” and persuade people to make an 
emotional response. Our goal is maximize instruction and teaching—to 
make disciples.

Our relationships with our coworkers will often extend beyond the workday. 
We must take advantage of these relationships to show love and concern 
for our coworkers, which will yield opportunities to share Christ with them. 

The Bible says, “[God’s] divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who 
called us by His own glory and excellence” (2 Peter 1:3). A true knowledge 
of God originates from the Word of God. Understanding and embracing 
these biblical truths will enable us to better evangelize our workplace.

III. Guidelines for Discipleship

Jesus said, “Follow me” (John 1:43). This is the most concise command 
Christ gave (Matthew 4:19; 8:22; 9:9; 19:21; Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27; 9:59; 
John 21:19). These two words reveal the heart of discipleship. Christ did 
not say, “Try to work me into your schedule” or “Call me sometime.” He 
demanded an immediate and permanent reversal of direction. 

Following Christ is glorifying God through obeying His commands. When 
the disciples became followers of Christ, their responsibility was to mimic 
Him. They said what He said, did what He taught, and responded to life the 
way that Christ responded to life among them. Simply put, discipleship is 
becoming more like Christ.

We see this theme in Scripture in the example of Elijah and Elisha (2 Kings 
2), the proverbs of a wise son adhering to the teaching of his father 



(Proverbs 1:4–5; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1), and the word picture in Proverbs 27:17: 
“Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” The Gospels are 
saturated with the discipleship process as Christ lived and preached the 
gospel message (Matthew 10:24–42; Luke 14:25–35). Paul urged 
believers to follow his example, as he imitated Christ (1 Corinthians 4:16; 
11:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:7, 9). Paul did not speak with condescension or 
pride, but as one who had discovered the meaning of life. He urged others 
passionately and persuasively to become more like Christ. Peter also urged 
believers to follow Christ as their example (1 Peter 2:21).

There are two primary dynamics of discipleship: 

• Instructing in the Scriptures 

• Mentoring in the Experience 

Both of these dynamics are essential to discipleship. Instruction without 
application can lead to arrogance (1 Corinthians 8:1). Example without 
instruction can lead to a life of habitual and meaningless activity. 
Discipleship happens when one believer sharpens another believer by 
teaching the Scriptures and mentoring him in the Christian life.

Christ exemplified instructing and mentoring with His disciples. They sat at 
His feet when He taught the truth of God’s Word. They watched as He felt 
compassion for the dead son of a widow (Luke 7:12). They heard His 
instruction on the character of a Christian (Matthew 5). The attention of 
Christ’s disciples was riveted as He demonstrated a walk with God in the 
days leading to the cross.

Once a person has confessed faith in Christ, it is vital for us to continue the 
discipleship process. Evangelism does not end with a “conversion.” We are 
exhorted to make disciples by teaching them all that Christ has 
commanded us (Matthew 28:19–20). Discipleship begins with teaching new 
Christians some basic Bible truths. 

The following principles serve as guidelines for discipleship.

A. Instruction in the Scriptures



1. A Thorough ___________________________________

As you meet for the first few times with a new believer, you should 
thoroughly review the gospel message. You can begin by reviewing and 
memorizing the memory verses for this class. A new believer should have a 
basic understanding of the gospel, but you must help him to understand 
better his profession of faith. Begin studying the person of Christ, 
repentance as a way of life, forgiveness, or other major themes of 
salvation.

2. Basic ___________________________________ Methods

There are many good books about the Bible and the Christian life for new 
believers. However, every Christian should develop the habit of reading 
and studying the Bible. Every Christian should have a solid understanding 
of Christ.

As a disciple-maker, you could begin an expositional study of the Gospel of 
John, Romans, or Philippians. The goal is to help the new Christian grow in 
his knowledge and understanding of Christ. As time progresses, you could 
begin biographical studies of men and women in Scripture. Another 
suggestion is to study the character of the Christian life in Galatians 5 and 
Matthew 5, both of which are foundational. The goal should be to help 
young believers discover the truths revealed in Scripture. 

In his book Discipleship: Helping Other Christians Grow, Allen Hadidian 
writes, “Let’s suppose the disciple comes to you with the problem of worry. 
You could take out your notes on worry and tell him the six ways to prevent 
worry. Or you could take him to Matthew 6:25–34 and have him read it and 
write down the reasons Jesus gives for a Christian to not worry.”

The objective in teaching a new Christian how to study the Bible is not only 
to give him answers, but more importantly, to direct him to the specific texts 
where he will discover the answers for himself.

Warning: Scripture, not experience, should always be our authority. We 
must guard against imposing principles from our own experience. Our goal 



is to be made more like Christ. Our life experiences may be helpful for 
perspective on a given situation, but we should help direct the young 
believer toward biblical principles that guide decision-making.

We must learn not to trust in our own experience. Age does not equal 
spiritual maturity. Common sense may abound, but our responsibility is to 
grow in our knowledge and understanding of biblical truth. We should help 
a new believer to identify biblical principles straight from the text of 
Scripture so that he learns to trust God’s Word over his own experience.

Here are three essential Bible study techniques.

• _________________________________ – What does the Bible say?

• _________________________________ – What does the Bible mean?

• _________________________________ – How does the Bible apply?

B. Application through Mentoring

1. Establish a __________________________________ of Scripture 
reading and prayer

A new believer needs to develop the discipline of daily communication with 
God in both Bible study and prayer. Help establish the habit of investigating 
the Scriptures so that the new believer is continually being challenged and 
encouraged.

In addition to the daily habit of Scripture reading and memorization (Psalm 
119:9–11), help the new believer understand the contents of prayer, 
perhaps using a simple prayer outline such as ACTS (Adoration, 
Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication).

2. Use __________________________________ as opportunities to 
disciple

Christ used ordinary events as opportunities to teach His disciples (Mark 
8:14–21; 9:33–37; Luke 8:22–25; 21:1–4). We should learn to watch a 



new believer closely, then ask him what he thinks of a particular situation. 
Listening to his response to circumstances and watching his life closely will 
reveal areas of needed growth. 

New believers also need to see how to apply Scripture to the everyday 
circumstances of life. This helps to reinforce the truth that they have been 
taught. You could bring them with you on a short trip, invite them over for 
dinner regularly, and work on projects together.

A hallmark of Paul’s ministry was his exhortation “to perform deeds 
appropriate to repentance” (Acts 26:19–20). Salvation will be 
demonstrated even in the most mundane areas of life. The focus of all our 
discipling relationships should prompt new believers with the ever-
awakening reality of the lordship of Christ.

3. Exemplify ___________________________________

We should teach new believers about the Body of Christ. We should be in 
the habit of bringing them with us to our fellowship group or Bible study. We 
need to help them understand the importance of Christian fellowship and 
being taught the Scriptures in the context of the local church. We should 
help them sign up for a basic Christian training class (for example, 
Fundamentals of the Faith). These classes will be foundational for new 
believers and will cover many areas that concern new believers.

Since a new convert should be baptized, we should also point him to a 
baptism class or meeting. We should also assist him in looking for ways to 
serve in the church, perhaps in a Sunday school class or a fellowship 
group.

Remember, our goal is to help younger believers develop patterns of 
obedience and growth in love and in the knowledge of God. Our role as 
teacher will diminish as the new believer grows in spiritual discernment 
under the consistent teaching of the Word and as he is able to apply 
biblical truths to his own life.



Lesson Six:
Thoughtful Transitions into the Gospel

I. Evangelism Explosion (D. James Kennedy)

A. If you were to die tonight _____________________ do you think you 
would go? Heaven or Hell?

B. If you were to go to Heaven and God were to ask you, “___________ 
should I let you in?” What would your answer be?

II.  Four Spiritual Laws (Campus Crusade)

A.God loves you and offers a wonderful _____________________ for 
your life

B.Man is sinful and _____________________ from God. Therefore, he 
cannot know and experience God’s love and plan for his life.

C.Jesus Christ is God’s only _____________________ for man’s sin. 
Through Him you can know and experience God’s love and plan for 
your life.

D.We must _____________________ receive Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord; then we can know and experience God’s love and plan for 
our lives.

III.  Lunatic, Liar, or Lord (C.S. Lewis, Josh Mcdowell)

A. Was Jesus a _____________________?

B. Was Jesus a _____________________?

C. Was Jesus a _____________________?

IV. FAITH (Southern Baptist)



F ! -! FORGIVENESS! (Rom. 3:23)
A! -! AVAILABLE! (John 3:16)
I! -! IMPOSSIBLE! (Eph. 2:8-9)
T! -! TURN! ! (Luke 13:3)
H! -! HEAVEN! ! (John 14:1)

V. The Way of the Master (Ray Comfort)

A. The use of the _____________________

B. The _____________________ of the Judge

C. The _____________________ of the Judge

VI. The One Verse Method (Tracts)

Romans 6:23

Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Lesson Seven
Guidelines for Handling Questions and Objections

I. Handling Objections

A. Remember the ____________________________ (2 Timothy 3:16).

B. _______________________ the question

• If the question is essential to the gospel, you may need to take the time to 
address it.

• If the question is nonessential, you should ask the following: 

! Will the unbeliever accept the answer or derail the conversation?
! Can I answer the question, or will I need to answer the question 
! later?

• If the question will distract from the gospel,  respond by saying: 

! “Let me come back to that later.”

• Write the question down and do not forget to answer it.

C. Do not ________________________________________.

If you do not have an answer, then you should be honest and find an 
answer.

It is always appropriate to say, “I don’t know, but I will find out and get back 
to you.”

II. Suggested Answers for Common Questions

A. “Should we lead someone in the ___________________________?”



The act of praying does not save. There are people who are saved without 
praying (e.g., the thief on the cross) and those who are not saved despite 
their praying (e.g., Matt. 7:22-23). Prayer is not the switch that activates 
salvation. People are saved completely independent of a “sinner’s prayer.” 
There is no precedent for a sinner’s prayer in the Bible.

However, this does not mean that sinners should not pray. This only means 
that sinners are not saved by praying a “sinner’s prayer.” We must not lead 
people to believe that uttering a prescribed prayer is the guarantee of 
salvation.

Repentance will often express itself in prayer. A relationship with Christ has 
begun, and salvation occurs the moment someone turns from his sin and 
places his hope for salvation in Christ. It is the Holy Spirit who enables the 
person to repent.  A repentant person must understand that the basis for 
salvation is repentant faith in Christ. Repentant faith will communicate to 
God in prayer.

B. “How can I be _________________________________?”

We cannot assure a person of his salvation.  Do not speak as if salvation is 
simply the result of praying a prayer or performing some external action 
(raising a hand, walking an aisle, signing a card, etc). One may express his 
desires to God in prayer, but salvation is based upon repentant faith.

We cannot know a person’s heart and we must not usurp the Holy Spirit’s 
function and give false assurance on the basis of a verbal commitment. 
This brings great confusion when fruit does not appear and sustained 
victory over sin never comes.

1Sam. 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”

Prov. 16:2 	 All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes,
	 	 but the LORD weighs the spirit.



Jesus, in the parable of the soils, illustrated that we cannot know the 
condition of a person’s heart by his initial response, but only by the fruit of 
his life (Mark 4:1–20).

We can assure a person that if he repents, Christ will not turn him away.  In 
Scripture, God has given clear and undeniable proof of salvation. A new 
believer must learn to look to these truths for assurance. If he fails to do 
this, he will continue to look back to an event, moment, or action as 
verification of his salvation. 

The test of salvation comes from examining three facets of the 
repentant life.

1. Faith that obeys Christ and _______________________________

Believers will have a continued and sustained faith in the promises of God 
(1 John 3:23; 1 Thessalonians 2:13). An example is endurance through 
trials (1 Corinthians 10:13).

A true believer will begin to develop patterns of obedience, as his 
relationship with Christ is cultivated and nurtured by consistent feeding on 
His Word (John 14:15, 23; 1 John 5:3; John 2:3–5).

2. The presence of the ____________________________________ 
(Galatians 5:22–23; Matthew 5:3–12)

As a believer grows in Christlikeness and applies the Scriptures to his life, 
the Holy Spirit will produce within him “fruit” in keeping with repentance. 
These steps may be small at first, and may be slowed by sin, but 
sanctification (being made like Christ) will never stall completely 
(Philippians 1:6; 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24). The believer will see a 
change in his attitudes and actions as he grows in Christlikeness.

In Matthew 7:17, this is illustrated with the good tree that will bear good 
fruit. Any experience that does not result in the production of fruit is not 
salvation! Salvation cannot be produced on our own (Titus 3:5–7) and so it 
is not “defective.” If someone is saved, fruit will be present.



3. The Holy Spirit in the ___________________________________ 
(Romans 8:16; 1 Corinthians 6:19)

The Holy Spirit takes up residence within the body of every believer and is 
actively involved in sanctification. By His very presence, He comforts, 
convicts of sin, and testifies (gives resolute confidence) that we are the 
children of God.

John 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out.

John 6:47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.

C. “What about those who have never heard the gospel?”

Everyone is guilty of breaking God’s law (Romans 3:23).

The penalty for sin does not change because of ignorance. Everyone is 
equally responsible before God (Romans 6:23).

There is only one way to be saved; that is through Jesus Christ.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

(See also Acts 4:12)

Everyone has rejected the knowledge of God, which is made clear in 
creation and the conscience (Romans 1:18–20; 2:14–25). If the Holy Spirit 
begins working in the heart, God will sovereignly bring the gospel to them.

The question is, “Will we repent of our sin and embrace Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior or continue to live in rebellion and disobedience?”

D. “Why does ____________________________? If God is so good 
and powerful, ____________________________?”



Man’s problems (every incident of sickness, disease, crime, war, etc.) are 
the result of sin. Sin is present in the world because God gave man 
freedom to obey or disobey His commands. Man chose to reject God’s 
commands (Genesis 3; Romans 3:10; 5:12). Evil exists as a result of 
man’s rebellion against God’s law.

God has the ability to eliminate evil, but to do so would require that He 
destroy every person, since “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23). Since evil 
exists in the heart of every person (Jeremiah 17:9), God’s judgment would 
destroy everyone. (See Genesis 6–8)

The Bible says that evil cannot exist in the presence of God (Psalm 5:4–5). 
Eternal death awaits everyone who does evil (Romans 6:23). Man has to 
be reconciled to God in order to be forgiven and set free from the penalty of 
sin.

E. “In the end, ____________________________. It really doesn’t 
matter what you believe, as long as you have faith.”

Believing something sincerely doesn’t make it right. We are not the ultimate 
authority. Even the most sincere people are often sincerely wrong. James 
2:19 states that even demons believe in God. However, their faith cannot 
save them.

We cannot define what is right or wrong; neither is salvation a subjective 
reality. God is the Creator and Owner. He alone defines what is right and 
wrong (Isaiah 44:6–8). 

C.S. Lewis writes, “As in arithmetic, there is only one right answer to a sum, 
and all others are wrong.” 

There is only one solution for man’s dilemma (John 14:6; Galatians 2:16; 
Titus 3:5).

There is only one name by which we are saved (Acts 4:12). All other 
religions amount to a human attempt to work their way to perfection. Their 



goal is for man to refine himself and to make himself worthy of heaven. 
There is only one narrow gate, and there are few that find it.

F. “God will accept me because I’m a ___________________________. 
He knows my heart, and I have done a lot of good works.”

A person needs to steal only once to be called a thief. How many sins must 
a person commit to be a sinner? Only one. The smallest sin condemns a 
man eternally (Matthew 5:21–30; James 2:10).

The Bible says that every good deed is worthless before a holy God (Isaiah 
64:6). 

Since everyone has sinned and fallen short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23), 
no one will be saved by his good works or well-meaning intentions 
(Ephesians 2:8–9).

G. “Isn’t the Bible _________________________________?”

Ask the unbeliever to point out a specific error.

The Bible is God’s Word; therefore, it is without error (2 Timothy 3:16; 
Hebrews 1:1–2; 2 Peter 1:21). The Bible is self-authenticating and claims 
to be accurate. It is a product of the very breath of God (2 Timothy 3:16).

H. “I don’t believe that _________________________________.”

Man’s problem is moral, not rational (that is, a lack of information).

Creation verifies the existence of God (Genesis 1:3; John 1:3; 
Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2). God’s law is inscribed on man’s 
conscience (Romans 2:14–15). The unsaved man rejects this truth, and 
instead, suppresses it under layer upon layer of sin.

Here are some possible questions you can ask the skeptic:

“How can you prove God doesn’t exist?”



“How do you account for the earth (e.g., chance vs. creation)?” 

“Who sets the standard for right and wrong?” 

“Whose name do you curse, and who do you cry out to during an 
earthquake?”

We must challenge the unsaved person’s reasons for denying God’s 
existence. 

“Why do you say there is no God?” 

“You cannot prove He doesn’t exist, so why do you make that claim?” 

“Is it because you do not want His laws to govern you?” 

“Do you want to define what is right and wrong?”

We demonstrate God’s existence by the fact that without Him there is no 
explanation for anything that exists. Without God, we cannot explain the 
existence of the universe or defend why it is wrong to murder or to steal. 
Who defines right and wrong?

An unsaved person says, “I don’t believe in God; therefore, He doesn’t 
exist.” This is like saying, “I don’t believe in gravity; therefore, I can jump off 
a cliff and not fall.” Gravity exists whether we believe in it or not.

The unsaved person who says “I don’t believe God exists” is claiming 
ultimate authority. The person who claims ultimate authority is a fool. 
Psalm 14:1 says, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”

We must continue to press the unbeliever for the reasons he says God 
doesn’t exist. The unbeliever refuses to recognize God because he does 
not want to obey His law. If he believes God exists, then he must submit to 
Him. Romans 1:18–20 describes the state of every unsaved person.

I. “We cannot really _____________________________ when we die.”



Ask the unbeliever, “Are you afraid of death?” The Bible is very specific 
about what happens after death. There are only two options: heaven or 
hell. We cannot invent our own concept of eternity.

An unsaved person may claim “annihilation” (that is, all are eternally dead; 
there is no afterlife; see Hebrews 9:27) or “universalism” (that is, all are in 
heaven; there is no hell; see Matthew 25:41, 46).

Some may say, “I don’t believe in heaven.” You could turn to Matthew 6:9 
and Matthew 5:16, 18. Others may claim they do not believe in hell 
(Matthew 25:41–46; 2 Thessalonians 1:6–9). Still others may say, 
“There’s no life after death” (John 5:25–29).

All these statements are simply attempts to escape reality and claim 
nothing definitive about the afterlife. If an unsaved person were asked 
where he got this belief, ultimately, he would have to admit that he made it 
up or got it from someone else who made it up. There is no verifiable proof 
for statements like these. They only become self-defeating arguments.

J. “__________________________________. Forgiveness is simply an 
excuse for sin.”

There are many who claim to be Christians and are not.

A person can tell a true Christian by one simple test: does he or she obey 
Christ? 

First John 5:3 and John 14:15 tell us that if we love Christ, we will obey 
Him. This is how we can tell whether someone is a true Christian or not. 
Does a professing Christian continue to demonstrate obedience to Christ? 
Does he demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23) and the 
Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3–12)? The true test of a Christian is a changed 
life, not the claims he makes (1 John 3:18). 

Romans 6:1–2 states clearly that salvation is not a license to sin. Rather, it 
is a continual turning from sin to obedience to Christ.

God is our standard of perfection, not a Christian.



Lesson Eight
Witnessing to a Jew or a Catholic

I. Can you be a Jew and a Christian at the same time?

• Some say we shouldn’t _____________________________ Jews.

• Some say the Jewish religion is ___________________ than Christianity 
therefore it is correct.

• Some say that we worship the ______________________ God therefore 
He will have mercy upon them?

• Some say that they are God’s _____________________ people therefore 
Heaven is guaranteed for them.

II. Questions I like to ask a Jew

• Do you think Jesus Christ was a ___________________________ man?

• What are you looking for in the _________________________ that Jesus 
didn’t fulfill?

• How come you don’t still _____________________________ animals?

III. Verses to Share with a Jew

• Psalm 22

• Isaiah 53

• Micah 5:2

IV.Can you be a Roman Catholic and a Christian at the 
same time?



• Some say we shouldn’t _____________________________ Catholics.

• Some say that the Roman Catholic Church is the “__________________ 
Church” and we should all return to it.

• Some say that fight against abortion and for good morals so we must be 
on the ______________________ side.

• Some say as long as they are going to ____________________ it’s okay.

V. Questions I like to ask a Catholic

• Have you ever heard of the _____________________________? Do you 
know what brought it about?

• Do you believe the sacraments ______________________ saving grace?

• Do you really believe that __________________________ can hear you?

VI.Verses to Share with a Catholic

• Ephesians 2:8-9

• John 2:1-11

• John 14:6



Lesson Nine
Witnessing to a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness

I. Can you be a Mormon and a Christian at the same 
time?

• Some say Mormons are just a different ___________________________.

• Some say Mormons are such _______________________ people, surely 
they are going to heaven.

• Some say Mormons use the _________________________ and say they 
believe in Jesus, so they must me saved.

• Some say Mormons are so _______________________ and evangelistic 
that what they believe must be true.

II. Questions I like to ask a Mormon

• Do you believe that God used to be a ___________________________?

• Do you believe man can become a ___________________________?

• Do you believe the Book of ___________________ was inspired by God?

• Do you believe in grace ________________ in Christ alone for salvation?

III. Verses to Share with a Mormon

• Isaiah 43:10

• Eph. 2:8-9

• Rev. 22:18-19



IV. Can you be a Jehovah’s Witness (J.W.) and a 
Christian at the same time?

• Some say JW’s are just a __________________________ denomination.

• Some say JW’s are such moral people, surely they are going to 
_______________________.

• Some say JW’s are such disciplined people and ____________________ 
in evangelism that they are going to heaven.

V.  Questions I like to ask a J.W. 

• Do you believe that Jesus is a ___________________________ being?

• When will you know if you are good ___________________________ to 
be one of the 144,000?

• What do you think about the Watchtower’s ________________________ 
of the end of the world?

VI. Verses to share with a J.W.

• Deut. 18:20-22

• John 1:1

• Rev. 4-5



Lesson #1 Assignment 
 

Name:        

 

Date:        

 

1. Identify three unbelievers (e.g., family, friends, coworkers, etc.) and pray for them daily that 

God would bring them to repentance, and for opportunities to present the gospel. 

 

A.         

 

B.         

 

C.         

 

2.   Choose one of the unbelievers from the above list and interview them using the 

following questions. Record their answers below: 

 

God: 

1. Is there a God, how do you know He exists (doesn’t exist)? 

 

2. How can He be described? 

 

 

Man: 

1. What is man’s purpose? 

 

2. What is sin, what is its consequence? 
 

 

Christ: 

1. Who is Jesus Christ? 

 

2. What did He do? 

 

 

Salvation: 

1. If you died today where would your soul go? 

 

2. What are God’s requirements to enter into heaven? 

 
 

 

3. Memorize Card #1 

 

 



Lesson #2 Assignment 
 

Name:        

 

Date:        

 

1. Write down transitional statements for those on your prayer list. 

 

A.             

            

             

 

B.             

            

             

 

C.             

            

             

 

 

2. Memorize Card #2. 

 

 

3.   Define the following words so they would make sense to a five-year-old: 

 

Holy— 

 

 

Sin— 

 

 

Justification— 

 

 

Faith— 

 

 

Repentance— 

 



Lesson #3 Assignment 
 

Name:        

 

Date:        

 

1. Memorize Card #3  

 

 

 

2.   Answer the following questions: 

 

 

A. What is the importance of showing God as Creator and Owner? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      B.   How is Romans 1:18-20 used to prove the existence of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. What passage of Scripture demonstrates how sinful we are, and how will you use it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Use Scripture to show that our good works or intentions can not save us. 

 

 

 



Lesson #4 Assignment 
 

Name:        

 

Date:        

 

1. Memorize Card #4 

 

 

 

2.    Answer the following questions: 

 

 

A. In your own words explain the exchange that is stated in 2 Corinthians 5:21? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Explain the importance of the resurrection of Christ in presenting the gospel?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.  What does it mean for someone to “repent”? Provide a good basic definition.  Can a 

person affirm Christ as Savior and later affirm Him as Lord? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Using Romans 10:9–10, what must a person do to be saved? What does it mean to 

“confess” Jesus as Lord? 
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